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THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

ART. 1, SEC. 8, CL. 3. The Congress shan have power ... To regulare
commerce wirh foreign narions, and among the several states, and
with the Indian tribes.

ART. 1, SEC. 8, CL. 8. The Congress shan have power ... To promote
the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited times
to authors and inventors the exclusive' right to their respective
writings and discoveries.
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UNITED STA'rES CODE

TITLE 35-PATENTS

"~u_u " __ "_"_ u_ ~_u_uu _ PARLI~PATENTAND-"TRADEMARK'OFFICE~uu~-'"-U-"~~-_U',"u_ -"~,

CHAPTER I-EsTABLISHMENT, OFFICERS, FQNCTIONS

SEC.

1. Establishment.
2~ Seal.
3~ Officers and employees.
4. Restrictions on officers and employees as to interest in patents.
5~ [Repealed.]
6. Duties of Commissioner.
7. Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences.
8. Library.
9~ Classification of patents.

10. Certified copies of records.
11. Publications.
12. Exchange of copies of patents with foreign countries.
13. Copies of patenrs for public libraries.
14. Annual report to Congress.

CHAPTER 2-PROCEEDINGS IN THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

SEC.

21. Filing date and day for taking action.
22. Printing of papers filed.
23. Testimony in Patent and Trademark Office cases.
24. Subpoenas, witnesses.
25. Declaration in lieu of oath.
26. Effect of defective execution.

CHAPTER 3-PRACTICE BEFORE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

SEC.

31. Regulations for agents and attorneys.
32. Suspension or exclusion from practice.
33. Unauthorized representation as practitioner.

CHAPTER 4-PATENTFEES

SEC

41. Patent fees.
42. Patent and Trademark Office fnnding.
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PART II-PATENTABILITY OF INVENTIONS AND
GRANT OF PATENTS

CHAPTER 10-PATENTABILITY OF INVENTIONS

SEC.

100. Definitions.
101. Inventions patentable.
102. Conditions for patentability; novelty and loss of right to patent.
103. Conditions for patentability; non-obvious subject matter.
104. Invention made abroad.

CHAPTER 11-ApPLICATION FOR PATENT

SEC.

111. Application for patent.
112. Specification.
113. Drawings.
114. Models, specimens.
115. Oath of applicant.
116. Inventors.
117. Death or incapacity of inventor.
118. Filing by other than inventor.
119. Benefit of earlier filing date in foreign country; right of priority.
120. Benefit of earlier filing date in the United States.
121. Divisional applications.
122. Confidential status of applications.

CHAPTER 12-EXAMINATION OF ApPLICATION

SEC.

131. Examinarion of application.
132. Notice of rejection; reexamination.
133. Time for prosecuting application.
134. Appeal to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences.
135. Interferences.

CHAPTER 13-REVIEW OF PATENT AND TRADEMARK
OFFICE DECISION

SEC.

141. to Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.

143; Proceedings on appeal-
144. Decision on appeal,
145. Civil action to obtain patent.
146. Civil action in case of interference.
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CHAPTER 14-IsSUE OF PATENT

SEC.

151. Issue of patent.
152. Issue of patent to assignee.
153. How issued.

155A. Patent term restoration.
156. Extension of patent term.
157. Statutory invention registration.

CHAPTER 15-PLANT PATENTS

SEC.

161. Patents for plants.
162. Description, claim.
163. Grant.
164. Assistance of Department of Agriculture.

CHAPTER 16-DESIGNS

SEC.

171. Patents for designs.
172. Right of priority.
173. Term of design patent.

CHAPTER 17-SECRECYOF CERTAIN INVENTIONS AND FILING
ApPLICATIONS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

SEC.

181. Secrecy of certain inventions and withholding of patent.
182. Abandonment of invention for unauthorized disclosure.
183. Right to compensation.
184. Filing of application in foreign country.
185. Patent barred for filing without license.
186. Penalty.
187. Nonapplicability to certain persons.
188. Rules and regulations, delegation of power,

CHAPTER [18] 38-PATENT RIGHTS IN INVENTIONS
MADE WITH FEDERAL ASSISTANCE

SEC.

200. Policy and objective.
201. Definitions.
202. Disposition of rights.
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203. March-in rights.
204. Preference for United States industry.
205. Confidentiality.
206. Uniform clauses and regulations.
207. Domestic and foreign protection of federally owned inventions.
208. Regulations governing Federal licensing.
209. Restrictions on licensing of federally owned inventions.
210. Precedence of chapter.

-, 211. Relationship to antitrust laws.
212. Disposition of rights in educational awards.

PART III-PATENTS AND PROTECTION OF PATENT RIGHTS

CHAPTER 25-AMENDMENT AND CORRECTION OF PATENTS

SEC.

251. Reissue of defective patents.
252. Effect of reissue.
253. Disclaimer.
254. Certificate of correction of Patent and Trademark Office mistake.
255. Certificate of correction of applicant's mistake.
256. Correction of named inventor.

CHAPTER 26-0WNERSHIP AND ASSIGNMENT

SEC.

261. Ownership; assignment.
262. JOint owners.

CHAPTER 27-GOVERNMENT INTERESTS IN PATENTS

SEC.

266. [Repealed.]
267. Time for taking action in Government applications.

CHAPTER 28-INFRINGEMENT OF PATENTS

SEC

271. Infringement of patent.
272. Temporary presence in the United States.

SEC.

281. Remedy for infringement of patent.
282. Presumption of validity; defenses.
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283. Injunction.
284. Damages.
285. Attorney fees.
286. Time limitation on damages.
287. Limitation on damages; marking and notice.
288....A..cnon.f()r.iI1frjng!;m~nr..()La...pa!enr..containing...an..invalid..elaimr..· ..•........•·..••..••··..••· ..•

::·::::~~2~::E~:4[iI<iniEi~midyJ()tinftingementofdesign...patent;······································
290. Notice of patent suits.
291. Interfering patents.
292. False marking.
293. N onresident patentee; service and notice.
294. Voluntary arbitration.

CHAPTER 30-PRIOR ART CITATIONS To OFFICE AND
REEXAMINATION OF PATENTS

SEC

301. Citation of prior art,
302. Request for reexamination.
303. Determination of issue by Commissioner.
304. Reexamination order by Commissioner.
305. Conduct of reexamination proceedings.
306. Appeal.
307. Certificate of patentability, unparenrability, and claim cancellation.

PART IV-PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

CHAPTER 35-DEFINITIONS

SEC

351. Definitions.

CHAPTER 36-INTERNATIONAL STAGE

SEC.

361. Receiving Office.
362. International Searching Authority.
363. International application designating the United States: Effect.
364. International stage: Procedure.
365. Right of priority; benefit of the filing date of a prior application.
366. Withdrawn international application.
367. Actions of other authorities: Review.
368. Secrecy of certain inventions; filing international applications in

foreign countries.
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CHAPTER 37-NATIONAL STAGE

SEC.

371. National stage: Commencement.
372. National stage: Requirements and procedure.
373. Improper applicant.
374. Publication of international application: Effect.
375. Patent issued on international application: Effect.
376. Fees.
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PART I - PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

CHAPTER SEC.

I. Establishment, Officers, Functions 1
2. Proceedings in the Patent and Trademark Office 21
3. Practice Before Patent and Trademark Office 31

CHAPTER I-EsTABLISHMENT, OFFICERS, FUNCTIONS

SEC.

I. Establishment.
2. Seal.
3. Officers and employees.
4. Restrictions on officers and employees as to interest in patents.
5. [Repealed.]
6. Duties of Commissioner.
7. Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences.
8. Library.
9. Classification of patents.

10. Certified copies of records.
11. Publications.
12. Exchange of copies of patents with foreign countries.
13. Copies of patents for public libraries.
14. Annual report to Congress.

§ 1. Establishment

The Patent and Trademark Office shall continue as an office in the
Department of Commerce, where records, books, drawings, specifica
tions, and other papers and things pertaining to patents and to trade
mark registrations shall be kept and preserved, except' as otherwise
provided by law. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-5%, sec. I,
88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 2. Seal

The Patent and Trademark Office shall have a seal with which
letters patent, certificates of trade-mark registrations, and papers
issued from the Office shall be authenticated. (Amended January 2,
1975, Public Law 93-5%, sec. 1,88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 3. Officers and employees

(a) There shall be in the Patent and Trademark Office a Commis
ioner of Patents and Trademarks, a Deputy Commissioner, two
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Assistant Commissioners and examiners-in-chief appointed under
section 7 of this title. The Deputy Commissioner, or, in the event of a
vacancy in that office, the Assistant Commissioner senior in date of
appointment, shall fill the office of Commissioner during a vacancy in
that office until the Commissioner is appointed and takes office. The
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, the Deputy Commissioner,
and the Assistant Commissioner shall be appointed by the President,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Secretary of
Commerce, upon the nomination of the Commissioner in accordance
with law, shall appoint all other officers and employees.

(b) The Secretary of Commerce may vest in himself the functions
of the Patent and Trademark Office and its officers and employees
specified in this title and may from time ro time authorize their
performance by any other officer or employee.

(c) The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to fix the per annum
rate of basic compensation of each examiner-in-chief in the Patent
and Trademark Office at not in excess of the maximum scheduled
rate provided for positions in grade 17 of the General Schedule of the
Classification Act of 1949, as amended. (Amended September 6, 1958,
Public Law 85-933, sec. 1, 72 Stat. 1793; September 23, 1959, Public
Law 86-370, sec. l(a), 73 Stat. 650; August 14, 1964, Public Law 88-426,
sec. 305(26), 78 Stat. 425; January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1,88
Stat. 1949; January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-601, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1956;
and August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 4, 96 Stat. 319.)

(d) The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks shall be an
Assistant Secretary of Commerce and shall receive compensation at
the rate prescribed by law for Assistant Secretaries of Commerce.
(Added Ocrober 25, 1982, Public Law 97-366, 96 Stat. 1760.)

(e) The members of the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board of the
Patent and Trademark Office shall each be paid at a rate not to
exceed the maximum rate of basic pay payable for GS·16 of the
General Schedule under section 5332 of title 5. (Added November 8,
1984, Public Law 98-622, sec. 405, 98 Stat. 3392.)

