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TO:
FRCM:
TOPIC:

Senator
Brenda
HEW patent bill - press conference, etc.

The backup material for a press conference will be ready today for Richls review
and corrnnents . .. I

I
We are trying to line up scientists with specific credentials and criteria who
might be able to attend a press conference chaired by you and Senator Bayh,

- 1. .: . t

I had a telephoneconversation with Barry on Wednesday. night .. He is at your disposal
and more than willing .to help set up the news conference. We should not Ihesitate to
call on him - he is ready to come to Washington 'When needed. I plan to ¢all him today
for more details and precise dates. ' !

g
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Strongly suggest that we pursue the matter of interviews, switching perhaps to WETA,
since ABC has not come through with a story. If pub'lfcrtelevi.siondoes not attract
the large audiences thatcorrnnercialtelevision does, it has the kind of!audiences who
would be interested and involved in the non-populist issue we are deal~g with. In
addition, WETA might understand the issue better than the ABC people, dol HEW's memo
solves no problem and the thought that you can engage in the economic anal.ys i.s of an
idea is ludicrous. and tantamount, to killing both ideas and techno.logy, l '
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The Association of American Medical Colleges .is mounting .a large campargnof support
for your b~ll.Theyaregoingout to ithei.r entiremail~glistJi across qour;try and
have orgamzed telephone .cal.Ls and personal contactswi.th .members . Wecqntmue to
receive ~upportive mail;and interest. has, been shown in the form' of requ~sts for copies
of the b111.· 'I

i
Norm, as. you knoW) nothing was ever done about contacting WETA r-, barel~ known in
tni';?' o~£i~ce '" audrences- ts' what we were after, not the issue. !

t
. ~ ' " ," _ " t
The rre9's, confer~n~e that finally ~ook'placewas, a~cording ~o B<;trry, alsuccess
because, as lie 'l':):g!itlY' understood rt , 1t gave a podium to sctenti.sts etc, Dole
-remembers i't, and saw it at the time, as a disaster according to Rich, fuecause
;l;ew:- press J?e0ple wer~ there , ~he issue did ~ot, ¥et front page of the po~.t of th'e
New' Yerk Times- and li:):s name did not appear In brg letters. I
A$' de Toquevi.Ll.e understood it, politicians are a special breed, e.lected officials
would not get elected if they were not egomaniacs above all else. I '
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