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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Aug. 1

vears is when the Bosnian Serbs thought the
United Nations would permit NATO and the
Americans who are working with NATO to
use air power to stop the aggression so that
there would have to be a negotiated settle-
ment. And in the last several days, the last
couple of weeks in Gorazde, you know, we've
gotten five convoys through; there has been
no assault on it

And I think that this new strategv will work
if we can hammer out a negotiated settle-
ment and there's a new effort there. So 1
believe that is the best strategy. I've said it
all along, and I haven't changed my position.
I'm going to try to see that position prevail.

Whitewater and Waco Hearings

Q. Mr. President, on both the ongoing
hearings, Waco and Whitewater, are you con-
vinced and can you say for the record that
everything that is going to come out is out
vis-a-vis where you stand in the White House
and your policy decisions on both?

The President. As far as | know—we have
not added anything new to what was already
known, but as far as I know we have been
totally forthcoming and have said evervthing
there is to be said on it.

r—Telecommum'ca!ions Reform
Q. Mr. President, can you tell us, first of

all, why vou want to veto the telecommuni-,

cations bill? 1 understand that you're con-
cerned about concentration of media power.
And in regard to that, can you comment on
the merger yesterday between ABC and Walt
Disney and the proposed merger that may
happen today between CBS and Westing-
house and whether you see this concentra-
tion of power happening?
~ The President. Well, I think first of all,
you have to take—on these mergers, under
‘our law and as a matter of economics, you
have to take them case bv case and analyze
them. And all I know about the proposed
mergers is what I read this morning when
I woke up. So I can’t comment on that.
I do think it would be an error to set up
a situation in the United States where one
person could own half the television stations
in the country or half of the media outlets.
And we don’t have a fairness doctrine any-
more, and we don't have—particularly if we
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took the Federal Government out of—all the
Federal agencies out of any kind of mainte-
nance of competition or maintenance of
competitive environment, by taking the Jus-
tice Department out of it, for examnple.

I would remind you that we have the most
successful telecommunications operations in
the world partly because we have had the
proper balance between a highly competitive
environment and an openness to new forces
and new technologies and new entries in it
from all around the world.

I want very badly to sign a telecommuni-
cations bill. We tried to pass one, this admin-
istration did, during the last session of Con-
gress. One of the interest groups affected by
this great drama that’s unfolding in the tele-
communications area prevented, through its
supporters in the Senate, prevented the bill
from passing in the last session of Congress.
1 hope we can get it, but we want to get
it right.

The Vice President has done a lot of work
on this over the years. He and I have talked
about this at great length. Ard we have nego-
tiated in good faith with the Congress to try
to get it right. We want very much to sign
a bill. We believe it will be good for the
American economy and good for the Amer-
ican consumers if it's the right kind of bill.
So we'[l keep working on it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 am. in the
Briefing Room at the White House. j\

Teleconference Remarks to the
Fraternal Order of Police
August 1, 1995

Thank you very much, Dewey. I'm going
to miss those introductions. I want to thank
you for vour § years of strong leadership as
the national president of the Fraternal Order
of Police. It gives me great pleasure to
present you a Presidential commendation for
vour distinguished service to the Nation,
which I believe the Attorney General will
personally deliver to you tomorrow.

I also want to thank the other departing
board members for all the hard work that
vou have done to help us strengthen law en-
forcement around the country. I understand
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