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The Honorable Robert Dole
141 Hart Sena,teOffice Building
United States Senate
Washington, IX:: 20510

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing on behalf of Intellectual Property Owners, IDe.
concerning S.2171, the "UnifoDD Patent Procedures Act of 1983."

!PO wishes td'canpliment you for sIXlnsoring the original version
of this imIXlrtant legislatioo. We agree with the witnesses who
SUPIXlrted the bill during the hearing you conducted on March 27, .
1984. IPO testified in favor of a similar bill that 'was approved
recently by the House Camnitt~e on Science and Technology.

We are primarily interested in the prOlTisions of S. 2171 which
would extend to large business contractors patent rights like
thoSE! Congress made avaiUlble to nonprofit organizations and small
businesses in Public Law 96-517. '!hese provisions =uld create
incentives for industry· to participate in federally-fImded R&D
programs. We believe the provisions WOllld]2dng into the bidding
process many well-qualified, high technologycempanies wOO have
been reluctant to partiCipate in the past.

We are concerned because the large bu.,iness· prOlTisions were
emitted fran the bill men it was apprOlT.e:l by the Senate JudiCiary
Subccmnittee on Patents; Copyrights and Tradanarks on July 31,
1984. As we mderstand it, the bill apprOlTed by the Subccmnittee

. merely refines existing laws relating to nonprofit organizations,
.small businesses, and gOlTerrIllent research laboratories. Ybile we
have no obj ection to these refinanents, they do not contribute
significantly to the bill's announced purpose of achieving
unifoIlDity in gOlTerrIllent patent IXllicy.

We urge you to seek reinstatanent of the prOlTisions covering large
business contractors when the bill canes before the full
canrnittee. If it. is not ssible to reins at '-... Sus' .-./.
proVisions-, we e leve It wou etter to defer the 1 islation'
tntl e ress, so ngress can devote more time to
a canprehensl\ce revlew 0 a 0 orlgm y in
S. 2171. ..

We appreciate your supIXlrt for measures that would encourage
research and developnent in the United States.

~ Sincerely, ~
~....,.p Cu. be.-... q.

Donald W. Barmer
President
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