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Steel Hector & Davis

6840 5.W. 92nd sr., Miami, Fla. 33156

TO: _

DATE: October I, 1997 Our FAX number 305/ 557- 3572

PAGES:

Dcar Norman:

I am starting to sec an important. similarity between the recently
published National Geographic Society / National Geographic
Interactivc CD-Rom (copyright 1997) and the National Geographic
Society / Educational Insights (Reefs & Oceans) Copyright 1995.

The copyright law docs provide the publisher the right to create
collective works and the decision in the Tasini case bears this
out. The publisher (in this case the National Geographic Society)
does indeed have the right and eyen the authorization to transfer
certain intellectual properties into a "for profit" relationship
(National Geographic Interactive / Educational I,nsights).

Another point of interest is that the Society has the proclivity
of breathing new life into their old copyrights and evcn into
publications of the Society which have long gone into public
domaino

\~, ~ FAXII: 577-!-001

~,~~~ -----"X"AT!"1T'MN~:t!fmanDad:')
~ ~~ 3 Including caver sheet

~ J-- Difficul ty with FAX trnnsmission, please phone 305/ 667-4051

~~~1
\O~

In the case of the coYer of the National Geographic Magazine,
January, 1962, please note the inhanced copyright notice on the
bottom of the CD-Rom print-out (1997). If this is allowed ~s,a

new date of a collective work, what does it do to the copyrights
that were assigneu to me by the Society back in 1985. Another
question is that do they have the right to transfer~y copyrights
to another entity (National Geograpbic Interactive)? Another point
is that if this is only a "reprint" of the magazine (ads and all)
why do they need a 1997 copyright on all of the print-out pages.
Perhaps tbe'copyght on my 1962 cover should read; Copyright 1962. 1997
Wbere do my copyrights kick in on the C~Rom?

Tho shark plate in the Educational Insights "Reefs & Ocean" is an
interesting example of an art work plate published and copyrighted
in February 1968 issue of the National Geographic Magazine (not for
profit) and later republished under a neW copyright (1995) with
Educational Insights (a for profit arrangement). What does that
do to my copyrights in Fish Men Fear (1969) and the The Living
Reef (1972)? With the magazine coming out in 1968 and my books
coming out in 1969 and 1972, what are my rights on the re-usc
and new copyright of the Educltional product that came out in
1995? New copyright = new product?

Sincerely yours, Jerry Greenberg
SEAHAWK PRESS
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