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BuckIsland
Underwater Je~el

A KTIC I...E " N f) PI-fO l OO KAN I. HV

JI':KK Y AN D IDA Z GREEN BFKG

I , \l l 'KQ l Oh l-. WOR I,H oil 'I udh!hl .1IIt! ·h.ll lo\O we '\\lnl thp'll~h "
lllul ll ht lL'fI2;; , dt." , IU-lI' r.. <II eolden elk hom 'f)raJ '0\ III I ""lit-I'- l.lIlI ii' • rruIIn
I v~ rnn~ ..-:l ran~ 'INI ft!alhcor-w.">1Il III th(' l u rnlh l• •l.IId Ilt':JIlI h~l. u( '"an

\Hlut Cli hrtun co ral \\ e ...rl! u "k,rlfll1t -kl n 1,i1H-r" I>;lr,uf!:oo:- ttw(il,\.u 11.101j ll~ uMI"r
wan-r Inlll {IT 11\11"k 1..lund Red :'\ltu"lIa l ~ l lmu lTl1.' lll in the t ' ... \ Intl" h.land-

" u l1tnd n l/. n ~I'k'" Il ( ,ll to!llt~cd markt'u l hill IIl' 1Il1th e wm. Ih: 1111'1"'r l hruul:h
.1':1.... rda:dnlo!l~ warm 1In..1 ..:1 de:u 111.11 we can >;('t' l!~\ IN'~ " ht'illl F. \ t'~ ~'~rl' we
m um III Ihi\ fo mJdt~-. In11haRl tr" I1~( /ll fi:'lh keen u.. , " ml'ltnl \'1'11111\ 1.111 .nallpn~

hi ll,. 1.lnp. VrctWh . nj;C'l" \ tJlIntk ' I t;ul d l<h. -tn llt'd Il(\rkl i,!l , \ ,u h'" I..r 1"(jr....rrnl·
fi-h. ,111,1 (OllN"l: LUHl!rlhli~h Imn\ni hlf markmr tlwt r('-e-mb lt u tril t'\C'\ Tnw
but 1 'IIl(lI;l,CIl!~ <!"Im.>Clfl)h 1111' uue 1111'llO'ro..-llre l If \/of' ceme 11M' nl".IJ dWlr tl' r nwnal
''HIl'k, I k c.a-- ":iIlltll, \<I ... - I" ,UI 1II~l o.:m J)o.·rl"il <p011(',1 "' fora \ n· t lurkm2 IInd,'r.! k"~l'

III " .111 I i'l l" II 'P IIl\ Ioh<..ler
1'\\' 1A't:1Ian uIldl'1'Vo3tc r Ilbf'tllM1r,lllhf'r tor nI(.r(' rhnn :u venr ;\1- \\\rl' h l.u ;lOll

" IH ' III1(\nm "'u~y , 1.1 .\lI kC', 11, 'l.Iu] Mi mi. m, h~\O' In l!S;:1'f1' ''Il nl ll' ~' h'JoIH,dln l'l:l:m
fo'lom b. ""at ..l"~ \ l't l~ "'(' IZ,litk pa...t " uto:-n'VI'IIl/t-' rmwnrtl ....lIh . IUlI(IlI;! rural ;anll
,11111\ e 1\\ 1 ~ 1U1.ll nl k' y \ tMI~l l"(1 "111tw hile ~ il.JlfI. Vol'urI" l.bult'u !J, lhl - . h lm n lt n nl.t
1'1,1\ l(rnu rwl "-t mo,,;' wuh hili.. " I' "OJ (....:u(,f . hilr\';". (.II" bMr.'(Url, I~, Bur k I..l.1n(1
ha- "t:\t'r knl1",n un " lIud., With numelll li_ -hllllD'" ~pol,< lllld t1t't I"-'r ......- 11\11\. 01
~ \'1 ~.:, l td, IJI\' I't'f'f l ~ ,I r/lU,"t r t ra ll um: j{rll\l ,,,I I" r nn\ Ife ' fIol rkel.. ,...,

l-;'I- I\ nfter h" ur , ' If I.lu nlbln,( IIII' marvel- ~.f t h!~ t ....n lit ..... n 1".,....1111, l ilt ~"U II I!

-h' r ~ 1,1".1,1' 0 ~lll\ II f.." mnre muun..oc 011h "Ot' n ,l h'ml: H~ "Lum I." lun '.
them -hore ward Utrn" .~ nl l) -hu ll,·w- Ih l' luw

flUI, I'AI : !'" I ft l II . 0 1'1

"u huoilrine .h(>'~ I:'/I' ~ ,,( IIw '"
I· t..nd R~d btl'l''' tin 'II n.u:in\:
, ...n..' ,,( h,,'. In,I 'I!tln;; "r'.:a

,.IO... r"' I\~ l",nLu nd I t " !1Il\(' 'I
1.\l..f , he l' ' '' I'll } ,,,b.II~ e•. t ht-\ ,Ire
1...1.1 ..... lI11h " T\1oUl h "1"' l\l n ~ .Ilftl
l ~!"lll~ k- lk<>l t ' !l1' ,..,,1

