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V'fDear Mr. Castlllo.vl f  

e The Amerlcan Gouncll on Educat101 on behalf of the more " than l 300

- ~colleges and universities in the Unlted States, and the associations listad

' below, wishes to express its concern regarding the recent operating instruc—
- tions. to the INS regional offices contalnlng questions to be asked in personal
_interviews with foreign students seeking an extension of stay in the United

- States. . We support the efforts of the National Association for Foreign
fj'Students Affalrs to seek clarlflcatlon of thlS new procedure. ' S

B Whlle we concur that 1tems one through three are whclly approprlate
_ifstandards whlch INS may use to assess a student's request for an extension
~'of stay, we are disturbed by the inclusion of item four. The requirement
. that the institution must certlfy that the student has "not engaged in any
cactivity deeémed 1nc0n51stent with hls/her continued presence in the Tnited
~ States as a student" presents serious problems. Institutions most often do
. ‘not have independent records with regard to such activity and arxe in no posi—
. tion to judge, in the absence of clearly delineated standaxrds, whether parti~ -
“cular conduct.is inconsistent with status as a student. This vague standard
- could lead te a violation of the rlghts foreign students have to an orderly
. and lawful determination of their status. At best, institutions, in the
‘" absence of /greater information, could only certify as to what was conveyed
~to them by the student. Colleges and universities can not be placed in the
.0 'posture of conducting 1ndependent 1nvest10at10ns as to the facts of an
'fg'individual case. - L : : - - g

. On the other hand‘ we are very uucomfortable at tha prospect of haV1ng

,:personal interviews conducted by regional officers of INS. Ve belleve this

" would set in place a cumbersome mechanism which could produce 2, proce sing i
. backlog of several months, thereby creating a sizeable ocut-of-status foreiga .
. student population. R : . - -
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_ _ Flnally, ve are graatly concerned about the latltude glven the Iﬂ
reglonal offices in interpreting and implementing the new 1nstruct10ns._"
We have received information that indicates that the "instructions' have.
been interpreted dlfferently in various regions. At least one region has
 issued a checklist of activities "deemed inconsistent with valid student .
‘status, which incorporates such criteria as whether a student has been .
"arrested and convicted, has participated in viclent demenstrations oxr
activities which would be prejudicial to the public interest or endanger
- the welfare, safety or security of the United States."  In oxdexr for :
_institutions to usefully cooperate with INS in assisting students rlohtfully
.+ - seeking to extend their stay, clear guidelines must be gLVen by IVS to its
T reglonal offlces pursuant to ex1st1nv reculatlons,~é* : S SR

: " We weuld resPectfully urge INS to rescind the new 1nstruct10ns and to : SR
publish any proposed future regulations and guldelxnes in the Federal Register. - .1

. Although we understand that this procedure will be required only for the DR
. trangsition to the new duratlon of status procedures, we feel that consultetlon ;¢L;ﬁ
ﬂg:w1th the academlc communlty is presently Warranted St : : ”'

. _ We are grateful for your cooperatlon and a331stance,:eﬁdfsteﬁdﬁteady-tb"
- aid Your agency-_'c”-“ R PR Tk S e R e
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'”[lThe follow1ng assoc1at10ns w1sh to Joln in- thls statement.'

Assoc1atlon of Amerlcan Unrver51t1es N SRRt
“National Association of: Collebe and Unxver51ty Busxness Offlcers
. National Assoc1at10n of Independent Colleges and Universities ‘
: Natlonal Assocmatlon of State Unlver31t1es and Land—Grant Colleges




