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CC) Contribulion
Every person who becomes liable to make any

payment under this section may recover contrt
butions from any person who if sued separate
ly, would. have been liable to make the same
payment.
Cd> Amoun18 recoverable: defendant's attorneys' fees

The amounts recoverable under this section
may include interest paid. reasonable attorneys'
fees, independent engineer and appraisers' fees.
and court costs. A defendant may recover rea
sonable attorneys' fees if the court determines
that the cause of action filed by the plaintiff is
frivolous, malicious, or lacking in substantial
merit.
(PUb, L. 96-399, title VI, § 612, Oct. 8, 1980, 94
Stat. 1679.)

§ 3616. Separability

If any provisions of this chapter or the appli
cation t.hereof to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of this chapter
shall not be affected thereby.
(Pub. L. 96-399, title VI, § 617, Oct. 8, 1980, 94
Stat. 1680')

CHAPTER 63-TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION

Sec,
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§ 3701. Findingll

The Congress finds and declares that: ,
(J) Technology and industrial innovation

are central to the economic. environmental,
and social well-being of citizens of the United
States.

(2) Technology and industrial innovation
offer and improved standard of living, In
creased public and private sector productivity,
creation of new industries and employment
opportunities.. improved public services and
enhanced competitiveness of United States
products In world markets.

3710•

3711.

3712,
3713.
3714.

fr"'

§ 3615. Nonexcluslon of other statutory rights and
remedies

§ 3613. Limitation of actions

No action shall be maintained to enforce any
right or liability created by this chapter unless'
brought within six years after such cause of
action accrued, except that an action pursuant
to section 3608 of this title must be brought
within four years after October 8, 1980.

(Pub. L. 96·399, title VI. § 614. Oct, 8, 1980, 94
Stat, 1680.)
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§ 3614. Wah'er of rights ovoid

Any COndition. stipulation. or provision bind,
ing any person to waive compliance with any
provisions of this chapter shall be void.
(Pub. L. 98-399, title VI. § 615. Oct. 8, 1980, 94
Stat. 1680.)

The rights and remedies provided by this
chapter shall be in addition to any and all

.otner rights and remedies that may exist tinder
Federal or State law.
(Pub. L. 96-399, title VI. § 616. Oct. 8, 1980, 94

'Stat. 1680,)
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(3) Many new discoveries and advances in
science occur in universities and Federal labo
ratories. whtle the application of this new
knowledge to commercial and useful public
purposes depends largely upon actions by
business and labor. Cooperation among acade
mia. Federal laboratories. labor. and industry,
in such forms as technology transfer. person
nel exchange, joint research projects. and
others. should 'be renewed, expanded, and
strengthened;

(4) Small businesses have performed an im
portant role in advancing industrial and teen
nologtcal innovation.

(5) Industrial and technological innovation
in the United States may be lagging When
compared to historical patterns and other in
dustrialized nations.

(6) Increased industrial and technological
innovation would reduce trade deficits. stabi
lize the dollar, increase productivity gains,in
crease employment, and stabilize prices.

(7) Government antitrust. economic, trade,
patent" procurement, regulatory, research
and development. and tax policies have sig
nificant impacts upon industrial innovation
and development of technology. but there is
insufficient knowledge of their effects in'par
ticular sectors of the economy.

(8) No comprehensive national policy exists
to enhance technological innovation for corn
mercial and public purposes. There is a need
for such a policy, including a strong national
policy supporting domestic technology trans
fer and utilization of the science and technol
ogy resources of the Federal Government.

(9) It is in the national interest to promote
the adaptation of technological innovations
to State and local government uses. Techno
logical innovations can improve services,
reduce their costs, and increase productivity
in State and local governments.

nOl The Federal laboratories and other per
formers of federally funded research and de
velopment frequently provide scientific and
technological developments of potential use
to State and local governments and private
industry. These developments should be made
accessible to those governments and industry.
There is a need to. provide means of access
and to give adequate personnel and funding
support to these means.

(Ill The Nation should give fuller recogni
tion to individuals and companies which have
made outstanding contributions to the pro
motion of technology or technological man
power for the improvement of the economic,
environmental, or social 'well·being of the
United States.

(Pub. L. 96-480. § 2. Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2311.>

SHORT TITLE

Section 1 of Pub. L96-480·provided: "That this Act
[enacting this chapter) may be cited as the 'Steven
son-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980'."

§ 3702. Purpose.

It is the purpose of this chapter 1.0 improve
the economic, environmental, and social well
being of the United States by-

(1) establishing organizations In the execu.
tive branch to study and stimulate techno}.
osv:

(2) promoting technology development
through the establishment of centers for In
dustrial technology;

(3) .stirnulating improved utilization of fed
erally funded technology developments by
State and local governments and the private
sector;

(4) providing encouragement for the devel
opment of technology through the recogni
tion-of individuals and companies which have
made outstanding contributions in technol
ogy;and

(5) encouraging the exchange of scientific
and technical personnel among academia. in
dustry, and Federal laboratories.

(Pub. L. 96-480. § 3. Oct. 21. 1980, 94 Stat. 2312.)

§ ;3703. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context
otherwise requires, the term-

(1) "Office" means the Office of Industrial
Technology established under section 3704 of
this title.

(2) "Secretary" means the Secretary of
Commerce. .

(3l "Director" means the Director of the
Office of Industrial Technology. appointed
pursuant to section 3704 of this title.

(4) "Centers" means-the Centers for Indus
trial Technology established under section
3705 or section 3707 of this title.

(S) "Nonprofit institution" means an orga
nization owned and operated exclusively for
scientific or educational purposes, no part of
the net earnings of which. inures to the bene
fit of any private shareholder or individuaL

(6l "Board" means the National Industrial
Technology Board established pursuant to
section 3709 of this title.

(7) "Federal laboratory" means any labora
tory. any federally funded research and devel
opment center, or any center established
under section 3705 or section 3707 of this title
that is owned and funded by the Federal Gov
ernment, whether operated by the Govern
ment or by a contractor.

(8) "Supporting agency" means either the
Department of Commerce or the National
Science Foundation, as appropriate.

(Pub. L. 96-480, § 4. Oct. 21. 1980, 94 Stat. 2312.)

§ 3704. Commerce and technological Innovation

(a) In general

The Secretary shall establish and maintain
an Office of Industrial Technology in accord
ance with the provisions, findings. and purposes
of this chapter.

(b) Director

The President shall appoint. by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, a Director of
the Office. who shall be compensated at the
rate provided for level V of the Executive
Schedule in section 5316 of title 5.
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(2) the development oJ the generic research
base. important Jor technological advance
and innovative activity, in which individual
firms have little incentive to invest, but which
may have significant economic or slralegic
importance. such as manufacturing techno).
ogy;

(3) the education and training of individuals
in the technological innovation process;

(4) the improvement of mechanisms for lhe
diSSemination of scientific, engineering, and
technical information among universities and
industry;

(5) the utilization of the capability and ex
pertise, where appropriate, that exists in Fed
erallaboratories: and

(6) the development of continuing finanC'ial
support from other mission agencies. from
State and local government, and from indus
try and universities through, among ether.
means, fees, licenses, and royalties.

(b) Activities

The activities of the Centers shall inclUde,
but need not be limited to-

(1) research supportive of technological and
industrial innovation including cooperative
industry-university basic and applied re
search; .

(2) assistance to individuals and small busi
nesses in the generation, evaluation, and de
velopment of technological ideas supportive
of industrial innovation and new business
ventures;

(3) technical assistance and advisory serv
ices to industry, particularly small businesses;
and

(4) curriculum development. training, and
instruction in invention, entrepreneurship.
and industrial innovation.

Each Center need not undertake all of the ac
tivities under this subsection.

(c) Requirements

Prior to establishing a Center. the Secretary
shall find that-

(1) consideration has been given to the po
tential contrtbutlon of the activities proposed
under the Center to productivity, employ
ment, and economic competitiveness of the
United States;

(2) a high likelihood exists of continuing
participation, advice, financial support, and
other contributions from the private sector;

(3) the host, university or other nonprofit
institution has a plan for the management
and evaluation of the activities proposed
within the particular Center. including:

(A) the agreement between the, parties as
to the allocation of patent rights on a non
exclusive, partially exclusive, or exclusive li
cense basis to and inventions conceived or
made under the auspices of the Center; and

(B) the consideration of means to place
the Center, to the maximum extent feasi
ble. on a self-sustaining basis;

. (4) suitable consideration has been given to
the university's or other nonprofit institu
tion's capabilities and geograuhical location:
and

TITLE IS-COMMERCE AND TRADER:n05

(c) Duties

The Secretary, through the Director. on a
continuing basis. shall-

(1) determine the relationships of techno
logical developments and international tech
nology transfers to the output, employment.
productivity, and world trade performance of
United States and foreign industrial sectors;

(2) determine the influence of economic,
labor and other conditions, industrial struc
trre and management, and government poli
cies on technological developments in particu
lar industrial sectors worldwide;

(3) identify technological needs, problems,
and opportunities Within and across industri
al sectors that, if addressed, could make a sig
nificant contribution to the economy of the
United States;

(4) assess whether the capital, technical and
other resources being allocated to domestic
industrial sectors which are likely to generate
new technologies are adequate to meet pri
vate and social demands for goods and serv
ices and to promote productivity and econom
ic growth;

(5)· propose and support studies' and policy
experiments, in cooperation with other Feder
al agencies, to determine the effectiveness of
measures with the potential of advancing
United States technological innovation;

(6) provide that cooperative efforts to stim
ulate industrial innovation be undertaken be
tween the Director and other officals in the
Department of Commerce responsible for
such areas as trade and economic assistance;

(7) consider government measures with the
potential of advancing United States techno
logical innovation and exploiting innovations
of foreign origin; and

(8) publish the results of studies and policy
experiments.

(d) Report
The Secretary shall prepare and submit to

the President and Congress, within 3 years
after October 21, 1980. a report on the progress,
findings, arid conclusions of activities conduct
ed pursuant to this section and sections 3705,
3707. 3710, 3711. and 3712 of this title and rec
ommendations for possible modifications there
of.
(Pub. L. 96-480. § 5. Oct. 21. 1980.94 Stat. 2312.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 3703. 3709 of
this title.

§ 3705. Centers for Industrial Technology

(al Establishment
The Secretary shall provide assistance for the

establishment of Centers for Industrial Tech
nology. Such Centers shall be affiliated with
any university, or other nonprofit institution,
or group thereof, that applies for and is award
ed a, grant or enters into a cooperative agree
ment under this section. The objective of the
Centers is to enhance technological innovation
t.hrough-«

(1) the participation of individuals from in
dustry and universities in cooperative techno
logical innovation activities;
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(5) consideration has been given to any ef
fects upon competition of the activities pro
posed under the Center.

