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Degar Bmr, Stetler:

Thank you for your letter concernlng thls Department's
patent policlies. I sgree that our review of petitions for
walver of prinecipal invention rights should be completed in
2 tlmely manner, 1 &m pleased ta inform you that ths '
hacklog that hed built up a2s a result of the tighter
Lepartmental review procaduras has been eliminated,

In addition to instltuting better revicws of epplicatiens, 1
have also asked the General Coungel to review ocur genersl
petent ﬁqlicy. This review 1s still in i{ts- prulininary
stages, and no decisions have bﬁen reacheﬁf

The.Ganeral‘ﬂeﬂnsel'a 3tuﬂysaf HEW's patent policies
includes ap evaluvation of the objectives of those policies,
as well as an evaluation ef the optlons availabls, A draft

paper, now belng clrculsted within the Derartment, dlscussas

several {deas which nay or may not be adopted as policv. 1
understand that the langusge you goocted i3 from that ﬁraft,__

I axpect to rﬁceive the completed stucy goon. At that tine,

I will conzider your comments as well a8 thosne of other

interested partles, in decidling whether polleoy changses

shouwld be consiaurad._ Any substantlial changes in current |

policies will most likely be implemented with the publica=-

ticn, after an appropriate comnent pericod, of new regulaﬂ :
tions,

JAny study conducted by GAC wauié be Independent of thiﬁ
Department, snd I suggest that yeu contact the General
hocounting Office ﬁiractly if you wish to communicata your |
views to them.
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Page 2 - Mr, C. Joseph Stetler

Lot me assure you that the primsry objective of any policy
adopted by thiz Departmont will be to ensure that inventions
Geveloped with funding from public money ara introduced in a
way that will best serve the peblic Interest, In most cases
this would meazn bringing the invention to the. public as
guickly anc esconomically a&s possible, '

- sincerely,

/s/ Hale Champion

oseph A, Califano, Jr.

Retyped: MAndrew/ESP/11/7/7
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