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'. cilloday,bounce<! ", ton Suburb' . t~!'~c.:"clIllnilssio~toMTI'back

ut,of, Cbev~ Chase 'and'jt~'tW6'i1je~t~'¥r~~~Yio~~IY'~~!C!'~"(ror}in~
h~r~ b~~t'l~~? <:~eens.::~.,f;l1fi}altoge~ _ _ w~;WflY~:'fto'::C'a1TY',~iVa:t~i<:.to::;Silver. ;~~@.i;ll!

C'i>!an;'fr<j!IlWisc°Il$~-av.,;aI()~
; bi~~;;;~~yo~;;~alte;~::;~as~i;~b:;' £p~!j~st~i¥e~do\Vy~~e," and Le:
up:an/~a.rlier 'endorSemen;t byythe former Com~ -',:., "., ':','.' . __-_~_~~av.~?ulf-ca~se· damage to

l ~issionfq! of ~ sU~'ray"Jine'itto-1he So.uWwest'. :j:;;:?'~' __''';'''i_B~''_'_'';~~~b __,~::,~-.:_.~,~~e,~.~-:t~:,~,~d_the health
and eJiJIlination oflbe Columbia Heigbts route. In.and·s~fetVQfife~rderits;" ',.·i "", ,.... ,'... . .

1;1::Je~~;~;:;;_~1i~~:,;~~~~¥-c.o~mi_tt~e;;P~air#I~tt:,-'\J_arii~-·'Miifi;l~~·~-ihe···~itiz~ns~-,-la~yer insisted -the
,.."AJall',;:~~ble::,'~"9J:;(~·~~,Y~J;,'~\,the·,:tM"ayo:r:;·.-aI~o ',:urg~,'~ /-", " "':-i ,":"-<,' ',"''-'.-<' ',',' ,,,', ' ....

;,:{;'j,:~.ss/tr~~~r:jetyi~e':"to:ihK ~ferith~~tcorri~Cii::~JJ_el~:~:h~~,~~:::l~~4 ;/exp~ored ,only' recently and then
c' :~:':JlitniShetr~'a~~xpe~itiousIy~as ItoSsible;" .0_'. "- " .. :'h,:ilf-heartedly th~ B&O alternate, route." Another

tj , citizeIl.repr~~e~tative toldthe •Council that, r,ail

Confusib,ll' over whoowns the-copyright' to the ro,ad'o~ficials toldhimextra land in ,the roadbed
'*250\000 Passow 'report 'on Washington sc~o.olsh~~:_ ,':\\[~ ,ava~ableand 'the': li~e':'would': behappy -to
'delayed a second printing, promised after ,nu;mer.,,~,tn;ake,the rigltt·of~way: avallablein the absence Of
ous teachers aP:~'~ ~'?cffici~~s, complainedcopies of' ·'~for~s:~abli(problems.v .
:~h~ farwreachjng:'study':Y(ere_unavaiiable~:Tlle' Dis~' -.. ···:DuBI~us::~;'
triet ,SchoQ(,~ocird" and:;Columbia,:,U)liv~!~j~)\ ;"~;",W.'Ssc:'Ciii.'~t.·'::En~neer :artdAc-ting General Man~
Teachers 'Cpneg~ bothclaimthe rlghtes.Howaver, .. " . .
several lawyers 'have expressed the opinion .that -ager 'Roherf:Z¥c~od 'told',the Council hehoped
the report is a -publlo document, not subjecfto th,e citizens,ih~d gotten,:,tJh~r:)n Writing because
copyright law. . ~ ''''''''~;~<~ ,;,,?:ft's quite:~corif~~ to the u~ual'~eceptiongiven'uso by the BIoQ?1 .

Prince, Georges 'civic leader Julian ccnelmes 'He~e1ter~t~ his:,f~ling':that construction of
~harged the 'MarYland State Roads' .Cemmission the waterpip~,:slWUI~,:#ot'be delayed since low
has .jeopardizeda :~3.5 ,millionFede~aJgl'ant.. to - pressures could De experienced if 1968. were as
~iden Indian Head Highway by failing ,to aeqnireL." , .... ". .
and mailitain"ac,cess oritotbe' route. Mr."HoImes',' .dry" a year ~):96(l. He ,said .the pipe was needed

: produced a~Ietter, from-p.S. Public Rbads Diree- to,'Supply Sil~~r .Spririg"with.,water,and.to relieve
tOr- F, .C.,~urn~r warning.ac,c~s" controls 'will pressure on another- \fa,ter line which would send,
have to· b~' provided before' '~( request for Federal ~ 'water to.Pririce George's':County. . ' .