(d) Planning RTanls

The Secretary is authorized to make available
nonrenet~..able planning grants to universities or
nonprofit institutions for the purpose of devel
oping a: plan required under subsection (c)(3) of
this section.
(e) Research and development utilization

(1) To promote technological innovation and
commercialization of research and development
efforts, each Center has the option of acquiring
title to any invention conceived or made under
the auspices of the Center that was supported
at least in part by Federal funds: Provided.
That-

<A) the Center reports the invention to the
supporting agency together with a Iist of each
country in which the Center elects to file a
patent application on the invention;

<B) said option shall be exercised at the
time of disclosure of invention or within such
time thereafter as may be provided in the
grant or cooperative agreement:

(C) the Center, intends to promote the com
mercialization of the, invention and file a
United States patent application;

(D) royalties be used for compensation of
the inventor or for educational or research
activities of the-Center;

(E) the Center make periodic reports to the
supporting agency, and the supporting
agency may treat information contained in
such reports as privileged and confidential
technical, commercial, and financial informa
tion and not subject to disclosures under the
Freedom of Information Act [5 U.S.C. 552];
and

(F) any Federal department or agency shall
have the royalty-free right to practice, or
have practiced on its behalf. the invention for
governmental purposes.

The supporting agency shall have the right to
acquire title to any patent on an invention in
any country in which the Center elects not to
file a patent application or fails to file within a
reasonable time.

(2) Where a Center has retained title to an in
ventton under ,paragraph (1) of this subsection
the supporting agency shall have the right to
require the Center or its licensee to grant a
nonexclusive, partially exclusive. or exclusive li
cense to a responsible applicant _or applicants,
upon terms that are reasonable under the cir
cumstances. if the supporting agency deter
mines. after public notice and opportunity for
hearing, that such action is necessary-

(A) because the Center or licensee has not
taken and is not expected to take timely and
effective action to achieve practical appliea
tion of _the invention·

(B) to meet health, safety, 'environmental,
or national security needs which are not rea
sonably satisfied by the contractor or ncens
ee; or

(C) because the granting of exclusive rights
In the invention has tended substantially to
lessen competition or to result in undue

market concentration in the United States in
any line of commerce to which the technol
ogy relates.
(3) Any individual, partnership. corporation,

association, institution. or other entity adverse
ly affected by a supporting agency determina
tion made under paragraph (2) of this subsec
tion may. at any time within 60 days after the
determination is issued, file a petition to the
United States Court of Claims which shall have
jurisdiction to determine that matter de novo
and to affirm, reverse, or modify as appropri
ate, the determination of the supportrng
agency.

(f) Additional consideration •

The supporting agency may request the At
torney General's opinion whether the proposed
joint research activities of a Center would vio
late any of the antitrust laws. The Attorney
General shall advise the supporting agency of
his determination and the reasons for it within
120 days after receipt of such request.
(Pub. L. 96-480. 16. Oct. 21. 1980. 94 Stat. 2313.)

REFERENCES IN TExT

The United States Court of Claims. referred to in
subsec. (e)(3). and the United States Court of CUstoms
and Patent Appeals were merged effective Oct. 1. 1982,
into a new United States Court of Appeals for the Fed
eral Circuit by Pub. L97-164, Apr. 2, 1982,96 Stat, 25.
which also created 8. United States Claims Court that
inherited the trial jurisdiction of the Court ofClatms.
See sections 48.171 et seq., 791 et seq., and 1491 et seq.
of Title 28,Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.

The "antitrust laws". referred to in subsec. (f). are
classified generally to chapter 1 (§ 1 et seq.) of this
title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 3703. 3704.
3707,3708,3709,3713 of this title.

§ 3706. Grants and cooperative agreements

(a) 1n general
The Secretary may make grants and enter

into cooperative agreements according to the
provisions of this section in order to assist any
activity consistent with this chapter. including
activities performed by Individuals. The total
amount of any such grant or cooperative agree
ment may not exceed 75 percent of the total
cost of the program.

Cbl Eligfbihty and procedure

Any person or Instttutlon may apply to the.
Secretary for a grant or cooperative agreement
available under this section. Application shall
be made in such form and manner, and with
such content and other submissions, as the Di
rector shall prescribe. The Secretary shall act
upon each such application within 90 days after
the date on which all required information is
received.

(c) Terms and conditions
(1) Any grant made. or cooperative agreement

entered Into. under this section shall be subject
to the limitations and provisions set forth in
paragraph (2) of this subsection. and to such
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•

agenda ,for research and policy experimenta.
tion. These departments and agencies shall in.
elude but not be limited to the Departments of
Defense. Energy, Education. Health and
Human Services. Housing and Urban Develop.
ment, the Environmental Protection Agency.
National Aeronautics and Space Administra_
tton, Small Business Administration, Council of
Economic Advisers, Council on Environmental
Quality. and Office of Science and Technology
Policy.
(b) Cooperation

It is the sense of the Congress that depart.
ments and agencies, including the Federallabo.
ratortes, whose missions are affected by, or
could contribute to. the programs established
under this chapter. should. within the limits of
budgetary authorizations and appropriations.
support or participate in activities or projects
authorized by this chapter,

(c) Administrative authorization

(1) Departments and agencies described in
subsection (b) of this section are authorized to
participate in. contribute to, and serve as reo
sources for the Centers and for any other activ
ities authorized under this chapter.

(2) The Secretary and the National ,Science
Foundation are authorized to receive moneys
and to receive other forms of assistance from
other departments or agencies.to support activ
ities of the Centers and any other activities au
thorized under this chapter.
(d) Cooperative efforts

The Secretary and the National Science
Foundation shall, on a continuing basis. provide
each other the opportunity to comment on any
proposed program of activity under section
3705.3707. or 3712 of this title before funds are
committed to such program in order to mount
complementary efforts and avoid duplication.

(Pub. L. 96-480, § 9. Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2316.)

§ 3709. National Industrial Technology Board

(a) Establishment

There shall be established a committee to be
known as the National Industrial Technology
Board.
(b) Duties

The Board shall take such steps as may be
necessary to review annually the activities of
the Office and advise the Secretary and the Di
rector with respect to-

(1) the formulation and conduct of activi
ties under section 3704 of this title;

(2) the designation and operation of Cen
ters and their programs under section 3705 of
this title including assistance in establishing
priorities; -

(3) the preparation of the report required
under section 3704(d) of this title; and

(4) such other matters as the Secretary or
Director refers to the Board, including the es~

tablishment of Centers under section 3707 of
this title. for review and advice.

The Director shall make available to the Board
such information. personnel. and administative

§ 3707. National Science Foundation Centers for In
dustrial Technology

(a) Establishment and provisions

The National Science Foundation shall pro
vide assistance for the establishment of Centers
for Industrial Technology. Such Centers shall
be affiliated with a university. or other non
profit institution. or a group thereof. The ob
jective of the Centers is to enhance technologi
cal innovation as provided in section 3705(a) of
this title through the conduct of activities as
provided in section 3705(b) of this title. The
provisions of sections 3705(e) and 3705(f) of this
title shall apply to Centers established under
this section.
(b) Planning grants

The National Science Foundation is author
ized to make available nonrenewable planning
grants to universities of nonprofit institutions
for the purpose of developing the plan, as de
scribed under section 3705(c)(3) of this title.
(c) Terms and conditions

Grants, contracts, and cooperative agree
ments entered into by the National Science
Foundation in execution of the powers and
duties of the National Science Foundation
under this chapter shall be governed by the Na
tional Science Foundation Act of 1950 [42
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.) and other pertinent Acts.

(Pub. L. 96-480. § 8, Oct. 21. 1980. 94 Stat. 2316.)

REFERENCES IN TExT

The National Science Foundation Act of 1950.re
Ierred to in subsec. (c), is act May 10, 1950, ch. 171. 64
stat. 149. as amended, which is classified generally to
chapter 16 (§ 1861 et sec.: of Title 42. The Public
Health and Welfare. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 'set out
under section 1861 of Title 42 and Tables.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 3703 .. 3704.
3708, 3709 of this title.

§ 3708. Administrative arrangements

(a.) Coordination

The Secretary and the National Science
Foundation shall, on a continuing basis, obtain
the advice and cooperation of departments and
'agencies whose missions contribute-to or areat
Iected by the programs established under this
chapter. including the development of an

other terms. conditions. and requirements as
the Secretary deems necessary or appropriate.

(2) Any person who receives or utilizes any
. proceeds of any grant made or cooperative
agreement entered Jnto under this section shall
keep such records as the Secretary shall by reg
ulation prescribe as being necessary and appro
priate to facilitate effective audit and evalua
tion, including records which fully disclose the
amount and disposition by such recipient of
such proceeds, the total cost of the program or
project in connection with which such proceeds
were used, and the amount, if any, of such costs
which was provided through other sources.
(Pub. L. 96-480. § 7. Oct. 21. 1980. 94 Stat. 2315.)
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services and assistance as it may reasonably re
Quire to carry out Its duties. The National Sol
ence Foundation shall make available to the
Board such information and assistance as it
may reasonably require to carry out its duties..
(c) Membenhip, terms, and powers

(1) The Board shall consist of 15 voting mem
bers who shall be appointed by the Secretary,
The Director shall serve as a nonvoting
member of the Board. The members of the
Board shall be individuals who, by reason of
knowledge, experience, or training are especial
ly qualified in one or more of the disciplines
and fields dealing with technology, labor, and
industrial innovation or who are affected by
technological innovation. The majority of the
members of the Board shall be individuals from
ind ustry and business.

(2) The term of office of a voting member of
the Board shall be 3 years, except that of the
original appointees, five shall be appointed for
a term of 1 Year, five shall be appointed for a
term of 2 years, and five shall be appointed for
a term of 3 years.

(3) Any individual appointed to fill a vacancy
occurring before the expiration of the term for
which his or her predecessor was appointed
shalf be appointed only for the remainder of
such term. No individual may be appointed as a
voting member after serving more than two full
terms as such a member.

(4) The Board shall select a voting member to
serve as the Chairperson and another voting
member to serve as the Vice Chairperson. The
Vice Chairperson shall perform the functions
of the Chairperson in the absence or incapacity
of the Chairperson.

(5) Voting members of the Board may receive
compensation at a daily rate for 05-18 of the
General Schedule under section 5332 of title 5,
when actually engaged in the performance .of
duties (or such Board, and may be reimbursed
for actual and reasonable expenses incurred in
the performance of such duties.
(Pub. L. 96-480, § 10, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat.
2317.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 3703 of this
title.

