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HQnox'able GaylotdNelson
United States Senate
WashingtQn. D. C.

Dear SenatQr Nelson:

~.

PATENT BRANCH, OGC
DHEW

DEC 2~ 1977

December 11. 1977
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W.ewould very muoh Uke tQ express out opposition tQ any blanket proposal
having the government retain all rights regarding patentable ideas, prooesses,
materials or uses when the government has " suppOtted-through the use of tax­
payers' funds - an investigator and/or his/her reserohproject. We believe that
suoh a proposal, if implemented, would seriously imped~ the transfer of the fruits
of research to the marketplaoe and to the pub11o, and would deny the investigator
and/or his instiU1tion the intelleotual property he/she is en~t1ed to. As an
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institution with a duly executed patent agreement with th.e United States, we
recommend wider use of this instrument, the institutional patent agreement, to
eliminate abuses - should ~ey elCist -. We would apptEloiate having 1!tts letter
plaoed in the record in lie\fof the opportunity to be heard between Deoember 19.
andZl, 1917.

We should further note that many of us are deeply concerned with the oonstantly
declining proportion of the gross national product going into research, and
particulary with the 18% decrease (in constant dollars) in the funding of basic
research observed since 1961. With no new knowledge there will be little which
oan be applied to solve the problems affecting our society and without new
knowledge and technology it is difficult to see how the United States will create
new jobs and markets.

Sincerez;0uts,

Federlco Welsch, M.D., Ph.D.
EXertiVe Director

bcb: lVlr. Norman Latker
Dr. Marcel Gut, Patent Committee