4. Restrictions on officers and employees as to interest in patents
'f"""""'" •• """

Officers and employees Patent
be incapable, during the period of their appointments and for one
year thereafter, of applying for a patent and of acquiring, directly or
indirectly, except by inheritance or bequest, any patent or any tight or
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interest in any patent, issued or to be issued by the Office. In patents
applied for thereafter they shall not be entitled to any priority date
earlier than one year after the termination of their appointment.
(Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

sec."J·5,-··~Repealed. aune .6; '1972; 'Publk'Lllw"92'310;'Tiile ..II;........_ .....
208(a), 86 Stat. 203.) '.

§ 6. Duties of Commissioner

(a) The Commissioner, under the direction of the Secretary of
Commerce, shall superintend or perform all duties required by law
respecting the granting and issuing of patents and the registration of
trademarks; shall have the authority to carryon studies, ptograms or
exchanges of items or services regarding domestic and international
Patent and trademark law Or the administration of the Patent and
Trademark Office; and shall have charge of property belonging to the
P~tent and Trademark Office. He may, subject to the approval of the
Secretary of Commerce, establish regulations, not inconsistent with
law, for the conduct of proceedings in the Patent and Trademark
Office.

(b) The Commissioner, under the direction of the Secretary of
Commerce, may, in coordination with the Department of State, carry
on programs and studies cooperatively with foreign patent offices and
international intergovernmental organizations, or may authorize such
programs and studies to be carried on, in connection with the
performance of duties stated in subsection (a) of this section.

(c) The Commissioner, under the direction of the Secretary of
Commerce, may, with the concurrence of the Secretary of State,
transfer funds appropriated to the Patent and Trademark Office, not
to exceed $100,000 in any year, to the Department of State for the
purpose of making special payments to international intergovernmen
tal organizations for studies and programs for advancing international
cooperation concerning patents, trademarks, and related matters.
These special payments may be in addition to any other payments or
contributions to the international organization and shall not be
subject to any limitations imposed by law on the amounts of such
other payments Or contributions by the Government of the United
States. (Amended October 5, 1971, Public Law 92-132, 85 Stat. 364;
January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949; August 27,
1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 13, 96 Stat. 321.)
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(d) Repealed. (August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 7, 96 Stat.
320.)

§ 7. Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences.

(a) The examiners-in-chief shall be persons of competent legal
knowledge and scientific ability, who shall be appointed to the
competitive service. The Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner,
the Assistant Commissioners, and the examiners-in-chief shall consti
tute the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences.

(b) The Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences shall, on written
appeal of an applicant, review adverse decisions of examiners upon
applications for patents and shall determine priority and patentability
of invention in interferences declared under section 135(a) of this title.
Each appeal and interference shall be heard by at least three members
of the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences, who shall be
designated by the Commissioner. Only the Board of Patent Appeals
and Interferences has the authority to grant rehearings.

(c) Whenever the Commissioner considers it necessary, in order to

keep current the work of the Board of Patent Appeals and Interfer
ences, the Commissioner may designate any patent examiner of the
primary examiner grade or higher, having the requisite ability, to serve
as examiner-in-chief for periods not exceeding six months each. An
examiner so designated shall be qualified to act as a member of the
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences. Not more than one of the
members of the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences hearing an
appeal or determining an interference may be an examiner so
designated. The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to fix the pay of
each designated examiner-in-chief in the Patent and Trademark Office
at not to exceed the maximum rate of basic pay payable for grade
GS-16 of the General Schedule under section 5332 of title 5. The rate
of basic pay of each individual designated examiner-in-chief shall be
adjusted, at the close of the period for which that individual was
designated to act [as] examiner-in-chief, to the rate of basic pay
[which] that individual would have been receiving at the close of such

I period if such designation had not been made. (Amended November
:j~.~.~.~~.8,..J.98.4,J?'u.blicLaw98,6.22,.sef-, 2Qh(a)h98~tat·}38§,) .._.

1

1.

1

§ 8~heL~:::issioner shall maintain aIibrary of scientific and other
: works and periodicals, both foreign and domestic, in the Patent and
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Trademark Office to aid the officers in the discharge of their duties.
(Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. I, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 9. Classification of patents

~O"~"":O!~:oed~fijtssi~r:~r"fijarre,vIse:iindl!rai~t~ii1"~?r~l~~sl6.Coatron"DY~""""~
o subject matterofUniteJStateslette~spatent, and such oth~r patents
and printed publications as may be necessary Or practicable, for the
purpose of determining with readiness and accuracy the novelty of
inventions for which applications for patent are filed.

§ 10. Certified copies of records

The Commissioner may furnish certified copies of specifications
and drawings of patents issued by the Patent and Trademark Office,
and of other records available either to the public or to the person ap
plying therefore. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1,
88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 11. Publications

(a) The Commissioner may print, or cause to be printed,' the
following:

1. Patents, including specifications and drawings, together with
copies of the same. The Patent and Trademark Office may print
the headings of the drawings for patents for the purpose of
photolithography.

2. Certificates of trade-mark registrations, including statements
and drawings, together with copies of the same.

3. The Official Gazette of the United States Patent and Trade
mark Office.

4. Annual indexes of patents and patentees, and of trade-marks
and registrants.

5. Annual volumes of decisions in patent and trade-mark cases.
6. Pamphlet copies of the patent laws and rules of practice, laws

and rules relating to trade-marks, and circulars Or other publica
tions relating to the business of the Office.
(b) The Commissioner may exchange any of the publications

specified in items 3, 4, 5, and 6 of subsection (a) of this section for
publications desirable for the use of the Patent and Trademark Office.
(Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. I, 88 Stat. 1949.)
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§ 12. Exchange of copies of patents with foreign countries

The Commissioner may exchange copies of specifications and
drawings of United States patents for those of foreign countries.

§ 13. Copies of patents for public libraries

The Commissioner may supply printed copies of specifications and
drawings of patents to public libraries in the United States which shall
maintain such copies for the use of the public, at the rate for each
year's issue established for this purpose in section 41(d) of this title.
(Amended August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 15,96 Stat. 321.)

§ 14. Annual report to Congress

The Commissioner shall report to Congress annually the moneys
received and expended, statistics concerning the work of the Office,
and other information relating to the Office as may be useful to the
Congress Or the public,

CHAPTER 2 - PROCEEDINGS IN THE PATENT AND

TRADEMARK OFFICE

SEC.

21. Filing date and day for taking action.
22. Printing of papets filed.
23. Testimony in Patent and Trademark Office cases.
24. Subpoenas, witnesses.
25. Declaration in lieu of oath.
26. Effect of defective execution.

§ 21. Filing date and day for taking action.

(a) The Commissioner may by rule prescribe that any papet or fee
required to be filed in the Patent and Trademark Office will be
considered filed in the Office on the date on which it was deposited
with the United States Postal Service or would have been deposited
with the United States Postal Service but for postal service interrup
tions or emergencies designated by the Commissioner.

.... (b).When.Jhe ...day,.. orJbeJ".~t.<:I"y,.Jot.!,,\$,i!!g ...,,!!y.ilSti.9P.oLpAyi.ng....
any fee in the United States Patent and Trademark Office falls on
Saturday, Sunday, or a federal holiday within the District of Colum
bia, the action may be taken, or the fee paid, on the next succeeding
secular Or business day. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596,

12



sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949; August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 12, %
Stat. 321.)

§ 22. Printing of papers filed

""""~",,""" .~Ih,f'...".f=gmmi~§jQnf'L.m'!$,.req!.1ire •..papf'rs•.filed.Jn.rhe••Patent.•and•.••,,···..•••·•
.. Trademark.Office-ro-be-printed or typewritten:' (Amendedjamrsryz;"

1975, Public Law 93-5%, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 23. Testimony in Patent and Trademark Office cases

The Commissioner may establish rules for taking affidavits and
depositions required in cases in the Patent and Trademark Office. Any
officer authorized by law to take depositions to be used in the courts
of the United States, or of the State where he resides, may take such
affidavits and depositions. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93·
5%, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 24. Subpoenas, witnesses

The clerk of any United States court for the district wherein
testimony is to be taken for use in any contested case in the Patent
and Trademark Office, shall, upon the application of any party
thereto, issue a subpoena for any witness residing or being within
such district, commanding him to appear and testify before an officer
in such district authorized to take depositions and affidavits, at the
time and place stated in the subpoena. The provisions of the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure relating to the attendance of witnesses and
to the production of documents and things shall apply to contested
cases in the Patent and Trademark Office.

Every witness subpoenaed and in attendance shall be allowed the
fees and traveling expenses allowed to witnesses attending the United
States district courts,

A judge of a court whose clerk issued a subpoena may enforce
obedience to the process or punish disobedience as in other like cases,
on proof that a witness, served with such subpoena, neglected or
refused to appear or to testify. No witness shall be deemed guilty of
contempt for disobeying such subpoena unless his fees and traveling
expenses in going to, and returning from, and one day's attendance at
the place of examination, are paid or tendered him at the time of the
service of the subpoena; nor for refusing to disclose any secret matter
except upon appropriate order of the court which issued the subpoe-

13



na. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat.
1949.)

§ 25. Declaration in lieu of oath

(a) The Commissioner may by rule prescribe that any document to
be filed in the Patent and Trademark Office and which is required by
any law, rule, or other regulation to be under oath may be subscribed
to by a written declaration in such form as the Commissioner may
prescribe, such declaration eo be in lieu of the oath otherwise
required.

(b) Whenever such written declaration is used, the document must
warn the declarant that willful false statements and the like are
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both (18 V.S.c. 1001). (New
section added March 26, 1964, Public Law 88-292, sec. 1, 78 Stat. 171;
amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

Note. - 18 U.S.c. 1001 provides: "Whoever in any matter within the
jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States knowingly
and willfully falsifies, conceals or covers up by any trick, scheme, or device a
material fact, or makes any false, fictitious or fraudulent statements or
representations, or makes Or uses any false writing or document knowing
the same to contain any false, fictitious or fraudulent statement or entry.
shall be lined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than liveyears,
or both." (June 25, 1948, 62 Stat. 749)

§ 26. Effect of defective execution

Any document to be filed in the Patent and Trademark Office and
which is required by any law, rule, or other regulation ro be executed
in a specified manner may be provisionally accepted by the Commis
sioner despite a defective execution, provided a properly executed
document is submitted within such time as may be prescribed. (New
section added March 26, 1964, Public Law 88-292, sec. 1, 78 Stat. 171;
amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

CHAPTER 3 - PRACTICE BEFORE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

"31. Regulations fofagentsandaitofneys.
32. Suspension or exclusion from practice.
33. Unauthorized representation as practitioner.

