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July 12, 1994

MEDICAL RAD

A more subtle, but equally pernicious, at-
tack on patients is the government's cartail-
ment of medical research, which has been ac-
celerating unabated for the past several
years and {s slated to worsen under the Clin-
ton health plan and other ‘‘reform' propos-
als. During the past 20 years. {ederal support
for health research and development as &
percentage of natlonal health care expend!-
tures has dropped by more than one-half.
The U.S. now expends more than $800 billton
annually on health care, but less than 8% of
that is reinvested {n medical research.

AS & percentage of the gross national prod-
uct, our expenditures on medical research
and development have been falllng unti)
their present level is about 1.8%. consicer-
ably below that of Germany (2.67%) and
Japan 13.04%). Concomitantly. the number of
U.S. patents for drugs and medicine being
awarded w foreign inventors has been rising.
Funding of approved National Institutes of
Henlth grant appllcations has declined {rom
more than 30% in the 1930s to below 25% in
many categories and even 15% in some cat-
cgories. Thus, a serious negative effect of the
cost-containment hysteria associated with
reduction of the budget deficit is the cre-
ation of an unstable environment within the
research community.

Physiclans and scientists with (nquiring
minds and an Investigative bent naturally
gravitate to America’s Medical Centers of
Cxcellence. & term that was first used in the
Report of President Johnson's Commission
on Heart Disease. Cancer and Stroke. which
1 chajred in 1965. These centers comprine uni-
versity medical schools. their affiliated
teaching hospitals. dnd other related health
and research finstitutions. At such centers,
the environment s hospitable to now and
fertile tdeass. and cross-fertilization thrives
among diverse-blomedical disciplines.

Any proposal for “‘reform™ that shunts
funds from these medica) centers to less ad-
vanced or prodactive factlities simply be-
cause they offer bargaln goods at bargain
prices will be catastrophic. It will stultify
medical knowledge: repress future advances
{n diagnosis, prevention and treatment; and
ultimately decimate the generai quality of
health care delivery.

‘The integrated function of our medical
centers has already been almost ravaged by
the financial constraints Imposed by Medi-
care, which now pays only about 70% of the
cost of the patient's care; in most states
Medicald provides even less. The medical
centers are heavily reliant on revenue from
Medicare, Medicaid and private insurers: A
Novernber 1992 report of the Association of
American Medical Colleges found that reve-
nues generated by the clinlcal practice of the
full-tlme faculty represent 45% of total med-
ical schnol revenues. This money must be
scretched far beyond capacity. For in addi-
tion to carrying out most of the research and
the advanced education of health profes-
sionals, the medical centers provide half the
uncompensated health care In the U.S.—that
is, health care for the underprivileged

In the Clinton health bill, the financial
cross-subsidies of medical schools are not ad-
dressed. With fees from the faculty’s medical
practice representing almost half the medi-
cal school revenues in support of their ex-
j<nses. this deficiency becomes a critical
factor in the viability of these Centers of Ex-
vellence.

The coptinuing movement toward managed

care, with 1ts stringent policy of cost-con- .

tainment and restrictions on patient refer-
ral, has already significantly slowed the flow
of patients of these Centers of Excelience,
with & progressive deciine in their clinical
practice revenues. Under the Clinton health
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plan, menaged care would become the law of .
the land, the flow of patient referrals would .
virtyally disappear, and patients would thus’
be deprived of desperately needed apecialized
treatment. In addition to the severe finan-
cial burden this would Impose on the Medical
Centers of Excellence, an equally dangerous
Impact i= the severely restricted patient pop-
ulation that would be avaflable for teaching
and research.

What role should the Medical Centers of
Excellence play in health care ‘‘reform"?

‘The efficlency and quality of medical care
can be greatly enhanced, with considerable
savings. if a large proportion of patients re-
quiring highly specialized and costly diag-
nostic and therapeutic procedures—guch as
cardiac catheterization, open-heart surgery,
organ transplantation and specialized cancer
therapy—were channeled to the Medical Cen-
ters of Excellence {nstead of being scattered
ir hospitals with wasteful duplication of
equipment and inadequately tralned or
underexperienced personnel. This would, of
course, require adequate cost refmburse-
ment, ’

Most large cities have hospitals and out-
patient clinics whose primary responsibility
is to provide medical care to the indigent.
Medical emergencies, and especially trauma'
cases, are treated largely in these institu-
tions. Integrating these former charity hos-
pitals into reglonal Medical Centers of Ex-
cellence would greatly reduce costs while
elevating the quality of patient care. -

Our medical centers, which have set the
hirhest standards of health care, cap also en-
sure the rapid and widespread application
and implementation of these standards
through telemedicine. By their linkage to
small clinics in rural areas with a primary
care physiclan, or perhaps only a nurse prac-
titioner or physician’s assistant, all the ex-
pertise and clinical resources of the medical
centers will become accessible to these rural
areas.

SHORTSIGHTED ANSWERS

i by “‘health reform™ the folks {n Wash-
ington mean “health improvement,” that i3
commendable. But any ‘reform® that fo-
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ships known to man. )

As we in Congress look for the answers to
the tough educational problems facing our Na-
tion, the Apprentice School is a great example
of how to accompiish this mission.

Congratulations Apprentice School on a job
welfl done.

