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'Dear Drp Due:'*

_ The purpose of thls letter is to present to you ‘a strong and enthu51ast1c rec0m—_
mendation that the University. of Illinois give special recognition to one of its most

- accompllshed and deserving alumnl, Norman Latker, by the award to him of an honorary |

degree. By my personal ‘knowledge gained through a long professional association with

Norm Latker. I can attest to the fact that he is an outstandlng and devoted publlc

_:servant, a loyal alumnus, and a person of the hlghest moral standard who 1s, w1thout_
questlon, a credlt to the Unlver51ty of 1111n015. AR :

1n h1s long and honorable career w1th the Unlted States Government, Norm Latker
stands’ out from his, colleagues as a v151onary, untlrlng ‘in"his efforts to create a
productive relationship among Government agencies, the academic communlty,'and private
industry based on mutual’ respect and cooperation. Early in his profe551onal career
-he recognlzed ‘the potential of the research’ resources of the Nation's universities to
make a greater direct and material ¢ontribution to the. health and welfare of our
‘society. He declined to participate in the prevalent - adversar1a1 relat1onshlp con-
cerning technology transfer then exlstlng between ‘agencies of the ‘Government and the
research universities, Instead, although faced with considerable personal-and profes-
sional risk and lacking both a solid statutory foundation and strong executive support,
as an innovative and dedicated offical of the Natlonal_lnstltutes of Health, and sub-
sequently of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, he embarked on the es-
tabllshment of an equltable cooperatlve relatlonshlp w1th the academlc communlty.

Durlng the early years of this ' 1n1t1at1ve, by hlS sincere acknowledgement of the
interests of academic 1nvest1gators and their institutions he was able to gain wide-
- spread trust and conf1dence among academic adm1n1strators.' He provided constant
. encouragement to these administrators to develop the institutional policies and
processes necessary for the effective transfer of new biomedical technology from the
university Jlaboratory to industrial firms able to mass produce and distribute it to
society through established chanels of commerce. He instituted a new concept, the
Inst1tut10na1 Patent Agreement whlch allowed UanEISltleS to retain ownershlp of |
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1nvent1ons derlved from their NIH sponsored research and to manage such 1nventlons
with due’ regard to- the 1nterests of the publlc, the 1nventor, the unlverslty and the
GovernmEnt._ﬁ.;:'“ : : :

, Durlng the 1970‘5 Norm Latker recognlzed ‘the’ need for unequ1v1ca1 statutory
authority vesting OWnershlp in the university of university inventions derived from.

- . research supported by any agency of the Federal: Government. He was in&trumental in .

stimulating Congre351ona1 interest in such legislation and provided leadershlp in
organizing university ‘and business support for its passage.,  After years of. unt1r1ng
efforts and numerous temporary setbacks and disapointments, largely through the in-
itiative and determination of " Norm Latker a benchmark law, Public Law 96= 517, was’ o
enacted, ThlS law, the University Small Business Patent Act, marked the commencement
of a new era in the productivity of university technology creation and . transfer
activities.  Norm was instrumental in the drafting and approval by the Office of

- Management -and Budget of strong and implementing regulatlons which for the first

time provided a comprehen51ve, uniform and product1ve Government patent pollcy ap—
pllcaole to unlver51t1es and Small bu51nesses. : .

As a dlrect and 1mmedlate result of Norman Latker -8 dedlcetlon and devotlon to
securing the maximum- publlc beneflt from the :$5 billion annual Government: investment =
in university research, a productlve technology ‘alliance has ‘now been: created involv-" o
ing the Federal Government, universities and private- industry. We now see an up-
“surge.in cooperative research between industrial and academic scientists and rapidly
growing support by private industry of university research. The creativity- of univer—
sity scientists is belng stimulated as never before ,and the benefits of their research
are more rapidly and effectlvely being converted" into useful products, processes and .
services for_soc1ety. ‘One individual, Norman Latker,.can be clearly 1dent1§1ed as

being primarily responsiblé for initiating, and'suCCessfully -pursuing action over the
past two- decades which has resulted in this new era.of. ‘cooperation’ and research pro-
ductivity. At this writing Norm Latker continues hls efforts as an official of the -

N Pepartment of Commerce ‘to. prevent ‘erosion-of the statutory rights galned by: unlver-

. sities and to. further 1mprove Government—Unlvers1ty-1ndustry c00perat10n in sc1ence
-:and technology.;, : S : : o

The Unlver51ty of Illlnols has every r1ght to be proud of 1ts lllustrlous alumnus,'i
Norman Latker. -I ‘therefore: suggest ‘to. you that f1tt1ng recogn1t10n of his. serv1ce o
'and accompllshments should be made by the award oﬁlan honorary’ degree. It 1s extremely[
well deserved.:__'f' _ SO e T T i

“° Sincérely ydurs, _:

Edward L. Mac ord ‘




