
Dr. Richard Cunningham
Roolll 207 Old Mdin Building
The Pennsylvania State University
Un i vcrsi ty Park. Pennsyl van ia 16802
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BOB OOI-E
United States Senate

I\ugus t 14, 1978

Sincerely YOUrs.
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I SllOUld 1ike to appr i se you of my activities in th~ area Of patent I .
legislation and its relationship tp the probl ems of triln~fer of technologY;•.. .. ..' . !

IJhile federal patent pol icy transcends all agencies of government, the !
present emphas is is in the area of biomedical research programs at HEW. I
As you lJIay know, I deli vered a s tatement 1ast week on the Senat.e flopr, I'
describing the unfortunate s l tuat ion in HEW's biomedical technology progra.:m•

." "

This past week.I have raised these issues in the context of proposel! !
legislation, The amendment I introduced to Senator. KenneQyI~ Health Resea!rch
llill represents a pos i t ive step in ameliorating the part tcul ar situation iln
IIElJ. I plan to fo 11 ovl up the amendment by i ntroduci ng, on Septenber 13th.\
along with Senator Bayh. a bill which would establish a g.overnment..wide I
patent pol icy. Should you be interested in receiving a rough draft of thi!s
bill, please contact Brenda Levenson, on m.vstaff, for il COpy· i

i

Patent issues inay appear to be only a small factor in establishin9 product~ve
collaborations between the government and the private secta», In filct, I
patents are crucial in establishing working relatipnships between governmert
supported scientists and the private sector. Passage of the Dple-Bayh bil~

provides an oppor-tun t ty to make a symbol tc statement of purpOse ~hat goverpment
and the private sector intend towork as partners in solving tDe many probj ems
confronting our society. . I

1
r SOlicit your support and ildvice in these matters. I
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Dear pro Cunningham:
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