Jenuary 23, 1978

The Hnnarabla adlsi steveusan
United States Senate
- Dirksen Senate Cffice Building
'ﬂhshington; D.C. 20510,

Desr Sanator Stevenson:_}ff

_ i hnve tead with srent 1ntareat your recent statemﬁncs o the
effect that in the U.8. our sclentific research and development are
declining aud that we are beginning to suffer economically as a direct
result. I wish to commend your stand on this subject &nd wish further that
it wes shnred by wore of your colleagums in the Senate and the Eouaa."‘

This particular gsubject has long been of direce 1nterest to me o
bncauae I have been involved {n the development of inventions that
evolved from University research. Much of this research has been
sponnored by one Or MOTe agency of the federal government.

As & general rule, the sponsoring agency hag taken the position R
that any inventions ariain§ from work it sponsors shall belong to the
federal government. T don't quarrel with the motives of the people who
get such policies; however, I do wish to point out the practical effect
of such policies. The most significant and usual vesult is that the
invention is completely sterilized so that it is of no earthly good to
snyone, except foreign compsnies who get & free ride. In times past
Presidents Kennedy and Nixon recognized the folly of thip practice and
have stated 28 & government policy that greater vights in these inventions . =
should remain with the inventors or his University. The implementetion of o
~ these preaidentinl statemants has been practically mon-existent.

_ Assuming that it ie in the best interest of the country to see

" that new’ scientific ideas sre introduced into the economy, I believe that
‘much could be ‘gained 1if the federal government took @ more realistic view
aimed toward leaving such rights with the inventor or his Univergity. The
interests of the inventor should be csrefully considersd because it is he o
that has to report his inventions in the first instance. Any’ invantoty’that e
has had an invention taken away From him by governm@nt fiat 1a going to ~~--m!-
think twice gbout reporting another.one._ SO

: Tha governmant and the eeonomy ac a whole desper&tely need tha
contributions of all of its scientists. I believe that the cooperation of
‘these people can be obtained by encouraging their participation rather
than stifling their efforts.




" Senato “Stevenson -

'Y have tfléd‘téﬁékplniﬁ'sOma of these points to & letter
-addreaaed to Senator Gaylord Nelson since he seems to be in favor of

- st1ll more_rgstricttvg governmental policy. A copy ‘of my letter to o
Senator Nelson is enclbted '

" If T can be of lny nsslstance to you in your prbsram. I am at
: _your aerVIce. Z :

vgry'trply yours,

Ray E. Snyder .




