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Support for the space station Alpha is im-
portant to America’s tuture.

CONGRATULATING REV.
RENCE C. ROBERTS ON HIS 35
YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE
OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 1994

it

wishes to him, his family, and his congrega-
tion.

TEENAGE SMOKING
HON. RICHARD J. DURBIN'

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSB OF REPRESBNTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 1994

Mr. DURBIN Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to
submit for the RECORD a column
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well after they have become wise, delbera-
unnndm“uuom.numm
bave turned the volume down .and: started
;uumbnwm.smummor.
® Dicotine add iy

8Smoking drains our health-care aystem of
smumouam lwordlnzho:Mcnlro-

social costs neuly douhla that figure, the ro-

" poresald.

We ofn further- ux. shun and sequesier
aduls smokers to try to break tobacoo’s grip.
But clearly tke only vuy to make significant
long-term progress is to get tougher with
teen smokers, an :aumaud million ot whom

[Prom the Chicago Tribune, July 10, 1994)
LET'S BNUFF OUT TEENAGE SMOKING
(By Exic Zorn)
Surveys tell ths story: The 400,000-some

. new tombstones planted each year for those

who have died of smoking-related causes are
s collective monument to the enduring stu-
pldity of teenagers.

‘The kids aren't doing the dying, of course.
Tobacco takes years to complete its ugly
work. But they are by and large the ones
taking those first drags, inhaling their way
into a powerful nddmon (o:‘. l! you bellovo
the industry pan}

. habit thas just happens to bo w—nuy hard to

break) that takes a huge toll on the Individ-
ual and soctety. ° .
- 8moking 1s an unwise practice, for scads of

reasons I need not repéat here. For it to eon-;
tinue among about a quarter of the popu-

lation as it does, unwise people must join in
to replace the guitters and diers in great
sumbers—people who, say, don’t really be-
lieve in their own mortality, who can't imag-
ine the ides of deferred disease and whose
immature judgment is, in many areas, en-
shrined into the law,

1n short, teenagers.

The vast majority of mew smokers each
year are teens. Figures from the Office on
Smoking and Health within the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention show
that four out of five adults who now smoke
started befors they were 18. A recent U.8.
surgeon general's report said the average age
of first clgarette is 14.5, and of becoming &
dally smoker 18 17.7.

The same report sald it is very rare for
people to take up smoking after 30. The
unstated reason is obvious: People know bet-
ter by then. They've read the studies and
fear the weed. They've realized that their

bodles deteriorate fast enough without delid- .

erale pofsoning. They can see the future and
want to be io it.

And mouxh there {sh°'t always a direct cor- '

r one's and one's
level of formal education, note that only 14
percent of college graduates smoke, com-
pared with 32 percent of thosa who didn't fin-
ish high school. The New Republic reported
last week that only 7 percent of the Harvard
class of ‘69 smokes.

By all lights, with ity strong associations
with youth and lack of wisdom, smoking

ought to be viewed as just another one of -

Jjointhe y crowd each

“If we stop adolescents from amo nc. the
effects will be dramatic,” promises Michast
Ericksen, director of the CDC's Office on’
Smoking and Health.

A preliminary version of new fedeml rogu-
lations an snd minors dus out in
final form this summer suggests that states
rotall 1 for to-
bacco eales, Such a license could be sus-
poended or revoked if the merchant sells to
youths, much like & Hquor cense.

oral will not
sanctions against the young smiokers them- -
selves. But, as the Tribune reported 1'uesday,
o growing number of suburbs have st.irtad to
lovy fines of up to $50 to teens caugbt smok-
1og.

Good starta. Btlll t6o wimpy. As far a8 mi-
nors are concerned, tobacco shouid be like
noom—. soridus, ‘adult product with sert-

ns consequenices for kids caught using“it.
Buspended driver's licenses.” Community
sorvice. Big fines. And the law should be
equally harsh with those who sell or distrid-
ute tobaoca to adolescents.

-Such & policy would pay off in the long run
in & variety of ways. Perhaps it would sven
take some of the prohibitionist heat off
adult smokers who, by legal custom. have
gained the maturity and judgment to make
their own decistons—even stupld ones.