§ 3710. Utilization of Federal technology

(8) Policy
It is the continuing responsibility of the Fed

eral Government to ensure the full use of the
results of the Nation's Federal investment in
research and development. To this end the Fed·
eral Government shall strive where appropriate
to transfer federally owned or originated tech·
nology to State and local governments and to
the private sector.
(b I Establishment of Research and Technology Appli·

cations Offices

Each Federal laboratory shall establish an
Office of Research and technology Applica
tions. Laboratories having exlstlng organiza
tional structures which perform the functions
of this section may elect to combine the Office
of Research and Technology Applications

wtt.hin the existing organization. The staffing
and funding levels for these offices shall be de
termined between each Federal laboratory and
the Federal agency operating or directing the
laboratory, except that (1) each laboratory
having a total annual budget exceeding
$20,000.000 shall provide at least one profes
sional individual full-time as staff for its Office
of Research and Technology Applications, and
(2) after September 30, 1981. each Federal
agency which operates or directs one or more
Federal laboratories shall make, available not
less than '0.5 percent of. the agency's research
and development budget to support the tech
nology transfer function at the agency and at
its laboratories, including support of the Of-.'
fices of Research and Technology Applications.
The agency head. may waive the requirements
set forth in (1) and/or (2) of this subsection, If
the agency head waives either requirement (l)
or (2), the agency head shall submit to Con
gress at the time the President submits the
budget to Congress an explanation of the rea
sons for the waiver and alternate plans for con
ducting the technology transfer function at the
agency,

(c) Functions of Research and Technology Applica
tions Offices

It shall be the function of each Office of Re
search and Technology Applications-

(1) to prepare an application assessment of
each research and development project in
which that laboratory is engaged which has
potential for successful application in State
or local government or in private industry;

(2) to provide and disseminate information
on federally owned or originated products,
processes, and services having potential appli
cation to State and local governments and to
private industry;

(3) to cooperate with and assist the Center
for the Utilization of Federal Technology and
other organizations which link. the research
and development resources of that laboratory
and the Federal Government as a whole to
potential users in State and local government
and private industry; and ,

(4) to provide technical assistance in re
sponse to requests from State and local gov
ernment officials.

Agencies which have established organizational
'structures . outside their Federal laboratories
which have as their principal purpose the
transfer of federaUy owned or originated teen
nolosv to State and local government and to
the private sector may elect to perform the
functions of this .subsectlon in such organiza
tional structures. No Office of Research and
Technology Applications or other organlzation
al structures performing the functions of this
subsection shall substantially compete with
similar services available in the private sector.

(d) Center for the Utilization of Federal Technology

There is hereby established in the Depart,
ment of Commerce a Center for the Utilization
of Federal Technology. The Center for the Uti
lization of Federal Technology shall-
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SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 3704. 3708 of
this title.

SECTJON REYT.R.RED TO IN OTHE:R SEcrIO"1

This section is referred to In section 3704 of this
title.

CHAPTER 64-METHANE TRANSPORTATION RE·
SEARCH. DEVELOPMENT. AND DEMONSTRA·
TION

Sec.
3801. Congressional statement of findings and dec-

laration of policy.
3802. Definitions.
3803. Duties of Secretary of Energy.

. (&) Designation of management entity
for program.

§ 3712. Persunne! exchanges

The Secretary and the National Science
Foundation. jointly. shall establish a program
to foster the exchange of scientific and techni
cal personnel among academia. industry. and
Federal laboratories. Such program shall in.
elude both (1) federally supported exchanges
and (2) efforts to stimulate exchanges without
Federal funding.

(Pub. L. 96-480, 113, OcL 21, 1980. 94 Stat.
2320.)

§ 3713. Authorization of appropriations

(a) There is authorized to be appropriated to
the .Secreta.ry for purposes of carrying out sec
tion 370S of this title. not to exceed $19,000,000
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1981
$40.000,000 for fiscal year ending September 30.
1982, $SO,Ooo.OOO for the fiscal year ending Sep
tember 30, 1983, and $60,000.000 for each of the
fiscal years ending September 30, 1984. and
1985.

(b) In addition to authorizations of apprcprl
ations under subsection (a) of this section,
there is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary for purposes of carrying out the pro
visions of this chapter, not to exceed $S.OOO,OOO
for the fiscal year ending September 30. 1981,
$9,000.000 for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1982, and $14.000,000 for each of the fiscal
years ending September 30. 1983, 1984, and
1985. .

(c) Such sums as may be appropriated under
subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall
remain available until expended.

<d) To enable the National Science Founda
tion to carry out "its powers and duties under
this chapter only such sums may be appropri
ated as the Congress may authorize by law.
(Pub. L. 96-480, § 14, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat,
2320.)

.§ 3714. Spending authority

No payments shall be made or contracts shall
be entered into pursuant to this chapter except
to such extent or in such amounts as are pro
vided in advance in appropriation Acts.
(Pub, L. 96-480, § IS. OcL 21. 1980. 94 StaL
2320.)

TITLE IS-COMMERCE AND TRADE~ 3711

()) serve as a central clearinghouse for the
collection. dissemination and transfer of in
formaLion on federally. owned or originated
technologies having potential application to
State and local governments and to private
industry;

(2) coordinate the activities of the Offices
of Research and Technology Applications of
the Federal laboratories:

(3) utiUzethe expertise and services of the
National Science Foundation and the existing
Federal Laboratory Consortium for Technol
ogy Transfer: particularly in dealing with

C State and local governments;
(4) receive requests for technical assistance

from State and local governments and refer
these requests to the appropriate Federal lab
oratories:

(5) provide funding, at the discretion of the
Secretary, for Federal laboratories to provide
the assistance specified in subsection (c)(4) of
this section; and

(6) use appropriate technology transfer
mechanisms 'such as personnel exchanges and
computer-based systems.

(e) Agency reporting

Each Federal agency which operates or di
rects one or more Federal laboratories shall
prepare biennially a report summarizing the ac
tivities performed by that agency and its Feder
al laboratories pursuant to the provisions of
this section. The report shall be transmitted to
the Center for the Utilization of Federal Tech
nology by November 1 of each year in which it
is due.
(Pub. L. 96·480. § 11, Oct. 21, 1980. 94 Stat.
2318.)
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SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 3704 of this
title.

§ 3711. National Technology Medal

(a) Establishment

There is hereby established a National Tech
nology Medal. which shall be of such design
and. materials and bear such inscriptions as the
President. on the basis of recommendations
submitted by the Office of Science and Tech·
nology Policy. may prescribe.
<b) Award

The President shall periodically award the
medal. on the basis ,of recommendations re
ceived from the Secretary or on the basis of
such other information and evidence as he
deems appropriate. to individuals or companies,
which in his judgment'are deserving of special
recognition by reason of their outstanding con
tributions to the promotion of technology or
-technologiCBl manpower for the improvement
of the economic. environmental, or social well
being of the United States.
(c) Presentation

The presentation of the award shall be made
by the Pre-sident with sucrr cerernontes as he
may deem proper. .

(Pub. L. 96-480. § 12, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat.
2319.)
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.'

Sec.

3701.
3702.
3703.
3704.

3705.

3706.

3707.

3708.

3709.

3710.

. 3711.

CHAPTER 63-TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION

Findings.
Purpose.
Definitions.
Commerce and technological innovation.

(a) In general.
(b) Director.
(c) Duties.
(d) Report.

Centers for Industrial Technology'
(a) Establishment.
(b) Activities.'
(c) Requirements.
(d) Planning grants..
(e) Research and development utilization.
(I) Additional consideration.

Grants and cooperative agreements.
(a) In general.
(b) Eligibility and procedure.
(c) Terms and conditions,

National Scie.nce Foundation Centers for Industrial Technology.
(a) Establishment and provisions.
(b) Planning grants.
(c) Terms and conditions.

Administrative arrangements.
(a) Coordination.
(b) Cooperation.
(c) Administrative authorization.
(d) Cooperative efforts.

National Industrial Technology Board.
(a) Establishment.
(b) Duties.
(c) Membership, terms, and powers.

Utilization of Federal technology.
(a) Policy.
(b) Establishment of Research and Technology Applications

Offices.
(c) Functions of Research and Technology Applications

Offices. . .
(d) Center for the Utilization of Federal Technology.
(e) Agency reporting. .

National Technology Medal.
(a) Establishment.

670

Sec.

3711. National Technology Medal-Continued
(b) Award.
(c) Presentation.

3712. Personnel exchanges.
3713. Authorization of appropriations.
3714. Spending authority.

§ 3701. Findings
TheCongress.finds ..and declares that:

(1) Technology and industrial innovation are central to the econom
ic, environmental, and social well:!,eing of citizens of the United States.

(2) Technology and industrial innovation offer an improved standard
of living, increased public and private sector productivity, creation of
new industries and employment opportunities; improved public services
and enhanced competitiveness of United States products in world mar
kets.

(3) Many new discoveries and advances in science OCcur in universi
ties and Federal laboratories, while the application of this new knowl
edge to commercial and useful public purposes depends largely upon
actions by business and labor. Cooperation among academia, Federal
laboratories, labor, and industry, in such forms as technology transfer,
personnel exchange, joint research projects, and others, should be 're-
newed, expanded, and strengthened. .

(4) Small businesses have performed an important role in advancing
industrial and technological innovation.

(5) Industrial and technological innovation in the United States may
be lagging when compared to historical patterns and other industrial
ized nations.

(6) Increased industrial and technological innovation would reduce
trade deficits, stabilize the dollar, increase productivity gains, increase
employment, and stabilize prices.

(7) Government antitrust, economic, trade, patent, procurement. reg
ulatory, research and development, and tax policies have significant im
pacts upon industrial innovation and development of technology, but
there is insufficient knowledge of their effects in. particular sectors of
the economy.

(8) No comprehensive national policy exists to enhance technological
innovation for commercial and public purposes. There is a need for
such a policy, including a strong national policy supporting domestic
technology transfer and utilization of the science and technology re
sources of the Federal Government.

(9) It is in the national interest to promote the adaptation of techno
logical innovations to State and local government uses. Technological
innovations can improve services, reduce their costs, and increase pro
ductivity in State and local governments.
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(10) The Federal laboratories and other performers of federally fund
ed research and development frequently provide scientific and techno
logical developments of potential use to State and local governments
and private industry. These developments should be made accessible
to those governments and industry. There is a need to provide means
of access and to give adequate personnel and funding support to these
means.

(11) The Nation should give fuller recognition. to individuals and
companies which have made outstanding contributions to the promo
tion of technology or technological manpower for the improvement of
the economic, environmental, or social well-being of the United States.,

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 2, Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2311.)

Historical Note
Short Title. Section 1 of Pub.L. 96-480 Legislative History. For legislative history

provided: "That this Act [enacting this chap- and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
ter] may be cited as the 'Stevenson-wydler Code and Adm.News, p. 4892.
Techno~ogy Innovation Act of 1980'."