14



§ 31. Regulations for agents and attorneys

The Commissioner, subject to the approval of the Secretary of
Commerce, may prescribe regulations governing the recognition and
conduct of agents, attorneys, or other petsons representing applicants
?r. ?ther.. p~rtie.s ... b.ef()r", .1b",J:a!!,tg"llc:lJ::mc:lematkc.oJ:!ice,and.mayc .••..c•.•.•

::::::':'r~qulii;:he;;:;,bef~~~:b~ini .recognized.. as.representatives-ofapplicants
or other petsons, to show that they are of good moral character and
reputation and are possessed of the necessary qualifications to render
to applicants Or other persons, valuable service, advice, and assistance
in the presentation or prosecution of their applications Or other
business before the Office. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93

596, sec. I, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 32. Suspension or exclusion from practice

The Commissioner may, after notice and opportunity for a hearing, .
suspend or exclude, either generally or in any particular case, from
further practice before the Patent and Trademark Office, any person,
agent, or attorney shown to be incompetent or disreputable, or guilty
of gross misconduct, Or who does not comply with the regulations
established under section 31 of this title, or who shall, by word,
circular, letter, or advertising, with intent to defraud in any manner,
deceive, mislead, or threaten any applicant or prospective applicant, or
other person having immediate Or prospective business before the
Office. The reasons for any such suspension or exclusion shall be duly
recorded. The United States District Court for the District of
Columbia, under such conditions and upon such proceedings as it by
its rules determines, may review the action of the Commissioner upon
the petition of the person so refused recognition or so suspended or
excluded. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec, I, 88

Stat. 1949.)

§ 33. Unauthorized representation as practitioner

Whoever, not being recognized ro practice before the Patent and
Trademark Office, holds himself out or permits himself to be held
out as so recognized, Or as being qualified to prepare or prosecute ap
plications for patent, shall be fined not more than $1,000 for each
offense. (Amended January 2,1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1,88 Stat.
1949.)
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CHAPTER 4 - PATENT FEES

SEC.

41. Patent fees.
42. Patent and Trademark Office funding.

§ 41. Patent fees

(a) The Commissioner shall charge the following fees:
1. On filing each application for an original patent, except in

design or plant cases, $300; in addition, on filing Ot on presentation
at any other time, $30 for each claim in independent form which is
in excess of three, $10 for each claim (whether independent or

dependent) which is in excess of twenty, and $100 for each
application containing a multiple dependent claim. For the purpose
of computing fees, a multiple dependent claim as referred to in
section 112 of this title or any claim depending therefrom shall be
considered as separate dependent claims in accordance with the
number of claims to which reference is made. Errors in payment of
the additional fees may be rectified in accordance with regulations
of the Commissioner.

2. For issuing each original or reissue patent, except in design or
plant cases, $500.

3. In design and plant cases:
a. On filing each design application, $125.
b. On filing each plant application, $200.
c. On issuing each design patent, $175.
d. On issuing each plant patent, $250.

4. On filing each application for the reissue of a patenr, $300; in
addition, on filing or on presentation at any other time, $30 for
each claim in independent form which is in excess of the number
of independent claims of the original patent, and $10 for each
claim (whether independent or dependent) which is in excess of
twenty and also in excess of the number of claims of the original
patent. Errors in payment of the additional fees may be rectified in
accordance with regulations of the Commissioner.

5. On filing each disclaimer, $50.

~.c~.~.~.c.~~~.cc.""§,"...Qn..ji!ing•.~l) ••~PP~.~!cJtom..Jh~ .•e.,,~milJ,el•.tQ•. lh~.•Bg~rd""c9,L.•c...•..•.
•. Appeals .and Interferences, ... $115; in addition, on .filinga.brief.in

support of the appeal,' $115; and an oral hearing in the appeal
before the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences, $100
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(Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law 98-622, sec. 204(a), 98
Stat. 3388.)

7. On filing each petition for the revival of an unintentionally
abandoned application for a patent Or for the unintentionally

delayed !,ay~ellt of the fee. fOf. is~uin& each!,a~mt,$5Q020.'l!1!$~.uh~ ..•••••••..•••.
·········..p~m!C:in;sJiIe.a;,.Q4er·~~<;~Qnsi33:Q(i~i~Qfth;s~titi~:iri·.,;,hich •. case.....

the fee shall be $50.
8. For petitions for one-month extensions of time to take actions

required by the Commissioner in an application:
a. On filing a first petition, $50.
b. On filing a second petition, $100.
c. On filing a third or subsequent petition, $200.

(b) The Commissioner shall charge the following fees for maintain-
ing a patent in force:

1. Three years and six months after grant, $400.
2. Seven years and six months after grant, $800.
3. Eleven years and six months after grant, $1,200.

Unless payment of the applicable maintenance fee is received in the
Patent and Trademark Office on or before the date the fee is due Or
within a grace period of six months thereafter, the patent will expire
as of the end of such grace period. The Commissioner may require
the payment of a surcharge as a condition of accepting within such
six-month grace period the late payment of an applicable maintenance
fee. No fee will be established for maintaining a design or plant
patent in force.

Note. - Sec. 1 of Public Law 97-247, August 27, 1982, 96 Stat. 317,
authorizes the appropriations of funds for the Patent and Trademark Office
for fiscal years 1983-1985 and requires that such funds will be used to
reduce by 50 percent the payment of fees under section 41(a) and (b) by in
dependent inventors, nonprofit organizations, and small businesses, as
defined by section 3 of the Small Business Act and applicable regularions.

(cXl) The Commissioner may accept the payment of any mainte
nance fee required by subsection (b) of this section after the six
month grace period if the delay is shown to the satisfaction of the
Commissioner to have been unavoidable. The Commissioner may
require the payment of a surcharge as a condition of accepting
payment of any maintenance fee after the six-month grace period.
If the Commissioner accepts payment of a maintenance fee after
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the six-month gtace petiod, the patent shall be considered as not
having expired at the end of the grace period.

Note.-Sec. 404 of Public Law 98-622, November 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3392,
provides as follows:

"Notwithstanding section 41 of title 35, United States Code, as in effect
before the enactment of Public Law 97-247 (96Stat. 317), no fee shall be col
lected for maintaining a plant patent in force.

"Notwithstanding section 41(c) of title 35, United States Code, as in
effect before the enactment of Public Law 97-247 (96 Stat. 317), the
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks may accept, after the six-month
grace period referred to in such section 41(c), the payment of any
maintenance fee due on any patent based on an application filed in the
Patent and Trademark Office on or after December 12, 1980, and before
August 27, 1982, to the same extent as in the case of patents based on
applications filed in the Patent and Trademark Office on or after August 27,
1983."

(2) No patent, the term of which has been maintained as a result
of the acceptance of a payment of a maintenance fee under this
subsection, shall abridge or affect the right of any petson or his
successors in business who made, purchased or used after the six
month grace petiod but prior to the acceptance of a maintenance
fee under this subsection anything protected by the patent, to
continue the use of, or to sell to others to be used or sold, the spe
cific thing so made, purchased, or used. The court before which
such matter is in question may provide for the continued manufac
ture, use or sale of the thing made, purchased, or used as specified,
or for the manufacture, use or sale of which substantial preparation
was made after the six-month grace period but before the accept
ance of a maintenance fee under this subsection, and it may also
provide for the continued practice of any process, practiced, or for
the practice of which substantial preparation was made, after the
six-month grace period but prior to the acceptance of a mainte
nance fee under this subsection, to the extent and under such terms
as the court deems equitable for the protection of investments
made or business commenced after the six-month grace period but

cccoooco~occc~coooc"oococo--~befoteCtheoollccef5tjflfce'-of"ltc'rtraintell:lrncefeec-untletCthe-"subsenion:"occcccc,occo

(d) The Commissioner willestablish fees forallother ptdc:essillg,
services, or materials related to patents not specified above to recover
the estimated average cost to the Office of such processing, services,
or materials. The yearly fee for providing a library specified in section
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13 of this title with uncertified printed copies of the specifications and
drawings for all patents issued in that year will be $50.

(e) The Commissioner may waive the payment of any fee for any
service or material related to patents in connection with an occasional

?r incidental r~qu~st ';lad.e .. by •adepart';le~t ?ragency .()f. thed C

ccc ···<;()v~rriiile~t;~§rc.:aiii§ffif~~ifi~f~QI:I6i~9mmi~$;Qn'e~:;;';~~P~'O;id~ ... •......
any applicant issued a notice under section 132 of this title with a
copy of the specifications and drawings for all patents referred to in
that notice without charge.

(£) The fees established in subsections (a) and (b) of this section
may be adjusted by the Commissioner on October 1, 1985, and every
third year thereafter, to reflect any fluctuations occurring during the
previous three years in the Consumer Price Index, as determined by
the Secretary of Labor. Changes of less than 1 per centum may be
ignored.

(g) No fee established by the Commissioner under this section will
take effect prior to sixty days following notice in the Federal Register.
(As amended December 12, 1980, Public Law 96-517, sec. 2,94 Stat.
3017; August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 3, 96 Stat. 317.)

§ 42. Patent and Trademark Office funding

(a) All fees for services performed by or materials furnished by the
Patent and Trademark Office will be payable to the Commissioner.

(b) All fees paid to the Commissioner and all appropriations for
defraying the costs of the activities of the Patent and Trademark
Office will be credited to the Patent and Trademark Office Appropri
ation Account in the Treasury of the United States, the provisions of
section 725e of title 31, United States Code, notwithstanding.

(c) Revenues from fees will be available to the Commissioner of
Patents to carry out, to the extent provided for in appropriation Acts,
the activities of the Patent and Trademark Office. Fees available to

the Commissioner under section 31 of the Trademark Act of 1946, as
amended (15 U.S.c. 1113), shall be used exclusively for the processing
of trademark registrations and for other servicesand materials relating
to trademarks.

(d) The Commissioner may refund any fee paid by mistake or any
amount paid in excess of that required. (As amended November 14,
1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 4, 89 Stat. 690; December 12, 1980,
Public Law 96-517, sec. 3, 94 Stat. 3018; August 27, 1982, Public Law

. 97-247, sec. 3(g), 96 Stat. 319.)
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CHAPTER 10 - PATENTABILITY OF INVENTIONS

SEC.