‘L BUILDING OUR TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE - --
BPEECH OF
HON. JIM SLATTERY
. OF KANSAS
* IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 28, 1994 °
-Mr. SLATTERY. Mr. Speaker, Irlutodayln

thoss dumb things kids do, like ng tol-
let paper on trees, playing ding-dong-ditch or,
driving around in endlees circles with the car

stereo cranked all the way up. A phase. A -

rite of

i
T 8ef

£8

to grow out of
and laugh about later. .
Adults ought to be as ambarrassed to ask

to sit In restaurant smoking sections as they °

would be to ask to ait with patrons who are
playing drinking games until they vomit or
pass out.

But, of course. it is not that way. Tens of
milllons of adults keep right on
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The National Newspaper Association, the
oldest and largest newspaper trade associa-
tion in the United States, befieves this could
be the fMmost important fegisfation to affect

Y papers througt the Nation.
By guaranteeing them fair access, fair rates,
and fair competition, this fegistation gives them
nothing less than a license to the future: With-
out it, they could be ignored or actually driven
off the information superhighway.

These newspapers often provide the social,
rl:%':“a:f. a: ecor\omM ic ties that bind commu~

3 together. Many are going through tough
times. They face competition and d:msappe:::gng
ad revenue everywhere they look. Now at
leas! they can face the electronic future with
confidence that if this bill becomes law, they're
m\d to get a fair shake. The law requires no

| also want to call attention to the provisions
of this legislation which address access by the
disabled. In the past, most technological inno-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

SALUTING MENTHA MITCHELL
VARNER

HON. BILL K. BREWSTER
OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 1994

Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize a woman from Oklahoma who
has achieved exceflence and dedicated her
lite toward guality education and community
service, Mentha Mitchell Vamer.

Mrs. Varner, from Ardmore, OK, has accom-
plished several firsts in her lifetime as an edu-
cator, administrator, and community leader.
She taught schoot 40 years and was with the
Ardmore Early Childhood Center for 3 years.
In 1966, she was the first black teacher, atter
integration, to work in the Ardmore City School
System. She was acclaimed one of the best
in the State.

vations in the area of information and tele-
communication services have been developed
without considering the needs of individuals
with disabilities.
In keeping with the spirit of the Americans
With Disabilities Act mandate to bring about
° integration of individuals with dis-
ebiities into the mainstream of our society,
H.R. 3636 and H.R. 3626 would ensure that
advances In network services deployed by
exchange carriers, and advances in tele-
Communications equipment and customer
Premises equipment developed by Bell manu-
facturing affiliates, will be ible and usa-

She also taught home nursing for the Na-
tional American Red Cross, Carter County
Chapter, for 10 years, and has served in many
positions for the chapter for more than 53
years. :

She has always been a traiiblazer. She was
the first black student to tive in an integrated
dormitory on the campus of Oklahoma State
University in 1954; and she was responsible
for black boys and girls being accepted to at-
tend the Oklahoma American Legion and aux-
iliary boys and girls State conferences.

In 1965 she was an instrumental ieader in

ble by individuals with disabilities, uniess the
0sts of providing such ‘access would result in
& undue burden or an adverse competitive
impact.

_H.R. 3836 directs the Federal Communica-
tions Commission to undertake inquirles re-
garding the provision of both closed captioning
and video description services of video serv-
ices, and further directs the Commission to es-
tablish regulations to require an appropriate
schedule of deadlines for the provision of
Closed captioning.

We have finally set the stage for full ac-
Cess~—access which is long overdue—to video
programming for these populations.

Additionally, | worked with my colleagues on
the House Energy and Commerce ittee
to include provisions which will help to L
6 fair and equilable marketplace for smail
cable operators. N

For example, the legislation would. promote
competition by r hg State and local bar-
fiers for new telecommunications services. It
would aiso allow joint ventures, mergers, and
ecquisitions to occur in areas with population
of 10,000 or less, or when the cable system
o systems in the aggregate serve less than
10 percent of the households in a Telco's
service area. Representatives of small cable
operators have advised me of additional is-
sues that need to be addressed as this legis-
lation moves torward. For example, there is a
need to require all providers of cable services
to comply with the same franchise require-
ments as local cable operators. Furthermore,
certification of compliance with the inter-

I look forward to working with my colk

lishing the National Head Stant Program
in Ardmore, OK. Volunteering her time, she
headed the drive to raise money to renovate
the old Dunbar Schoot as a permanent home
for the program. The building was renamed for
her in 1989.

