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Stawrs News Service
WESRINGTON - & new drug dew
veloped- by two Harvazd scientista is
one of several diseoverios tind up im a

“dispute aver the release of patent rights

to invewtisns created thisugh govern-
ment-lunded research, f

US Sen. Bob Dale (R.Kan) haz
charged that the Dopurimant of Health,
Education and Welfare {HEW) is dehib-
EEately “stenewaliing” requests from
universities and medical research 1nsti-
tutes “tn cbtain ownarship nghis to
these inventions, Dole claims HEW ig
weorried that, if it relinquishes the pat-
ert rights, a drog ficm will davclop the
teehinolegy at 2 large profit and in.
crerse the cost of medical care for
Ameficans,

TH G g
. &)” 5‘1...;2}%.

Des, Kaed B Austin sl Edenrd J,
Geetzel At 4he Warvaed Adics] Schoal
ahed HEW in January 1'M7 1o waive
H prlent tighis 90 thay couhd enntinue

with development of & now drug for the
arthritis and

teratnient of rheuins
branchial asthma, The patent relesse is
Beede! so the srientista MAY eliCr
Eraements with a pharmuceutiead firm
wilting ta provide capital for needed re-
fomrch and tosting.

HEW g, stil reviewing Harvard's
application, zlong with thowe fer some
+4 other faventiens frons varous arae
demie and medicn! instiunong, seened-
sy to Harvard patent administrater
Stephen Atkinsor,

“E we don’t gel it {the patent) out
soen it could create problems.” he said.
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The faffmonndarcche devg laborate-

vy hag piven dustin and Toctrel some
nennnal linancial support for the
Iy

e

ent rights, .

e 2 recent interview, Auqtin said he
was unaware af the clash between Dolg-
#nd HEW over the 22 inventiops, in-
cluding the drug develeped by ki and
Gontzel. He said there is “un immense
amount of davelopment work Lo be
dene” on the drug and that Hoffrman.
lLarache would dewide next vear
whether 1o make 3 lagger financial
comnitoent for its develapmeant.

Austen said be and Goetzel isolated

a humian molecule, synthesized 1t and
made &  “structurally related

reh. Atkinson saud, but wild not
' megoliations foc ot licensing _
ageearaent until HEW releases the pat.-

inrd -

. .

compound” that would hc-!p tPIEReT
“turn off" respense in diseased colls.

The Feod and Drug Admintstration
must clpar the drug before any clinical

‘. tesis on humans can begin.

Dole says that HEW has suddeuly
reversed a 10-year.old policy af allow.
fng uruversilies to yecure ownersiup
rights to waventioas thev heve made
with the heip of Federal grants from
the Matjonal Institutes of Heaith {(NIH)
and uther agencies.

Tn a statemert released carly this
weok, MEW peneral counsel ¥ Peter
Liklssi denied that the depariment 1s
sugpressing eorttical drugs and medieal
devices deveioped with NiH suppert

He added that HEW still has a “flexible
policy™ of releasing patent rights on a
case-by-case basis. | L

“The depariment has. however, ai-
tered its procedures for making this
determination, in arder to further as-
sure that the public interest is served

: .by the assignment of patont rights,” Li-

! bassi said. .
i

©  Libadsi also recentlv directed his -
¥ staff to notify him of anv applications

+ that are not processed withen 60 days. A

- HEW spokesman sa:d_he could not say

+whether that directive came befere or
afler Dole's statement of Aug. § critiejz- |

ng the department,