100. Definitions.
101. Inventions patentable.
102. Conditions for patentability; novelty and loss of right to patent, •
103. Conditions fOt patentability; non-obvious subject matter..
104. Invention made abroad.

§ 100. Definitions

When used in this title unless the context otherwise indicates 
(a) The term "invention" means invention or discovery.
(b) The term "process" means process,art 'or method, and

includes a new use of a known process, machine, manufacture,
composition of matter, or material.

(c) The terms "United States" and "this country" mean the
United States of America, its territories and possessions.

(d) The word "patentee" includes not only the patentee to whom
the patent was issued but also the successors in title to the
patentee.

§ 101. Inventions patentable

•.••••.••.•••.•.••••~hQ'"\C'"LiQX'""lt~.fl£.qis.my'"t~ ••~J1Y.J:!~}Y.&nq.o!l.~.'it;.,!Lpm£.'.~A,.J.:rgcJ:lig" ••.••.••.•
.... .•manufacture, .. or....compositionoLmatter, ..or.any ...new..end ...,useful

improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the
conditions and requirements of this title.
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§ 102. Conditions for patentability; novelty and loss of right to
patent

A person shall be entitled ro a patent unless -
(a) the invention was known or.used by others in this country, or '

patented Or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign "
,_', ,,':'__ .. ':_..'_, "..' '_.: "',:, '0' "', _. '... ..,.">;;:::,.;;·:~~,_;;c_:;::.,~_;;,:,;;,cL:L,~::,;0;:__.':,:,:·;:,,.:::;;:·;;;,:::::;:;..;-,;~y':~;;:~~:~""~.,m;~,;"~",,,,,""":"""""''''"''''';'"'"''.'''C'·h·'"""='~'"''"·'''. .',"0""'F';'ji'v,:""''''
c()~nfrY;1)~foreth~",ifl.'l,~(l!i(;W,!h~r~8(R,y,!he,,~ppli,ant",for,patent",or;,;"""

(b) the inventi;nv,;asp;,ten~~dord~scrib~d in a printed publica- '
tion'in this or a foreign country Or in public use or on sale in this
country, more than one year prior to the date of the application for
patent in the United States, or

(c) he has abandoned the invention, Or
(d) the invention was first patented or caused to be patented, Or

was the subject of an inventor's certificate, bythe applicant or his
legaLrepresentatives or assigns in a foreign country prior to the,
date of the 'application for patent in this country on an application If8
for patent or inventor's certificate filed more than twelve months
before the filing of the application in the United States, Or

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an (
application for patent by another filed in the United States before
the invention thereof by the appllcant for patent, or on an
int~rnational application by another who has fulfilled the require
ments of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title be
fore the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or

(f) he did not himself invent the subject matter sought to be
patented, or

(g) before the applicant's invention thereof the invention was
made in this country by another who had not abandoned, sup
pressed, or concealed it. In determining priority of invention there
shall be considered not only the respective dates of conception and
reduction to practice of the invention, but also the reasonable
diligence of one who was first to conceive and last to reduce to
practice, from a time prior to conception by the other (Amended
July 28, 1972, Public Law 92-358, sec. 2, 86 Stat. 501; November 14,

1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 5, 89 Stat. 691.)

§ 103. Conditions for patentability; non-obvious subject matter

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this ti-
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tle, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which
the invention was made.

Subject matter developed by another person, which qualifies as
prior art only under subsection (f) or (g) of section 102 of this title,
shall not preclude patentability under this section where the subject
matter and the claimed invention were, at the time the invention was
made, owned by the same person or subject to an obligation of
assignment to the same person. (Added November 8, 1984, Public
Law 98.622, sec. 103, 98 Stat. 3384.)

§ 104. Invention made abroad

In proceedings in the Patent Office and in the courts, an applicant
for a patent, or a patentee, may not establish a date of invention by
reference to knowledge or use thereof, or otheractivity with respect
thereto, in a foreign country, except as provided in sections 119 and
365 of this title. Where an invention was made by a person, civil or
military, while domiciled in the United States and serving in a foreign
country in connection with operations by or on behalf of the United
States, he shall be entitled to the same rights of priority with respect
to such inventions as if the same had been made in the United States.
(Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93·5%, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949;
November 14, 1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 6, 89 Stat. 691.)

CHAPTER 11 - ApPLICATION FOR PATENT

SEC.

111. Application for patent.
112. Specification.
113. Drawings.
114. Models, specimens.
115. Oath of applicant.
116. Inventors.
117. Death or incapacity of inventor.

",U8, Piling-by-oeher.rhan.invenror..
119. Benefit of earlier filing date in foreign country; right of priority.
120. Benefit of earlier filing date in the United States.
121. Divisional applications.
122. Confidential status of applications.
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§ 111. Application for patent

Application for patent shall be made, or authorized to be made, by
the inventor, except as otherwise provided in this title, .inwriring-to>-
the Commissioner. Such application shall include (1) a specification as
!)f~scribed _by section. 112.of this _ti~~;j?) __,!g_r'!Y\'j!)gal;pt~~gib~dby_________

::::::oc-~e~tIRtlocn3:C;fthi;titfe:~~d(3)~;;~ath ..bythe applicant as -prescribed-vv->
by section 115 of this title. The application must be accompanied by
the fee required by law. The fee and oath may be submitted after the
specification and any required drawing are submitted, within such
period and under such conditions, including the payment of a
surcharge, as may be prescribed by the Commissioner. Upon failure to
submit the fee and oath within such prescribed period, the application
shall be regarded as abandoned, unless it is shown to the satisfaction
of the Commissioner that the delay in submitting the fee and oath
was unavoidable. The filing date of an application shall be the date on
which the specification and any required drawing are received in the
Patent and Trademark Office. (Amended August 27, 1982, Public Law
97-247, sec. 5, 96 Stat. 319.)

§ 112. Specification

The specification shall contain a written description of the inven
tion, and of the manner and ptocess of making and using it, in such
full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected,
to make and use the same, and shall set forth the best mode
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention.

The specification shall conclude with one Ot more claims particu
larly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the
applicant regards as his invention. A claim may be written in
independent or, if the nature of the Case admits, in dependent or
multiple dependent form.

Subject to the foHowing paragraph, a claim in dependent form
shall contain a reference to a claim previously set forth and then
specify, a further limitation of the subject matter claimed. A claim in
dependent form shall be construed to incorporate by reference all the
limitations of the claim to which it refers.

A claim in multiple dependent form shall contain a reference, in
the alternative only, to more than one claim previously set forth and
then specify a further limitation of the subject matter claimed. A
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multiple dependent claim shall not serve as a basis for any other
multiple dependent claim. A multiple dependent claim shall be
construed to incorporate by reference all the limitations of the
particular claim in relation to which it is being considered.

An element in a claim for a combination may be expressed as a
means or step for performing a specified function without the recital
of structure, material, or acts in suPPOrt thereof, and such claim shall
be construed to cover the corresponding structure, material, or acts
described in the specification and equivalents thereof. (Amended July
24, 1965, Public Law 89-83, sec. 9, 79 Stat. 261; November 14, 1975,
Public Law 94·131, sec. 7, 89 Stat. 691.)

§ 113. Drawings

The applicant shall furnish a drawing where necessary for the
understanding of the subject matter sought to be patented. When the
nature of such subject matter admits of illustration by a drawing and
the applicant has not furnished such a drawing, the Commissioner
may require its submission within a time period of not less than two
months from the sending of a notice thereof. Drawings submitted
after the filing date of the application may not be used (i) to
overcome any insufficiency of the specification due to lack of an
enabling disclosure Or otherwise inadequate disclosure therein, or (ii)
to supplement the original disclosure thereof for the purpose of
interpretation of the scope of any claim. (Amended November 14,
1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 8,89 Stat. 691.)

§ 114. Models, specimens

The Commissioner may require the applicant to furnish a model of
convenient size to exhibit advantageously the several parts of his
invention.

When the invention relates to a composition of matter, the
Commissioner may require the applicant to furnish specimens Or
ingredients for the purpose of inspection or experiment.

§ 115. Oath of applicant

·ThitilppliCilhtshll.llmll.ke·oatlr·that···.·he···believes-himself-to-be-the
original and first inventor of the process, machine, manufacture, Or
composition of matter, or improvement thereof, for which he solicits
a patent; and shall state of what country he is a citizen. Such oath may
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be made before any person within the United States authorized by law
to administer oaths, or, when made in a foreign country, before any
diplomatic or consular officer of the United States authorized to
administer oaths, or before any officer having an official seal and
authoriz~d to ~dminister ?aths. i~ the .. foreim£QJ!!!~ry}!!.Yi9iC)LJhe .•., •.•""'''.

····appliciiiiCfilay .·be;:"W.tiQs~·a.U:thotitij~p~oved ..,by ... certificate--of-ia-:-
.. diplomatic Or consular officer of the United States, Or apostille of an

official designated by a foreign country which, by treaty or COnven-
tion, accords like effect to apostilies of designated officials in the
United States. Such oath is valid if it complies with the laws of the
state Or country where made. When the application is made as
provided in this title by a person other than the inventor, the oath
may be so varied in form that it can be made by him. (Amended Au
gust 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 14(a), % Stat. 321.)

§ 116. Inventors

When an invention is made by two or more persons jointly, they
shall apply for patent jointly and each make the required oath, except
as otherwise provided in this title. Inventors may apply for a patent
jointly even though (1) they did not physically work together or at the
same time, (2) each did not make the same type or amount of
contribution, or (3) each did not make a contribution to the subject
matter of every claim of the patent. (Added November 8, 1984, Public
Law 98-622, sec. 1000a), 98 Stat. 3384.)

If a joint inventor refuses to join in an application for patent or
cannot be found or reached after diligent effort, the application may
be made by the other inventor on behalf of himself and the omitted
inventor. The Commissioner, on proof of the pertinent facts and after
such notice to the omitted inventor as he prescribes, may grant a
patent to the inventor making the application, subject to the same
rights which the omitted inventor would have had if he had been
joined. The omitted inventor may subsequently join in the
application.

Whenever through error a person is named in an application for
patent as the inventor, or through an error an inventor is not named in
an application and such error arose without any deceptive intention
on his part, the Commissioner may permit the application to be
amended accordingly, under such terms as he prescribes. (Amended
August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 6(a), % Stat. 320.)
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§ 117. Death or incapacity of inventor

Legal representatives of deceased inventors and of those under
legal incapacity may make application for patent upon compliance
with the requirements and on the Same terms and conditions applica
ble to the inventor.

