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Dear Dr. Due: 

It is Il¥ pleasure to strongiy endorse your ccmni ttee 's conSideration of 
Mr. Norro:m J. Latker for the award of an appropriate Honorcn:y Degree 
fran the ,University of Illinois. 

My association with' Mr. Latker began in the early 1960' s ,and it is Il¥ 
observation that since· that titre he has rtbved with selfless deter
mination, even, at titres, in the face of considerable risk to his . 
professional career, to chanpion the cause of innovation so that the 
public truly will benefit fran the expenditure of Federal research 
dollars. It was his ability, through exarrple and persuasion, and by 
mustering others who were of like persuasion, to convince many that the . 

. fruits of intellectual property arising fran Federal grants and . 
contracts were best transf~ed for public benefit through utilization 

. of the patent system - or, in other words, by rreans of the . 
Constitutional concept. 

The end result of Mr. Latker's effort was, I believe, exerrplified by the 
passage of Public Law 96-517 in 1980, which:Eundarrentally permitted 
small businesses, universities, and other non-profit organizations to 
exercise the first right of ownership in any invention made under grants 
or contracts with an Agency of the Federal Governrrent. The perceived 
advantages to flow fran such Law ·have been realized in practice. Since 
the passage of that legislation, and because of the certainty of 
ownership of the inventions by the universities under that Law, 
additional research funds have been flowing to the university sector 
from private, primarily industrial, sources, Thus, the reliance upon 
Federal flIDding has been reduced and, therefore, the recent cutbacks in 
Federal funding have had a less severe inpact upon the unJ.versity 
research ccmmmi ty • 
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It is my understanding that the raW bas alSo substantialJ-y increased the 
number of universities and colleges engaging in a technology transfer 
activity utilizing the patent systan.Thisconclusion is pr:inarily 
drawn fran inquiries for guida11ce which I have recei vedand the observed 
drarratic increase in the nerrbership of the Society of the University 
Patent Administrations, a professional society devoted to increasing the 

. kncMledge and ability of the university CCIII!ll.lIlity to engage in the 
technology transfer function. 

As will be evident fran the foregoing remarks, Mr. Latlcer' s continued 
perseverance in an unpopular cause has had profound and long term 
effects which can only be interpreted as being. beneficial to the public 
interest. Mr. Latkerrs efforts and accarplistnrents are deserving of 
public recognition and I urge your ccmnittee to favorably consider 
awarding him an Honorary Degree. 

Sincerely, . . 

I~! ..... -< • //WtJd/?'!£~ , 
~~ 
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