Library References
Health and Environment ce;:::::.25.5(3).
c.J.S. Health and Environment §§ 91 et seq.,

106 et seq., 129 et seq.

§ 3702. Purpose

It is the purpose of this chapter to improve the economic, environmental,
and social well-being of the United States by-

(1) establishing organizations in the executive branch to study and
stimulate technology;

(2) promoting technology development through the establishment of
centers for industrial technology;

(3) stimulating improved utilization of federally funded technology
developments by State and local governments and the private sector;

(4) providing encouragement for. the development of technology
through the recognition of individuals and companies which have made
outstanding contributions in technology; and .

(5) encouraging the exchange of scientific and technical personnel
among academia, industry, and Federal laboratories.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 3, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2312.)

Historical Note
Legislative History. For legislative history' .

and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

Library References
Health and Environment cE=J25.5(2). C.J.S. Health and Environment §§ 61 et seq.,

91 et seq., 106 et seq., 115 et seq., 125 et
seq., 133 et seq.
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§3703. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the term

(1) "Office" means the Office of Industrial Technology established
under section 3704 of this title.

(2) "Secretary" means the Secretary of Commerce.

(3) "Director" means the Director of the Office of Industrial Tech
.nology, appointed pursuant to section 3704 of this title.

(4) "Centers" means the Centers for Industrial Technology estab
lished under section 3705 or section 3707 of this title.

(5) "Nonprofit institution" means an organization owned and oper
ated exclusively for scientific or educational purposes, no part of the
net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or
individual.

(6) "Board" means the National Industrial Technology Board estab
lished pursuant to section 3709 of this title.

(7) "Federal laboratory" means any lab~ratory, any federally funded
research and development center, or any center established under sec
tion 3705 or section 3707 of this title that is owned and funded by the
Federal Government, whether operated by the Government or by a
contractor.

(8) "Supporting agency" means either the Department of Commerce
or the National Science Foundation, as appropriate.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 4, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2312.)

Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

§ 3704. Commerce and technological innovation

(a) In general.-The Secretary shall establish and maintain an Office of
Industrial Technology in accordance with the provisions, findings, and pur
poses of this chapter.

(b) Dlrector.c--ThePresident shall appoint, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, a Director of the Office, who shall be compensated at
the rate provided for level V of the Executive Schedule in section 5316 of
Title 5.

(c) Duties.-The Secretary, through the Director, on a continuing basis.
shall-

(1) determine the relationships of technological developments and. in
ternational technology transfers to the output, employment, productivi
ty, and world trade performance of United States and foreign industrial
sectors;
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(2) determine the influence of economic, labor and other conditions,
industrial structure and management, and government policies on tech
nological developments in particular industrial sectors worldwide;

(3) identify technological needs, problems, and opportunities within
and across industrial sectors that, if addressed, could make a significant
contribution to the economy of the United States;

(4) assess whether the capital, technical and other resources being
allocated to domestic industrial sectors which are likely to generate new
technologies are adequate to meet private and social demands for goods
and services and to promote productivity and economic growth;

(5) propose and support studies and policy experiments, in coopera
tion with other Federal agencies, to determine the effectiveness of mea
sur~s with the potential of advancing United States technological inno
vatron;

(6) provide that cooperative efforts to stimulate industrial innovation
be undertaken between the Director and other officials in the Depart
ment of Commerce responsible for such areas as trade and economic
assistance; .

(!J consider government n,'easures with the potential of advancing
United States technological innovation and exploiting innovations of
foreign origin; and .

(8) publish the results of studies and policy experiments.

(d) Repcrt.c--The Secretary shall prepare and submit to the President and
Congress, within 3 years after October 21, 1980, a report On the progress,
findings, and conclusions of activities conducted pursuant to this section and
sections 3705, 3707, 3710, 3711, and 3712 of this title and recommendations
for possible modifications .thereof .' .

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 5, Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2312.)'

Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480. see i980 U,S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

Library References

Health and! Environment 1$=)25.5(9).
C.J.S. Health and Environment §§ 65, 66,

103. 107, 140 et seq.

§ 3705. Centers for Industrial Technology

, (a) Establishment.-The Secretary shall provide assistance for the estab
hshment of Centers for Industrial Technology. Such Centers shall be affili
ated with any unive~sity, or other nonprofit institution, or group thereof,
that applies for and .IS awarded ~ g~ant or enters into a cooperative agree
ment under this section. The objective of the Centers is to enhance techno
logical innovation through-
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(1) the participation of individuals from industry and universities in
cooperative technological innovation activities;

(2) the development of the generic research base, important for tech
nological advance and innovative a~tivity. in whi~h ~ndividual fir~s
have little incentive to invest, but which may have significant economic
or strategic importance, such as manufacturing technology;

(3) the education and training of individuals in the technological in
novation process;

(4) the improvement of mechanisms for tile dissemi~atio~,of scientif
ic, engineering, and technical information among universities and in

dustry;
(5) the utilization of the capability and expertise, where appropriate,

that exists in Federal laboratories; and
(6) the development of continuing financial support from other mis

sion agencies, from State and local government, ~d from industry and
..universities through, among other means," fees, licenses, .and royalties,

(b) Activities.-The activities of the Centers shall include, but need not

be limited to-
(1) research supportive of technological and industrial innovation in

cluding cooperative industry-university basic and applied research;

. . (2) assistance to individuals and small businesses in the generation.
evaluation, and development of technological ideas supportive of indus
trial innovation and new business .ventures;

(3) technical assistance and advisory services to industry, particularly
,. small businesses; and

(4) curriculum development, training, and instruction in invention,
enterpreneurship, and industrial innovation.

Each Center need not undertake all of the activities under this subsection.

(c) Requirements.-Prior to establishing a Center, the Secretary shall fmd

that-
(1) consideration has been given to the potential contribution of the

activities proposed under the Center to productivity, employment, and
economic competitiveness of the United States;

(2) a high likelihood exists of continuing participation, advice, finan
cial support, and other contributions from the private sector;

(3) the host university or other nonprofit institution has a plan for
. the management and evaluation of the activities proposed within the
particular Center, including:

(A) the agreement between the parties as to the allocation of
patent rights on a nonexclusive, partially exclusive, or exclusive
license basis to and inventions conceived or made under the aus
pices of the Center; and

(B) the consideration of means to place the Center, to the maxi
mum extent feasible, on a self-sustaining basis;
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(4) suitable consideration has been given to the university's or other
nonprofit institution's capabilities and geographical location; and

•
(5) consideration has been given to any effects upon competition of

the activities proposed under the Center. .

(d)· Planning grants.-The Secretary is authorized to make available non
renewable planning grants to universities or nonprofit institutions for 'the
purpose of developing a plan required under subsection (c)(31 of this section.

(e) Research and development utilization.-(l) To promote technological
innovation and commercialization of research and development efforts, each
Center has the option of acquiring title to any invention conceived or made
under the auspices of the Center that was supported at least in part by Fed-
eral funds:' Provided, That- .

(A) the Center reports the invention to the supporting agency togeth
er with a list of each country in which the Center elects to file a patent
application on the invention; .

, . ~

(B) said option shall be exercised at the time of disclosure of inven
tion or within such time thereafter as may be provided in the grarit or
cooperative agreement;

(C) the Center intends to promote the commercialization of the .in
vention and file a United States patent application;

(D) royalties be used for compensation of the inventor or for educa
tional or research activities of the Center;

(E) the Center make periodic reports to the supporting agency, and
the supporting agency may treat information contained in such reports
as privileged and confidential technical, commercial, and financial in
formation and not subject to disclosures under the Freedom of Infor-

.. mation Act; and

(F) any Federal department or agency shall have the royalty-free
right to practice, or have practiced on its behalf, the invention for gov
ernmental purposes.

The supporting agency shall have the right to acquire title to any patent on
an invention in any country in which the Center elects not to file a patent
application or fails to file within a reasonable time. .

(2) Where a. Center has retained title to an invention under paragraph (1)
of this subsection the supporting agency shall have the right to require the
Center or itsIicensee to grant a nonexclusive, partially exclusive, or exclu
sive license to a responsible applicant or applicants, upon terms that are
reasonable under the circumstances, if the supporting agency determines,
after public notice and opportunity for hearing, that such. action is necessa
ry-

(A) b~ause the Center or licensee has not taken' and is not expected
to take timely and effective action to achieve practical application of
the invention; ,

(B) to meet health, safety, environmental, or national security needs
which are not reasonably satisfied by the contractor or licensee; or
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Historical Note

15 § 3706

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480. see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION

References in Text. The Freedom of In
formation Act, referred to in subsec. (e), is
classified to section 552 of Title S. Govern
ment Organization and Employees.

The antitrust laws, referred to in subsec.
(I). are classified generally to chapter I (sec
tion ,I et seq.) of this title.

§ 3706. .Grants and cooperative agreements

. (a) In general,-The Secretary may '!'ake gra~ts an~ en!er into coopera
tive agreements according to the provlslOn~ of th.lS sectl?~ .In order to assls:
any activity consistent with this chapter, including actrvines performed bj
individuals. The total amount of any such grant or" cooperative agreement
may not exceed 75 percent of the total cost of the program.

. (b) Eligibility and procedure.-Any person or insti!ution may apply to
the Secretary for a grant or cooperative agreement available under this sec
tion. Application shall be made in such form and manner: and wah such
content and other submissions, as the Director shall prescribe. The Secre
tary shall act upon each such application within 90 days after the date on
which all required information is received.

(c) Terms and condltions.- 4

(1) Any grant made, or cooperative agreement en~e~ed into. und~r
this section shall be subject to the limitations and prOVISIOns set forth in
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(C) because the granting of exclusive rights in the invention has
tended substantially to lessen competition or to result m undue market
concentration in the United States in any line of commerce to which

the technology relates.
(3) Any individual, partnership, corporation. association, i~stit.ution, or

other entity adversely affected by a supporting agency determination made
under paragraph (2) of this subsection may, at any time within 60 days after
the determination is issued, file a petition to .the United States Courl of
Claims which shall have jurisdiction to determme that ~att~r de novo and
to affirm, reverse, or modify as appropriate, the determination of the sup-

porting agency.
(f) Additional' consideration.-The supporting agency may requ~st the_

Attorney General's opinion whether the proposed joint research activmes 01

a Center would violate any of the antitrust laws. The Attorney General
shall advise the supporting agency of his determination and the reasons for
it within 120 days after receipt of such request.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 6, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2313.)

Library References

Health and Environment ~2S.S(9).
C.l.S. Health and Environment §§ 65. 66.