§ 118. Filing by other than inventor

Whenever an inventor refuses to execute an application for patent,
Or cannot be found or reached after diligent effort, a person to whom
the inventor has assigned or agreed in writing to assign the invention
Or who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter
justifying such action, may make application for patent on behalf of
and as agent for the inventor on proof of the pertinent facts and a
showing that such action is necessary to preserve the rights of the
parties or to prevent irreparable damage; and the Commissioner may
grant a patent to such inventor upon such notice to him as the
Commissioner deems sufficient, and on compliance with such regula
tions as he prescribes.

§ 119. Benefit of earlier filing date in foreign country; right of
priority

An application for patent for an invention filed in this country by
any person who has, Or whose legal representatives Or assigns have,
previously regularly filed an application for a patent for the same
invention in a foreign country which affords similar privileges in the
case of applications filed in the United States or to citizens of the
United States, shall have the same effect as the same application
would have if filed in this country on the date on which the
application for patent for the same invention was first filed in such
foreign country, if the application in this country is filed within twelve
months from the earliest date on which such foreign application was
filed; but no patent shall be granted on any application for patent for
an invention which had been patented or described in a printed
publication in any country more than one year before the date of the

'""o'""'1l.ctual1iling-of,theappli€ation.in,this,COl\ntry"oL,X'{b,i~J:1~h~2...b~;;!1..a,
public use or on sale in this country more than one yea.r prior to such
filing.

No application for patent shall be entitled to this right of priority
unless a claim therefor and a certified €Opy of the original foreign
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application, specification and drawings upon which it is based are
filed in the Patent and Trademark Office before the patent is granted,
or at such time during the pendency of the application as required by
the Commissioner not earlier than six months after the filing of the
applicationin this country. Such certification shall be made,,~t,Eb~"'''4b...

"''''''.'''patent'office?ftheforei'n'c'thilti iriwhich filed and s ow the.:.£!1ne/2
, '¢e application and of the in of the specification and other
pape.,os. The Commissioner may require a translation of the papers
filed if not in the English language and such other information as he
deems necessary.

In like manner and subject to the same conditions and reqUire
ments, the right provided in this section may be based upon a
subsequent regularly filed application in the same foreign country
instead of the first filed foreign application, provided that any foreign
application filed prior to such subsequent application has been
withdrawn, abandoned, or otherwise disposed of, without having
been laid open to public inspection and without leaving any rights
outstanding, and has not served, nor thereafter shall serve, as a basis
for claiming a right of priority.

Applications for inventors' certificates filed in a foreign country in
which applicants have a right to apply, at their discretion, either for a
patent or for an inventor's certificate shall be treated in this country in
the same manner and have the same effect for purpose of the right of
priority under this section as applications for patents, subject to the
same conditions and requirements of this section as apply to applica
tions for patents, provided such applicants are entitled to the benefits
of the Stockholm Revision of the Paris Convention at the time of
such filing. (Amended October 3, 1%1, Public Law 87-333, sec. 1, 75
Stat. 748; July 28, 1972, Public Law 92-358, sec. 1, 86 Stat. 502; and
January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-5%, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 120. Benefit of earlier filing date in the United States

An application for patent for an invention disclosed in the manner
provided by the first paragraph of section 112 of this title in an
application previously filed in the United States, or as provided by
section 363 of this title, which is filed by an inventor or inventors
named in the previously filedapplication shall have the same effect, as
to such invention, as though filed on the date of the prior application,
if filed before the patenting or abandonment of or termination of
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proceedings on the first application Or on an application similarly
entitled to the benefit of the filing date of the first application and if
it contains Or is amended to contain a specific reference to the earlier
filed application. (Amended November 14, 1975, Public Law 94-131,
sec. 9, 89 Stat. 691; November 8, 1984, Public Law 98-622, sec. 1000b),
98 Stat. 3385.)

§ 121. Divisional applications

If two or more independent and distinct inventions are claimed in
one application, the Commissioner may require the application to be
restricted to one of the inventions. If the other invention is made the
subject of a divisional application which complies with the require.
ments of section 120 of this title it shall be entitled to the benefit of
the filing date of the original application. A patent issuing on an
application with respect to which a requirement for restriction under
this section has been made, or on an application filed as a result of
such a requirement, shall not be used as a reference either in the
Patent and Trademark Office or in the courts against a divisional
application or against the original application or any patent issued on
either of them, if the divisional application is filed before the issuance
of the patent on the other application. If a divisional application is di
rected solely to subject matter described and claimed in the original
application as filed, the Commissioner may dispense with signing and
execution by the inventor. The validity of a patent shall not be
questioned for failure of the Commissioner to require the application
to be restricted to one invention. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public
Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 122. Confidential status of applications

Applications for patents shall be kept in confidence by the Patent
and Trademark Office and no information concerning the same given
without authority of the applicant or owner unless necessary to carry
out the provisions of any Act of Congress or in such special
circumstances as may be determined by the Commissioner. (Amended

2, 1975, Public Law 93·596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

CHAPTER 12 - EXAMINATION OF ApPLICATION

soc.
131. Examination of application.
132. Notice of rejection; reexamination.
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133. Time for prosecuting application.
134. Appeal to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences.
135. Interferences.

§ 131. Examination of application

~"""''0::he:E?l\1l\1iSSidriet's~all"ca:'i~e''an':examiFai[QP'",iQ':r;~"'riJ:;d~':;£,:;h;:'"'"""""
application and the allegedne~ i";venti~n;a;dif on ~~ch examination
it appears that the applicant is entitled to a patent under the law, the
Commissioner shall issue a patent therefor.

§ 132. Notice ,of rejection; reexamination

Whenever, on examination, any claim for a patent is rejected, or
any objection or requirement made, the Commissioner shall notify the
applicant thereof, stating the reasons for such rejection, or objection
or requirement, together with such information and references as may
be useful in judging of the propriety of continuing the prosecution of
his application; and if after receiving such notice, the applicant
persists in his claim for a patent, with or without amendment, the
application shall be reexamined. No amendment shall introduce new
matter into the disclosure of the invention.

§ 133. Time for prosecuting applicarion

Upon failure of the applicant, to prosecute the application within
six months after any action therein, of which notice has been given or
mailed to the applicant, or within such shorter time, not less than
thirty days, as fixed by the' Commissioner in such action, the
application shall be regarded as abandoned by the parties thereto,
unless it be shown to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that such
delay was unavoidable.

§ 134. Appeal to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences

An applicant for a patent, any of whose claims has been twice
rejected, may appeal from the decision of the primary examiner to the
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences, having once paid the fee
for such appeal. (Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law 98-622, sec.
204(b), 98 Stat. 3388.)

§ 135. Interferences

(a) Whenever an application is made for a patent which, in the
opinion of the Commissioner, would interfere with any pending
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application, or with any unexpired patent, an interference may be
declared and the Commissioner shall give notice of such declaration
to the applicants, Or applicant and patentee, as the Case may be. The
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences shall determine questions
of priority of the inventions and may determine questions of patent
ability. Any final decision, if adverse to the claim of an applicant, shall
constitute the final refusal by the Patent and Trademark Office of the
claims involved, and the Commissioner may issue a patent to the
applicant who is adjudged the prior inventor. A final judgment
adverse to a patentee from which no appeal or other review has been
or Can be taken Or had shall constitute cancellation of the claims
involved in the patent, and notice of such cancellation shall be
endorsed On copies of the patent distributed after such cancellation
by the Patent and Trademark Office. (Amended November 8, 1984,
Public Law 98-622, sec. 202, 98 Stat. 3386.)

(b) A claim which is the same as, or for the same or substantially
the same subject matter as, a claim of an issued patent may not be
made in any application unless such a claim is made prior to one year
from the date on which the patent was granted.

(c) Any agreement or understanding between parties to an interfer
ence, including any collateral agreements referred ro therein, made in
connection with or in contemplation of the termination of the
interference, shall be in writing and a true copy thereof filed in the
Patent and Trademark Office before the termination of the interfer
ence as between the said parties to the agreement or understanding. If
any party filing the same so requests, the copy shall be kept separate
from the file of the interference, and made available only to Govern
ment agencies On written request, or to any person on a showing of
good cause. Failure to file the copy of such agreement or understand
ing shall render permanently unenforceable such agreement or under
standing and any patent of such parties involved in the interference or
any patent subsequently issued on any application of such parties so
involved. The Commissioner may, however, on a showing of good
cause for failure to file within the time prescribed, permit the filing of
the agreement or understanding during the six-month period subse-

...•..•..•. quentfofhefermirliiti6ri6fthe···irttetfetenceas··berween-theparties-to
the agreement or understanding.

The Commissioner shall give notice to the parties or their attorneys
of record, a reasonable time prior to said termination, of the filing re
quirement of this section. If the Commissioner gives such notice at a
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later time, irrespective of the right to file such agreement or under
standing within the six-month period on a showing of good cause,
the parties may file such agreement or understanding within sixty days
of the receipt of such notice.

Any .discretion~ry .a~tiolu~L!b~.S::Q.'!!!!l.issiQn~r.undeL.this.subse~-••.•:.:.•..
..·····tl()li:sha}[~~r:~vie;V;ble=undersection...·.l0 .•of.the··Administrative·· ..... ' .

Procedure Act. (Amended October 15, 1962, Public Law 87-831, 76
Stat. 958; and January 2,1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1,88 Stat. 1949.)

(d) Parties to a patent interference, within such time as may be
specified by the Commissioner by regulation, may determine such
contest Or any aspect thereof by arbitration. Such arbitration shall be
governed by the provisions of title 9 to the extent such title is not in
consistent with this section. The parties shall give notice of any
arbitration award to the Commissioner, and such award shall, as
between the parties to the arbitration, be dispositive of the issues to
which it relates. The arbitration award shall be unenforceable until
such notice is given. Nothing in this subsection shall preclude the
Commissioner from determining patentability of the invention in
volved in the interference. (Added November 8, 1984, Public Law 98
622, sec. 105, 98 Stat. 3385.)

CHAPTER 13 - REVIEW OF PATENT AND TRADEMARK

OFFICE DECISION

SEC

141. Appeal to Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.
142. Notice of appeal.
143. Proceediugs on appeal.
144. Decision on appeal.
145. Civil action to obtain patent.
146. Civil action in case of interference.

