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DESIGNATION OP AMERICAN 
PATENT SYSTEM WEEK 

Mr. McCLELLAN. Mr. President, by 
. r eques t j : introduce, for. appropriate ref­
erence, a joint resolution to designate 
the week of October 15, 1961, as the 
American Patent System Week. 

Mr. President, in support of the joint 
resolution I ask unanimous consent to 
have printed in the RECORD at this point 
a copy of a letter from the Secretary of 
Commerce to the Honorary LYNDON B . 
JOHNSON, President of the Senate, and a 
statement in support of the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
joint resolution •will be received and ap­
propriately referred; and, without objec­
tion, the letter and statement will be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The joint resolution _IS..L_Res. 122) 
authorizing the President of the United 
States to designate the week of October 
15,1961, as the "American Patent System 
Week," introduced by Mr. MCCLELLAN, 
was received, read twice by its title, and 
referred to the JCommiJttee on the_ Judi­
ciary. 

The letter and statement presented by 
Mr. MCCLELLAN are as follows: 

T H E SECRETARY O F COMMERCE, 
Washington, D.C.July 19,1961. 

Hon. L Y N D O N B . J O H N S O N , 
President of the Senate, 
Washington, D.C. 

DEAR M B . P R E S I D E N T : T h e r e a re enclosed 
four copies of a draf t r e so lu t i on for t h e p u r ­
pose of a u t h o r i z i n g t h e Secre ta ry of Com­
merce a n d t h e Commiss ioner of P a t e n t s and 
s u c h o t h e r pe r sons or g roups as they m a y 
des igna te t o m a k e su i t ab le a r r a n g e m e n t s for 
a n app rop r i a t e observance of t h e Amer ican 
P a t e n t Sys tem o n t h e occasion of t h e 125th 
cnn ive r s a ry of t h e P a t e n t Act of 1836, wh ich 
occur red o n J u l y 4 , 1961. 

Th i s a c t c rea ted t h e p r e s e n t e x a m i n a t i o n 
sys tem for g r a n t i n g p a t e n t s a n d es tab l i shed 
t h e VS. P a t e n t Office a s a sepa ra t e a n d d i s ­
t i n c t b u r e a u w i t h a Commiss ioner of P a t e n t s 
a s I t s h e a d . I t Is expected t h a t t h e t h r e e -
m i l l i o n t h p a t e n t u n d e r t h e pr inc ip les of t h i s 
a c t will be g r a n t e d In S e p t e m b e r 1961. 

T h e p a t e n t g r a n t h a s b e e n a t r a d i t i o n a l 
Incen t ive for t h e p r o m o t i o n of t h e useful 
a r t s t h e r e b y benef i t ing t h e welfare of t h e 
p e o p l e of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d of t h e wor ld . 
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Thi s f u n c t i o n of t h e p a t e n t g r a n t h a s a s ­
s u m e d a d d e d significance In view of t h e 
p r e s e n t day necess i ty of m a i n t a i n i n g t h e 
technologica l lead a n d Increas ing t h e r a t e 
of economic g rowth of t h e N a t i o n . I t a p ­
pea r s proper , therefore , t h a t t h e 125th a n n i ­
versary of t h i s a c t shou ld be observed i n a 
f i t t i ng m a n n e r . 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t u rges early congress ional 
ac t ion t o enab le p roper p r e p a r a t i o n s t o b e 
m a d e b y October 18, 19, a n d 20, 1961, w h e n 
i t Is c o n t e m p l a t e d t h e ceremonies of t h i s 
Ce lebra t ion will be he ld . 

We a re advised by t h e B u r e a u of t h e 
B u d g e t t h a t n o objec t ion from t h e s t a n d ­
p o i n t of t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s p r o g r a m would 
be t a k e n t o t h e t r ansmis s ion of t h i s d r a f t 
Jo in t r e so lu t ion . 

Sincerely yours , 
EDWARD G U D E M A N , 

Under Secretary of Commerce. 