\ lIl1 l l'l llr~ I'Ullril' r rl:'(,( ...l mt~1

ri "'-!. hum"~"l(lrd Itu,l 1-1.,011
lm, hl '11'1\111' ll...t a hall "fflltr
/Wlrlht' .,.\ , ,,,o. t 101 '" ( ',, ~ ~ \ " ,
I' .,. rudllllll"''''l'd \\ ('.1 lN h4ll
·1"'11' l1l1" ' fTI1j' low l _l'N'"
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t·ot l

11 ·\S T,\ 'i-T I' nHI.\! tIlRE...T . r e ch
toward he lu=h! un Bu k 1 ~ t. Hl( t

Ked .. h l' ['fnn~ ",t"l \ 1 I..mt brai n
( . lr.tl em ircl ·d l, \ d~b,)m, ~" Ie 1...
lu-r eve- IU1 llu' nt--J'.. 11\111::' 1 ~)tIJr- u l

err-en .tntl _-,lil
1111 un dc w ....tcr rnciropoh I" the

palw nt \\ IlrL. uf [nlhun - "' nnv I rva 
tu re- f.::J. h 1t ral I,"\I~ I' ,it ' l I mIn
fl.'t. IIf three .,1 Il ... L.lnd 11111 - I" '1.d 

uatine .J. cb.u n III' urvi v41 HflWrit '
,.ltt Th, 1IU'c"f 1.\ r l 'rll" .tllll ' .1 nue-,

't l luru..·t"r:, , Ip'" tht ,;. -dt:t.tl r1

m01l1hOI ue n ftl ltOIl:-ul . lllt.C...rr .. I IMllnJ... .
Live p olyps I"On14JO borde- HI mrrm

"'--"IU'- phnt HI .I mlllll.>l ll ~ llrn ,·fi(uJ
St.M1 nCnhlp Tht q, ral prnd un ".. " , rl IlI"
l hn rdv .HlI I t...ther \\.1.1--1(' U etu l til the
,,)•.10 the planG pruvidc tht.' poh~
\\ IIh '\"1: n rn II q ·n \'t" nt l f1l .rrra nge
mem I alled svm btosu. (rom {,r t fk
,,",,1.. ml·.lnln::· II"H1" Il t.,:rlhrr "
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E \ '"E R1\ £1 on jUI1 lelike brus h
whtm ,,"lh l n ru..l limt '-WI>'"

Our Iam ilv ..u we climb to th H I).
fOOl 4·~1· of kuck b land TIlt' n
ILmd crab scu rr! 5 across our path
Banannquu - .ilnd witr hl.N"'ii II ll

overhead , and an emer ald -thr oat
d hummin~hird prol",. 1,, 11 11,101

blossorns \Vt follow Q ( fH..tu...·
lUfhled 1.ra:i1 l't~1 ncacltl nnd

poisonnus mnu bmeehrees \\ ho-r
ml l ~, <11 can burn Ih• •kin hke
Jy :-' 1Ik.r h en thr- !cJr1urr.,1
hrnnrhev nr tu rpe nti ne trees 1

"octIl IHJ~ l'''' In knot- ..
On ou r dally run to ~1 rmx

almant .."/I . lnS"', l\Ii kf m it the
boom rluwe r It.,nl, cetune it ('001
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c lllnk~n~ in each wa ve. .\oHm. hkr:,.
10believe UHtl our \'r~"C' 1 wasont e
., ptrute ship. und our klf' I"r Ii "!

not hing I fl d rsencbam her . AU 0 1

us l!Lo;lf I h i' (Iin H IIf 1)1" 1.\ hnck
~ U(i1iT151 the ca nvas a.'i. we ride the
trade wrrul__

,\ d ditU: to the fu n, tour boa t
(.A\J\ l rtl ll;o l'n J,r"iJ $:l: In sood-na tured
racee on t he morruue ru n ,,, Hill .
tsl nnd and 1)0 the evernng return
H1ft \ \< ITlit I uadl horn when p.Ito'i·
IO~ one ..mtnher Iht!) han ue
Io.rl ltd\' iu· . " I lt~ rnon, put out yo
ha t n cor h mo wmd (or \n , :tiP"

Oil I hr r le..m .' !il days W S[! i.1Jl

on tnnk - of (' ,)mpre~ .('(1 ai r rr;r a
ler-urelv hnur of mi)\· tr · ", aklll~ un

U1\: unrie rwan-r Imi! \ immlt a
;u!X'"f.iIlh ' n!liN l\! ikr ("u,,<,
u ". 1101' tail snapper dnfun >11<" e
a rn it m. rJq 'r .. u rami Milm like
10 Ieed the Ii h a nn try t() I:w-t lJu'n'
TI,,, wat h helmet shetls and
starfish .'!lLrlUHt firm .." the rr [ und
see a ImrrtlUb.!hnlhleh· oJ... neck Qf
ce rul Then nur hou r ld Inmdc i ....
c;.1\e"nl. ,md ~"-' arc b'lt"" ashore.
llw f;tlrl; tn eacnerl mrrent .. Itl

l:t1k tthOUl what thej :-.l W ami
~lt b,(' f'ftf,;t"t til lllf'f it if' an ~J"

[M"liar lish he spoued, if ""I,
he can rwiru Huck Island"..under
warer tnu l nfttll encuah, hl" ~

"'UTe- ht 'li rh-cnver Il nf'\\ sre o c..
...om etlll:'-' 0

Copyright C 1997 National Geographic Society, All Rights Reserved