§ 141. Appeal ro Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

An applicant dissatisfied with the decision in an appeal to the
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences under section 134 of this
title may appeal the decision to the United States Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit. By filing such an appeal the applicant waives
his or her right to proceed under section 145 of this title. A party to

an interference dissatisfied with the decision of the Board of Patent
Appeals and Interferences on the interference may appeal the decision
to the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, but
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such appeal shall be dismissed if any adverse party ro such interfer
ence, wirhin twenty days after the appellant has filed notice of appeal
in accordance with section 142 of this title, files notice with the'
Commissioner that the party elects to have all further proceedings
conducted as provided in section 146 of this title. If the applicant
does not, within thirty days after filing of such notice by the adverse
party, file a civil action under section 146, the decision appealed from
shall govern the further proceedings in the case. (Amended November
8, 1984, Public Law 98-622, sec. 203(a), 98 Stat. 3387.)

§ 142. Notice of appeal

When an appeal is taken to the United States Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit, the appellant shall file in the Patent and Trade
mark Office a written notice of appeal directed to the Commissioner,
within such time after the date of the decision from which the appeal
is taken as the Commissioner prescribes, but in no case less than 60
days after that date. (Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law 98·620,
sec. 414(a), 98 Stat. 3363.)

§ 143. Proceedings on appeal

With respect to an appeal described in section 142 of this title, the
Commissioner shall transmit to the United States Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit a certified list of the documents comprising the
record in the Patent and Trademark Office. The court may request
that the Commissioner forward the original or certified copies of such
documents during pendency of the appeal. In an ex parte case, the
Commissioner shall submit to the court in writing the grounds for the
decision of the Patent and Trademark Office, addressing all the issues
involved in the appeal. The court shall, before hearing an appeal, give
notice of the time and place of the hearing to the Commissioner and
the parties in the appeal. (Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law
98-620, sec. 414(a), 98 Stat. 3363.)

§ 144. Decision on appeal

'" The'UiiitedSmes'Court"·ofAppeals·forthe·Federa["Circuit.shalL
reviewthe decision fromwhith an appeal is taken on the record
before the Patent and Trademark Office. Upon its determination the
court shall issue its mandate and opinion, which shall be entered of
record in the Patent and Trademark Office and shall govern the
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further proceedings in the case. (Amended November 8, 1984, Public
, noL'ln A1A( \ ......8~· . -_/_,
~aw 70-0~V, sec. '-u~a), ':J"rar. jj{)j.)

§ 145. Civil action to obtain patent

An applicant.dissatisfi~~L:'Yj!hc~h"~cg~Sisig!!gL!hecJI-9!!Idc..QLPatent~""~.,."•. ,,
·::::::":;t\.pp:e·aT~:~gdj;;ted-et;;;Zes .. in .an.appeal ..under section 134 of this title"'· .

may, unless appeal has been taken to the United States Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit, have remedy by civil action against
the Commissioner in the United States District Court for the District
of Columbia if commenced within such time after such decision, not
less than sixty days, as the Commissioner appoints. The court may
adjudge that such applicant is entitled to receive a patent for his
invention, as specified in any of his claims involved in the decision of
the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences, as the facts in the case
may appear and such adjudication shall authorize the Commissioner
to issue such patent on compliance with the requirements of law. All
the expenses of the proceedings shall be paid by the applicant.
(Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law 98-622, sec. 203(b), 98 Stat.
3387.)

§ 146. Civil action in case of interference

Any party to an interference dissatisfied with the decision of the
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences, may have remedy by civil
action, if commenced within such time after such decision, not less
than sixty days, as the Commissioner appoints or as provided in
section 141 of this title, unless he has appealed to the United States
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, and such appeal is pending
or has been decided. In such suits the record in the Patent and
Trademark Office shall be admitted on motion of either party upon
the terms and conditions as to costs, expenses, and the further cross
examination of the witnesses as the court imposes, without prejudice
to the right of the parties to take further testimony. The testimony
and exhibits of the record in the Patent and Trademark Office when
admitted shall have the same effect as if originally taken and
produced in the suit.

Such suit may be instituted against the party in interest as shown
by the records of the Patent and Trademark Office at the time of the
decision complained of, but any party in interest may become a party
to the action. If there be adverse parties residing in a plurality of
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districts not embraced within the same state, or an adverse party
residing in a foreign country, the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia shall have jurisdiction and may issue summons
against the adverse parties directed to the marshal of any district in
which any adverse party resides. Summons against adverse parties
residing in foreign countries may be served by publication or
otherwise as the court directs. The Commissioner shall not be a
necessary party but he shall be notified of the filing of the suit by the
clerk of the court in which it is filed and shall have the right to inter
vene.Judgment of the court in favor of the right of an applicant to a
patent shall authorize the Commissioner to issue such patent on the
filing in the Patent and Trademark Office of a certified copy of the
judgment and on compliance with the requirements of law. (Amend
ed January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949; April 2,
1982, Public Law 97-164, sec. 163, 96 Stat. 49; November 8, 1984,
Public Law 98-622, sec. 203(c), 98 Stat. 3387.)

CHAPTER 14 - ISSUE OF PATENT

SEC.

151. Issue of patent.
152. issue of patent to assignee.
153. How issued.
154. Contents and term of patent.
155. Patent term extension.
155A. Patent term restoration.
156. Extension of patent term.
157. .Statutory invention registration.

§ 151. Issue of patent

If it appears that applicant is entitled to a patent under the law, a
written notice of allowance of the application shall be given or mailed
to the applicant. The notice shall specify a sum, constituting the issue
fee or a portion thereof, which shall be paid within three months
thereafter.

.Upon payment... of.this...sumthe.patenrsballjss\le,P\lt..if.paYffie.mjs.
not timely made, the application shall be regarded as abandoned..

Any remaining balance of the issue fee shall be paid within three
months from the sending of a notice thereof and, if not paid, the pat
ent shall lapse at the termination of this three-month period. In
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calculating the amount of a remaining balance, charges for a page or
less may be disregarded.

If any payment required by this section is not timely made, but is
submitted with the fee for delayed payment and the delay in payment
is shownto.h~ve ...b~enunavoidable, it .l!laybeaccepted. by the

·~""·"·e?:l!ll!lis~i?:~er~sf~?:(j~~~~·~~a~51§iiiii~iit(irl~R~~:6i.9.~Yit.QS£:~ii~J:::·..:·.::·
. (Amended July 24, 1%5, Public Law 89-83, sees. 4 and 6, 79 Stat. 260;

and January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-601, sec. 3, 88 Stat. 1956.)

§ 152. Issue of parent to assignee

Patents may be granted to the assignee of the inventor of record in
the Patent and Trademark Office, upon the application made and the
specification sworn to by the inventor, except as otherwise provided
in this title. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88
Stat. 1949.)

§ 153. How issued

Patents shall be issued in the name of the United States of
America, under the seal of the Patent and Trademark Office, and shall
be signed by the Commissioner or have his signature placed thereon
and attested by an officer of the Patent and Trademark Office
designated by the Commissioner, and shall be recorded in the Patent
and Trademark Office. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596,
sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 154. Contents and term of patent

Every patent shall contain a short title of the invention and a grant
to the patentee, his heirs or assigns, for the term of seventeen years,
subject to the payment of issue fees as provided for in this title, of the
right to exclude others from making, using, or selling the invention
throughout the United States, referring to the specification for the
particulars thereof. A copy of the specification and drawings shall be
annexed to the patent and be a part thereof. (Amended July 24, 1965,

Public Law 89-83, sec. 5, 79 Stat. 261; December 12, 1980, Public Law
96-517, sec. 4, 94 Stat. 3018.)

§ 155. Patent term extension

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 154, the term of a patent
which encompasses within its scope a composition of matter or a
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process for using such composltlon shall be extended if such
composition or process has been subjected to a regulatory review by
the Federal Food and Drug Administration pursuant to the Federal
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act leading to the publication of regula.
tion permitting the interstate distribution and sale of such composi
tion or process and for which there has thereafter been a stay of
regulation of approval imposed pursuant to Section 409 of the Federal
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, which stay was in effect on January 1,
1981, by a length of time to be measured from the date such stay of
regulation of approval was imposed until such proceedings are finally
resolved and commercial marketing permitted. The patentee, his heirs,
successors or assigns shall notify the Commissioner of Patents and
Trademarks within 90 days of the date of enactment of this section or
the date the stay of regulation of approval has been removed,
whichever is later, of the number of the patent to be extended and the
date the stay was imposed and the date commercial marketing was
permitted. On receipt of such notice, the Commissioner shall prompt
ly issue to the owner of record of the patent a certificate of extension,
under seal, stating the fact and length of the extension and identifying
the composition of matter or process for using such composition to
which such extension is applicable. Such certificate shall be recorded
in the official file of each patent extended and such certificate shall be
considered as part of the original patent, and an appropriate notice
shall be published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trade
mark Office. (Amended January 4, 1983, Public Law 97-414, 96 Stat.
2065.)

§ 155A. Parent term restoration

(a) Notwithstanding section 154 of this title, the term of each of
the following patents shall be extended in accordance with this
section:

(1) Any patent which encompasses within its scope a composi
tion of matter which is a new drug product, if during the
regulatory review of the product by the Federal Food and Drug

~~••..•~.~Administration.._.~~..~~~. ....•....••.. ...••.••..~•.•.••~~~.

(A) the Federal Food and DrugAdministration notified the
patentee, by letter dated February 20, 1976, that such product's
new drug application was not approvable under section 505(bX1)
of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act;
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(B) in 1977 the patentee submitted to the Federal Food and
Drug Administration the results of. a health effects test to
evaluate the carcinogenic potential of such product;

(C) the Federal Food and Drug Administration approved, by
letter dated December 18, 1979, the new

Food and Drug Administration approved, by
letter dated May 26, 1981, a supplementary application covering
the facility for the production of such product.
(2) Any patent which encompasses within its scope a process for

using the composition described in paragraph (1).
(b) The term of any patent described in subsection (a) shall be

extended for a period equal to the period beginning February 20,
1976, and ending May 26, 1981, and such patent shall have the effect
as if originally issued with such extended term.

(c) The patentee of any patent described in subsection (a) of this
section shall, within ninety days after the date of enactment of this
section, notify the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks of the
number of any patent so extended. On receipt of such notice, the
Commissioner shall confirm such extension by placing a notice
thereof in the official file of such patent and publishing an appropri
ate notice of such extension in the Official Gazette of the Patent and
Trademark Office. (Added October 13, 1983, Public Law 98-127, sec.
4(a), 97 Stat. 832.)

