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~iDear Dr. Due"dfi,fffﬂff_"a' L

T I am pleased 0 add. a strong second to the nom1nat1on of Mr Norman J Latker_ o
for an honorary degree from the University of 11linois. I first turned to him -
for help in September, 1977, on the basis of his strong record -of accomp11shment

in transferr1ng federa11y developed techno]ogy to the pr1vate sector._ﬁ" _

: He was’ then the Patent Counsel for the Department of Health Educat1on,
and Welfare where he ‘had developed the “Institutional Patent Agreement.- These
' agreements established the rights of universities to any inventions that might =
~ result from Department funding. Negotiated once for each university, they: T
_app11ed to alT Department research grants and contracts on, a b1anket basas. 5: e

These agreements prov1ded the un1form1ty and certa1nty that a11 part1es
need if an investment is to be made to convert an idea into a useful. product
The agreements replaced an older, innovation killing process of Government
ownership and case-by-case.determining what rights a university might have
in specific inventions after the inventions were made.  The process had led
the Government to be ‘the country's Iargest patent-owner with a portfolio of
28 000 patents a]most none of wh1ch were be1ng used to, benef1t the economy

As a resu]t of these agreements Tore than 75 11fesav1ng 1nvent1ons
funded by HEW had been brought to the public market. The General Account1ng
 Office had documented that prior to the Institutional Patent Agreement, .
virtually no inventions could be traced to ‘any HEW R&D effort. The National
Sc1ence FoundatIon had p1cked up. the 1dea and was a]so us1ng s1m11ar agreements

: Mr. Latker 5 concepts became a bas1s for Publ1c Law 96- 517 that I introduced
along with Senator Birch Bayh and 14 others of my colieagues in September, 1978.
-_Th1s 1aw extends the pr1nc1p1e of contract ownersh1p to sma1] bus1nesses,
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un1vers1t1es and other nonprof1t organ1zat1ons on a Government—w1de bas1s

" "These novel concepts were seen as a threat by many members of the Government
. patent attorney community and the Act would probab1y not have been- used
effectively had Mr. Latker not taken a strong stand in developing and:

1mp1ement1ng the 0ff1ce of Management and Budget 1mp1ement1ng regu1at1ons; ?:

. Thanks in large part to his continued effor s,athe Act has been Ehe
successfu] and has served as the basis for continued improvements in Government

~ patent policy. President Reagan issued a Memorandum extending its principles to
~nearly all Government R&D contractors. The past Congress passed and the President
has just signed an act that I introduced, 1mprov1ng'P L. 96-517 and codifying

major elements of the OMB implementing regu]at1ons My staff and I cont1nued

- to re]y on counse1 1n deve1op1ng this 1egas]at1on

M, Latker is recogn1zed through the research and 1ega1 commun1t1es as a

.1eader_1n the field of patent law and technology transfer.  He is often consulted
- in his role as expert by agencies and researchiinstitutions throughout. the world.
- His ]1st of publciations and presentations testify to his leadership -in the -
field. He has spent his career instituting successful approaches to the
ltransferr1ng of federa11y—supported 1nvent1ons to the pub11c

In add1t1on to his vision and profess1ona1 expert1se Mr. Latker's n7“.

"-'zntengty and loyalty to the principles of our Government that he has. ‘shown

as a public servant have made him an outstanding citizen. He has made a tru]y B

~.major contribution but in a field that few people: know even exists. In my
" remarks during the recent Senate hearings on my ‘legislation, I pointed out
~ that with the Federal investment in research and development as great as 1t

is, how well the results of the research are used must have a major effect

“on the national well being. Mr. Latker saw this and started acting on it

over fifteen years-ago. At ‘that time, the use of Government-funded inventions.

g_was very poor As a resu]t of his efforts, the use has 1mproved cont1nuous1y

L Cons1stent w1th h1s profess1ona11sm, he has not tr1ed to make h1mse1f f”

dnto the- pub11c figure that his accomplishments might warrant. ‘As a resu]t; 5

I believe it is particularly appropriate for the Un1vers1ty of I111no1s

1o recognlze h1s work w1th an honorary degree

S1ncere]y"ours, AR

. BOB DOLE ' R
Un1ted States Senate _




