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: Dear Dr. Dues

It g n’y pleasure to strongly endorse your ccmmttee s conmderatlon of
. Mr. Norman J. Latker for the award of an approprlate Honora:cy Degree '
L fmn the Un.lve.rs:x.ty of Illmo:l.s. ST

: My assoc:.at:.on with Mr Latker began in the early 1960'5, and it 15 my
- observation that since that time he has nioved with selfless deter—
- mination, even, at times, in the face of considerable risk to his
. professional career, to champicn the cause of innovation so that the
“public truly will benefit from the expenditure of Federal research =
-~ dollars. Tt was his ability, through exarrple and persuas:.on, and by CL
mastering others who were of like persuasmn, +0 convince many . that the PR
- fruits of intellectual property arising from Federal grants and S
. .contracts were best transferred for publlc benefit through utlllzatlon
- 'of the patent system - or, :m ot.her words by means of the col e
: _Const:.tut:.onal concept L ‘ R

“The end result Of Mr. Latker s effort was, I belleve, exenpllfled by the- o
. passage of Public Law 96-517 in 1980, which fzmdanentally permitted . =
-~ gmall busmesses, universities . and other nOn-profJ.t orgamzatmns to R
exercise the first right of ownership in any invention made under grants - .
or contracts with an Agency of the Federal Government. . The perceived '
advantages to flow from such Law have been realized in practlce. Since .
the passage of that legislation, and because of the certainty of . .
ownership of the inventions by the universities under that Law, S
. additional research funds have been flow:.ng to the university sector
- from private, primarily ‘industrial, sources. - Thus, the reliance upon
' Federal funding has been reduced and, therefore, the recent cutbacks in
Federal funding have had a less severe mpact upon the umvermty
_-'_research corrm.m:.ty..- S
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. _-fIt is my mderstandlng that the Law has also substantlally lncreaeed the'
muber of universities and colleges engag:.ng in a technology transfer -
© - activity utlllz:.ng the patent system.’:This conclusion is primarily =
- drawn from inquiries for guidance which T have received and the observed
dramatic increase in the membership of the Society of the’ Umvers:Lty
_ Patent Administrations, a professional society devoted to increasing the
~knowledge and ability of the mlversz.ty cormmmty to engage j.n the '
_techmlogy transfer functlon.‘ ' :

_ As w:.ll be ev:.dent from the foregomg remarks, Mr. Latker s contmued

_perseverance in an unpopular cause has had profound and long tem = .

- effects which can only be interpreted as being beneficial to the publ:Lc
. interest. Mr, Latker's efforts and accamplishments are deserving of

- public recognition and I urge your ccmnlttee to favorably cons:n.der o
awardmgmmanHonoraryDegree, e :
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