§156. Extension of patent term

(a) The term of a patent which claims a product, a method of using
a product, or a method of manufacturing a product shall be extended
in accordance with this section from the original expiration date of
the patent if-

(1) the term of the patent has not expired before an application
is submitted under subsection (d) for its extension;

(2) the term of the patent has never been extended;
(3) an application for extension is submitted by the owner of

record of the patent or its agent and in accordance with the
requirements of subsection (d);

f)jj{ /l (4) the product has been subject to a regulatory review period
'If' 1before its commercial marketing or use;

. (5XA) except as provided in subparagraph (B), the permission for
the commercial marketing or use of the product after such
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regulatory review period is the first permitted commercial mar
keting or use of the product under the provision of law under
which such regulatory review period occurred; or

(B) in the case of a patent which claims a method of
manufacturing the product which primarily uses recombinant
DNA technology in the manufacture of the product, the
permission for the commercial marketing or use of the product
after such regulatory review period is the first permitted com
mercial marketing or use of a product manufactured under the
process claimed in the patent.

The product referred to in paragraphs (4) and (5) is hereinafter in this
section referred to as the "approved product".

(b) The rights derived from any patent the term of which is
extended under this section shall during the period during which the
patent is extended -

(1) in the case of a patent which claims a product, be limited to
any use approved for the approved product before the expiration
of the term of the patent under the provision of law under which
the applicable regulatory review occurred;

(2) in the case of a patent which claims a method of using a
product, be limited to any use claimed by the patent and approved
for the approved product before the expiration of the term of the
patent under the provision of law under which the applicable

. regulatory review occurred; and
- '\3nn-d-,ecaseofapatentwhlC!:;aalmsamernod offfi"nuf"Cttii';--
ing a product, be limited to the method of manufacturing as used
to make the approved product.
(c) The term of a patent eligible for extension under subsection (a)

shall be extended by the time equal to the regulatory review period
for the approved product which period occurs after the date the
patent is issued, except that -

(1) each period of the regulatory review period shall be reduced
by any period determined under subsection (dX2XB) during which
the applicant for the patent extension did not act with due
diligence during such period of the regulatory review period;

.··.._-_....._-~._-_ ..(2)..after-any-reduction ...required-by ..paragraph..(l),...the....period..of.,
'" extension shall include onlyone-halfofrhe -tirne remaining' in the

periods described in paragraphs (1XBXi), (2XBXi), and (3XBXi) of
subsection (g);
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(3) if the period remaining in the term of a patent after the date
of the approval of the approved product under the provision of law
under which such regulatory review occurred when added to the
regulatory review period as revised under paragraphs (1) and (2)
exceeds fourteen years, the period of extension shall be reduced so

"C"""C~~",""that4he'total"of"both"such'periodscdoes"notCexceed"fdtfrteetryeltf~;"""='""""""'"''and ' , .

(4) in no event shall more than one patent be extended for the
same regulatory review period for any product.
(dX1) To obtain an extension of the term of a patent under this sec
tion, the owner of record of the patent or its agent shall submit an
application to the Commissioner. Such an application may only be
submitted within the sixty-day period beginning On the date the
product received permission under the provision of law under
which the applicable regulatory review period occurred for com
mercial marketing or use. The application shall contain ~

(A) the identity of the approved product and the Federal
statute under which regulatory review occurred;

(B) the identity of the patent for which an extension is being
sought and the identity of each claim of such patent which
claims the approved product or a method of using Or manufac
turing the approved product;

(C) information to enable the Commissioner to determine
under subsections (a) and (b) the eligibility of a patent for
extension and the rights that will be derived from the extension
and information to enable the Commissioner and the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to determine the period of the
extension under subsection (g);

(D) a brief description of the activities undertaken by the
applicant during the applicable regulatory review period with
respect to the approved product and the significant dates
applicable to such activities; and

(E) such patent or other information as the Commissioner
may require.
(2XA) Within sixty days of the submittal of an application for
extension of the term of a patent under paragraph (1), the
Commissioner shall notify the Secretary of Health and Human
Services if the patent claims any human drug product, a medical
device, or a food additive or color additive or a method of using
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or manufacturing such a product, device, Or additive and if the
product, device, and additive are subject to the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act, of the extension application and shall
submit to the Secretary a copy of the application. Not later than
thirty days after the receipt of an application from the Commis
sioner, the Secretary shall review the dates contained in the
application pursuant to paragraph (lXe) and determine the
applicable regularory review period, shall notify the Commis
sioner of the determination, and shall publish in the Federal
Register a notice of such determination.

(BXi) If a petition is submirted to the Secretary under
subparagraph (A), not later than one hundred and eighty days
after the publication of the determination under subparagraph
(A), upon which it may reasonably be determined that the
applicant did not act with due diligence during the applicable
regularory review period, the Secretary shall, in accordance
with regulations promulgated by the Secretary determine if
the applicant acted with due diligence during the applicable
regulatory review period. The Secretary shall make such
determination not later than ninety days after the receipt of
such a petition. The Secretary may not delegate the authority
to make the determination prescribed by this subparagraph to
an office below the Office of the Commissioner of Food and
Drugs.

(ii) The Secretary shall notify the Commissioner 01 the
determination and shall publish in the Federal Register a
notice of such determination together with the factual and
legal basis for such determination. Any interested person' may
request, within the sixty-day period beginning on the publica
tion of a determination, the Secretary to hold an informal
hearing on the determination. If such a request is made within
'such period, the Secretary shall hold such hearing not later
than thirty days after the date of the request, or at the request
of the person making the request, not later than sixty days
'after such date. The Secretary shall provide notice of the'

..•c~~•••c~.~ ••_.·_ih~_:;Ei~g_.._t_?__!h;__.'?:Y.~!'?f_!h;_£~!;~_t.._!~.~?I~~.~_~.e~_!?~~eI
1nterested person and provide .the, owner and any interested
Frson an opportunity to participate in the hearing. Within
fhirty days after the completion of the hearing, the Secretary
shall affirm or revise the determination which was the subject

40



of the hearing and notify the Commissioner of any revision of
the determination and shall publish any such revision in the
Federal Register.

(3) For the purposes of paragraph (2XB), the term "due dili-
gence" means that degree of attention, continuous directed effort,

""""""""~"and,,timeliness4C'as"'maY-"reasonably-'be"'expected"fl'orn;"ahd"'al'e"~"""-"""'"

ordinarilyexercised by, apersoiidUfirig iregUlator¥reviewperloa:
(4) An application for the extension of the term of a patent is

subject to the disclosure requirements prescribed by the
Commissioner.
(eXl) A determination thata pate'!.t is eligible for extension may be
made by the Commissioner solelyon thebasis ofthe representa
tions contained in the applic~tiQnfo~'theexte;'sion: Ifthe Commis
sionerideterrnines that a patent is eligible for extension under
subsection (a) ana"'tnat therequired>ents of subsection (d) have
been complied with, the Commissioner shall issue to theapplicant
for, the extension of the term 'of the patent'~ certificate of
extension, under seal, for the period prescribed by subsection (c).
Such certificate shall be recorded in the official file of the patent
and ihall be considered as part of the original patent.

(2) If the term of a patent for which an application has been sub
mitted under subsection (d) would expire before a certificate of
extension is issued or denied under paragraph (1) respecting the
application, the Commissioner shall extend, until such determina
tion is made, the term of the patent for periods of up to one year if
he determines that the patent is eligible for extension.
(f) For purposes of this section:

(1) The term "product" means:
(A) A human drug product.
(B) Any medical device, food additive, or color additive

subject to regulation under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos
metic Act.
(2) The term "human drug product" means the active ingredient

of a new drug, antibiotic drug, or human biological product (as
those terms are used in the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
and the Public Health Service Act) including any salt or ester of the
active ingredient, as a single entity Or in combination with another
active ingredient.

(3) The term "major health or environmental effects test" means
a test which is reasonably related to the evaluation of the health or
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environmental effects of a product, which requires at least six
months to conduct, and the data from which is submitted to
receive permission for commercial marketing Ot use. Periods of
analysis or evaluation of test results are not to be included in
determining if the conduct of a test required at least six months.

(4XA) Any reference to section 351 is a reference to section 351
of the Public Health Service Act.

(B) Any reference to section 503, 505, 507, or 515 is a reference
to section 503, 505, 507, or 515 of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act.
(5) The term "informal hearing" has the meaning prescribed for

such term by section 201(y) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act.

(6)The term "patent" means a patent issued by the United States
Patent and Trademark Office.

~. (g) For purposes of this section, the t..e.rm ".re15.'!latory revi~w_r- period" has the following meanings: .' ··.C - /

" "'\1XA) In the case ofaproduct which is a hu~an drug pr9duct,
the term means the period described-in.subparagraph (B) to
which the limitationdescribed in paragraph{4) applies. .

(B) The regulatory review period, for a human drug product is, .

the sum of -:-:- ~~/

(i) the period beginning on the date an e"em1ti2n~u~
subsection' (i) of section 505 or sUbsection~(dfo-rsection 507
became effective for the approved human-drug product and
ending on the date an application was initially submitted for
such drug product under section 351, 505, or 507, and

(ii) the period beginning on the date the application was
initially submitted for the approved human drug product

; under section 351, subsection (b) of section 505, or section
\'.;.i*07 and ending on the date such application was approved
\"/ under such section.
\j (2XA) In the case of a produce which is a food additive or color

additive, the term means the period described in subparagraph
(B) to which th~limitation described in paragraph (4) applies.