STATEMENT O P NEED FOR AND P U R P O S E OF T H E 
PROPOSED R E S O L U T I O N 

J u l y 4, 1961, m a r k e d t h e 125th a n n i v e r ­
sary of t h e P a t e n t Act of 1836, w h i c h c r e a t e d 
t h e p r e s e n t e x a m i n a t i o n sys t em for g r a n t ­
ing p a t e n t s a n d w h i c h e s t ab l i shed t h e U.S . 
r a t e n t Office as a sepa ra t e a n d d i s t i n c t 
b u r e a u w i t h a Commiss ioner of P a t e n t s a s 
i t s h e a d . I t Is expected t h a t t h e t h r e e m i l ­
l i o n t h p a t e n t u n d e r t h i s a c t will b e g r a n t e d 
In S e p t e m b e r 1961. 

T h e p a t e n t g r a n t h a s b e e n a t r a d i t i o n a l 
i ncen t ive for t h e p r o m o t i o n of t h e useful 
a r t s t h e r e b y benef i t ing t h e welfare of t h e 
people of t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s a n d t h e wor ld . 
T h i s f u n c t i o n of t h e p a t e n t g r a n t h a s a s ­
s u m e d a d d e d significance In view of t h e 
p r e s e n t day necess i ty of m a i n t a i n i n g t h e 
technologica l lead a n d inc reas ing t h e r a t e 
of economic g r o w t h of t h i s Na t ion . 

I t appea r s r easonab le therefore , t h a t t h i s 
ann ive r s a ry of t h i s I m p o r t a n t P a t e n t Act 
a n d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e U S . P a t e n t 
Office shou ld be observed i n a fitting m a n ­
ner . Accordingly, t h e D e p a r t m e n t of C o m ­
m e r c e Is p roceed ing w i t h p l a n s for a n I n d u s ­
t r i a l e x h i b i t of a n e d u c a t i o n a l va lue t o t n e 
pub l i c , a series of s e m i n a r s by Indus t r i a l i s t s , 
eng ineers . Inven to r s , m e m b e r s of t h e p a t e n t 
profession a n d gues t s f rom foreign p a t e n t of­
fices o n t h e t h e m e of t h e P a t e n t S y s t e m a n d 
t h e Mode rn Economy, t o u r s of t h e P a t e n t Of­
fice a n d d i scuss ions of p a t e n t office ope ra ­
t i ona l p r o b l e m s w i t h foreign officials. T h e 
observance will i n c l u d e a b a n q u e t for a p ­
prox ima te ly 1400 pe r sons . T h e D e p a r t m e n t 
of Commerce does n o t believe t h a t a n a p ­
p r o p r i a t i o n f rom t h e Congress is necessary 
a n d n o n e is r e q u e s t e d . 

T h e r e so lu t i on provides for t h e Secre ta ry 
of C o m m e r c e a n d t h e Commiss ioner of 
P a t e n t s a n d s u c h o t h e r pe r sons or g r o u p s a s 
t h e y m a y des igna te t o m a k e su i t ab l e a r r a n g e ­
m e n t s for a n a p p r o p r i a t e observance of t h i s 
e v e n t w h i c h is so a d v a n t a g e o u s t o t h i s N a ­
t ion a n d t o o t h e r c o u n t r i e s of t h e world. 

A p r i m e des i re of t h e D e p a r t m e n t of C o m ­
m e r c e i s t o p lace t h e Amer ican p a t e n t sys ­
t e m a n d t h e VS. P a t e n t Office before t h e 
p u b l i c w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e pub l i c i ty . T h e e n ­
c o u r a g e m e n t of I n v e n t i o n is essen t ia l t o o u r 
welfare. I t is fe l t t h a t congress ional r e c ­
o g n i t i o n of t h e ann ive r sa ry will h e l p t o 
m a k e the" people m o r e keenly aware of t h e 
grea t p a r t wh ich t h e Amer ican P a t e n t Sys ­
t e m h a B p layed a n d i s st i l l p l ay ing In t h e 
c o n t i n u e d d e v e l o p m e n t of o u r Nat ion . 




