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'-My dear Senator Bartlett.

: Thls Center has ‘been advised by Mr° Norman Latker, Patent
Counsel ‘DHEW, that certain pending Federal patent legislation (Bill

‘ "HR—6249) is being subjected to hearings by the Monopoly Sub- Commlttee '
' f'of the Senate Select Committee on Small Bu31nese,; S -

. . It is. our understandlng that 1f the proposed leglslatlon' :
'should become law it would apply to Federal grants to universities and
- colleges and to nonproflt institutions engaged in research.  This isa s
matter.of concern for,.in my oplnlen?.Ltﬁueuld have. a. deletenmous,ef--‘~”f?;'"
fect on the patent system, which is basie to the free~enterprlse funda- o

mentals on Wthh our nation is founded. : :

Speaklng From my oun background of tralnlng and experlence a7f"":
that ‘of research admlnlstratlon - it is hard for me to conceive of a e
situation involving a research grant by the Federal Government to a : . -
' grantée institution wherein the Federal Government is the sole support~
er of the respectlve pr0]ect. e : : : g S

. ~ The deslgnatlon of a grant is a “grantuln—ald” and in keepw-.~
f-1ng with that concept, the institution must demonstrate cost sharing -
‘capability. Cost sharing also manlfests itself in several other ways.
HMany institutions are state-supported, and it is the state that pro- - .+
vides the support of the research endeavor by providing much in the way .
oof direct operating costs, bulldlngs, and research resources to support '
. the research effort.- : S : : ohe

. ‘ 'Infadditlon,'mahy institutions, such as ours, strive continu- .
"ally to obtain funding from foundations and the public to support re- =

- search programs. Funds ave also obtained from the voluntary granting
_agencies such as the 'Ame'rican Cancer Society. Thus, there is a great. L
comingling of funds for the support of the research program in the non- e
-proflt settlng . : : Sl :
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- Thus, it would seem 1nappropr1ate that title to a patent ﬁ'dee
should be retained by the. Federal Government only by reason of partlal .
_ flscal support. e e . .

: To crltlclze is -one thlng -~ to reuonnead is arother It A
Seeme to me that in the examination of the patent policy, as is presﬂ R
. ently being done, consideration should be glven to a procedure where-
- by the Federal Government could either share in the proceeds from - . -
“royalties which might result from the invention of a process or pro- -
duct, or could be directly reimbursed for its costs incurred in the
'a;support of the program from whlch the patent emanated -a "pay back" L
‘ procedure. : : : . : \ s

R _ You: are, - I belleve, well aware of the current DHEW pollcy o

on 1nvent10ns generdted under Federal Grants. The procedure involves ;jf._
. “an institutional agreement and one of its purposes is to stlmulate and e
' -encourage the development of patent appllcatlons. : : = -

_ ' We Iook upoﬁ thls procedure as belng ohe promulgated for

" the best interests of the American publlc It would, in my oplnlon,
‘be retrogressive to destroy this policy which has evolved over years
of ‘painstaking work on the part of many dedlcated publlc servants and oo

"members of Congress. : .

'Sdﬁoerely-YOﬁrs;

)

Clme.. B R
_“'eet Dr. T. R. Talbot, Jr..
S Dp.A. G. Knudson -

.. My, G. Willing Pepper.
- Norman Latker, Esq. .




ThlS letter was also sent to

oer Wllllam B. Cherkasky

" Executive Dlreotor of the Commlttee” ;<L7 L

'Honofable John c. Culver-{ _P

Honorable ‘Ployd K. Haskell
._ Hoﬁoféo1e Thomas McIntyreﬂir;
'--Honorable Wllllam D Hathaway B

.-Honorable Gaylord Nelson

Chairman of the Commlttee f;{ ,]f””."'. L

‘,,Honorable Sam Nunn N
Honorable Bob PaCkwood

Hﬂ*Honorable Lowell We;ckerf} ST




