Xce B eV, jrorTere

e ATy
- ‘ v 'la }/6’ L/ ')o"/l’»-/
NOV 27 1978 - s
. TdAtiaY
' . b
PATENT BRANCH, OGC _ sel
| | DHEW | Jos F Lol
nr, C. Joseph Gtotler NDVZS 1978 ' | -
rresident : >’ 6¢tZGZfL,////
Pharmaceutical Manufecturers N o4 :
desocliation

—_ T -7 N =0

1155 Fifteenth Street, H,H.
tashington, D.,C. 20005

A o

Dear Mr, Stetler:

Thank you for your letter concernlng this Department's
patent policies, I agree that our review of pztitions for
waiver ¢f principal invention rights should be counpleted in
s tilwely manner. I aw pleased toe Inform you that the
backleyg that hed bullt up 23 a resvlt of the tighter
Separtmental review procedures haz been eliminated,

In addition to inmstituting better reviews of spplicatiens, I

Chave also asked the Cenersl Counzel to review our gaeneral
retent policy. This review iz ztill iIn lte preliminary
sta¢es, and no decisions have been reached,

The General Counsel's study of HEN'a petent policies
includes en evaluation of the objectives of thosze policies, :
as well e& an evaluation of the options available, A draft !
paver, now belng clrculsated within the papartaent, dlscusses
several ideas which may or may not be adogptsd as policy. I
understance that the languege you guoted iIs from that draft,

I expect to recelva the coupleted study goon. At thst tine,
I will conazlder your comrents as well as those of other
interested parties, in deciding whether policy changes

should be censiuereu. Any substantlial chanjes in curvent
policies will most likely be lemplesented with the publica~-
tion, after an an}ropriate conrent period, of new regulia-
tions, :

Any study conducted by GAO would be Independent of this
Lepartwent, and I suggest that you contact the General
hccounting Offlce directly if you wifh to communicate your
views to them,.
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Let me 2ssure you that the primary objective of any policy
adopted by this Department will be to ensure that inventlions
Geveloped with funding fron public money are introduced in a
way that will best serve the public Interect, In most coascs
this wvould teen bringing the invention to the public as

- guickly and economlcally &s possible,
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Sincerely,
/s/ Hale Champion

oseph A, Califano, Jr,
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