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WlliamJ dinton

Procl amati on- - Presi dent Lincoln and Sol di ers' Hone Nati onal
Monunent

July 7,2000

By the President of the United States of Anerica

A Procl amati on

Each year from 1862 through 1864, President Abraham Li ncoln and his
famly left the White House to take up residence during the warm
weat her nonths at Anderson Cottage, a home in northwest Washington
D.C., on the grounds of a site then known as the Soldiers' Hone. It
is estimated that President Lincoln spent one quarter of his
presidency at this hone, riding out to it nany evenings fromlate
June until early Novenber. The house and surrounding | and are now
part of the U S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, a conponent of the
Armed Forces Retirenment Hone, an independent establishment in the
executive branch. This house and its grounds are objects of great
hi storic significance and interest.

It was here, in Septenber of 1862, that President Lincoln conpleted
the drafting of the Emanci pation Proclamation. Hi s second fl oor
bedroom and much of the rest of the house are configured as they
were when he was in residence, and original mantels, woodwork, and
wi ndows are retained. A magnificent copper beech tree under which he
read and relaxed is still growing at the site. It was also fromthis
house that, in July of 1864, he traveled 2 miles north to view the
battle of Fort Stevens, during which he actually came under fire as
he stood beside the Union troops defending the capital. The house
has been designated a National Hi storic Landnark by the Nationa
Par k Servi ce.

The [ and was purchased by the Federal Government through the
Sol diers' Hone Trust Fund in 1851 to establish a hone for invalid
and di sabl ed soldiers of the US. Arny, the first such attenpt to
provide for nenbers of the regular army. The house was first used as
a sunmer retreat by President Buchanan from 1857 to 1860, and
continued to be used as such by several presidents, including
Presi dent Hayes from 1877 to 1880 and President Arthur from 1882 to
1884. It becane known as Anderson Cottage in honor of Mjor Robert
Ander son, the Union conmmandi ng officer at Fort Sumter at the
out break of the Cvil War.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U. S.C. 431),
aut horizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public
procl amation historic |andmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest



that are situated upon the |ands owned or controlled by the
Government of the United States to be national monunents, and to
reserve as a part thereof parcels of lands, the linmts of which in
all cases shall be confined to the smallest area conpatible with the
proper care and managenent of the objects to be protected.

Wiereas it appears that it would be in the public interest to
reserve such | ands as a national nonunent to be known as the
Presi dent Lincoln and Sol di ers' Hone Nati onal Mnument:

Now, Therefore, |, WlliamJ. dinton, President of the United
States of America, by the authority vested in ne by section 2 of the
Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S. C. 431), do proclaimthat
there are hereby set apart and reserved as the President Lincoln and
Sol di ers' Hone National Mnunent for the purpose of protecting the
objects identified above, all lands and interests in |ands owned or
controlled by the United States within the boundaries of the area
descri bed on the nap entitled "President Lincoln and Sol di ers' Hone
Nati onal Monunent" attached to and forming a part of this
procl amation. The Federal land and interests in |land reserved
consi st of approximately 2.3 acres, which is the snmallest area
conpatible with the proper care and managenent of the objects to be
pr ot ect ed.

Al'l Federal lands and interests in lands within the boundaries of
this monunent are hereby appropriated and withdrawmm fromall forns
of entry, location, selection, sale, or |leasing or other disposition
under the public land or other Federal |aws, including but not
limted to withdrawal fromlocation, entry, and patent under the
m ning | aws, and fromdisposition under all laws relating to mneral
and geot hermal | easing.

The nmonunent historically has been a part of the U S. Soldiers' and
Airnmen's Hone, a facility administered by the Armed Forces
Retirenment Hone, an independent establishnent of the Executive
Branch. The Arnmed Forces Retirenent Home, through the U S. Soldiers'
and Airnen's Hone, shall nanage the monunent as an integral part of
that surrounding facility and consistent with the purposes and
provi sions of this proclamation. |In nmanagi ng the nmonument, the Arnmed
Forces Retirenent Hone shall consult with the Secretary of the
Interior through the National Park Service.

For the purpose of preserving, restoring, and enhancing the
public's appreciation of the nmonunent, the Arnmed Forces Retirenent
Hone shall prepare, in consultation with the Secretary of the
Interior through the National Park Service, a managenent plan for
this monunent within 3 years of this date. Further, to the extent
aut hori zed, the Arned Forces Retirenent Home shall promulgate, in
consultation with the Secretary of the Interior through the Nationa
Park Service, regulations for the proper care and nanagenent of the
objects identified above.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deened to revoke any existing
wi t hdrawal , reservation, or appropriation; however, the nationa
nonurent shall be the domi nant reservation. Warning is hereby given
to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, injure, destroy, or
renove any feature of this nmonunent and not to | ocate or settle upon



any of the lands thereof.

In Wtness Wereof, | have hereunto set ny hand this seventh day of
July, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the |ndependence
of the United States of Anerica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WlliamJ. dinton

NOTE: At the tine of publication, this proclamation had not been
received by the Ofice of the Federal Register for assignnent of a
procl amati on nunber.



