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December 16, 1976

Members of SUPA

Seasons Greetings!

Enclosed is a new questionnaire. The members agreed at
the last SUPA meeting that there should be a survey of
patent policies. We started with several suggestions from
which a preliminary forln was designed and given a trial
run at six institutions. The results were used to modify
the questionnaire further into the form in which it is
now sent to you.

I hope the enclosure will fit the situation at your
institution. Completion and return at your early
convenience will be appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
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" J''1\/ //~~.L.~...r'
Raymond J. Woodrow
p-tesident
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SUPA Questionnaire Concerning

University Patent Policies and Pat~nt Administration

l. Name of Institution . _

2. Who authorized your Patent Policy?

a. Trustees or Regents

b. Faculty

c. President or Chancellor

d. Other (please specify)

3. What office administers the Paten\'Policy ?

4. To whom is that office responsible? _
II 5. Is there a Patent Committee?

6. What is its composition?

I
t
!

7. What are the functions of the Patent Committee?

8. Does the Patent Policy cover:

a. Fac-..:lty

b. Professional Staff

c. Nonprofessional Staff

d. Graduate students employed by Vniversity _

e. Graduate students not employe= by University

f. Undergraduates employed by Uni\fer·si ty

g. Undergraduates not employed b:; University
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9. Does your institution control the disposition of patent rights by
either (it is understood that a sponsor may subsequently take,
control):

Taking title to inventions

or Directing or approving disposition by inventors

or is the referral of an invention to the university voluntary
if there is no sponsor requirement

10. Do you enter into agreements with possible, inventors (see 8 above)
to establish patent rights (complete on'ly one response):

a. For all possible inventors from 8 above (specify a,b,c,d .•• etc)

b. For all possible inventors from 8 who participate in sponsored
research (specify a,b,c .•••• etc)

c. For all possible inventors from 8 who are employed (specify
a,b,c •..• etc)

d. For all possible inventors from 8 who are employed just in
sponsored research (specify a,b,c .•. etc) ----

11.' Do you use or have you considered using a single agreement to cover
both patents and copyrights? __

12. Is one or more patent management firm utilized and if so give names?

13. If the institution (not a paten~ management firm) decides to make
a patent application, what office makes this decision?

14. Does your patent policy ~equire reporting by those covered by the
policy (see 8) of:

2. All inventions made even though there is no institutional or
spDnsor equity , 01'---- --------- -- -- - -- -- --- --

~~==-===,or

b. All inventions made on which p~tents ar8 applieo for, even
though th~rc is no institll~ional UL' SPo."ISOr ~qi;ity



c. All inventions made where there is some institutional or
sponsor equity ,or

d. Only th?se inventions made which mast be reported to a
sponsor
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15. What is the basis of the institution's claim for institutional
equity in an invention, i.e. what is the legal consideration for
the university to obtain rights?

a. Payment of salary or stipend

b. Provision of funds or facili.ties

c. Other

·16. Is arbitration or some other fOl'm of decision-making provided
·for in the event of a disagreement a~ to the institution's
equity or rights in an invention?

17. Does the institution ever relinquish itsrights.to an invention bac~

to the inventor? • If yes, under what circumstances?

18. Does the institution handle inv~ntions for inventors in which it
has no equity? If yes, what are the conditions?

19.· If the institution retains patent rights for inventions, what share
of royalties is paid to inventor(s)? Net or gross?

_~--.~=..:o_

20. What disposition is made of institution's share of royalties?

;;1. ;-::r:at steps if any are taken to assure. that all inventio;js are
~"?perly disclosed?
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Does your institution'have any institutior.al patent agreements lIPA's)
with federal agencies?' , If so, list agencies

In negotiating sponsored research agreements with industry, do you
accept requirements for sponsor to obtain:

a, Title to all inventions

b. Exclusive license

c. Exclusive license'for limited period ~ ~ ~__~~ __

d. Exclusive license for limited period with march-in rights for
lack of diligence

e. Nonexclusive license

f. Other ,

24. Under the arrangements described in 23 above, is there any provision
for royalties or other reimbursements to the university, such as
increased indirect costs? ...

25. For inventions owned or controlle,d by the instit'ution and not 'assigned'
to a patent management organization, which of the categories of 23 aboY,
best describe the institution's policies·for assignment or licensing?

2b, ~ow ~any patents were applied for on your institution's inventions
durIng th~ last ten years by:

Inv~:ItoT'

Ins"':itut1.on

r'iO:"": -: • Y."3n~'::D~~nt: O"'':::il.rliZ'3tin~ ._--_._-
In~ust~ial SpG~sor

G~veY~~e~t S?G~sQr
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APPENDIX B

Institutions Responding to Patent Survey

University of Akron

Ball State University

Boston College

Brown University

University of California Systemwide

California Institute of Technology

University of Cincinnati

Colorado State University Research Foundation

Concordia University

University of Connecticut

Cornell University

University of Dayton

University of Delaware

University of Denver

University of Georgia

University of G~ilph

University of Houston

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

University of Iowa

University of Kansas

Kansas State University

Kent State University

University of Kentucky

Universite Laval

University of Maryland

University of Michigan
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APPENDIX B (cont'd.)

University of Minnesota

University of Mississippi

University of Nebraska

University of New Mexico

Research Foundation of State University of New York

University of Oklahoma

University of Oregon

Princeton University

Purdue University

Rockefeller University

Rutgers University

Salk Institute
/:';. ··.•..• c,,,<

Simon .:\\')r:i'l;,s,eoe University

University of Southern California

Southern Illinois University

Texas A&M Research Foundation

University of Toledo

University of Virginia

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

Washington State University

University of Wisconsin

Yale University


