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| Proposed Najtzonai Faz‘ent szcy Aims

'_to Bolsfc‘er fndwhy Cam

By Anne C. Roark

mct a liberal, government-wide patent
olicy for the inventions that result fmm
Zderally financed research. . _

His call came in a nine-part plan to

smeourage innovation and bolster relations
reiween universities and industry, The
#dn would take effect in fiscal 1981.

. The President's plan, similar to ome .

seing considered in the Senate, would
How the government to retain the patent
iglits to federally financed inventions buk

Would give mvemora exclusive licenses o

meFCl fize ihﬂ"ﬁ II}VEH(!DH‘

& wandhng Lead

-Anncunced late last monthat an unusuaﬂ :

wint. House-Senate hearing, the plan is

sased on the results of a “domestic policy

weview” which began in April, 1978, to

wientify actions the government might take .

i encourage technological innovation.

.Besides the new patent policy, the
to maintain the .-

President’s “first steps™ t
“technological strength of the American

gconomy” wonld include new university- -

fased “technology-research centers; in-
creased support’ for university-industry
spoperative research and 'deve!opmeni
programS‘ and new legislation to foster the

ve]opment of small innovative business-
J‘

Experts have been warping for years
ihat, while the U. S. may be the world
iader. in production and innovation, its
tead is dwindling.

~ The policy review, cartied out by the

' WASHINGTON
Presuient Carter has-asked Congress to

- tration,

CHRONICLE PHOTOGRAPH DY JOAN C. PHLELIFS
Science Adviser Frank- Press

Departinent of Comimerce, was seen by
many industry expeitsas a wayto rekmdle
Yankee ingenuity.

: While lawmakers. said they supported o
- the plan oitlined by the Carter-Adminis-
they admitted they were disap- -
pointed that the White House and the

Department of Commerce had not recom-
mended more.

Speaking to White House ofﬁcmls atlast

month’s hearing, Sen. Adlai E. Stevenson,
chairman of the Senaie Subcommittes on

_Science, Technology. and Space, said the.

‘giving the public. the “‘free”

Us Relaz‘wns

'proposais were a “small first step He
stressed the word small.

Nevertheless, - the Administration’s
pledge to support a new patent policy was

seen by many lawmakers as-a positive |-

effort to encourage innovation. -
Since the 1790's, when U. 8. patent laws

- were first drafted, inventors have argued
. that they should be given the exclusive

rights to make, use, and sell their inven- .
tions for a fimited time. Such a-policy has

-been viewed as a proper incentive to

encourage scienfisis and industry to spend .
time and money to develop inventions'to
the pomt where they are commercaaliy .

‘ useful

’ Over 20 Patent Plans

" With the government pouring more and

. more tax dolfars into university research,
- the question of who should hold the patent
- fights became more complicated.

Ralph Nader and other consumer advo-

- cates - contended . that  the - government.

should retain ownership. of the Washing-
ton-financed inventions and permit unre-

- stricted pubfic use. Universities pointed to ~
. the fact that fewer than 4 per cent of the

government's patents are successfully li-
censed for further use. :

"inihe absence of any nanonal paolicy,
- over 20-different patent aitangements have

come from the federai agencnes that sup-
port research.

When thevdecided to reject the consum-
er advocaes’ patent plan, White House
officials admitted it was “ironic”
right to
Comfnuea’ on Following Page

: WASHINGTDN
The House of Representatives has vot-
=i 1o write off portions of student-fopn

=it 1 exchangy for military service.

couid write off 10 per cent-—or up to $5060—
of their student-lpan debt,
The unsueccessful attempt to raise the

. imcrcst rate for the National Direct Stu-

-increase in beneﬁts autho._:' T
Jlargest of she federad studunt-aid plans, the

the

that, .




