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Dea r Dr. Due: 

I am pleased to'"adda strong second to the nomination of Mr. Norman J; Latker 
for an honorary degree from the University of III inois. I first turned to him 
for help in September; 1977, on the basis of his strong record ofaccomplishment 
in transferring federa'lly developed technology to the private sector. ' 

He was then the Patent Counsel for the [)epartment of Health, Educati6ri, 
and Welfare where he had developed the Institutional Patent Agreement. These 
agreements established the rights of universities to any inventionsthatlriight 
result from Department funding. Negotiated once for each university, they 
appl ied to a 11 Department research grants and contracts on a bl anket bas i s~ 

These agreements provided the unifonnityand certainty that an p~rti.es 
need if an investment is to be made to convert an idea into a useful product. 
The agreements repl aced an older, innovation ki 11 i ng process of Government 
ownership and case-by-case.determining what rights a university might haVe 
in specific inventions after the inventions were made. The process had led 
the Government to be the country's largest patent-owner with a portfol ioof 
28,000 patents, almost none of which were beingus.ed to benefit the economy. 

As a result of these agreements, more than 75 lifesaving inventions 
funded by HEW had been brought to the public market. The General Accounting 
Office had documented that prior to the Institutional Patent Agreement, 
virtually no inventions could be traced to any HEW R&D effort. The National 
Science Foundation had picked up the idea and was also using similar agreements. 

Mr. Latker' s concepts became a basis for Pub 1 i cLaw 96-517, that I introduced 
along with Senator Birch Bayh and 14 others of my colleagues in September, 1978. 
This law extends the principle of contract ownership to small businesses, 
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universities and other nonprofit organizationsona Government-wide basis. 
These novel concepts were seen as a threat by many members of the Government 
patent attorney cOlTlllunity and the Act woul d probably not have been used 
effectively had Mr. Latker not taken a strong stand in developing and 
implementing the Offi ceof Management andBudgetimplementingregul ations. 

Thanks in large part to his continued E!'fforts,the Act has been 
successful and has served as the basis for continued improvements in Government 
patent policy. President Reagan issued .a Memorandum extending its principles to 
nearly all Government R&D contractors. The past Congress passed and the President 
has just signed an act that I introduced, improving P. L. 96-517 and codifying 
major elements of the OMB implementing regulations. My staff and I continued 
to rely on counsel in developing this legislation. 

Mr. Latker is recognized through the research and legal communities as a 
leader in the field of patent law and technology .transfer. He is often consulted 
in his role as expert by agencies' and research institutions throughout the world. 
His list of publciations and presentations testify to his leadership in the 
field. He has spent his career instituting successful approaches to the 
transferring of federally-supported inventions to the public. 

i 

In addition to his V1Slon and professional expertise, Mr. Latker's 
integrity and loyalty to the principles of our Government that he has shown· 
as a public servant have made him an outstanding citizen. He has made a truly 
_major contribution but in a field that few people" know even exists. Inmy 
remarks during the recent Senate hearings on my legislation, I pointed out 
that with the Federal investment in research and development as great as it 
is, how well the results of the research are used must have a major effect 
on the national well being. Mr. Latker saw this and started acting on it 
over fifteen years ago. At that time, the use of Government-funded inventions 

• was very poor. Asa .result of his efforts, the use has improved continuously. 

Consistent with his professionalism, he has not tried to make himself 
into the public figure that his accomplishments might warrant. As a result, 
I believe it is particularly appropriate for· the University of Illinois 
to recognize his work with an honorary degree. 
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