103, 101, 140., seq.
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Library References
Health and Environment ~2S.5(9).
C.J.S. Health and Environment §§ 65, 66,

103, 107, 140 et seq.

Historical Note
Legislative Hlstory. For legislative history

and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p- 4892,

Historical Note

References in Text. The National Science 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For
Foundation Act of 1950, referred to in sub- complete classification of this Act to the
sec. (c), is Act May 10. 1950. c. 171, 64 Stat. Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
149, as amended, which 'is classified generally tion 1861 of Title 42 and Tables volume.
to chapter 16 (section 1861 et seq.) of Title
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15 § 3708TECHNOLOGY INNOVATIONCh.63

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96--480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

Library References
•

Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96--480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong.and Adm.News, p, 4892.

§ 3708. Administrative arrangements

(a) Coordination.-The Secretary and the National Science Foundation
shall, on a continuing basis, obtain the advice and cooperation of depart
ments and agencies whose missions contribute to or are affected by the pro
grams established under this chapter, including the development of an agen
da for research and policy experimentation. These departments and
agencies shall include but not be limited to the Departments of Defense,
Energy, Education, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Devel
opment, the Environmental Protection Agency, National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, Small Business Admiuistration, Council of EconomiC
Advisers, Council on Environmental Quality, and Office of Science and
Technology Policy.

(b) Cooperation.-It is the sense of the Congress that departments and
:agencies, including the Federal laboratories, whose missions are affected by,
or could contribute to, the programs established under this chapter, should,
within the limits of budgetary authorizations and appropriations, support or

· participate in activities or projects authorized by this chapter.

(c) Administrative authorization.-

(1) Departments and agencies described in subsection (b) of this sec
tion are authorized to participate in, contribute to, and serve as re
sources for the Centers and for any other activities authorized under
this chapter.

(2) The Secretary and the National Science Foundation are author
ized to receive moneys and to receive other forms of assistance from
other departments or agencies to support activities of 'the Centers and
any other activities authorized under this chapter.

(d) Cooperative efforts.-The Secretary and the National Science Foun-
· dation shall, on a continuing basis, provide each other the opportunity to
comment on any proposed program of activity under section 3705, 3707, or

· 3712 of this title before funds are committed to such program in order to
mount complementary efforts and avoid duplication.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 9, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2316.)

"',> Health and Environment €=25.5(9).
C.l.S. Health and Environment §§ 65, 66,

103, 107, 140 et seq.

T. 15 U.S.C.A. §§ 1701-End. 1982-23 679
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paragraph (2) of this subsection, and to such other terms, conditions,
and requirements as the Secretary deems necessary or appropriate.

(2) Any person who receives or utilizes any proceeds of any grant
made or cooperative agreement entered into under this section shall
keep such records as the Secretary shall by regulation prescribe as being
necessary and appropriate to facilitate effective audit and evaluation,
including records which fully disclose the amount and disposition by
such recipient of such proceeds, the total cost of the program or project
in connection with which such proceeds were used, and the amount, if
any, of such costs which was provided through other sources.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 7, Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2315.)

§ 3707. National Science Foundation Centers for Industrial
Technology

(a) Establishment and provisions.-The National Science Foundation
shall provide assis·tance for the establishment of Centers for Industrial Tech
nology. Such Centers shall be affiliated with a university, or other nonprof
it institution, or a group thereof. The objective of the Centers is to enhance
technological innovation as provided in section 3705(a) of this title through
the conduct of activities as provided in section 3705(b) of this title. .The
provisions of sections 3705(e) and 3705(1) of this title shall apply to Centers
established under this section.

(b) Planning grants.-The National Science Foundation is authorized to
make available nonrenewable planning grants to universities or nonprofit in
stitutions for the purpose of developing the plan, as described under section
3705(c)(3) of this title.

(c) Terms and conditions.-Grants, contracts, and cooperative agree
ments entered into by the National Science Foundation in execution of the
powers and duties of the National Science Foundation under this chapter
shall be governed by the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 and oth-
er, pertinent Acts. .

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 8, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2316.)



Historical Note
Legislative History. For legislative history

.-'l an""d P_lLrp_o..s,e of Pub.L. 96-480. see.-.r19;!!8IQO-\U"'.S",. _
Code Congo and Adm.News, p. 3709.

5, when actually engaged in the performance of duties for such Board.
and may be reimbursed for actual and reasonable expenses Incurred In.
the performance of such duties. •

(Pub.L. 96--480, § 10, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2317.)

§ 3710. Utilization of Federal technology

(a) Policy.-It is the continuing responsibility of the Federal Goverriment
to ensure the full use of the results of the Nation's Federal investment in
research and development. To this end the Federal Government shall strive
where appropriate to transfer federally owned or originated technology to
State and local governments and to- the private sector.

(b) Establishment of Research and Technology Applications Offices.
Each Federal laboratory shall establish an Office of Research and Technolo
gy Applications. Laboratories having existing organizational structures
which perform the functions of this section may elect to combine the Office
of Research and Technology Applications within the existing organization.
The staffing and funding levels for these offices shall be determined between
each Federal laboratory and the Federal agency operating or directing the
laboratory, except that (I) each laboratory having a total annual budget ex
ceeding $20,000,000 shall provide at least one professional individual full
time as staff for its Office of Research and Technology Applications, and (2)
after September 30, 1981, each Federal agency which operates or directs one
or more Federal laboratories shall make available not less than 0.5 percent
of the agency's research and development budget to support the technology
transfer function at the agency and at its laboratories, including support of
the Offices of Research and Technology Applications. The agency head
may waive the requirements set forth in (I) and/or (2) of this subsection. If
the agency head waives either requirement (I) or (2), the agency head shall
submit to Congress at the time the President submits the budget to Congress,
an explanation of the reasons for the waiver and alternate plans for con-

, ducting the technology transfer function at the agency.

(c) Functions of Research and Technology Applications Offices.-It shall
be the function of each Office of Research and Technology Applications-

(1) to prepare an application assessment of each research and devel
opment project in which that laboratory is engaged which has potential
for successful application in State or local government or in private in
dustry;

(2) to provide and disseminate information on federally owned or
originated products, processes, and services having potential application
to State and local governments .and to private industry;
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§ 3709. National Industrial Technology Board

(a) Establisbment.-There shall be established a committee to be known
as the National Industrial Technology Board.

(b) Duties.-The Board shall take such steps as may be necessary to re
view annually the activities of the Office and advise the Secretary and the
Director with respect to---

--------I(±~the_fonnulation_and-conduct_of"ctivitiemder_secti()'jr-3704Of
this title;

(2) the designation and operation of Centers and their programs un
der section 3705 of this title including assistance in establishing priori
ties;

(3) the preparation of the report required under section 3704(d) of
this title; and '

(4) such other matters as the Secretary or Director refers to the
Board,including the establishment of Centers under section 3707 of
this title, for review and advice.

The Director shall make available to the Board such information, personnel,
and administrative services and assistance as it may reasonably require to
carry out its duties. The National Science Foundation shall make available
to the Board such information and assistance as it may reasonably require to
carry out its duties.

(c) Membership, terms, and powers.-

(1) The Board shall consist of 15 voting members who shall be ap
pointed by the Secretary. The Director shall serve as a nonvoting
member of the Board. The members of the Board 'shall be individuals
who, by reason of knowledge, experience, or training are especially
qualified in one or more of the disciplines and fields dealing with tech
'nology, labor, and industrial innovation or who are affected by techno
logical innovation. The majority of the members of the Board shall be
individuals from industry and business. ' ,

(2) The term of office of a voting member of the Board shall be 3
years, except that of the original appointees, five shall be appointed for
a term of I year, five shall be appointed for a term of 2 years" and five
shall be appointed for a term 'of 3 years.

(3) Any individual appointed to fill a vacancy occurring before the
expiration of the term for which his or her predecessor was appointed
shall be appointed only for the remainder of such term. No individual
may be appointed as a voting member after serving more than two full
terms as such a member.

(4) The Board shall select a voting member to serve as the Chairper
son and another voting member to serve as the Vice Chairperson. The
ViceChairperson shall perform the functions of the Chairperson in the
absence or incapacity of the Chairperson.

(5) Voting, members of the Board may receive compensation at a dai
ly rate, for GS-18 of the General Schedule under section 5332 of Title
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(3) to cooperate with and assist the Center for the Utilization of Fed
eral Technology and other organizations which link the research and
development resources of that laboratory and the Federal Government
as a whole to potential users in State and local government and private
industry; and

(4) to provide technical assistance in response to requests from State
and local government officials.

Agencies which have established organizational structures outside their Fed
eral laboratories which have as their principal purpose the transfer of feder
ally owned or originated technology to State and local government and to
the private sector may elect to perform the functions of this subsection' in
such organizational structures. No Office of Research and Technology AI"
plications or other organizational structures performing the functions of this
subsection shall substantially compete with similar services available in the
private sector.

(d) Center for tbe Utilization of Federal Tecbnology.-Tbere is hereby
established in the Department of Commerce a Center for the Utilization of
Federai Technology. The Center for the Utilization of Federal Technology
shall- '.

(1) serve as a central clearinghouse for the collection, dissemination
and transfer of information on federally owned or originated technolo
gies having potential application to State and local governments and to
private industry; "

(2) coordinate the activities of the Offices of Research and Technolo
gy Applications of the Federal laboratories;

(3) utilize the expertise and services of the National Science Founda
tion and the existing Federal Laboratory Consortium for Technology
Transfer; particularly in dealing with State and local governments;

(4) receive requests for technical assistance from State and local gov
, emments and refer these requests to the appropriate Federal laborato
ries;

(5) provide funding, at the discretion of the Secretary, for Federal
·Iaboratories to provide the assistance specified in subsection (c)(4) of
this section; and " . '

(6) use appropriate technology transfer mechanisms such as person
nel exchanges and computer-based systems.

(e) Agency reporting.-Each Federal agency which operates or directs
one or more Federal laboratories shall prepare biennially a report summariz
ing the activities performed by that agency and its Federal laboratories pur
suant to the provisions of this section. The report shall be transmitted to
the Center for the Utilization of Federal Technology by November I of each
year in which it is due.
(Pub.L. 96-480, § II, Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2318.)
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, Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
.Code Cong. and Adm.News. p. 4892.

§ 3711. National Technology Medal
(a) Establishment.-There is hereby established a National Tec~nolo~y

Medal, which shall be of such design and materials ~nd bear such mscnp
.-tions as the President, on the basis of recommenda~ons submitted by the

Office of Science and Technology Policy, may prescribe.

(b) Award.-The President shall periodically award the medal, on the ba
'sis of recommendations received from the Secretary 0: on the. basis of such
•other information and evidence as he deems appropnate, to tndlVld~als or
companies, which in his judgment are deserving of Special recogmUon by
reason of their outstanding contributions to the promotion o~ technology or
technological manpower for the improvement of the econonuc, environmen
tal, or social well-being of the United States.