:,>~:~_ '.' ruuds"caD .. be approye(k<} How~,':l\1:~md~r~r;;~;~·,:r,e:p,,:r,e:~¢,'nli,)l g, the
t''! : --~'>"C:t" . . " ":',.::, Rolling~{)od S<:~ool :~~A,/:~aid Jt ::yta~ ,'~:m,andato~:':,
" '. ,0· .' ry, that no wo'rlt'be,,~ilorie,jltlfing:,',~cttoo,LhQ!1ns":

"Too' firing Qfthfee Pt:iriee, GeQrges:PllrchaSing d~ting, .the, school ~~tY",::-,I:ie:,' saig-:-cons'truction
D,ep,ar tm e-n t employes amid charges and "would cause: hazardous conditions even if the:
'counterw,chj:lJ;ges: ,oyer buying .practices was law pr.,'oper safeguards .are:t.aken."
heled illegal by Del. William J. Goodman, head of
a Iegislative delegation investigating-the Depart- IMPRESSED
ment. The County Merit Board ealled charges by 'I'he Co~ncilwas obviously.convinced.zl'he .vote

-the three that-their boss favored certain bidders followed an announcement by WSSC Chairman
on 'Government' contracts "mischievous; unfound- ,L9l1j~ 'Gravelle that reg'a~d~~s~.:()~ ,tll~: .. ~,~,ti~11: .'~e~
ed.'•• -," in ousting them; But Dcl.GoodmaWCtlunclf ivoUJ,d t.ke !lie vote in the aft.mOOn··nD!

.whese .subcommittep, found "'Rtartling .deficien- to award thecorttract foi' eOllstl'ucLiuutif the wa
cieW ,~n :,the. Purch~,sing Pepartm~~tj .has de- tet:' pipe",iJl::?,,~.e~'~:Phas,e •. \ ... ',. " .",:,
ma'~~eda 1,1ew hearing,fo~ the'eInplOYeS';;:::;~"Th¢:,P'eQ~i~befe are v~ry substantia~and ~~ry
[J .... , .. ''':': 'disturbe~,,,he said, f':rhetreaskin~for help."

A,lexanddaCo,p.ration Co~rt Judge· Fraitklin' • . Mr. M~LeOd b~d saiiI;pr~v,ioUSly'ihat the BIoO
P..·Jjackus,··Corpor~t,ion' Cqurt f..ru4gE!. George,}!flj: 'Lroute wa,s rejecte~rJ}ecau5elrwould .. c/)st $250'~
Coles of Charlottes,ville~fmd,C!rcuif; "Judge, Dixon, ,~pl~. the,,c~ost (Jfm, priv'l,teright~ofwways .over th~~'
L. Foster of Lively;Mpe"'been named tD'Sup&i1f$~' '~e~t,',of.llie·.9hevy·Chase 'route. The.'third route.
a,Dec. 16 recoiintof the recent, Gimeral Ass,e:m~.ly~, -along,EastwWest 'Highway, was' r~jeoted" because
:contest in w.~ichL>el. Jam~s M:TJtomso,n pion ",otthe,disruption tQ: traffic thatccmsttUction wo~ld

"OV(~lJ!c:.!!J!~~.\_f:!!mL~g,£1!"E~-..vP!~~,;~:~<y",;:~;' _~ ~,~,:~£·au.-si~1.l~ _s"~i~; _~,>:. '< •
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They concede that the biggest hurdle to
overcome is theweightotconventlonal
wisdom;' It goes something like this.
Such a bill would permit the fonnding of
monopolies that can charge highprices
for the fruits of tax-aided research. It's a
free lunch, say the criticsvand it's not
fair.: One Senate aidewho:",aSs~eptical

of the bill put it this way. "Atthe stroke
of a pen, "hesaid, ,"you are creating bil
lions' of dollars of property that did not
exist before, propertythat 'is"-created
with taxpayer support.Weare not' about
to jump on the bandwagon. We have an

obligation to the public and to other pat
.ent holders. We want to make sure this is
good public policy before we start tout
ing its wonders. "

For more .than 30·years~· the govern
ment has operated-orrthe assumption
that the economic rewards from federal
ly funded R&D should be captured by
the government, or shared only grudg
ingly with others, 'since public funds
were used. Hence, the government's col
lection of 30,000 patents. That policy,
however, has not produced an astound
ing record of economic returns,and the
conventional wisdom on public money

and private gain may be in the midst of
change. The innovation "lag," more
over.iis becoming pop dramaras evi
denced not only by the Administration's
domestic policy review but by media
coverage such as the 4 June Newsweek
cover story on .. innovation , subtitled
"Has America lost its edge?"The winds
of opinion are shifting. It may no longer
take aleap oflogic to see that good pub
lic policy might include amodicum of
private gain, especially when the alterna
tive is patent portfolios that gather dust
on government shelves.

