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'WASHINGTON
The General Accounting Office

has thrown-its support behind a con- -
troversial bill to -provide uniform pat-

ent protection for government-fi-
-The measure, S.414, was intro-
duced in February by Senators Birch

Bayh, Democrat. of Indiana, and

Robert J. Dole, Republican of Kan-

sas. Their bill - would allow small
businesses, universities, and other
non-profit organizations to obtain
limitted ‘patent protection on discov-
erics made by employees working
under government- ﬁnanced contracis

~ and grants.

Although many consumer advo-
cates have argued that such discover-

7. ies ought to be the property .of the
. gavernment,

Senators Dole and
Bayh maintain that when the govern-

ment retains patent rights on inven- .

tions; there is “a. very great chance

that they will never be developed.” . .
Of the 30,000 patents that the gov-.

ernment now holds, fewer than 4 per
cent have ever received licenses; ac-
cording 1o officials. Licensing is a
procedure on which investors insist

“before they will put money behind
) l_nvenuons

“We believe a -clear leglslaUVe

statement of uniform, government-

wide ‘patent policy is long overdue,”

L4

© said Elmer B. _Staats.
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| ':Ciontré've"rsz-al B.zll .oﬁ Patent‘Polzcy 51°
Gams Support of Accounting Office

" the - U S.
Comptrolier General, in testimony
before Mr. Bayh's Subcommittee on

the Constitution, part of the Senate -

Judiciary Committee.

Morecver, Mr. Staats said, even
when federal agencies have tried to
turn over patent rights to individual
researchers or institutions. the delays

in getting the rights transferred have:

been long and cost]y

No Uniform Pollcy

Although the federal governmenl
now supports an estimated -

it has never established a
uniform patent policy for the inven-
tions that result.

Various agencies havc dlf‘ferent

patent arrangements,

They range from exclusive agree-
ments that give inventors.and re-
sedrch institutions the first option on
all new inventions to policies. that

almost automatically turn over inven-

tions to anyone who wants 1o devel—
op them.

In . recent years
agencies with liberal policies have
begun to adopt more stnngem ones,
Mr. Staats sad.

He said he hoped “an éasing of the

‘red tape leading to determinations of
inventions would . bring .
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_thirds of all research in the United
States,

however. even

‘about ~ an lmprovement -of this
record.” Mr. Staats said he based his
comments ot 'a review of the current
patent procedures at several selected
agencies, including . the Department

‘of Health, Education, and Welfare,.
the National Science Foundation,
the Department of Energy, and the
‘Department of Defense,

‘Details of that review are sched-
uled to be released in June. .
Although the Comptroller General
said he viewed the Bayh-Dole meas-

‘ure- as. 2 solution to many problems,
he had some reservations about the
bitl.

. Under its provisions; the account-.
ing office would be requiréd to report

“each year to the Committee on the
Judiciary on how well federal agen-

" cies were carrying -out the act.

. Mr.. Staats said that would not be
feasible unless his agency were given
adequate funds to oversee. the patent
activities,

‘Senator Bayh .indicated, however,

that the bill could be modified to '

provide the funds the G.A.0. neéded.

A measure similar to the Bayh- .-

Dole - bill, Hr 2414, has been intro-

duced in the House of Representa-
tives by the chairman of the House .
Committee on the Judiciary, Rep. |
Democrat of |
—ANNE C. ROARK } .

Peter W. Rodino, Jr.,
‘New Jersey.
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Fol[omng is a summary of bills of

" interest to higher education that have

been introduced in Congress. Copies

of bilis may be obtained from Sena-

tors {Washington 20510) or Repre-

scntanves {Washington 20515).

SENATE

S 927—Smithsonlan. To authorize the Smith-
sonian Institution te plan for the develop-
ment of the area south of the original

Smithsonian. Institution Building. By Sena-
-l Lam T wekean (1. Wnsh.) and two u!hers- .

ligher-Education Bills in

" WASHINGTON *

S 1051—Taxes. To provide a fedeéral income-
tax credit for certain educational expenses.
By Senator Roth (R-Del).

S 1095—7Taxes. To provide a federal income-
iax credit for tuition. By Senator Packwood ~

(R-Ore,) and three pthers. ~
S 109%—Heatth protessions. To provide for

incteases in the amount of the monthly

Stiprpd paid (o participants in’ the Armed
Forees Mealth Professions schotarship pro-
#ram. By Senator Thurmond (R-5.C.).

5 1107—wages.. To encourage youth oppartu-

nity by exfending the sub-minimum wage

enjoyed by fulltime students to all persons

‘between the ages of 16 amd 20 By ‘;enalor e
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Congress

Education -Act of ‘1965 to pnwlde for &
National Stodent Financial Assistance Dath
Bank. By Represeniative Biaggl (D-N.Y.).

. HR 35289—Curriculum. To amend the General
Education Provisions Act to prevent the use
of federal controls over  cursiculum, By
Representalive Martin (R:N.C.).

MR 3537—Young pecple. To establish a Con-
&resswnal award program for the putrpose
of -Tecopnuing - exeellence and -leaderaticp
among young - people- By Repfeueatsiive
Nateher (D-Ky, ).

HR 3769—Student losne. To smemt ""mm

er Educiition At 91 f-m
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