e maa peasAs A AT LAAALAL WA WA v aaa

s - WASH. PoST /ot ]
N ader Calls GSA Policy.

&
=
-F

On Researchers’ Patents.

“Giveaway of U.S. nghts ;

1.2
¥

o/

s
't

; By Ward' Smdaur ‘
T i Washington Post Sta.ff Writer s

CA new government policy allowing uniVersitle& to -
.. profit' from inventions developed with federal.re- |
~+- search money will deprive the Treasury, of millions .
&% of dollars in potential muome, Ralph Nader charged

: J’Estexsday :
Gbn§amer advocate Nader and an assoeiate, Dr.
&) idney "3, Wolfe, said the new policy, which took
i »effedlyesterday, will result in an “unconStitutmnal :
.3 T i’iveaway” of government patent nghts o

;*Iader and Wolfe made their protestin a 1etter to
Jbel Solomon, administrator of the General Services -
s ?Administration, which announced plans to estabhsh
eé”" he new. policy last month. .

i K gpokesman at GSA said that Solomop Fiad riot
. seen the ‘Nader-Wolfe letter and that the’ agency
'_‘ would have no comment on it yesterday. . .

; 1-“H this policy is implemented, it is likely that —_
;‘:. over the next decade—these institutions will ‘Teap
. ‘hundreds of millions of dollars of profits from- work"

supported by the federal government,” they said. .
Nader and Wolfe "cited the departments of De~
- fense Energy and Health, Education ahd Welfare
whos:a resgarch grants “result in the dlscovery of
“imedieal déevices such as artificial hearts, energy-sav-
. ing devices and electronic equ1pment.”
-l':' :Under the rule, announced Feh, 2 by GSA in at|
K statement in the Federal Register, the federal grant " |
recipients in sucl situations will Be able to.retain’ -
", commerczal nghts and mcome from theu- d1scover-
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'f. . GSA’s ln‘:tle-notlced announcement sald the new
17 policy had been recommended. by a federal coordi--
""' natind councll, acting on the advice of a comm1ttee
O intellectual property and mfbrmatlom .
i XThe rule was issued without the customary penod
far public” éomment and, while the pohcy was ' to
" take eifect ‘yesterday, GSA said that 'in some. in-.
stances it could take effect beforehand, .-
i Nader and Wolfe charged that GSA had gone be— |
yond its autherlf.y in issuing the rule. They also said.
_ that Congress’has made it clear that it has never
iutended GSA to have the authority to dlspase of
7. the nghts to govemment owned patents and mvenm
.o tiong T i .
= : ‘The GSA rile apphes to umversmes and certam
nonproﬂt organizations whose research work has
- been entirel‘y funded through federal contract;_ -
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By Ward' Smclarc
Washingtan Past Stsff Writer

der advocate Nader ‘and an associate, Dr.r, .
"3 Wolfe, said the new policy, which took "
ffect yesterday, will result in an unconstitutlonal N
Biveaway” of government patent nghts R
: ddér:and Wolfe made their protest in a letter to’ _
widoel ‘Solomon, administrator of the General Services -
EAdmlnistratlon, which announced plans to: estabhsh
‘the new policy last month,
A dpokesman at GSA said that Solomon had not
seen the Nader-Wolfe letter and . that the agency :
would have no comment on it yesterday ’
. “1f this policy is implemented, it is likely. that —
over the next decade—these institutions-will -reap |.
hundreds of millions of dollar§ of profits from- ‘work’
2 supported by the federal government,” they said. )
¢ Nader and Wolfe cited the departments of De-
=i fense, . Energy and Health, Education and Welfare: ¢
" whose research grants’ “resuIt in the discovery of
“'medical dévices such as artificial ‘hearts,: energy-sa\r- s
: .ing devices and elegtronic equipment,’ v _
“Under the rule, announced Feb.'2 by GSA in ar|
statement in the Federal Reglster, the federal grant s

commerc1al nghts and mcome from the1r dxscover
jess ‘ -




