FOR RELEASE‘ AFTER 3 P M

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 24 1977‘7 PROCESSING OF PATENTS ON DVA]

RESEARCH INVENTIONS .

fted proce831ng of patent appllcations for recomblnant DNA

*research 1nvent10ns

o Secretarv of Commerce Juanlta M. Kreps added “however, that -
sCommerce s Patent and Trademark Office will, when requested,‘-
‘aéntinue ‘accelerated proce831ng of patent appllcatlons for*
=laboratory equlpment that- contrlbute to safety in thls fleld

: HEW Secretarv Joseph ;”Callfano, Jr., ’Sald the temporary
,susoen51on was. put, into effect while the’ Federal Interagencv '
‘Committee for Reoomblnant DNA Research ‘considers recommendatlons
fconcernlng research conducted by:the prlvate sector in this. fleld
;Secratarles Kreps and. Callfano sazd the Commlttee w111’co

_concernlng accelerated pr003551ng of 1nventlons in +this.

research field. :Recombinant DNA research involves the’ 301n1ng in
the test tube Of pieces .of DNA=~the material which determines

the heriditary characteristics of all living cells——from ‘the:

" same organism or dlfferent organisms. - The newly joined mole- .
cules . are then inserted into living organisms; such as bacteria..
““The recomblnant DNA,may affect the form and functlon of the'
'“offsprlng produced from-such comblnatlons.;;; : S

. Seoretarles Kreps and Callfano sald "The potentlal RORDEE
beneflts from this research include major advances in under-p'ft
standing the mechanism of ‘heredity and the: development of new».
‘compounds’ to treat mahy dlseases._ Potent1a1 ‘dangers. 1nclude
the possibility: that hazardous ‘agents_ mlght be’ produced . in the
v ‘ £ such research."’ o