Patents
o éﬂn;inugd' from Precedi;qg P;JSE' |

commercialize. the inventions it has
-already paid for meant—in practical

’ ten‘ns-—that no one would-ever bcne- .

it irom them. -
If no-one profited from an inven-
“tion, they said, no one. would be
willing to develop it. Increasing aum-
bers of lawmakers. appear to be com:
“ing around to that view. -
Last week, for example, as the

Senate” Commilttee on the -Judiciary -

was considering its patent-policy bill,
‘s .414, there was less opposition than
usual 10 the estabiishment of 2 liber-
al, government-wide potlicy.
Introduced by a pair of unlikely

" allies—fiberal  Democrat Birch Bayh -

‘of Indiana and conservative Republi-
can Robert J. Dole of Kansas—the
‘Senate measure  would “allow- small
‘bosinesses, universities,
non-profit organizations to . obtain

limited patent protection on discov--

eries’ made by employees working
under government-ﬁndnced grants
and contracts. .

Suppon from the Fresident )
A similar ‘bill, HR 2414, has been
introduced in the ‘House of Repre-

sentatives by the- chalrman of the”

House Commitiee on the Judiciary,
Rep. Peter W. Rodino, Ir.; PDemo-
crat of New Jersey . No action has
~ been scheduled.

Bestdes supporting a liberal patent .

policy, President Carter also urged

Congress to expand the existing in- -

dustry-university .= cooperative re-

search program in the National Sci-

ence Foundation. ] )
 Speaking for the President, Frank
Press, the White House science ad-
viser, told lawmakers that the Ad-
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from “federal

- and other’
_ profit

- the WNational
the others by the Departmem of 1

‘ministration -was . eager tosee the

program grow to the point where it

. could ‘support -about $}50-million in .

projects each year and include the

' " Departments of Energy. and De-
- -feénce, the Nauvonal Aeronautics and’
. Space Administration, and the Envi-’

ronmental Protection Agency.

In another effort to encourage co-

operaiton between industry and aca-

deme, Mr, Carter proposed, the- ‘es-

tablishment ‘of a new ceater at the
Department of Commerce’s. National
Technical Information Service.

. The center, which would cost $1.2-.

million in fiscal 1981, would help
improve “‘the flow of knowledge”
' laboratories and re-
search and development centers o
outside industries. The : information
service itse€lf would receive an-addi-

~ tional 82.4-millida to interview peo-.

ple who travel overseas for foreign
techmcal mforma:mn

Genenc-Technoiogy Centers

. Also announced by " the - White
House was a plan to establish non-
“generic-technology centérs”
‘at universitics .and private. research
centers. The generic centers would
focus on technological developments

‘that are .useful ‘to a wide. range of

industries.
“Because - the _-beneﬁt'
vances-in. generic. techaology to any

“one firm {or even one indusiral sec-
. tor} may be small;

there is less in-
vestment in the development of ge-
neric technologies : than would be

- justified by the benefits. that flow

from these activities,” Mr. Press ex-
plained at the Capitol Hill hearings.
.Under the. Administration’s plan,

four. centers would be established in

fiscal 1981 at a cost to the govern-
ment of between $6-million and 38-
million. One would be sponsored by
Scien¢e . Foundation,

Commerce.
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scheduled to begin Dec.

'tmue its mvestlganon of the
 duct charges.

from " ad-

effeciive Jan. 31.
of health ‘would just not-
a lawyer
for the Penndylvania Democrat said.
Mr. Flood,\former chairman of a

‘powerful subcomittee handling ap-.

proprations for\ education, health,
s, has been hos-
-ailments since

ar.. His first
; a retrial is

charges earlier this:
trial ended in a hung ju

Despite Mr. Flood's -
the chairman of the Hou

When Mr. Flood mdicated aew
weeks ago that his legal expenses
had forced him, into debt and hg -
could not afford a lawyer to defend
him before the ethics committee, the
panel tried unsuccessfully to arrange

“free legal assistance for him.

# Institute Fages Charges
“ot-lilegal Lobbying
The - newly created Institute ' for
Scizntific and . Technological Cooper-
ation has been accused by indepen-

-dent investigators of illegally using

government funds to lobby on its
own behalf. '

The -accusations, presented to the
Senate Committee on Appropria--

‘tions, a2re pow in the hands of ‘the

Department of Justice. Some obsery- .
ers believe the charges could be the
deaith-blow for the institute, which
was the centerpisce of the U. S/
plans for the United Nations Confer-
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