-WILLIAM J.:BROAD

Whistle Blower Reinstated at HEW
For more than a decade, Norman J. Latker, while work- send all requests for patent waivers up to the HEW general

ing as patent counsel for HEW,urged the department to counsel's office. And there they sat. Up until that time,
give the patents derived from HEW-funded research back Latker had final say on patent transfers. But no more. The
to the universities that originally did thework. During this public position of HEW was that all patent matters were
time, HEW patent policy became a model for many federal "under study;' and that no one in the general counsel's
agencies. Then, last December, Latker was bounced out of office was quite sure just when the review would be fin-
government service after denouncing an attempt by his su- ished.
periors to put a lid on patent transfers. He has now, how-By the fall of 1978, more than 30 requests for individual
ever, been reinstated. patents and three requests for IPA's were gathering dust in

Latker returned to his post as HEW patent counsel at the the general counsel's office. Universities got .upset and
end of July. The action was called for by a civil service complained to Congress. So did Latker.
review board that overturned Latker's firing on procedural In September 1978; Senator Dole accused HE'll of
grounds. HEW, which hedged for I month before com- "pulling the plug" on biomedical research. To support the
menting on the action of the review board, has decided not charge, he quoted an internal memorandum from the HEW
to appeal the ruling. general counsel's office. "Recent experience with the high

The reinstatement is timely. Support' is now building for cost of proliferating health care technology," it read, "sug
the Bayh-Dole patent bill, and .Latker's return to HEW is gests that there may be circumstances in which the Depart
seen by many university researchers and patent-transfer .ment would wish to restrict or regulate the availability and
fans, to whom Latker is something of a hero, as a shot in cost of inventions made with Hliw support. " HEW Secre-
the arm for their cause. tary Califano and his advisers had decided to wage war on

Latker is anything but a revolutionary. A 22-year veteran "runaway medical technology." One way to do so was ap-
of government service, with 15 of them in HEW's patent parently to deny universities the';transfer of patent rights
office, he is credited with helping develop such mild-man-from government-funded research. On 13 September 1978
nered innovations as Institutional Patent Agreements Dole and Bayh held a press conference and announced a
(IPA), which aid the flow of patent rights from government bill that would cut through the backlog. HEW responded
to universities. The story of their rise at HEW is simple. In quickly. The next day Califano ordered his staff to transfer
1968,. the Government Accounting Office (GAO) investi- the patents back to the universities. Within weeks, HEW
gated the pharmaceutical programs.at the National Insti- released 20 of the 30 patents. Soon afterward they also re-
tutes of Health (NIH) and found no evidence that drugs leased Latker.

.......•.!h ;,,;i;;·~·~~~;;~~~~.·I;;.4~y~19Red'Y!tl).tl!!!s~gg?rt~~~~;r~ached the public. GAO Departmental spokesmen now insist that Latker was not
;"bJ"mO'dthe; lackoftichnologyifarisferoil'HEW'spractice",·given.othebootfoLblowingJhewhj~tl~9n!!E'Y,l,Al,tk~;

of retaining all rights to inventions. was··.dismisse,d,t.hey··saY,· ,bec'~~~~,-hi;-;~p~Ii9~,'~~,~~~d "'~="'~;-
After a departmental shake-up in 1969, Latker helped de- Beattie said Latker did not meet "professional standards,"

velop a system whereby HEW automaticallygave patent and because of "specific instances" of, misconduct in
rights to the university where a discovery was made and eluding "forms of lobbying flat out forbidden by the gov
allowed it to licensethe patent to a private company; which emment's codes of conduct."
could then develop and market the product. Such IPA's Latker recently told Science, however, that official
were issued only to universities with a good track record of charges were never brought against him. He was simply
technology transfer. Latker, however, also urged the trans- fired. But now that the civil service has reinstated him and
fer of patent rights to universities without such an IPA, HEW has decided not to appeal the ruling, Latker says he
eventually releasing 30 to 40 patents a year on such a case- is simply glad to be back. "It's been a difficult period in my
by-case basis. For some' time everything sailed along life," he says. "I'm happy to once again have the chance
smoothly. Then in August 1977, Latker was ordered to to work With the department."-W.J.B.
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11~~t;~ri~~~i~~t~~~~a~~t~~:titri~~~~k~~l,~¥t~i; ..•.•
1:,,~?7~-~11; ~>/~y.~~,er,::111:~1,Il::::,.O~~;:1h,T- irninedi~tely:'-': 'served.. :notice. '
! ",:,",': ,;";,,,__,.._'"",_"'; d,_: .. ,"',j'.'_:,"'.::_,:,'" .«<_:'_',".::_,..::'.:- -',';:"'':'" :..,., -",C"';:",,';':.:. :._, te',':' .v : •. .. :.. -': .."" ;"', _ '. .-_.: ,', ,'- '.: .." ..'

