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104 Copyright Law of the Unitad States
§ 201 + Ownershlp of copyright!
(a) Initial Ownership ~—Copyright in a work protected under this title vests
Initially in the author ¢r authors of the work, The authors of a joint work are coowner
of copyright in the work,
(b) Works Made for Hire.—In the case of a work made for hire, the ermployer
or other person for whom the work was prepared Is consldered the author for purposes
of this title, and, unless the parties have expressly agreed otherwise in a written
- instrument signed by them, owns all of the rights comprised in the copyright.
(¢) Contributions to Collective Works—Copyright in each separate caniribution
to & collective work is distinct from copyright in the collective work as a
whole, and vests initially in the author of the contributicon, In the absence of an express
transfer of the copyright or of any rights under it, the awner of copyright in
the collective work is presurmed to have acquired ahiy the privilege of reproducing
and distributing the contribution as part of that particular collective work, any revision
of that collective work, and any later collective work in the same series.
(d) Transfer of Ownershipi-—
(1) The ownarship of a copyright may be transferred in whole or in part by
any means of conveyance or by operation of taw, and may be begueathed by
will or pass as personal property by the applicable laws of intestate succession.
{2) Any of the exclusive rights comprised in a copyright, including any subdivision
of any of the rights speci.ed by section 106, may be transferred as provided
by clause (1) and owned separately. The owner of any particular exclusive
right is entitled, to the extent of that right, to all of the protection and
remedies accorded to the copyright owner by this title.
(&) Involuntary Transfer —When an individual author's ownership of a
copyright, or of any of the exclusive rights under a copyright, has not previously
keen transferrsd voluntarily by that individual author, no action by any governmental
body or other of.cial or organization purperting to seize, expropriats,
trangfer, or exercise rights of ownership with respect to the copyright, or any of
the exclusive rights under a copyright, shall be given effect under this tltie except
as provided under title 11.2
§ 202 - QOwnership of copyright as distinct from ownership
of material ¢bject
Ownership of a copyright, or of any of the exclusive raghts under a copyright, is
distinet from ownership of ary material object in which the work is ambocdied.
Transfer of ownership ot any material object, including the copy or phonorecord
in which the work is .rst .xed, does not of itself convey any rights in the copyrighted

work embodled In the object; nor, in the absence of an agreement, does
Copyright Ownership and Transfer

transfer of ownership of a copyright or of any exciusive rights under a copyright
convey proparty rights in any material object.
§ 201
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(b) Works Made for Hire,~([n the cqse of a work made for hire, the ernployer

or other person for whom the work was prepared |s considered the author for purposes
of this title, and, unless the parties have expressly agreed otherwise in a written
instrument signed by them, owns all of the rights comprised in the copyright.

(c) Contributions to Collective Warks.—Copyright in each separate contribution
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transfer of the copyright or ot any rights under It, the owner of copyright in
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of that collective work, and any later collective work in the same serias.
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(1) The ownership of a copyright may be transferred in whole or in part by
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will or pass as personal property by the appllcable laws of intestate succession.
(2) Any of the exciusive rights comprised in a copyright, including any subdivision
of any of the rights speci.ed by sectlon 1086, may be transtferred as provided

by clause (1) and owned separately. The owner of any particular exclusive

right is entitied, to the extent of that right, to all of the protection and

remedies accorcded to the copyright owner by this title.

(@) Involuntary Transfer.~When an individual author’s ownership of a
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the exclusive rights under a copyright, shall be given gffect under this title, except
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§ 202 - Ownership of copyright as distinct from ownership |
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Ownership of a copyright, or of any of the exclusive rights under a copyright, is |

distinet from ownership of any materilal object in which the work is embodied.

Transfer of ownership of any material object, including the ¢opy or phonorecord.
in which the work is .rst .xed, does not of itself convey any rights in the copyr:ghted

work embodied In the object; nor, in the absence of an agreement, does
Copyright Ownership and Transfer

transfer of ownership of 2 copyright or of any excluslvn r|ghts under a copyright
convey property rights in any material object.
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“(a) Initial Ownership.—Copyright in a work protected under this title vests

Initiaily in the author or authors of the work The authors of a joint work are coowner
of copyright in the work,

(b} Works Made for Hire,—In the case of @ work made for hire, the employer

or other person for wham the work was preparsd Is consldered the author for purposes
of this title, and, unless the parties have expressly agreed otherwise in a written
instrument signed by them, owns all of the rights cormprised in the copyright.

- {c) Contributions to Collective Works -Copyrlght in each separate contribution

to a collective work is distinct from copyright in the collective work as a
whole, and vests initially in the author of the contribution, In the absence ofan express '
transfer of the copyright or of any rights under it, the owner of copyright In

the collective work is presumed to have acquired enly the privilege of reproducing

- and distributing the contribution as part of that particular collective work, any rewsmn
‘of that collective work, and any later collective wark in the same serles '

(d) Transfer of Ownership.~—~

(1) The ownership of a copyright may be transferred in whole or in part by

any means of conveyance or by operation of law, and may be hegueathed by

will or pass as personal property by the applicable laws of intestate succession.
{2) Any of the exciusive rights comprised in a copyright, including any subdivision
of any of the rights speci.ed by section 106, may be transterred as provided

by clause (1) and owhed separately. The owner of any particular excluswe

right is entitled, to the extent of that right, to all of the protection and

remedies accorded to the copyright owner by this title.

(&) Involuntary Transfer—When an indlvidual author’s ownershtp ofa .

copyright, or of any of the exclusive rights under a ¢copyright, has not previously
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Qwnership of a copyright, cor of any of the exclusive rights under 3 cobyrlght is
distinct from ownership of any material object in which the work is embogdied.
Transfer of ownership of any material object, including the copy or phonorecord
in which the work is .rst .xed, does not of itself convey any rights in the copyrighted
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