Mrsg. Varner. has held many leadership posi-
tions in the Oklahoma Negro Teachers Asso-
ciation, the Ardmore Classroom Teachers As-
sociation, and the Oklahoma Education Asso-
ciation.

Presently, she is a board member of the
Carter County Chapter of the National Amer-
ican Red Cross, the United Way of Southern
Oklatioma, the Ardmore City 'Schools Enrich-
ment Foundation, and the HFV Wilson Com-
munity Center. Further, Mrs. Vamer is a mem-
ber of the American Legion Auxiliary Post
#264, Caster County RSVP, the NAACP, the
First Baptist Church of Ardmore, and the
TAPP organization.

Mrs. Varner is also a member of the local,

‘district, and State Democratic Party, the

Admore Chamber of Commerce, Carter Coun-
ty Retired Teachers Association, and the Na-
tional Retired Teachers and Persons Associa-

ton.

She is a fife member of Langston Univer-
sity's - Nati Alumni A iation and Ard-
more Douglass High School's National Alumni
Association. : )

Mrs. Varner has been instrumental in help-
ing many students attend college, by arrang-
ing for scholarships, and even giving her own
money.

In 1991, she received the Living Legacy
Award trom the Natiomal Caucus and Center
on Black Aged, in Washington, DC. Her lite's
work and many accomplishments led to her
being selected for the prestigious award.

in the Senate to resoive these outstanding ts-
+ues 80 we can ensure that rural America has

At 80 years of age, Mrs. Vamer remains ac-
tive with community work, volunteering, writ-

full access to the information superhighway. . j\ ing, consutting, and often fecturing.

July 12, 1994

| want to wish her well and congratulate her
for many years of service, leadership, and
friendship to the residents of Okdahoma.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to join the
residents of Carter County, the city of Ard-
more, and the State of Oklahoma in saluting
Mentha Mitchell Varner,

A BILL TO CREATE THE S$SMALL
BUSINESS ACCREDITED LEND-
ERS PROGRAM

HON. GLENN POSHARD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOU3SE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 1994

Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing a bill which, it enacted, will aflow
one of the Federal Government's most etec-
tive small business programs to serve that key
sector of our economy even better. The bill
authorizes the Small Business Administration
[SBA] to implement on a nationwide basis an
Accredited Lenders Program within #s 504
loan-guarantee program—= program which ai-
ready is delivering outstanding benefits to the
Nation's smaf! businesses.

By creating an Accredited Lenders Program,
or ALP the SBA can achieve an important
goal: it can speed the turnaround time for
thousands of small businesses applying for
504 loans. Anyone who talks regularty with
small business people knows that waiting for
credit very often can mean the ditference be-
tween an important deal happening and its
fafling through. That means jobs which either
wilt or will not be created.

The purpose of the 504 program is to help
small businesses expand with fong-term cap-
ital for physical plant and equipment. Under
the program, the SBA guarantees loans made
by tocal Certified Development Companies
[CDC's] to small businesses. The small busi-
nesses in turn must obtaid 50 percent financ-
ing through private financial institutions and
must also provide 10 percent equity them-
seives.

Demand for the program has been sky-
rocketing during the past several years, as
has the number of jobs it creates. According
to the National Association of Development
Companies {NADCO], the 504 program and its
predecessor 503 program have funded over
13,000 small businesses since 1981, creating
over 350,000 jobs. The SBA's Ahan Mande!
caiculates that—because of the very low, 0.5~
percent Federal subsidy rate on the privately
underwritten debentures which fund the CDC
loans—this program actuaily creates or retains
jobs at the amazing rate of approximatety $49
in taxpayer expenditure per job. When we talk
about Federal Government support for small
businesses, SBA's 504 program clearly is a
major success story.

This bilt would simpty apply to the 504 pro-
gram a concept already in operation in SBA’s
7{a) kan-guaraniee program—the agency's
la:gest program. The idea also s in operation
in a pilot project being conducted by the SBA
with a select group of S04-program CDC's.
The concept is to rely during SBA's guaran-
tee-approval process on the credit analysis
conducted by qualified professional staff of
lenders with an established record of utilizing
the program successtully, rather than requiring
SBA loan officers to duplicate that credit anal
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