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PATENTING, LICENSING, & DISPOSITION OF FUNMIS
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PURPOSE OF -
_ THE‘WISCONSIN ALUMNI RESEARCH FOUNDATION

' The Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation, a corporatien not for

g

private profit, was organized in December 1925, The business and purposed

. of the Foundati onisgemuesikusistgsiumuiapspmmy o1 ¢ :

HTe premote, encourage, and aid scientific fmvestigation and
research at the University of Wisconsin by the faculty, staff,
alumni, and students thereof, and those asscciated therewith,
and te previde or assist in prov1d1ng the means and machlnery by
which their scientific discoveries, inventions, and processes may
be developed, applied, and patented, and the public and com-
mercizl uses thereof determined, and by which such utilizatien
or disposition may be made of such discoveries, inventiens, and
processes, and patent rights or interests therein, as may be &b
benefit to mankind er as may tend to stimmlate and promote and
provide funds for further scientifiec investigatien and research
within said University or colleges or departments thereof.®




PATENT POLICY

“The Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation does not seolieit inventiens

It takes ne active

or patent oppertunities,eithemdirectiy=or-ta
interest in an inventien unless the inventer has veoluntarily brought it
to the Foundation's attentien, -

Patenﬁs are generally seughb if an inventien relates ta.a process,
.preduct.ar apparztus whieh will benefit the public and which can reasensbly
be expected to provide revenue teo suppert further research at the University

of Wiscensin.

The premise of net income through licensing is by ne means a limiting
facter, however, sincehit is the Foundatien's peliecy to obtain a patent
_whenever such action appears to be the best means to centrel the use'?f

the inventien fo;:ghe public inﬁerest.

It is the firm policy of the Foundation never to interfere with

normal publicaticn activities of the inventer., The inventer is simpiy
: so frnads Fong
asked to advise the Foundation of his plans for publication m<erder
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LICENSING POLICY

The Foundation prefers to license inventiens

./’

Menever pessible en a

!.,n-""hon_e%clusivef' basis jsimee-nomeXCIUSIVILY; 8"
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k\ i It is recegnlzedﬁbym%+emFeun%&bi@n that short term exclusivity is

:/m@ {f&;waf é. e, T ey
Qp 1nvent1@n effectl 1y& then a ccmmerclal cempany is required te
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d : é”/ | exclusmﬁgfrlgh s ﬁaﬁ,.e preper and .der the circumstances to campensate
Whenever safeguards afe deemed desirable to.protect the public
interest, proevision fer such safeguards is made a part of 1icense'agreements.
Among these are reguirements for approval of ﬁhe preduct by the Foundatién,
appreval of advertising or 1abéling, and whatever additienal safeguards |
7 may be necessary Every effort is made to select reputable 1leensees

who have demenstrated by past performance their interest in the public

goed,

Royalty rates, in general, are based upon preduebien-veilume-er

percentage of sales, HRates are censonant with general trade practices.




DISPOSITION CF FUNDS

Income ebtained by the Foundation through patemting and licensing
isput inte a fund #rom which grants are made for scientific research at

the University of Wisconsim. Since its inceptien in 1925, the Foundatien's
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additienal $I] 000,000 ?—nv'bulldlngs. It has supperted more than 4,600

=

researeh grants at the Univers:.tyM?t is currently supporung research

the rate of about 1.7 millien dollars

at the b 13 1r s ot k-7 ,..,--.-. e Tyt
per year. i @ P = é}
individual = .. @ ¢ aireenty
The/ :mventerf'b‘% é\hare-ﬂ,ﬁdm the net proc eeds derived from h&e -{”ME\ v

invent:.anf& The Foundatien enters inte a standard memorandum agreement
AAn, 5 e @
with inventors {Appendix @ which provides that&theh-;&venbor will reeeive

- 15% of the net incemef N —:
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1, conducted at the University ef Misconsin

sreratl
ﬁsﬁgf a fandamental nature herng as its objectives a betfer

erstanding
of scientific facts and t;é development of new scientifi _knayiedge; as
;_ distinguished from app-:;d research which is designe £o develop products

LIn 5 or metheds of morej}huediatg commercial value,

ﬁM¥%R(X' 2 The primary, interest of investigators atfiﬁe University is to publish
| their findingg in scientific journals. ch publicatien is encouraged. by

the Univergity administration and.j;;ﬁr%ment heads. The development of

patentabie inventiens is an eciiﬁienal by-preduet of these research

activities,
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Preparatien and presecution of patents, as well as the¥m exploltatlaqp

are not a part ef the Universityés functiens. When a patentable inventlen
ad an ihie @Sl g @Prﬁq“%d res it enis - o

results from the resesrch of an investlgatGE% th ;nvestigator is the sele
‘ewner of the invenbien and may dispese of his discovery as he wishes, He
may pursue and administer the patent at his own expense, assign his rights
to private interests, or publish without obtaining a patent at all. As
another alternative, he may elect te offer his inventien.to the Wiscensin
.Alnmni Research Feundatien, Assignment eof inventiens te the Foundatien
is completely compatible with University poliey and has the approeval of the
University administration,

The @ﬁly exceptien to this peliey is an inventien arising frem a grant
containing a "patent clause which reserves for tﬁe granting agency certain

rights in such inventiens, When this kind of grant is accepted by the

Universi 2} of Wiscensin on behalf of the 1Qvest1gater, the latter agrees
@ihoant oTEe, %~ .

¢ ' oah te Its terms

:%Qgigff - prejecis-are~fimanced-byseve:

é% pztent provisiens .)

‘The University administration believes that the public interest
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can best be served if the patent provisiens of grants from outside sponsors
.- are medified teo allow investigators the fellowing alternatives:
a, Refer their inventiens to the spemsor if that 15 present.ly
required, or
b, Assign whatever inventiens may result frem their werk te the
Wiseonsin Aumni Research Foundation for patenting and
licensing in the public interest.

The Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation was established in 1925

' by public spirited alumnl t develep inventions ass:xgned t.a 1t by

University ef Wisecensin J.nventors,\ Net inceme received by the Fcundatlen
from its patent licensing pregram is put into a fund frem which grants are
made to the University to further scientific research, These grants

are made with no restrictiens er limitations as to thé specific dispositien
of the funds, |

- The Feundation has agreed to aet as patent advisor teo the University
administratien on all patent mattérs which are brought to its attentien
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by{\s-t&»ﬁ&a&n weﬁp-}eyees of the Un:.ver s:.ty.




