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February l?, 1978

Dr. Frank Press, Director
Office qf Science and Technology POJ.icy
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20550

Dear Dr. Press:

The COIMlittee on Governmental ~e1ations supports the
views expressed on the awarding of patent rights developed
by colleges and universities in the.performance of federally
sponsored research in Dr. Pe1tason'~ letter to you of
February 14, 1978.

We are concerned that the policies of many agencies
do not provide sufficient economic incentives to attract
private investment in inventions made under government
grants and contracts. Without suchlincentives, inventions
may go underdeveloped thus reducing ,the pay-off to the
United States and its citizens for the sllbstant·ia1 invest
mentin resea~ch.

The General Services Administra'tion recently published
final rules in the Federal Regis ter 'encouraging government
wide use of the Institutional Patent', Agreement (43 FR
4424, February 2,1978). The Fedes§l Pr2£~~ment.g~&~1~!~ons
wre amended by the . General Services! Admillistrati9Jl.):Q
ji'r,i'Vide -for"~;e' of "'Institutionaip~t·¢nt:Agr~e.;';;:!Ji~ ,JIRA) .
iii"contracts'~]Ith'uiiiVersities:"""uni;;ersitieswi th satis
fa.'ctor'y technology transfer 'programs, may be granted
rights to inventions made under contracts ,,,ith federal
agencies. Institutional Patent Agree~entspermit those
institutions to retain rights to inventions and related
patents that result from such contracts. The IPA has
protections for the government that include:

-A provision re.qlliring prompt reporting of
inventions to the government.

-A requirement. that institutional royalty
receipts be utilized for educational or research
purposes.

-A provision permitting the government to
exelude individual contracts •

•CoA provision for governo!cnt approval of -assigmftC?nt
to other~hal1 approved patdnt manngcme.nt ot'gn.rdzations.
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He urge you to consider this approach, in that the
mechanism is no", in place and only requires directing
agencies to use the IPA rather than encouraging them to
use it.

While it is our preference to have the Uniform
Research and Development Utilization Act of 1977, H.R.
8596, became la"" until this occurs ",e strongly favor use
of the.lnstitutional Patent Agreement as a means for
assuring technology transfer.

If you have any questions about this matter, 'Ie
'TOuld be pleased to .discuss them 'lith you.

Sincerely,
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Reagan Scurlock