"~'---~:----l.·t.h.ri.'~.i.'ri.•. lt.fIou.::i~ndS::;:~f~~~1
. to.finall~~the project in thisi

location;;:; .. _ "'.. ...! 'i
The dispute could go to the

courts.. and' prolong the recur- ..
rent 'su¢mer .watec shortages
faced by residents of.southern
Prince:' ,qeorg:e's ',County, fc.
whose .berieflt :'the-'$L8.millior i

proje.ct;d13'design~d; .."
'P-et~_r',~." B6zickJ:;yjce,::chai:r~

man-of the Commission-called
the Council's action ri-mculous,
and said: 'he,:~ould\urge the
.Pa-lnce. Gteorge's'members',to
vote .against expending funds
rorothe. project. John J"Mc.
BUJtneY;':~-,''the ':":0tller",Pdnce
~ge's'::.member: ,.rin :attend.
ance'at:·the CouncHmeeting,
said, "Itm not going to 'reverse
my. vote, If, I was' right then,
I'mright now.": ,

The' scene, in 'the County
Council Chamber in Rockville 1

was,almost identi-cal to that of
last :November 'when the Coun
ell first .sidetracked the' pro"
ject: Prosperous' .rosidenta 'of :
Chevy'.' Chase "·opposing ", ' the :j
plan, .members or'the Commls- ,1

{5ion 'supporting, it, and, the!

Coungiisiding";iththehom~
"ownefs. :-', .: <",' , -
"T4Etf,project originally-was ,
scheduled for .completlon.thisj]

~~~~o::::i~rin~ill~fste~~~~r
i ,~t' would cause-inconvenience,
!,:traffic ,Jams",and.,danger ,to l

!their homes and families in the!
!:a:tea."k.f,~:'Leland 'and Thorn.!
'>3'pple~::Stl;eets;
;C::", In':~'N()vember; "the elected
:-CQungil,;"instrueted the .vap-:

pointed Commission to' defer
L:~o:h,s.tfu~~ion, .. and' :recon~ider:
r',two "~ltern3:te" routes that-pre
l:'vious]y" had been rejected by
f,\P0D,1l'l1ission engineers." .Last
::"mo,riff,\, the, Commission- re- i

~~,t;tir~~,~,:With :::-. ut;lfn!m2~,S ,<fe~.: I
fIrm.tlOn of. ItS;P~~!'}.~i~¢~l'
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sometimes Government is equipped to d.eal with industrial ques

tion which require a highly specialised expertise. The most

realistic position perhaps 'is to accept the increasing inter

act.ion bet"leenGovernment and industry, also in the f-ields of

R&D, as.p- ,given fact and devote systematic thoughts. tp this

interaction in order to be prepared to encounter the situation

in the most fruitful way for the enterprise".

R. SCHULZ (EIR.1VIA)
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AIf1 AND PURPOSE

DIAGRAr:l 1

i.',

THE ASSOCIATION SHALL THEREFORE PROMOTE
. .

THE STUDY OF THE ORGANISATION AND f1ANAGEI'lENT OF INDUSTRIAL'
RESEARCH, INCLUDING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGICAL

. DEVELOPMENT ; .

- THE DEVELOPMENT AND THE HIDER USE IN INDUSrRYOF InPROVED
MORE ECDNOmCAL AND EFFECTIVEt1ETHODS AND TECHNIQUES OF "
MANAGING INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH: !.

- I'IIDER UNDERSTANDING OF THE PLACE' OF RESEARcH NtTHIN THE FIRI'I,
OF THE ROLE AND REQUIREMENTS OF RESEARCH IN INDUSTRY GENERALLY,
AND OF THOSE ASPECTS OF ECONOr'lIC, EDUCATION AND SCIENCE POLICY
HHICH HAVE A SPECIAL BEARING ON RESEARCH IN INDUSTRY OR WHICH
RESEARCH IN INDUSTRY CAN INFLUENCE.
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