(e) Presentation.-The presentation of the award shall be made by the
President with such ceremonies as he may deem proper.
(pub.L. 96-480, § 12, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2319.)

Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Ccng. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

§ 3712. Personnel exchanges
. The Secretary and the National Science Foundation, jointly, shall estab
lish a program to foster the exchange of scientifi~ and technical personnel
among academia, industry, and Federal laboratories. Such program shall

.include both (I) federally supported exchanges and (2) efforts to stimulate
'exchanges without Federal funding.
(Pub.L, 96-480, § 13, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2320.)

Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p- 4892.

§ 3713. Authorization of appropriations
. (a) There is authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary for purposes

of carrying out section 3705 of this title, not to exceed $19,000.000 for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 1981, $40,000,000 for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1982, $50,000,000.ror the fiscal year ending September 30.
1983, and $60,000,000 for each of the fiscal years ending September 30.
1984, and 1985.
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(b) In addition to authorizations df appropriations under subsection (a) of
this section, there is authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary for pur
poses of carrying out the provisions of this chapter, not to exceed $S,ooo,ooo
for the fiscal year ending September 3D, 1981, $9,000,000 for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1982,and $14,000,000 for each of the fiscal
ing September 30, 1983, 1984, and 1985.

(c) Such sums as may be appropriated under subsections (0), and' (bl"ol:',<j
this section shall remain available until expended.

(d) T~ enable the. National Science Foundation to carry out its powers
and duties under this chapter only such Sums may be appropriated as the
Congress may authorize by law. '

(pub.L. 96-480, § 14, Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2320.) .. '

Historical Note
Legislative History. For legislative history

and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Congo and Adm.News, p~ 4892.

§ 3714. Spending authority

No payments shall be made or contracts shall be entered into pursuant to
this chapter except to such extent or in such amounts as are provided in
advance in appropriation Acts.

(pub.L. 96-480, § ..lS, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2320.)

Historical Note
Legislative History. For legislative history

and purpose of Pub.L. 96--480, sec: 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

, CHAPTER 64-METHANE TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH,
DEVELOPMENT, AND DEMONSTRATION

Congressional statement of findings and declaration of policy. '
Definitions.
Duties of Secretary of Energy.

(a) Designation of management entity for program.
(b) Monitoring and management of program; agreements, with

other Federal departments and agencies.
(c) Assurances respecting scope of program activities.
(d)' Implementation of program; administrative procedures,

etc., applicable.
3804. .Coordination with other Federal departments and agencies; scope

.of assistance.
380S.- Research and development activities.
3806. Demonstrations.

(a) Development of data assessing current state-of-the-art.
(b) Guidelines; promulgation, criteria, scope, etc.
(c) Fiscal year limitations. .
(d) Duration; recordkeeping requirements.
(e) Selection of proposed demonstrations; discretionary and

',': mandatory criteria.
3807. Use of methane-fueled vehicles by Federal agencies and depart-

ments.
3808. Reports to Congress.
3809; Authorization of appropriations; required funding.
3810. Relationship to other laws.

Congressional statement of findings and declaration of

policy

'(1I) The Congress finds and declares that-

(1) gasoline and diesel fuel for vehicular use are in short supply and
, a sizable portion of domestic petroleum consumption;

(2) methane use in fleet-operated vehicles would result in substantial
reduction in' oil imports;

, (3) methane is in more abundant domestic supply than petroleum
products, is the primary component of natural gas and can be derived
in increased quantities from coal, biomass, waste products, and other
renewable resources;

(4) recoverable methane presently available in the United States is
not fully utilized;

(5) test results to date indicate that methane use as a substitute for
gasoline as a motor fuel can result in emission reductions;



§ 3701. Findings
The Congress finds and declares that:

(1) Technology and industrial innovation are central to the econom
ic, environmental, and social well-being of citizens of the United States.

(2) Technology and industrial innovation offer.an improved standar
of living, increased public and private sector productivity, creation of
new industries and employment opportunities. improved public services
and enhanced competitiveness of United S,tates prod!JCts in world mar
kets. .

(3) Many new discoveries and advances in science occur in univer<·
ties and Federal laboratories, while the application of this n--. ; . -vl
edge to commercial and useful public pU'1lP"llS depends lar, '.' '0/""
actions by business and labor. Cooperation among academia. Fed",
laboratories, labor, and industry, in such forms as technology trans:
personnel exchange, joint research projects, and others, should be re-
newed, expanded, and strengthened. .

(4) Small businesses have performed an important role in advancing
industrial and technological innovation.

(5) Industrial and technological innovation in the United States may
be lagging when compared to historical patterns and other industrial
ized nations.

(6) Increased industrial and technological innovation would reduce
trade deficits, stabilize the dollar, increase productivity gains, increase
employment, and stabilize prices.

(7) Government antitrust, economic, trade, patent, procurement, reg
ulatory, research and development, and tax policies have significant im
pacts upon industrial innovation and development of technology, but
there is insufficient knowledge of their effects in particular sectors of
the economy.

(8) No comprehensive national policy exists to enhance technological
innovation for commercial and public purposes. There is a need for
such a policy, including a strong national policy supporting domestic
technology transfer and utilization of the science and technology re
sources of the Federal Government.

(9) It is in the national interest to promote the adaptation of techno
logical innovations to State anti local government uses. Technological
innovations can improve services, reduce their costs, and increase pro
ductivity in State and local governments.

671

TECHNOLOGi INNOVATiON

3701.
3702.
3703.
3704.

3705.

3707.

3708.

3709.

3710.

3711.

q1APTER 63-TECHN()LOGY INNOVATION

F,~dings.

}'!lqmse.
~;e_nnitions.

;;"\;mmerce and technological innovation.
(;I) In general.
(I!) Director.
(~) Dunes.
(~) Report.

Cnlc". ~,), IndustTial Technology.
. . FstabliOIlunent.
'.' Acti~j:ie•.

Ul ...snents.
..lIng grants.

Kesearch and development utilization.
, . i Additional consideration.

Grants and cooperative agreements.
(a) In general.
(b) Eligibility and procedure.
(c) Terms and conditions.

National Scie.nce Foundation Centers for Industrial Technology.
(a) Estabhshment and provisions.
(b) Planning grants.
(c) Terms and conditions.

Administrative arrangements.
(a) Coordination.
(b) Cooperation.
(c) Administrative authorization.
(d) Cooperative efforts.

National Industrial Technology Board.
(a) Establishment.
(b) Duties.
(c) Membership, terms, and powers.

Utilization of Federal technology.
(a) Policy.

(b) Establishment of Research and Technology Applications
Offices.

(c) Functions of Research and Technology Applications
Offices.

(d) Center for the Utilization of Federal Technology.
(e) Agency reporting.

National Technology Medal.
(a) Establishment.

670

';:.,.63

Sec.

3711. National Technology Medal-Continued
(b) Award.
(c). Presentation.

3712. Personnel exchanges.
3713. Authorization of appropriations.
3714. Spending authority.

15 § 3701



.i~SvJU ... Cb.6J l..-.IJ. 0., l.c.L..J.l.V .....vu ...... , ,,'v ti'" ..............

Definitions
;' " "

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the term-

(1) "Office" means the Office of Industrial Technology established
undersection 3704 of this title.

Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Congo and Adm.News, p. 4892.

§ 3704. Commerce and technological innovation

(a) In genera\.-The Secretary shall establish and maintain an Office of
Industrial Technology in accordance with the provisions, findings, and pur
poses of this chapter.

(b) Directorv-«The President shall appoint, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, a Director of the Office, who shall be compensated at
the rate provided for level V of the Executive Schedule in section 5316 of
Title 5.

(c) Duties.-The Secretary, through the Director, on a continuing basis,
shall-

(2) "Secretary" means the Secretary of Commerce.

(3) "Director" means the Director of the Office of Industrial Tech
nology, appointed pursuant to section 3704 of this title.

(4) "Centers" means the Centers for Industrial Technology estab
lished under section 3705 or section 3707 of this title.

(5) "Nonprofit institution" means an organization owned and oper
ated exclusively for scientific or educational purposes, no part of the
net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any Jlrivate shareholder or
individual. l I i iii

(6) "Board" means the National Industrial Technology Boardestab-
lished pursuant to section 3709 of this title. .

(7) "Federal laboratory" means any laboratory, any federally funded
research and development center, or any center established' under sec
tion 3705 or section 3707 of this title that is owned and funded by the
Federal Government, whether operated by the Government or by a
contractor.

(8) "Supporting agency" means either the Department of Commerce
or the National Science Foundation, as appropriate.

(pub.L. 96-480, § 4, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2312.)

§ 3703.

§ 3702. Purpose

It is the purpose of this chapter to improve the economic, environmental,
and social well-being of the United States by-

(1) establishing organizations in the executive branch to study and
stimulate technology;

(2) promoting technology development through the establishment of
centers for industrial technology;

(3) stimulating improved utilization of federally funded technology
developments by State and local governments and the private 'sector;

(4) providing encouragement for the development of. technology
through the recognition of individuals and companies which have made
outstanding contributions in technology; and

(5) encouraging the exchange of scientific and technical personnel
among academia, industry, and Federal laboratories.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 3, Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2312.)

Historical Note
Legislative History, For legislative history

and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Congo and Adrn.News, p. 4892.

(10) The Federal laboratories and other performers of federally fund
ed research and development frequently provide scientific and techno
logical developments of potential use to State and local governments
and private industry. These developments should be made accessible
to those governments and industry. There is a need to provide means
of access and to give adequate personnel and funding support to these
means.

(11) The Nation should give fuller recognition to individuals and
companies which have made outstanding contributions to the promo
tion of technology or technological manpower for the improvement of
the economic, environmental, or social well-being of the United States.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 2, Oct. 21, 198q, 94 Stat. 231I.)
:,'

,-Historical Note
Short Title. Section 1 of Pub.L. 96-480 Legislative History. For legislative history

provided: "That this Act [enacting this chap- and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
ter] may be cited as the 'Stevenson-Wydler Code and Adm.News, p. 4892.
TechTlO.logy Innovation Act of 1980':'

Library References
-Health and Environment ct=25.5(3).
C.l.S. Health and Environment §§ 91 et seq.,

106 et seq., 129 et seq.

Library References
Health and Environment ~25.5(2}. C.l.S. Health and Environment §§ 61 et seq.,

91 et seq., 106 et seq., 115 et seq., 125et
seq., 133 et seq.

