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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

December 14, 1978

,

Ray E. Snyder, Esq.
Dunlin, Thienpont, Potthast,& Snyder, Ltd.
208 South Lasalle Street/Suite 2060
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Dear Mr. Snyder:

Thank you for your letter of November 28, 1978 regarding the
Small Business Nonprofit Organization Patent Procedures Act.

I have asked the General Accounting Office to analyze the
effect that the present Government paten.t policies have had on
innovation. I think thatt'he experience that the University of
Missouri at Rolla had with the Department of the Interior is a
very good example of an overly cautious patent policy killing a promis
ing idea. I have sent a copy of your letter to the GAO so that they
will also be aware of this example.

Thank you very much for taking the tiIre to alert Ire to the
problems that the University experienced.

Sincerely,

~td-Birch Bayh
Chainnan

cc: Jack Heinbaugh


