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Getting Back to Business ¥

The letter from Sens. Warren B.
Rudman, Edward Kennedy and Lowell
Weicker [“The Post Was Not on

Watch,” Free-for All, March 13], criti- -

cizes The Post's editorial on the Smail

Business [nnavation Development Act-

[“Bad Business,” March 4]..

As the chairman of the Small Bun-'

ness Services Committee of the Amer-

ican Electronics Aasocmtxon, I feel The .
Post's poor opinion of the proposed bill .

was right on target. The senators’ letter
calls the National Science Founda-
tion’s Small Business Innovation Re-
search Program an “unqualified suc-
cess” and explains that their bill is
modeled on it. '

If the NSF's program is such a suc-
cess that the senators want to replicate
it on a government-wide hasis, why did

‘Charles H. Herz, NSF's general coun-

" sel, in a letter written to OMB, say that
there is no systematic data to warrant
extending the program t.hroughout the
government?

In fact, NSF opposed the blll, stat-.
ing “the proposed permanent legisla-
tive extension of the NSF's Small -

" Business . Innovation- Research Pro-
gram in its present experimental form

across the gmment without budget
scrutiny seems very unwise.”

The senators’ attackontheAmencan '

Electronics Association is equally wob-

pmmablyﬂleeh:efbeneﬁmamsofﬂ:e

set-aside, we strongly oppose the bilt
Having named AEA in their committee

report’s case for the bill, it ill behooves

them to try to dismiss us now.
I have represented a small company

. (65 employees) on AEA’s board of direc-

tors for the past three years. [ do not
find the assaciation “dominated by giant
corporations,” as the senators charge. In
fact, it was the committee [ chair—made
up entirely of small-company presidents,
all members of AEA’s board of directors

~that initiated AEA’s opposition to the -

bill. None of the members of the “two
ental affairs committees”
referred to 'in the senators’ leiter is a
member of the AEA’s board of directors,
Dus to the healthy investment climate
created by federal Jegislation in 1978 and
1981, investment capital is readily avail-
able for any entrepreneur or researcher
who wishes to capitalize on an idea. In
reality, I feel that this bill is five years
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late and lsnolongerrequmdaashmu-

'lustoR&Datthesmaﬂbmmlevcl.

Finally, though the senators clain» they
gavethnb:ﬂextewveanddetaﬂedm
sideration, it's fascinating to see that they
suﬂdonotagreewathﬂwSmﬂBw
Administration on something a8 basic
the maximum size company that m:gﬁt.
participate in their new program. e

I they intended to limit it tg_ 00
employees or less, they could easily
have done so in their bill. But l'fei‘ore

they publicly disputed The Pbat's
. facts, they should have checked ﬁth

SBA’s associte administrator for
curement assistance, They would- ha_ve
learned that depending on the typé of
research involved, SBA classifies ¢ttt
panies of up to 1,000 employees:-as
“small businesses” and therefare elig!-
ble to participate. .
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