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BOC prefers to be given first oppor
tunity to evaluate an invention. If an
invention has been previously sub
mitted to other organizations, BDC
would appreciate knowing the reason
for its rejection.

When an invention has favorably passed
initial screening, the task of predicting
the ultimate scientific and commercial
success of the final product is at
tempted. There are three major factors
that are considered in assessing the suc
cess of an idea or invention:

(1) Opportunity for the ultimate devel
opment (potential market).

(2) The degree of patent protection that
can be obtained (ability to achieve
and retain a strong proprietary posi
tion).

(3) Technical soundness of the concept
(the potential of successful develop
ment of the invention within the
scope of reasonable technical effort).

Also, the deveiopment of peripheral
technology that could strongly influ
ence, positively or negatively,.the com
mercial success of the invention must
be carefully followed.

A critical consideration at this stage of
the evaluation is the market potential
of the product or process, and in most
cases, the license planning begins be
fore an idea is finally accepted for
development.

Development programs are initiated,
generally, but not necessarily, at one of
the Battelle laboratories for those in
ventions that pass the evaluation. As
the technical development proceeds,
the potential market is further defined.
Patent activities are maintained through
the development program to assure the
formation of a patent structure that will
offer the greatest protection for the
invention.

One of the most important steps in
BDCs operation is the licensing of its
inventions. All inventions being devel
oped by BDC receive continuing mar
keting evaluation. The actual licensing
process begins after there is sufficient
research data, market information, and
patent protection to convince an in
dustrial organization that it is worth
while to invest in the commercialization
of the specific invention. Each invention
is considered individually and its licen
sing strategy established on the basis of
the particular market area and indus
trial organizations which would be in
volved; Efforts to maintain and strength
en a patent position continue after a
license has been granted.

For Further Information - Inventions
to be evaluated and questions about
the services of BDC should be ad
dressed to the General Manager, Bat
telle Development Corporation, 505
King Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43201.
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Inventions and ideas for technical and
technological advances can be of
great value-but only If they are put to
work. An invention, to be successfully
directed to human needs, must be
properly evaluated, protected against
premature disclosure, supported with
adequate funding, patented, and com
petently marketed. Rarely does the in
ventor have the facilities or the money
to move his idea to the stage where it
may be marketed or licensed. Battelle
Development Corporation (BDC), rec
ogniz·ing this opportunity for assisting
inventors, provides an experienced and
effective resource for developing in
ventions and putting them to work.

WHAT IS
SOC?

BDC is a wholly owned, not-far-profit,
subsidiary of Battelle Memorial Institute
(Battelle). Established in 1925, Battelle
has as its overall objective the advance
ment and utilization of science for the
benefit of mankind through the proc
esses of technological innovation and
education. Since its incorporation in
1935, BDC has been performing its
assigned function to fulfill this objec
tive of Battelle. It does this through the
encouragement and development of
discoveries and inventions for eco
nomic utilization by existing industrial
enterprises. In the process SOC expects
to realize an appropriate financial re
turn to permit continuation of the
activity.

ACTIVITIES
OFBOC

The identification and encouragement
of sources of discoveries and inven
tions is a vital, and necessary, activity of
BOC. Inventors are invited to submit
their discoveries to SOC for evaluation.
If the evaluation shows that the inven
tion has merit, BOC may acquire an
interest in the invention. When this is
done, SOC funds are invested- in re
search and development, patenting
activities, market studies, and the li
censing of the invention. Once licensed,
continuing assistance is provided to the
licensees to insure that an advantageous
patent position is maintained and that
the invention is brought into use for the
benefit of the public. The implementa
tion of the' above BOC activities
involves a number of functional opera
tions.
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Various sources of inventions must be
. encouraged and cultivated by BDC
since this function provides the founda
tion necessary for the fulfillment of its
objectives.

Battelle Laboratories. A program of
assistance is maintained at each of the
laboratories of Battelle for helping staff
members identify new -inventions and
obtain support for their development.

Independent Inventors. Individual in
ventors are invited and encouraged to
submit their patentable ideas to BDC
for evaluation. If the results of the
evaluation show that an idea has poten
tial value, BDC may wish to negotiate
an agreement with the inventor. The
usual agreement with individual inven
tors provides for sharing the income
received from licensing or selling the
invention with the inventor. BDC as
sumes responsibility for all necessary
patent work; the research and develop
ment needed to bring this invention to
the point of licensing or sale; and the
marketing and legal effort required to
consummate a suitable arrangement
with industry. In return the individual
inventor gives SOC title to the invention.

SOC's service to inventors can be most
helpful and expeditious when the ex
planatory data on the idea is submit.ted
as a complete description, together
with sketches or photographs, signed
by the person whose ideas are pre
sented, and witnessed by competent
persons who are familiar with the sub
ject of the idea. In the event a patent
application has already been filed, or a
patent issued, a copy of the application
or patent should be provided.

BDC prefers that a copy, rather than
the original, of the above be submitted.
This copy is retained by BDC. If the
sender wishes to have the data re
turned, BOC will do so upon request.
Forms for use in submitting inventions
are available from the General Man
ager, Battelle Development Corpora
tion, 505 King Avenue, Columbus,
Ohio 43201.

University Program. A continuing activ
ity is conducted to assist universities,
colleges, and similar institutions with
their invention handling. Through
agreements and contacts with these
organizations, BOC encourages the sub
mission of ideas for evaluation.

Industry. Many corporations generate
and control inventions that, for their
own reasons, they do not wish to de
velop, or manufacture, or market. BDC
is interested in evaluating these inven
tions and welcomes the opportunity to
do so.
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Prior to acceptance by BOC, eacl} in
vention is evaluated for technical feasi
bility, patentability, and marketability.
The evaluation is quite rigorous and is
designed to determine the state of
technical development of the invention
and its patent and market potential, as
well as to estimate the extent of re
search and development work that may
be required to make the invention
marketable.

The following criteria are used in the
screening of all ideas and inventions
received by BDC. Those ideas of great
est interest to BOC provide an oppor,;.
tunity for a significant improvement to
a device, mechanism, or process
through additional research and devel
opment effort. Inventions having po
tential for a strong patent coverage are
sought. Inventions without security
classification are preferred. Ideas re
quiring a relatively large-scale pilot
operation before licensing are least
desirable for BOC participation. Finally,
BOC carefully considers the nature of
the ultimate market for those inven
tions that have been conceived and/or
developed with the aid of U.S. Govern
ment funds before deciding on further
evaluation or participation.


