
In earlier ce>rresp<>ndence, the Director or _NIH, Dr. Donald S. Freddckson.
told you that the unsolicited proposalyou$ubmittlad to NIH, entit'loo
"Program to Enhance Technical Transfer of Ee,st>al'Ch Rlasultsof PHEW Grantees
at Educational Institutions," \oIouldrece,i.ve~fulre'i1iew anG.
consideration. I was asked to ,chair a committee of individuals knowledge
able in the area of technology transfer and pat~nts to perform the review,
in the light of other initiatives we are developing in this area. -

Our cODUD1ttee agreed that th~ is an imp6rtant need to acquaint biomedical
~earch investigators with the advantages of disclosure of inventions
through the use of patents rather than solely by publication. In addition,
the NIH is concemedabout its role in technology transfer a114 its respon
sibilities in interacting with academic institutions and induStrial
organizations.

HCMe!el', in the opinion of the committee the Research Corporation proposal
does not seem to have the prospect of stimul<iting. the biomedical research

_community to asuffid",nt a\Ta:r'eness -of,t!)esigllificance and value of the
patent process-On a lo~-termbasis. -Relativeto its cost, the benefits
would be expensive, and ~ believe that it is possible to design programs
through 9ther mechanisms to achieve more pel'lllanent objectives at less cost.
As we work on these methods, we will be happy to keep you informed.
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Mr. Willard Marcy,
Vice. President, Patents
Reseal'Ch'C9rt>9rat1on
1105 Lexington AvenUE!
HE!W York, New York 10017
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Thank you foI:' the oppor1:UIlity to I:'eview your proposal.
will not discourage you from pursuing your efforts with

. researCh COJ!mlUn1ty.

Sincerely yours.

I am sure that this
the biomedical
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