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July 21, 1978

Dr. Joshua Lederberg

Rockafeller Unlvers*ty o
York Avenue at 6%5th Streat
Wew York, New York. 10021

Dear Dr, Ledetrberg::

the onman*s in V*“u*e 274, Julv 6,
ztor vlord Nelson a Research

zation for p ,aLents arising frem government

. : : I read with intey

: o 1978, wherq:in vou had propose
Corporation type faderal organ
LYDE research,

The ar*u$e1ts 1 find a2gainst your:5uggn, t1on inciuder

1. Research Corpofation now serves very well in this
capacity. Patents with large potentizl income and
extensive licensing potential often flow to them
both from Lede?31¢y—auf30fted and ncﬁ—Lﬁderally- R E
supported research. : ' Y

. A Tederal corporation as you propese would 1ik: l}
not be interested in pushing inventions with los
potential income or those of primarily statz or

- regilonal interest, ' ' ' '

-y )
.

‘3. The wvniversity techpology transfer programs sre sarving
state and regional needs very well; _DERY new small
compznies are often originated and fregquently aid
by new technologles arising in universitcy E
_ Often the mew technolegies are not patent
o _ -4t 18 not necescary to patent. Currently
maat patent lawvers procead to file ea th
nologles desplte the lack o i
.r‘o__t-ﬁrc:_al zation, - There 1
- tham to do 1ifLELEI}?\Z}_y in t




© 4, The last thing we need 1s another government COr%ﬁ'zfjjg?
+" poratlom with all the red tape involved and lack .7 (7 .

.- of sensitivity to small business and regional needs

especially in a field so impartant to state and we

" reglonal economic development as the current uniu-"”?;”

versity technology transfer programa.‘ :vﬁxi_a;z o ,f

I have been delighted with the liberalization of federal

”rlohta to patents extended to universities and others - ‘by the proposed

changes orlginally aanounced in the Federal Register, vol. 43, no. 23,_#‘
Thursday, February 2, 1978, pages 4424-4427 and which went iInto effect
July 18, 1978. I think those proposals 1f allowed to staud will make

a ulgPlL;Caﬂt contribution to our economic sysLem and over tne lon*er'j—_-f
. term, to our balance of payments, SRR R E

Tours sincerely, -

J Ralgh Shay , i
Asszstant Be a1 of \ESL&ICH
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