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processing in the districts of Long Istand and
New York, and general manager of the Ken- p 0
nedy Intemational Airport mail taciftty. He has the collateral source nie that aflows for doubie
served as Northeast regional director of mall recovery; abolish joint and several liability, so
p g and the O ) manager/post- - only defendants who are actually at faut are
master of the Newark and Florida divisions, fiable; require iodic pay of 0
He lod mail distribution in south Florida in the over $50,000 as opposed to tump-sum pay-
aftermath of Hurricane Andrew and did an ex- ment; limit attormeys fees to 25 percent of the
traordinary job that brought him wel-deserved first $100,000 and reduce the aliowable per-
national it centage as the award increases; estadlish a 1
year reasonable discovery rule and 3 year
for aimost 8 decade, beginning back in 1984 statute of limitation with special j for

This legislation will: set a $250,000 cap on
ic and punitive d: eliminate

force that | requested so we could bring much. not effective in compensating injured individ-

needed’ ovements to postal operations in  uals or at improving the quality of heaith care.
the Virgin Islands. It is a systsm with powerful incentives for
Jim recognized that we had real challenges wastefu! spending. Plaintiffs are allowed to
In the logistics of delivering the mail, both sue even if the facts do not merit a lawsuit,
within_the istands and offistand. He aiso real- and cash payments of 3 to 4 times claimants’
ized that our faclities were rd and dical tills are The median verdict
needed to be upgraded. in medical liability claims was $150,000 in
Qver the next 10 years, we took on an am- - 1989, $450,000 in 1991, and jumped to
bitious modemization program for all thwee is- $646.487 in 1992. The General Accounti

9
2
4

¥ Office repx that over half of total health
Station’ in  care liability costs are spent detending against
claims that resuft in no payment. A Rand
Corp. study found that 57 percent of money
ce - spent in health care Hability fitigation never
reaches injured patients.

Physicians and hospitals are forced to pro-
vide care, not for the well being of the patient,
but to protect themselves from lawsuits. Our
physicians are the bgst trained and equipped.
yet they are aiso the most often sued. Claims
against doctors rose from 2 per 100 in the
1960's to 18 per 100 in the late 1980's. Physi-
cians, fearing ce Suits, are increas-
ingly opting out of high risk speciatities and
medicine altogether. Those hurt most are dis-
advantaged pregnant women, rural commu-
nities, and senior citizens.

) Medical ma} Rabllity adds at least

: post- $15 billion a year to the cost of health care,

g .according to a recent study by the Competi-

the direct atten- tiveness Center of the Hudson tinstitute. it Is

in-depth knowledge driving up the cost of treatments, services,

C dical devices and pharmaceuticals, and in-

- hibits research and development of new prod-

. .uct. tisa to p provh and

taxpayers, and if we allow medical malpractice
suits to i

! care
will. conti to more exp: and
6 will be less access to care.
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Walton is one of them. REGARDING H.R. 3626 AND H.R. 3636
Today, Mr. Speaker, | recognize Jim Walton - —_—

and | commend him for al he had done on be- - HON. JIM NUSSLE

MMNMMNWWIM' . OF IOWA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
" Monday, June 27, 199
R *° Mr..NUSSLE. Mr. Speal

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Our current medical malpractice system is’

June 27, 1994

their efforts to determine reasonabie poficies
to reflect the recem changes in the industry.

The Energy and Commerce Committee ap-
proved two bills earfier this year H.R. 3636,

d g the i and tactur-
ing restrictions on the Bell breakup agreement,
and H.R. 3636, dealing with competition in the
cable tefevision and loca! telephone markets.
The Judiciary Committee approved a slightly
different version of H.R. 3626, and it is my un-
derstanding a compromise version of this leg-
islation has been agreed to by both commit-
tees.

While | am pleased the House is scheduled
to debate and vote on these pieces of legista-
tion tomomow, | want to pause for a moment
at the outset of consideration of these bills by
the full House of Representatives to raise an
important issue which we should keep in mind
throughout the debate on these bills. These
bilis are intended to promote competition and
stimulate investment. While some regulatory
oversight is needed over the new policies, it
seems to me the bills should not be inundated

ng = with unreasonable regulations and require-

ments of the Federal Communications Com-
mission and/or the Justice Department. -

Increased competition in the telecommuni-
cations industry will led to lower prices and
more choices for consumers. Most importantly,
rural areas will be befter served if there is
more competition in the industry. It seems to
me the best way to foster more competition to
lower prices, increase choices, and improve
servige 10 consumers is to minimize, to the ex-
tent practicably ik gulatory require-
ments and bureaucratic red tape lacing the in-
dustry. i

1 look forward to the debate that will ensue
on these bills. And | am hopetd Congress will
shape communications policles for the 21st
century without imposing unnecessary regula-
tions and bureaucratic red tape.

HONORING FRANK R. DUARTE IN
RECOGNITION FOR HIS OUT-
STANDING DEDICATION TO THE
LATINO COMMUNITY

HON. ESTEBAN EDWARD TORRES
OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSR OP REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 27, 1994
Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, ! rise' to com-
mend 8 ot inl dadieatad
nity leader, and a dear triend, Frank Duarte, a
gentieman atfectionately known as the elder of
east Los Angeles. .
Bom in 1910, in Chihuahua, Mexico, at a
time of intense civic tumoll, Frank has fived to
tell the history of both his adopted country, the
United States, and his native Mexico. In 1911,
!1'3 lamily“oﬂigme?‘ to the United States, fiee-

my
on the Energy and Commerce Committee and
very diligently gver the past year and one-halt
.-determine “the Nation’s eonvmmmlcations

Vo U Corammona T
+ .- . THB HQUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - .
7 Monday, June 27, 1984 & -

g

ing the dution. Frank's (ather,
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