(1) determine the relationships of technological developments and in
ternational technology transfers to the output, employment, productivi
ty, and world trade performance of United States and foreign industrial
sectors;
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(2) determine the influence of economic, labor and other conditions,
industrial structure and management, and government policies on tech
nological developments in particular industrial sectors worldwide;

(3) identify technological needs, problems, and opportunities within
and across industrial sectors that, if addressed, could make a significant
contribution to the economy of the United States;

(4) assess whether the capital, technical and other resources being
allocated to domestic industrial sectors which are likely to generate new
technologies are adequate to meet private and social demands for goods
and services and to promote productivity and economic growth;

(5) propose and support studies and policy experiments, in coopera
tion with other Federal agencies, to determine the effectiveness of mea
sures with the potential of.advancing United States technological inno
vation;

(6) provide that cooperative efforts to stimulate industrial innovation
be undertaken between the Director and other officials in the Depart
ment of Commerce responsible for such areas as trade and economic
assistance;

(7) consider government measures with the potential of advancing
United States technological innovation and exploiting innovations of

. foreign origin; and

(8) publish the results of studies and policy experiments.

(d) Reporl.-The Secretary shall prepare and submit to the President and
Congress, within 3 years after October 21, 1980, a report on the progress,
findings, and conclusions of activities conducted pursuant to this section and
sections 3705, 3707, 3710, 3711, and 3712 of this title and recommendations
for possible modifications thereof.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 5, Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2312.)

Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S;
Code Congo and Adm.News. p. 4892.

Library References

Health and Environment ~25.5(9).

c.J.S. Health and Environment §§ 65, 66.
103. 107, 140 et seq.

§ 3705. Centers for Industrial Technology

(a) Establishmenl.-The Secretary shall provide assistance for the estab
lishment of Centers for Industrial Technology. Such Centers shall be affili
ated with any university, or other nonprofit institution, or group thereof,
that applies for and is awarded a grant or enters into a cooperative agree
ment under this section. The objective of the Centers is to enhance techno
logical innovation through-
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(1) the participation of individuals from industry and universities in
cooperative technological innovation activities;

(2) the development of the generic research base, important for tech
nological advance' and innovative activity, in which individual firms
have little incentive to invest, but which may have significant economic
or strategic importance, such as manufacturing technology;

(3) the education and training of individuals in the technological in
novation process;

(4) the improvement of mechanisms for the dissemination of scientif
ic, engineering, and technical information among universities and in
dustry;

(5) the utilization of the capability and expertise, where appropriate,
that exists in Federal laboratories; and

(6) the development of continuing financial support from other .mis
sion agencies, from State and local government,and from indu'~tiY·.and
universities through, among other means, fees, licenses, and-royalties.

(b) Activities.-The activities of the Centers shall include, but need not
be limited to-

(1) research supportive of technological and industrial innovation in
eluding cooperative industry-university basic and applied research;

(2) assistance to individuals and small businesses in the generation,
evaluation, and development of technological ideas supportive of indus
trial innovation and new business ventures;

(3) technical assistance and advisory services to industry, particularly
small businesses; and

(4) curriculum development, training, and instruction in invention,
enterpreneurship, and industrial innovation.

Each Center need not undertake all of the activities under this subsection.

(c) Requirements.-Prior to establishing a Center, the Secretary shall find
that-

(1) consideration has been given to the potential contribution of the
activities proposed under the Center to productivity, employment, and
economic competitiveness of the United States;

(2) a high likelihood exists of continuing participation, advice, finan
cial support, and other contributions from the private sector;

(3) the host university or other nonprofit institution has a plan for
the management and evaluation of the activities proposed within the
particular Center, including:

(A) the agreement between the parties as to the allocation of
patent rights on a nonexclusive, partially exclusive, or exclusive
license basis to and inventions conceived or made under the aus
pices of the Center; and

(B) the consideration of means to place the Center, to the maxi
mum extent feasible, on a self-sustaining basis;
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Library References

Health and Environment ~2S.S(9).
C.l.S. Health and Environment §§ 6S, 66,

103. 107, 140 et seq.

§ 3706. Grants and cooperative agreements

(a) In general.-The Secretary may make grants and enter into coopera
tive agreements according to the provisions of this section in order to assist
any activity consistent with this chapter, including activities performed by
individuals. The total amount of any such grant or cooperative agreement
may not exceed 75 percent of the total cost of the program.

(b) Eligihility and procedure.-Any person or institution may apply to
the Secretary for a grant or cooperative agreement available under this sec
tion. Application shall be made in such form and manner, and with such
content and other submissions, as the Director shall prescribe. The Secre
tary shall act upon each such application within 90 days after the date on
which all required information is received.

(c) Terms and conditions.-

(l) Any grant made, or cooperative agreement entered into, under
this section shall be subject to the limitations and provisions set forth in
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(C) because the granting of exclusive rights in the invention has
tended substantially to lessen competition or to result in undue market
concentration in the United States in any line of commerce to which
the technology relates,

(3) Any individual, partnership, corporation, association, institution, or
other entity adversely affected by a supporting agency determination made
under paragraph (2) of this subsection may, at any time within 60 days after
the determination is issued, file a petition to the United States Court of
Claims which shall have jurisdiction to determine that matter de novo and
to affirm, reverse, or modify as appropriate, the determination of the sup
porting agency.

(f) Additional consideration.-The supporting agency may request the
Attorney General's opinion whether the proposed joint research activities of
a Center would violate any of the antitrust laws. The Attorney General
shall advise the supporting agency of his determination and the reasons for
it within 120 days after receipt of such request, " ..

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 6, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2313.)

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Congo and Adm.News, p. 4892.

References In Text. The Freedom of In
formation Act, referred to in subsec. (e), is
classified to section SS2 of Title S, Govern
ment Organization and Employees.

The antitrust laws, referred to in subsec.
(f), are classified generally to chapter I (sec
tion J et seq.) of this title.

(4) suitable consideration has been given to the university's or other
nonprofit institution's capabilities and geographical location; and•

(5) consideration has been given to any effects upon competition of
the activities proposed under the Center.

(d) Planning grants.-The Secretary is authorized to make available non
renewable planning grants to universities or nonprofit institutio~s for .the
purpose of developing a plan required under subsection (c)(3} of this section.

(e) Research and development utilization,-ll) To promote technological
innovation and commercialization of research and development efforts, each
Center has the option of acquiring title to any invention conceived or made
under the auspices of the Center that was supported at least in part by Fed
eral funds: Provided, That-,:

:{ .
(A) the Center reports the invention to the supporting agency togeth

er with a list of each country in which the Center elects to file a patent
application on the invention; 'il'

(B) said option shall be exercised at the time of disclosure of inven
tion or within such time thereafter as may be provided in the grant or
cooperative agreement;

(C) the Center intends to promote the commercialization of the in
vention and file a United States patent application;

(D) royalties be used for compensation of the inventor or for educa
tional or research activities of the Center;

(E) the Center make periodic reports to the supporting agency, and
the supporting agency may treat information contained in such repo~s

as privileged and confidential technical, commercial, and financial Ill

formation and not subject to disclosures under the Freedom of Infor
mation Act; and

(F) any Federal department or agency shall have the royalty-free
right to practice, or have practiced on its behalf, the invention for gov
ernmental purposes.

The supporting agency shall have the right to acquire title to any patent on
an invention in any country in which the Center elects not to file. a patent
application or fails to file within a reasonable time.

(2) Where a Center has retained title to an invention under paragraph (I)
of this subsection the supporting agency shall have the right to require the
Center or its licensee to grant a nonexclusive, partially exclusive, or exclu
sive license to a responsible applicant or applicants, upon terms that are
reasonable under the circumstances, if the supporting agency determines,
after public notice and opportunity for hearing, that such action is necessa
ry-

(A) because the Center or licensee has not taken and is not expected
to take timely and effective action to achieve practical application of
the invention;

(8) to meet health, safety, environmental, or national security needs
which are not reasonably satisfied by the contractor or licensee; or
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paragraph (2) of this subsection, and to such other terms, conditions,
and requirements as the Secretary deems necessary or appropriate.

(2) Any person Who receives or utilizes any proceeds of any grant
made or cooperative agreement entered into under this section shall
keep such records as the Secretary shall by regulation prescribe as being
necessary and appropriate to facilitate effective audit and evaluation,
including records which fully disclose the amount and disposition by
such recipient of such proceeds, the total cost of the program or project
in-connection with which such proceeds were used, and the amount, if .
any, of such costs which was provided through other sources.

(Pub.L. 96-480. § 7, Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2315.)

! Historical Note
Legislative History. For legislative history

and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Congo and Adm.News, p. 4892.

Library References
Health and Environment ~2S.S(9).
C.l.S. -Health and Environment §§ 65, 66,

103. 107, 140 et seq.

§ 3707. National Science Foundation Centers for Industrial
Technology

(a) Establishment and provisions.-The National, Science Foundation
shall provide assistance for the establishment of Centers for Industrial Tech
nology. Such Centers shall be affiliated with a university, or other nonprof
it institution, or a group thereof. The objective of the Centers is to enhance
technological innovation as provided in section 3705(a) of this title through
the conduct of activities as provided in section 3705(b) of this title. The
provisions of sections 3705(e) and 3705(1) of this title shall apply to Centers
established under this section.

(h) Planning grants.-The National Science Foundation is authorized to
make available nonrenewable planning grants to universities or nonprofit in
stitutions for the purpose of developing the plan, as described under section
3705(c)(3) of this title.

(c) Terms and conditions.-Grants, contracts, and cooperative agree
ments entered into by the National Science Foundation in execution of the
powers and duties of the National Science Foundation under this chapter
shall be governed by the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 and oth
er pertinent Acts.
(Pub.L. 96-480. § 8, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2316.)

Historical Note
References in Text. The National Science 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For

Foundation Act of 1950, referred to in sub- complete classification of this Act to the
sec. (c), is Act May 10, 1950, e. 171,64 Stat. Code- see Short Title note set out under sec-
149, as amended, which is classified generally non 1861 of Title 42 and Tables volume.
to chapter 16 (section 1861 er seq.) of Title
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Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 9~80;'see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

t '

§ 3708. Administrative arrangements

(a) Coordination.-The Secretary and the National Science Foundation
shall, on a continuing basis, obtain the advice and cooperation of depart
ments and agencies whose missions contribute to or are affected by the pro
grams established under this chapter, including the development of an agen
da for research and policy experimentation. These departments and
agencies shall include but not be limited t? the Dep.artments of Defense,
Energy, Education, Health and Human Services, Housmg and Urban. Devel
opment, the Environmental Protection Agency, National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, Small Business Admi~istratioll\ Council of ~nomic
Advisers, Council on Environmental Quality, and Office of Soieace and
Technology Policy. .

