i By Lawrence K. A'ltmz_lt',l :
: New York Times Service

' New.York, N.f.
. -Some scientific and ‘medical journals

-may -be forced to stop pubiishing

because of Internal Revenue' Service‘

rulings and ot_her federal actions, act

i cording to ‘an editorial published *
-¢ ‘Monday in the Journal of the Amerl-_

can Medlcai Assoc:atlon

It the journals are forced out of
business, “effective -communication

hetween- scientists will . be jeopar-

~¥ dized, and scientific development

" will suffer,” said Dr. William R. Bar-

- . clay, the AMA journai editor.:“Dis-
covery benefits no one unless lt is_

: commumcated '

.‘-The federal octaons for Wthh no
% : reason  has -been given, jeopardize
©:; publications in medicine, biology,
chemistry, physics and other fields,
Robert A: Day of the Council of Biol-

ogy Editors in ‘Washington, who has-

characterized. the SCleﬂtlflC journal

‘as “an endarigered species,” said-re- .

centiy that such “journails could well
move from-the ‘endangered’ list to

the “extinct’ list; and Uncle Sam,; as
CuE well as scienfists everywhere wrll be
it _-_left empty-handed o e

-'.'The AMA edltorlal sald “The Inter—-

-“nal’ Revenue S$ervice has told .the
- publishers of 90 percent of the chem-
-.istry and . physics -journals in the

i Uniled Stateg'ihat it plans to revoke
" their tax-exempt status afid has noti-

fied the Ameiican Chemical Society
:and the American Institute of Phys-
: ics.that they.are no longer to be
- treated  as fax-exempt orgamza-
_tlons : .

" A spokesman for the IRS saxd tnat as'. .
‘& matter 6f policy the agency would -

- ’ineither conflrm nor deny the report

Tues., Jan: 2, 1979

" Officlals of the American Chemical
~ Society said they would have no
] comment . i

:‘.Others in the sc:enhrtc commumty__

have said the IRS.-was aking simijar

action against. other scientific and -
engineering societies, Loss of tax- -

exempt status reans higher postal
rates, as well as taxing of advertising

reveries and:ofher, Income of the.

joumals and societles

-The IRS has already taxed the ad-

vertising reventes of the Journal of

_the AMA, The association -has paid

$9 million in back taxes on advertis-
ing revenues from. the 10 journals it
publishes and expects to pay the IRS

about $1.5 million each year for the .
next several years Barclay said in -
‘an lnterwew . :

Tlle joumals are consldered hdls- .
penisable to science because they are
. the scientists’ traditionai means of :

communication. . Scientists publish

-the results of their experimenis and
theories as open communication for -
‘the benefit of society. The alm’'is to -

allow their colleagues to try to dupli-
cate the resulls, crlncme the findings

and make furtner -scientific -ad-
vances without,duplication of efforts. .
Some scientists pay fees to journals |
with small circulations to pubiish the

resultb of theu' expenments

There are 59, G(}O ‘scientific and tech-

nical publigations int the woild, and
9,000 of these are: published in this

country, According to a report that

King -Résearch. of Rockvilie, Md.,

prepared for the National Smence

Foundation.

new rate structuré that will be pro-’ E

hibitively expensive for many scien-

-tific societies - and -may result o
sharp curtallment of their publica-. . .

tlons

It &dded “The Inter'-;tate Commerce
Commission is also Studying AMA

publications with the obvious intent

of paralyzing the AMA in its legiti-

mate and valuable role of dissemi- =
g natlng scnenttflc informatxon

Bccause it cost the AMA about

Archives of Environmental Health

and Preventive Medicine, the Chica- .
- go-hased medical group stopped pub- =
lishing it five years ago. It was sold .
for a token fee to an eéndowed foun-. ¢

-dation that now pubhshes it quarter-_‘, E

ly instead of monthly

The AMA: edltoria‘l soid tnét’ i'n addi-

tion to the rising cosis of printing, *
paper and other standard.expenses, .-

“t_lle ‘Postal Setvice is proposing a~
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- $90,000 each year to subsidize ifs.
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