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c. Sections 5, 6 and 11 of the Stevenson~dlerTechnology Innovation
Act of 1980 (P.L. 96-480) relating to stunies of technological
develq:rnent in the Unitec'l States, cooperative technology arran¢ementS,
and the transfer of industrial technology fian the Federal GovennllenL to
the private sector.
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d. Sectim 18 of the Office of Mana9ementand B009et Circular A-l?4, ,r:
dated February 19, 19B2, issued pursuant to P.L. 96-517, assi~ to the
Depart.ment lead agency respcnsibility with. respect to the inplementatioq";.
of Federal patent policy.
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b. The functions in Executive Order 100% (except section 5) and Execu­
tive Order 10930, insofar as these functions relate to detennining the
CMnership of patents and rights to inventions nade by Govel;T1lllel'lt
etployees;
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b. Executive Order 9865, as arrended by Section 5 of EXecutive Order
10096 and by Executive Order 10930, to tl)e extent that this authority
is mt reserved to the Assistant Se=etaxy for Science am Techmlogy
in I:epa.rtrrent Organization Order 10-1.
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e. Such functions under other authorities of the Secretary.:Ofa::mneree ..
as are awlioable to performing the functions assigned.inthis'·Order~·-'
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d. Inentify and analyze barriers to productivity inprovement and
technological growth in the U.S. ecc:mcrny, and provide leadership and
assistance in developing policies and programs designed to foster greater

.private'sector use of productivity measurement and inprovement
techniques, enhance the flOW' of Federally funded technologies to the
private sector, and facilitate cooperative research and developnent
arrangements ;

.._. .
f. Perform .lead agency functions concerning Federal patent policy,
including coorddnat.inq, IlDnitoring, gathering relevant data, evaluating
relevant programs and activities, developing uniform C,overnment-wide
standards for inpl~tationof Federal patent policy, preparing reports,
disseminating infonnaticn, naking reccmnendations, and taking other
actions necessary to assure maximum private sector ClJ=POrtunity for
mrmercializing inventions resulting fran projects financed with Fooeral
govemnent funds.
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._ni~:::"'~Issue~:<1:»:iesaS::licens_eson FC!tent applications end paterrts assigned
to the 'Un:i;ted .States of Arre:dca am in the custcxly of t.r:.e secretary of
Cc:mTErce; and

j . Provide liaison and ccordi.nation wi th the Caanittee on Governrrent
Patent Policy of the Federal Councd.L for Science 2r.C Tec.'m::>logy, furn­
ish executive secretariat support to the Crnmittee, advise the Assis­
tant &"'cretary for Science and '!'ec'Ju'.O] cqy on ce.-n,uac", rrntters r and
assist in the Ce\!clop'>.ont and forrnulat.ion of a uni rcrm CO'~ernncnt-w:i.Ce

.-- ··p.+t:ento-JUlicy •

~~de the OioIIlerShip of patents and the rights to inventicns nade by
t enployees, as provided by Executive Orders 10096 and 10930.
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h. File p3.tent applications and obtain p3.tents thereon in foreign coun-
tries for inventions ~.by.the United SLates of 1'=ica and in the
custc:dy of i:i1s$iil!~"'b'f"Ctmrerceand issue licenses 1.1I1Ce.r the foreign

"::.~.aB?licati~:and·-patents;c'.
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Assignment of Lead Agency
Implementation of P.L. 96-517
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SUBJ'ECT:

As you Qay know, we will soon issue a new OMB Circular which
provides uniform implementing guidance for the Government
patent policy section· of Public Law 96-517, -The Patent and
TrB.de:nark Amendments of 1980." This Act gives nonprofit
organizations and mall businesses a first right of refusal to
ti tIe in inventions they have made in performance of
Government grants and contracts. The Act takes precedent over
app=oximately '26 conflicting statutory and administrative
pollcies.

Since the Act is a fundamental change in the more traditional
policy of Government ownership to inventions made with its
support, we believe it is essential that a lead agency be
designated to review agency implementing regUlations:
disseminate and collect information, monitor administrative
or cOl:lpliance measure's, evaluate the Act' 6 implementation, and
recomQend appropriate changes to OMB/OFPP. (A more detailed
list of proposed Lead agency funotions and staffing is
provided in Attachment A.)

The Department of Comtnerce seems the natural choice fOI:
assignment of this new lead agency function due to its prior
experience and wide ranging interest in technology t.r ans fe r .
productivity, innovation and Government patent policy. In
order to take full advantage of Commerce's experience and to
support the expansion of the concept of P.L. 96-517 to all
recipients a! Federal research and deve10pment funding r ' the
proposed functions include author i ty to collect information
and recommend policy and regulatory changes that affect
recipients beyond those covered by the Act.
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I hope you will accept the reBponB~bility for the le~d ~gency

which we believe will be challenging and rewarding. I would
appreciate your designating an official to work with my staff
in developing the details necessary to assure smooth.
implementation of the Circular and the lead agency.

I have designated DOn Sowle, the Administrator of tbe Offioe
of Federal Procure~ent Policy as my staff focal point, who has
responsibilitiy for issuing patent policy regulations
implementing P.L. 96-517.
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