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\l: OPPOSE THE BROOKS BILL
HON. CRAIG T. JAMES

OF FLORIDA
IN THB HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Saturday, October 3, 1992

Mr. JAMES. Mr. Spesker, ! H.A. 5098
comes 10 the floor In the closing days of this
Congress, | ask my colleagues 10 0ppose it
L.R. 5098 becauss R vicistes the
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Until June of this yeasr, Offatt Atr Force
Base was the hasdquarters of the Btrategioc
Alr Command. BAO was the single largest
employer in Nebrasks, and ita total Offutt
payroll in 1960 was just under $600 million.
Offutt bas seen its authorised persoanel de-
riine sipoe 1560 from 12,181 military and 1.868
oivilians to 0,968 military and 1,388 civilians
by mid-1963, & reduction of roughly 3,800 au-
h d Thess fig do not in-
olude the socompanying reductions in poo-
suthorised civilian personnsi and the reduo-
tion in military dependsnts living in ths sur~
rounding community. The dulk of these cuts
were 1n a relatively short period of time dur-
ing the first few months of this year.

The community did pot have very much
warning that these reductions were coming.
‘The Defenss Base Closure and Realignment

bad not 4 out Offutt for
significant reductions, 50 it cams as & sur-

Foros announced & to restructure the
major commands on Septsmtar 17, 1881. The
Strategic Alr S a8 to be inso-

Commar.

tivated. Many of BAC's iuscuions and person-
Bnel were removed from Offutt. A new Strate-
gio Command was to assume only & few of
BAC's pr On I

13, 1961, the specific impact of the restructar-
ing on the affected bases was announoced, and
received the first reliadle tnformation about
bow severe the on our

would be. The Strategio Alr Command was
officially inactivated on June 1, 1962.

Scaling back our defense establishment,
the 'y and the 1 1al .
1s taking a toll on many communities and it
1s taking a toll on many American families.
One of the most sericus challenges facing us
o we 1 ting opportuni-
tive for the displaced workers in jobs that
offer pay and benefits comparable to, if Dot
better than, the jobs lost. We can’t leave the
poople who worked to win the Cold War out
in the cold. After all, the House passed & bill
last week to help T30 Soviet high-tach de-
fense scientists and their families to briog

is
2 é

this
with legisiation
not just companies

Hi
§
i
f

HELPING FAMILIES AND COMMU-
NITIES AFFECTED BY THE DE-
FENSE BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS

HON. PETER HOAGLAND
OF NEBRABKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Saturday, Octobder 3, 1992

TESTIMONY _OF
HOAGLARD BEFORE THB DERFENSS CONVER-
810 COMMIBSION
Chairman Berteau and members of the

Commtsaion, thank you for this opportunity

to testify. My name i3 Peter Hoagland and I

pe Barpy
County, the home of Offutt Air Force Base,

thelr kn dge to America for the next four

yeoars. If we can take special steps to “‘re-em-

ploy” Boviet scientists, surely we can take
1al stops to “re-employ’’ our people.

We must capitalise on the highly skilled
and competsnt people who will move from
defense jobs to the private sector. We must
recogoise that they can bring valuable tal-
enta to many sectors of our soonomy. We
have to impr our ing and
»ffort to help and

1 move eff: 1y
sector. This is & two-pronged challeage.
First, we must devote more resources at
all levels of government to programs like the
Job Training Partnership Act, student loans
and adult education. Ws must Promots meas-
ares like my bill to enhance technology
training at the nation's community colleges.
The community oollege network is the larg-
oSt arm of Al higher od Wita
1ta roots in the local community and its ties
to the local economy, a community college
s in the unique positicn of being abdble to de-
sign training programs to meet the demands
of an o tr < 0o}
legos are especially advantagecus for adulta
because of their low cost and flexibility o
scheduling. Today, almost 50 peroent of com-
oollege d are of lleg

Age.

The seoond aspect of belping former de-
fense parsonne] move to the private sector is
Job creation. It seoms to me that with the

headquarters of the Stratagioc (

pr ting this nation, there must
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