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Lepkowski, as his editors also note, has raised
a deeper issue, namely the relation between
innovation and national. security. His panel of
experts join him in seeing a connection, but it's
not-clear from the questions posed by the White
House that it doeS., .

Betsy Ancker..Johnson, Ph.D.
FormerAssistant Secretary for Science'· and
, Technology, U.S>:CJepartmenfof'.Com
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Letter to the Editor
C&EN encourages readers to con~

. tribute to this letters section.How
ever. please keep letters reasonably
short, 400 words or fewer. As we re':'
'ceive a heavy volume -of letters, per~
sons writing letters are limited,_as a
general rule, to one letter within any
given six-month period.
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what Russell Kirk and THE CENTER have to
say.

As to William S. Sneath's "Lack of a common
national purpose," we need a Caesar and we
keep electing Neros; we need Wyatt Earps and
we keep advancing Lil Abners to the front.

And so on in all categories-as long as the
mass mind predominates.

To the members of President Carter's team,
one can only say "Good Luck.~" ' .. '.<

Shiloh, Tenn. W. H. McKin'ney'

ACS science counselor' caucus
Rep. Don FlIqua (D.-Fla.) will deliver the
keynote address during the ACS Con
gressional Science Counselor Caucus
at the 176th National Meeting in Miami
Beach. The caucus will be held on
-Tuesday, Sept. 12, from 2 to 4 PM, in the
LaRonde Room of the Fountainebleau
Hilton HoteL ., ... _.. .

Rep. Fuqua rep~esents Florida's 2nd
Congressional District. He is a member
of,the House Committee'on Government
Operations and the Committee On
Science & Technology, of which he will
be the ranking majority member lIpon
chairman Olin-Teague's retirement at
the end of this year.. -Fuqua was a
member Of the Florida state legislature
for four years before being elected to the
House of Representatives in 1952.

The Division of Agricultural & Food
Chemistry ••• has changed its Divisional
Business Meeting in Miami Beach during
the ACS national meeting from Thurs
day, Sept. 14, to Wednesday, Sept. 13,
to be held at about 4:45 PM. The meet
ing will follow -the technical session in
the French Room of the Fountainebleau
Hilton.

Late changes at the ACS
Miami Beach meeting

the whole sugar crop. When production of al·
cohol was a reality, the price of imported gas.
aline was immediately reduced to prevent its
complete displacement. from the motor fuel
market.

In the ensuing years, the production of mator
fuel alcohol from ·molasses·came to be the most
I=\rofitable agricultural enterprise in the Philip..
pines. It was used in tractors for preparing the
fields, in many many cars and trucks,. for the
operation of all kinds of stationary machinery,
and in widespread systems of private.bus· lines
providing low cost public transportation.

We found that 1000 Btu ofalcohol could re';'·,;'·
place up to 1600 Btu o'f gasoline, and possibly:
'more, This i!;j, remarkable in. that, of all the hun- '..

'''>dreds of thousands of motors used; practically

The gasohol proposal··.• ·.< none (!) were originally designed to use alcohol.
,,' __ :;,,;:: : ;:,i;"'" . Motors ran cleanly, and with very much reduced

SIR: Thank you for the very timely article on the ;;, vibration. In most cases maintenance costs were'
pros and cons-of the gasohol proposal. The sQ-osharply reduced._ ' . _. _. '_' ;'\;";.,
tiJtion to this nation's' fuel import cost can be '. I seeno reason why ethyl alcohol cami6tbe':;
solved, but not necessarily in the context of a .cooperatively produced by farmer's from grain
national programaclministered from Washington: or waste grain sources, or sorghum, and used for'
The solution can come, rather; from many small, all agriciJltural purposes. Our farms could be-
economically feasible increments. Here is one come completely independent of imported fuel·
example (microcosmic in' comparison· to our' and probably have a lot left over for sale to the
present ··difficulties).·taken .from '.. my experj..public.
ence. .. .. _ Of coUrse such -developments would only

In the 1930's and up to ,World War !I,the contribute partly to combat the national. deficit
Philippine economy could not support the high ,c;::reated by imported fuel, but itwill be in such
price of gasoline. In that period, a viable alter- '. increments that the present crisis will be .re-
native was found in the production of 192-proof solved, .. it is hoped, before we all go broke.
ethyl alcohol (at high' purity in modern bubble- John D. Hind
cap columns) from SUgarcane molasses with the Principal Scientist,' Philip Morris Inc., retired,
threat thatthe teChnology could be extended to Naples, Fla.
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