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The new Commissioner

In the Spring of this year, all the
members of the Commission of the
European Communities resigned,
following a financial scandal. They
kept their portfolios on a temporary
basis, until the appointment of new
Commissioners took effect on 15
September.  Only three of the
~original Commissioners were re-
appointed. One of them was Sr
Mario Monti, previously the
Commissioner for the Intemnal
Market: he is now responsible for
Competition Policy, in place of Mr
Kare! van Miert, who has not been
re-appointed. Sr Monti was soon in
the news. Described in the London
Times as “Get-tough Monti”, he was
reported to have “grounded” the
Airtours merger.  Mergers are
seldom blocked by the
Commission, so each of the cases in
which this happens tends to make
the headlines. A report of the
Airtours case is included in this
issue.

The ECSC Treaty

Another old friend is due to
disappear shortly. The European
Coal and Steel Community Treaty,
the first of the Treaties setting up the
European Communities, is due to
lapse in two years’ time. It was
concluded in 1952 and, unlike the
other  Treaties, which are
“concluded for an unlimited
period”, was limited to 50 years.
According to the Commission, the
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European Union’s policy for the
steel industry will soon be aligned
with that of other manufacturing
sectors (Commission Statement
IP/99/726). At present special rules
apply to competition in the steel
industry: a harsher wind may blow
in future.

Competitiveness

Connoisseurs of Brussels jargon
appreciate the difference between
competition and competitiveness.
Competition refers primarily to
trading conditions within the
European Union, competitiveness to
the conditions of global trade. It
follows that the Commission’s
periodic Competitiveness Reports
are concemed with the success of
European industry in the face of
external challenges. As it happens,
the recently published Third Report
is less concemned with world-wide
competition than with external
crises and in particular the
problems of south-east Asia. But,
like the two previous two reports, it
reflects the intentions of Article 157
(formerly 130) of the EC Treaty, with
its concept of public authorities
playing an active role in directing
the  energies of industrial
corporations. As in the steel
industry in 1970s and 1980s, the
Commission still tends to think in
terms of “managing structural
change” in industry and to what it
calls “the design of enterprise
policy”. Both terms are used in the
Third Report. O
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