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Fo~llz!'ldreSeareh a.\1d patent policy, originallY 7i:~c';:::;:~~'13
mrt.heFaculty oit.he Umversit.y and revised 15 i-larch no
ttiedes:l..$nationof the Comnritt.eeon Project Research and InY<ill"t,:[OKIt'; ¢Fita~1f;;

.l.i~~d 2 1Ipril1946 mr the President of the University
planona broad scale the sponS?red research activities of the Univers:c",-,"
.aJ:ld.'to adIr..inister University policies with respect. to patents and
il.rJ.~ through the work of members of the University, l:\-"jJlacing ~.n mese
resRects anearlierComr,littee on Contract Research and Patent Policy and a
~;i.UearllerPatent Committee (furt.her reVision of policy under condidera­
ti!>n). applicable on a university-wide basis to all members of the UniveX""
sity, inCludiilg faculty, staff am students:

'l..'J.'l'iElre iii aeommitteeknown as the Committee on Project Research and
'l:riV'ent:ioiul appointedmr the President and responsible for administer;­
'ingthe' patent policy as well as for coordinatmg the activities of
-·the.University in connection wi til outside sponsored rt:>search.
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2. The University has entered into an agreement with the Research Cor­
poration in accordance with ,Which a member of the Universi ty may as-

, sign an inVention to the Research Corporation, with ,the understanding
that the "esea,'ch Corporation, if it accepts the assignment, is to
carry out the patenti11g and commercializineoi: theinvention·without.
any expense to the inventor; that the Re.search Corporation is to pay
to the inventor a share (ordinarily seven per cent) of the gross in­
cOllle which the liesearch Corporation receives from the invention; that
tha balance, after any special expenses i:1. connection with the patent
have been met, is to be divided between the UniVersity and the Pesearch
Corporation as providedimt-he generalag'reement covering all of these
cases, with the understai£lin6- that this.balance is the balance for all
inventions admillistered unier this agreement, and not for each individ­
ual one.

3. l1hen a member of the University in the course of his academic ac­
tivities makes an invention, he may consult the COlll!liT.tee on Project
Hl:iS8arch and Inventions about application for a patent. If he desires
to have the matter handled in accordance with section (4) below, the
COl!IIIlittee shall proceed in accordance with this plan. If these meth­
ods of procedure would in any case involve undue delay in thesecuI'­
ingof protection, the inventor may refer his invention directly to
the Research Corporation, or file an applli ation on his ownresponsi­
bility with the Patent Mfke.

11 member of the University shall be free to bring any patentable j,n.,-,
vention of his to the attention of the Comnittee on Project Research
and Inventions for action umer section (4) whether it has clearly
resulted from his academic actiVities or not•.

If a member of the UniV!3rsity desires to obtain a patent on his mom
responsibility he may dO so, whether he has consulted the Cormnittee on
Project Research a.-.d L'1ventions or' not, but he shall furnish to that
committee a copy of t.he patent when issued. The COIllJIIittee may raise­
t.hequeBtion of whether the University has. an equity in the proceeds
of the imrent;ion because of financial contribution or. the .1lI!e of its'
fac1li. ties. It is expected that the determination of the chata.ete~
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positive conclusion.
refer the matterto the Re search Corporation

,'O~)J.nl~on and whether the Research Corporation desires
accept. assi,gnnaerlt of the invention. If the Research Corporation

is unwilling to accept such an assignment, the Committee will decide
Whether the matter should be turned back to the inventor or other steps
be taken. If the Research Corporation desires to accept the assign­
ment, the Committee will recommend to the inventor that he assign the
invention to the Research Corporation and enter into' an agreement wi th
the Corporation. in accordance with the general plan adopted by the
Corporation and the University.

5. In accepting a grant or contract frem an outside spo•.ror for the
purpose of research, it is the intent of the Unl.versity that the grant
or contract shall be used for the trairung of men 'ard the extension
of the boundarie s of knowledge, and not for the solution of specific
design and development problems in ;hic 11 the spon50r may be interested.

If the University accepts a grant or.-contract from an' outside sponsor
for the purpose of research in accordance with the above statement, it
shall be willi the understaniing that, should an invention result from
this research, the Univel"sity and the inventor will handle such inven­
tion in accoroance wi. th section (I.), and with the further urrlerstand­
ing that, if an :L"IV:ention is ;:atented in accordance wi. th section (4),
the sponsor will have .special consideration.. In case the sponsor de.,.
sires,a'specific ciefinition of,-such uspecial consideration" thelll&thod
to be used in establishing, 'such "special consideration" 'shall be''-agreed
upon in writing at the time 'the grant or contract -i s' made.

If a 'sponsor prefers to proceed in a manner other than that;'of.·section
(4), the Committee on Project Research and Inventions will diSl:USS an
alternative procedure with the sponsor. Any such alternative procedure
shall take into consideration the equitJr of a member of the University
who makes an invention, th'Ol equity of the University, and the prt\tee­
tion of the pUblic bterest.

It is understood also that the foregoing policy with respect to grants
or contracts for research shall not be applicable to fellowships made
avltilable to the University. The holders of such fellowships will be
under the same regulations as other I.le1lbers of the University.

6. Any funds coming to the University as a result of this patent policy
will be used for furthering research and scholarship in the University,
the awards to be made by the President, wi th the adnce of the Com­
mittee on Project Research and Inventions, with the understanding that



~.~~ \:n~n~~~~~~~:~~Y t>nd
. . '. . . ~ ",

Incentives program: the equities:.of inventors :in their inventions are recog­
niz.ed; as indicated in .the poHcy statement,· the respective equities of the
inventors and the University are determined by mutual agreement bebleen the
inventors and t<'1e Committee on Project Research and Inventions; when an in­
vention is as.signed to Research Corporation, the inventor receives a ~hare

(ordinarily·7.per cent) of the gross income received from the sale or ex­
ploitation of patents obtained on the invention.

No copyright pol1cy~

RUTGZRS UNIVERSITY
New Brunswick New Jersey

Formalized research and patent polley, adopted 21 January 1949 by the Board
of Trustees of the University, under which the University retains no pro­
prietary interest in inventions made by regular faculty members; inventions
resulting from sponsored research projects are subject to the terms of the
research contracts arranged in advance by mutual agreement between the in­
ventors and the sponsors; applicable on a university-wide basis:

All rights to inventions and patents resulting from research conducted
in the University belong to the inventor unless otherwise arranged in

·advance by mutual agreement· between himself and an outsiue cooperating
agency.

It is recognized that research may lead to invention even though such
was not its original aim. Any member of the University staff who may
make an invention, whether working privately or conducting research
supported by University funds that are not under any restrictions with

. regard to patents, is free· to apply for patents according to his own
desires. If the work was done under an agreement executed before the
work was begun, which reserves patent rights to the cooperating agency,
the staff member is then bound by the terms of the agreement. Such
agreements are made by the staff· member concerned with the cooperating
agency; which assumes all responsibility for enforcing the agreement.
The University is not a party to such private agreements.

The University retains no proprietarJ' interest in any invention by a
member of its staff. It neither owns patents nor does it· accept as­
signment of any patent rights. It desires, however, that inventions
by members of the staff, made as a result of their researches, whether
alone or cooperatively, shall be administered in an effective manner
and with due regard for the pu!llic interest. A University Committee
on Patents, appointed by the President of the University, gives as­
sistance and advice on patent matters to members of the staff, and
serves as & cle&rLn~~house for Ln1ormAtion about patents applied for
and. secured.
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