(h) Cooperation.-It is the sense of the Congress that departments and
agencies, including the Federal laboratories, whose missions are affected by,
or could contribute to, the programs established under this chapter, should,
within the limits of budgetary authorizations and appropriations, support or
participate in activities or projects authorized by this chapter.

(c) Administrative authorization.-

(1) Departments and agencies described in subsection (b) of this sec
tion are authorized to participate in, contribute to, and serve as re
sources for the Centers and for any other activities authorized under
this chapter.

(2) The Secretary and the National Science Foundation are author
ized to receive moneys and to receive other forms of assistance from
other departments or agencies to support activities of the Centers and
any other activities authorized under this chapter.

(d) Cooperative efforts.-The Secretary and the National Science Foun
dation shall, on a continuing basis, provide each other the opportunity to
comment on any proposed program of activity under section 3705, 3707, or
3712 of this title before funds are committed to such program in order to
mount complementary efforts and avoid duplication.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 9, Oct. 21, 1980. 94 Stat. 2316.)

Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Congo and Adm.News, p. 4892.

Library References

Health and Environment ~25.5(9).

C.J.S. Health and Environment §§ 65, 66,
103. 107, 140 et seq.
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Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 3709.

5, when actually engaged in the performance of duties for such Board,
and may be reimbursed for actual and reasonable expenses incurred in
the performance of such duties.

(Pub.L. 9&-4~O, § .I0,.<;Icl. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2317.)

§ 3710. Utilization of Federal technology

(a) Policy.-It is the continuing responsibility of lhe Federal Government
to ensure the full use of the results of the Nation's Federal investment in
research and development. To this end the Federal Government shall strive
where appropriate to transfer federally owned or originated technology to
State and local governments and to the private sector.

(b) Establishment of Research and Technology Applications Offices.-
. Each Federal laboratory shall establish an Office of Research and Technolo

gy Applications. Laboratories having existing organizational structures
which perform the functions of this section may elect to combine the Office
of Research and Technology Applications within the existing organization.
The staffing and funding levels for these offices shall be determined between
each Federal laboratory and the Federal agency operating or directing the
laboratory, except that (I) each laboratory having a total annual budget ex
ceeding $20,000,000 shall provide at least one professional individual full
time as staff for its Office of Research and Technology Applications, and (2)
after September 30, 1981, each Federal agency which operates or directs one
or more Federal laboratories shall make available not less than 0.5 percent
of the agency's research and development budget to support the technology
transfer function at the agency and at its laboratories, including support of
the Offices of Research and Technology Applications. The agency head
may waive the requirements set forth in (I) and/or (2) of this subsection. If
the agency head waives either requirement (I) or (2), the agency head shall
submit to Congress at the time the President submits the budget to Congress
an explanation of the reasons for the waiver and alternate plans for con
ducting the technology transfer function at the agency.

(c) Functions of Research and Technology Applications Offices.-It shall
be the function of each Office of Research and Technology Applications-

(1) to prepare an application assessment of each research and devel
opment project in which that laboratory is engaged which has potential
for successful application in State or local government or in private in
dustry;

(2) to provide and disseminate information on federally owned or
originated products, procf.'Sses, and services having potential, application
to State and local governments and to private industry;
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Historical Note

Library References
c.J.S. United Stales §§ 34, 62.

,.

United States €==t29.

§ 3709. National Industrial Technology Board

(a) Establishment.-There shall be established a committee to be known
as the National Industrial Technology Board.

(b) Duties.-The Board shall take such steps as may be necessary to re
view annually the activities of the Office and advise the Secretary and the
Director with respect to--

(1) the formulation and conduct of activities under section 3704 of
this title;

(2) the designation and operation of Centers and their programs un
der section 3705 of this title including assistance in establishing priori
ties;

(3) the preparation of the report required under section 3704(d) of
this title; and

(4) such other matters as the Secretary or Director refers to the
Board, including the establishment of Centers under section 3707 of
this title, for review and advice.

The Director shall make available to the Board such information, personnel,
and administrative services and assistance as it may reasonably require to
carry out its duties. The National Science Foundation shall make available
to the Board such information and assistance as it may reasonably require to
carry out its duties.

(c) Membership, terms, and powers.-

(1) The Board shall consist of 15 voting members who shall be ap
pointed by the Secretary. The Director shall serve as a nonvoting
member of the Board. The members of the Board shall be individuals.
who, by reason of knowledge, experience, or training ~re e~pecially
qualified in one or more of the disciplines and fields dealing WIth tech
nology, labor, and industrial innovation or who are affected by techno
logical innovation. The majority of the members of the Board shall be
individuals from industry and business.

(2) The term of office of a voting member of the Board shall be 3
years, except that of the original a~pointees, five shall be appointed for
a term of I year, five shall be appointed for a term of 2 years, and five
shall be appointed for a term of 3 years.

(3) Any individual appointed to fill a vacancy occurring before the
expiration of the term for which his or her predecessor was appointed
shall be appointed only for the remainder of such term. No individual
may be appointed as a voting member after serving more than two full
terms as such a member.

(4) The Board shall select a voting member to serve as the Chairper
son and another voting member to serve as the Vice Chairperson. The
Vice Chairperson shall perform the functions of the Chairperson in the
absence or Incapacity of the Chairperson.

(5) Voting members of the Board may receive compensation at a dai
rate for GS-18 of the General Schedule under section 5332 of Title
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Legislative History. For legislative history
and purposebf Pub.L. 96-480. see 1980 U.S.

, Code Con~. and Adm.News, p. 4892.
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Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code ~ong. and Adm.News, p. 4892.

Historical Note.,.'

§ 3713. Authorization of appropriations

(a) There is authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary for purposes
of carrying out section 3705 of this title, not to exceed $19,000,000 for the
fiscal year ending September 3D, 1981. $40,000,000 for the fiscal year endmg
September 3D, 1982, $50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 3D,
1983, and $60.000,000 for each of the fiscal years ending September 3D,
1984, and 1985.

§ 3712. Personnel exchanges

The Secretary and the National Science Foundation, jointly, shall estab
lish a program to foster the exchange of scientific and technical personnel
among academia, industry, and Federal laboratories. Such progra~ shall
include both (I) federally supported exchanges and (2) efforts to stimulate
exchanges without Federal funding.
(Pub.L. 96-480, § 13, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stal. 2320.)

§ 3711. National Technology Medal

(a) ~tablishment.-There is hereby established a National Technology
Medal which shall be of such design and materials and bear such mscnp
tions as the President. on the basis of recommendations submitted by the
Office of Science and Technology Policy, may prescribe.

(b) Award.-The President shall periodically award the medal. on the ba
sis of recommendations received from the Secretary or on the basis of such
other information and evidence as he deems appropriate, to individuals or
companies, which in his judgment are deserving of special recognition by
reason of their outstanding contributions to the promotion of technology or
technological manpower for the improvement of the economic, environmen
tal. or social well-being of the United States.

(c) Presentation.-The presentation of the award shall be made by the .
President with such ceremonies as he may deem proper.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 12. Oct. 21, 1980,94 Stat. 2319.)

682

(3) to cooperate with and assist the Center for the Utilization of Fed
eral Technology and other organizations which link the research and
development resources of that laboratory and the Federal Governmeut
as a whole to potential users in State and local government and private
industry; and

(4) to provide technical assistance in response to requests from State
and local government officials.

Agencies which have established organizational structures outside their Fed
eral laboratories which have as their principal purpose the transfer of feder
ally owned or originated technology to State and local government and to
the private sector may elect to perform the functions of this subsection in
such organizational structures. No Office of Research and Technology Ap
plications or other organizational structures performing the functions of this
subsection shall substantially! compete with similar services available in the
private sector.

(d) Center for the Utilization of Federal Technology.-There is hereby
established in the Department of Commerce a Center for the Utilization of
Federal Technology. The center for the Utilization of Federal Technology
shall- .

(1) serve as a central clearinghouse for the collection, dissemination
and transfer of information on federally owned or originated technolo
gies having potential application to State and local governments and to
private industry;

(2) coordinate the activities of the Offices of Research and Technolo
gy Applications of the Federal laboratories;

(3) utilize the expertise and services of the National Science Founda
tion and the existing Federal Laboratory Consortium for Technology
Transfer; particularly in dealing with State and local governments;

(4) receive requests for technical assistance from State and local gov
ernments and refer these requests to the appropriate Federal laborato
ries;

(5) provide funding, at the discretion of the Secretary, for Federal
laboratories to provide the assistance specified in subsection (c)(4) of
this section; and

(6) use appropriate technology transfer mechanisms such as person
nel exchanges and computer-based systems.

(e) Agency reporting.-Each Federal agency which operates or directs
one or more Federal laboratories shall prepare biennially a report summariz
ing the activities performed by that agency and its Federal laboratories pur
suant to the provisions of this section. The report shall be transmitted to
the Center for the Utilization of Federal Technology by November I of each
year in which it is due.

(Pub.L. 96-480. § II. Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2318.)
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CHAPTER d-:-METHANE TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH,
DEVELOP,MENT, AND DEMONSTRATION

(b) In addition to authorizations of appropriations under subsection (a) of
this section, there is authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary for pur
poses of carrying out the provisions of this chapter, not to exceed $5,000,000
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1981, $9,000,000 for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1982, and $14,000,000 for each of the fiscal years end
ing September 30, 1983, 1984, aud 1985.

(c) Such sums as may be appropriated under subsections (a) and (b) of
this section shall remain available until expended.

(d) To enable the National Science Foundation to carry out its powers
and duties under this chapter only-such sums may be appropriated as the
Congress may authorize by law.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 14, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2320.),
Historical Note

Legislative History. For legislative history
and purpose of Pub.L. 96-480, see 1980 U.S.
Code Congo and Adm.News, p. 4892.

§ 3714. Spending authority
No payments shall be made or contracts shall be entered into pursuant to

this chapter except to such extent or in such amounts as are provided in
advance in appropriation Acts.

(Pub.L. 96-480, § 15, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2320.)

Historical Note
Legislative History. For legislative history

and purpose of Pub.L, 96-480. see 1980 U.S.
Code Congo and Adm.News, p. 4892.
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§ 3801. Congressional statement of findings and declaration of
policy

(a) The Congress finds and declares that-

(1) gasoline and diesel fuel for vehicular use are in short supply and
constitute a sizable portion of domestic petroleum consumption;

(2) methane use in fleet-operated vehicles would result in substantial
reduction in oil imports;

(3) methane is in more abundant domestic supply than petroleum
products, is the primary component of natural gas and can be derived
in increased quantities from coal, biomass, waste products, and other
renewable resources;

(4) recoverable methane presently available in the United States is
not fully utilized; •

(5) test results to date indicate that methane use as a substitute for
gasoline as .~ motor fuel can result in emission reductions;
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