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 3626 AND H.R.
3636

&PEECH OF

HON. JON KYL
OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 28, 1994

Mr. KYL. Mr. Speaker, | risé in support of
H.R. 3626, the Antitrust Reform Act, and the
next bill on the agenda, H.R. 3836, the Na-
tional Communications Competition and Infor-
mation Infrastructure Act.

| am woting for these bills today to keep
them moving through the legislative process.
However, white both represent steps in the
ngh‘l dlrecuon—toward gremer competition in

cuses on access at the expenss of dical re-
search, education and training will not ad-
vance diagnosis or treatment beyond the sta-
tus quo. Patients still suffer from many dis-
eases for which medical science has not yet
found a cure or prevention. The easy answers
may be politically seductive and super-
ficially appealing, but they will prove short~
sighted and, ultimately, self-defeating.

Already, as the health industry anticipates
far-reaching but uncertain .changes and
swecping government control. patients are
feeling the adverse effects: denial of physi-
cian selection; brief, assembly-line encoun-
ters with a succession of unfamiliar physf-
cians; and general dissatisfaction with the
impersonality and reduced quality of health
care received. The handwriting is on the
wall. Will Americans heed it?

CELEBRATING THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF -THE APPRENTICE
SCHOOL OF THE NEWPORT NEWS
SHIPYARD

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT
OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 1994

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, today, | would like
to congratulate the Apprentice Schoo! of New-
port News Shipbuilding on its 75th year of ex-

cellence in vocational training.

believe
bommwﬂmmw&mmtoorwchcovem-
ment regulation and oversight.

carve up pueces of the taleconm\unlcaﬁons
market for various competing interests. The
communications policy we adopt shouid be fo-
cused on competition—consumer choice—and
not on aliocating markets, or furthering Govern-
ment intrugion, via regulation, into the commu-
nications industry.

While everyone shoukd have an opportunity
to compete, no one is entitied to prevail in the
marketplace. The Federal Government's re-
sponsibility is only to ensure that the conduct
of competitors, once they have entered new
ines of business, does not impede competi--
tion and is not in violation of antitrust taws.
The goal is fair competition, recognizing that
the essence of competition is that some will
succeed—others will fail—based on how
well—or how poorly—they serve their cus-
tomers.

A very simple way to measure the eflective-

ness of any communications policy is to deter-
mine how long it will take before this proposal
achieves the stated goal of communications
competition. If the answer is § years, 7 years,
10 years or more, then we ocught to try again.
The marketplace ought to be opened up as
promptly as possible so that the American
people can benefit from the wealth of new
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technologies. that are becoming aveilable, as.
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consumers stand i save as much &3 363 bé-

Hion a yoars. As many as 3.6 milion new jobs
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decade. h
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IN HONOR OF DIARIO LAS AMERI-
. CAS ON ITS 41ST AN’NIVBRSARY

HON. I.INCOLN DIAZ-BALART
_ OF FLORIDA
'IN THB HOUSE OF RRPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 1994
Mr; DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in com-
mmmmnstyear of the first edition of

wm&mmawmrw
Wo'S give consuvners that choice and business
ﬂbopputmmngamprosperamlw
ate new jobe., '

collaboration of the distinguished- Aguirre fam-

HONORING THE WAKEMAN CON-
GREGATIONAL CHURCH ON THE
" OCCASION OF. ITS 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. PAIL E. GILLMOR
. OF OHIO
IN THE KOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 1994 '

July 12, 1994

and friendship to assigned children and their
families. Without these dedicated people work-
ing within the courts it would be far more dif-
ficult to provide these children with the sense
of stability and caring they have received
through the SBCAP.

M. Speaker, | ask that you join me, our co-
leagues, the volunteers of the SBCAP, and
the many chikten and familles they have
served over the years in recognizing the indi-
viduals that have made this program passible.
The SBCAP has touched the fives of many
people in our commumly and it is only fiting
that the House recognize its positive work
today.

RELIGION ON THE JOB
HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 1994
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
would like to commend to his colieagues the

3

IBUTE THE SAN
BERNARDINO CHILD ADVOCACY
PROGRAM

HON. JERRY LEWIS
OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF RRPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 1994
Ms. LEWIS of Celifornia. Mr. Speaker, |

o trom the June 25, 1954,

o!mmdividua!belp'assdeepﬂyheld{en-

(From the Washington Post, June 25, 1984}
RELIGION ON THE JOB
Whan the Bqual Employment Opponunlr.y
recently on
blnssmcm. in the workplace, mono people

many churches and the American Civil Lid-
erties Unlob, amotg others, The issue that
brought them together was religion, specifi-
cally, guidelines on what constitntes dls-
mmlnxllon in the workplace on the basis of
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The protesters are right. The pro-
pmod nid.llneom being rewritten.

Titde VII' of the Civil mnuu;onssq

on
as of of cases
making harassment c.h.um are filed with the
EEOC each year. In some cases, religious
people are hasaled by co-workers or denied
promotions by bosses who object to their
faith. On occasion, jokes teesing and critical
comments directed at & worker's religion
reech the level where the job site becomes a
bostile environment. These are legitimate
grievances that the BEOC must address and
correct.

A more complicated problem arises, how-
ever, when a nonbelfever, for example, is of-
fended by & co-worker's religious comments,
practices or even the clothing or jewelry an-
other wears for, religions reasors. That cer-
tainly does not amount to harsssment of the
nonbeliever on religious grounds

The guidelines published by the EEOC are
advisory only. But they are so vague and
broad as to create the impression that em-
ployers wishing to avoid liabllity are well
advised to knep the 'orkpluo wurely treo

of religi

Soms amnhyen have nlreuly intarpreted
the

as requiring them to peohibit
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