(B) The regulatory review period for a food or color additive
.."isfhesumor=

(i)the!,~r;ocl b~giflfli~g o~the c1~te a t'n"jor h~~fth ot
environmental effects test on the additive was initiated and
ending on the date a petition was initially submitted with
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respect to the product under the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act requesting the issuance of a regulation for use
of the product, and

(ii) the period beginning on the date a petition was initiaiiy
submitted with respect to the product under the Federal

~~~~::~":'~~":FooCl::))ru~~:a~(rf~siD.etiC~...ct~"ri@lestingX~~:iss~~li'S]~§fr~~""~~~
regulation for use of the product, and ending on the date
such regulation became effective or, if objections were filed
to such regulation, ending on the date such objections were
resolved and commercial marketing was permitted or, if
commercial marketing was permitted and later revoked pend
ing further proceedings as a result 6f such objections, ending
on the date such proceedings were finaiiy resolved and
commercial marketing was permitted.

(3XA) In the case of a product which is a medical device, the
term means the period described in subparagraph (B) to which
the limitation described in paragraph (4) applies.

(B) The regulatory review period for a medical device is the
sum of-

(i) the period beginning on the date a clinical investigation
on humans involving the device was begun and ending on the
date an application was initiaiiy submitted with respect to the
device under section 515, and

(ii) the period beginning on the date an application was
initiaiiy submitted with respect to the device under section
515 and ending on the date such application was approved
under such Act or the period beginning on the date a notice
of completion of a product development protocol was initial
ly submitted under section 515(f)(5) and ending on the date
the protocol was declared completed under section 515(f)(6).

,I: (4) A peri,od determin,ed under any of the preceding paragraph~
l'fZ is subject 'to the foiiowing limitations:

'--%)If the patent involved was issued after t,he date of the
enactrrren.(~fthi~.s~ction, the period of extension determined on'
the basis of'theJ!gulato'ry review period determined under any
such paragraph maY'iior-exeeeclJi.\1.e:year.s.
" (B) If the patent involved wa~' iS~R;d~fb~e the date of the, ~
e~aetmeitt ofthis section ~nd -. r '/1'

(i) no request-for ari' exemption described in paragraph " l:l
, .. ~ /'. , \ 1""''___
'(IXB) was submitted, r-. / '\ '> I. !
\ '
i

'\i ,
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1"-'1' --

(ii) no major health or .environrnental effec~ :est described
in paragraph (2) was'initiated and no petition for a regulation
or application for registration described in such paragraph

was submitted, or ....•••••••• . / (0' eJ\ ~
(iii) no clinical investigation described in paragraph (3) was

begun or product develqpment protocol described in such
paragraph was submitted, "'-. .

before such date for' the approved product the period of
extension determined on the basis of the regulatory review
period determined under any such paragraph may not exceed
five years.

(C) If the patent involved was issued before the date of the
enactment of this section and if an action described in subpara
graph (B) was taken before the,clate Of enactment ofthis section ". i
with itespect to the'approved product and the colnmer6al~
marketing or use of the producthas not been approved, before
such date, the period of extension determined on the basis of
the regulatory revie~l period determined 'under such paragraph
may not exceed two years. .

(h) The Commissioner may establish such fees as the Commissioner
determines appropriate to cover the costs to the Office of receiving
and acting upon applications under this section. (Added September
24, 1984, Public Law 98-417, sec. 201, 98 Stat. 1598.)

§ 157. Statutory invention registration

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, the Commis
sioner is authorized to publish a statutory invention registration
containing the specification and drawings of a regularly filed applica
tion for a patent without examination if the applicant -

(1) meets the requirements of section 112 of this title;
(2) has complied with the requirements for printing, as set forth

in regulations of the Commissioner;
(3) waives the right to receive a patent on the invention within

i such period as may be prescribed by the Commissioner; and
I ~ ~ ~~_ ~ ~_.(~) pays application, publication and other processing fees
I ~~ ~. established by the CommIssioner.-~-· ~ ..~.... ~ ....
i If an interference is declared with respect to such an application, a

statutory invention registration may not be published unless the issue
of priority of invention is finally determined in favor of the applicant.
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(b) The waiver under subsection (aX3) of this section by an
applicant shall take effect upon publication of the statutory invention
.registration.

(c) A statutory invention registration published pursuant to this
section shall have all of the attributes specified for patents in this title

c"c.·'e~t:~tt~~$~:s~~~i~t'~·:i~~$e~li()'I1~~3::~~~~S~Sfi~~r~i'!:tFir()g&~:2~~.·2f·c .c c.
.... . this title. Asiatutory inven.tion registration. shalll1.oc h~~eaI1.Yofthe

attributes specified for patents in any other provision of law other
than this title. A statutory invention registration published pursuant to
this section shall give appropriate notice to the public, pursuant to
regulations which the Commissioner shall issue, of the preceding
provisions of this subsection. The invention with respect to which a
statutory invention certificate is published is not a patented invention
for purposes of section 292 of this title.

(d) The Secretary of Commerce shall report to the Congress
annually on the use of statutory invention registrations. Such report
shall include an assessment of the degree to which agencies of the
federal government are making use of the statutory invention registra
tion system, the degree to which it aids the management of federally
developed technology, and an assessment of the cost savings to the
Federal Government of the use of such procedures. (Added Novem
ber 8, 1984, Public Law 98-622, sec. 102, 98 Stat. 3383.)

CHAPTER 15 - PLANT PATENTS

SEC

161. Patents for plants.
162. Description, claim.
163. Grant.
164. Assistance of Department of Agriculture.

§ 161. Patents for plants

Whoever invents or discovers and asexually reproduces any distinct
and new variety of plant, including cultivated sportS, mutants, hy
brids, and newly found seedlings, other than a tuber propagated plant
Or a plant found in an uncultivated state, may obtain a patent
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title.
(Amended September 3, 1954, 68 Stat. 1190.)

The provisions of this title relating to patents for inventions shall
apply to patents for plants, except as otherwise provided.
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§ 162. Description, claim

No plant patent shall be declared invalid for noncompliance with
section 112 of this title if the description is as complete as is
reasonably possible.

The claim in the specification shall be in formal terms to the plant
shown and described.

§ 163. Grant

In the case of a plant patent the grant shall be of the right to ex
clude others from asexually reproducing the plant or selling or using
the plant so reproduced.

§ 164. Assistance of Department of Agriculture

The President may by Executive order direct the Secretary of
Agriculture, in accordance with the requests of the Commissioner, for
the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this title with
respect to plants (1) to furnish available information of the Depart
ment of Agriculture, (2) ro conduct through the appropriate bureau Or
division of the Department research upon special problems, or (3) to
detail to the Commissioner officers and employees of the
Department.

CHAPTER 16 - DES1GNS

Soc

171. Patents for designs.
172. Right of priority.
173. Term of design patent.

§ 171. Patents for designs

Whoever invents any new, original and ornamental design for an
article of manufacture may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the
conditions and requirements of this title.

The provisions of this title relating to patents for inventions shall
apply to patents for designs, except as otherwise provided.

The right of priority provided for by section 119 of this title' and
the time specified in section 102(d) shall be six months in the case of
designs.
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§ 173. Term of design patent

Patents for designs shall be granted for the term of fourteen years.
(Amended August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 16, % Stat. 321.)

..•._~.... ~ •.•CHAETER•.l7..-.SECREC"..OF..CER'IAIN ..!N\<EN:rIONS.AND ·PILING·
ApPLICA'IIONS IN FOREIGN COUN'IRIES

SEC

181. Secrecy of certain inventions and withholding of patent.
182. Abandonment of invention for unauthorized disclosure.
183. Right to compensation.
184. Filing of application in foreign country.
185. Patent barred for filing without license.
186. Penalty.
187. Nonapplicability to certain persons.
188. Rules and regulations, delegation of power.

§ 181. Secrecy of certain inventions and withholding of patent

Whenever publication or disclosure by the grant of a patent on an
invention in which the Government has a property interest might, in
the opinion of the head of the interested Government agency, be
detrimental to the national security, the Commissioner upon being so
notified shall order that the invention be kept secret and shall
withhold the gtant of a patent therefor under the conditions set forth
hereinafter.

Whenever the publication or disclosure of an invention by the
granting of a patent, in which the Government does not have a
property interest, might, in the opinion of the Commissioner, be
detrimental to the national security, he shall make the application for
patent in which such invention is disclosed available for inspection to
the Atomic Energy Commission, the Secretary of Defense, and the
chief officer of any other department or agency of the Government
designated by the President as a defense agency of the United States.

Each individual to whom the application is disclosed shall sign a
dated acknowledgment thereof, which acknowledgment shall be
entered in the file of the application. If, in the opinion of the Atomic
Energy Commission, the Secretary of a Defense Department, or the
chief officer of another department or agency so designated, the
publication or disclosure of the invention by the granting of a patent
therefor would be detrimental to the national security, the Atomic
Energy Commission, the Secretary of a Defense Department, or such
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other chief officer shall notify the Commissioner and the Commis
sioner shall order that the invention be kept secret and shall withhold
the grant of a patent for such period as the national interest requires,
and notify the applicant thereof. Upon proper showing by the head of
the department Or agency who caused the secrecy order to be issued
that the examination of the application might jeopardize the national
interest, the Commissioner shall thereupon maintain the application in
a sealed condition and notify the applicant thereof. The owner of an
application which has been placed under a secrecy order shall have a
right to appeal from the order to the Secretary of Commerce under
rules prescribed by him.

An invention shall not be ordered kept secret and the grant of a
patent withheld for a period of more than one year. The Commission
er shall renew the order at the end thereof, or at the end of any renew
al period, for additional periods of one year upon notification by the
head of the department or the chief officer of the agency who caused
the order to be issued that an affirmative determination has been
made that the national interest continues so to require. An order in ef
fect, Or issued, during a time when the United States is at war, shall
remain in effect for the duration of hostilities and one year following
cessation of hostilities. An order in effect, or issued, during a national
emergency declared by the President shall remain in effect for the
duration of the national emergency and six months thereafter. The
Commissioner may rescind any order upon notification by the heads
of the departments and the chief officers of the agencies who caused
the order to be issued that the publication or disclosure of the
invention is no longer deemed detrimental to the national security.

§ 182. Abandonment of invention for unauthorized disclosure

The invention disclosed in an application for patent subject to an
order made pursuant to section 181 of this title may be held
abandoned upon its being established by the Commissioner that in
violation of said order the invention has been published Ot disclosed
or that an application for a patent therefor has been filed in a foreign

..•..•.Wl,lntry....by.. the...itlv.ep,~gJ,.hi.~ ...~I,l~~e~§g% ....~.~.~ig!.'~, ....gJ...1eg~lEePJe.~e!.'t~...... .
tives, or anyone in privity with him or them, without the consent of
the Commissioner. The abandonment shall be held to have occurred
as of the time of violation. The consent of the Commissioner shall
not be given without the Concurrence of the heads of the departments
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and the chief officers of the agencies who caused the order to be is
sued. A holding of abandonment shall constitute forfeiture by the
applicant, his successors, assigns, or legal representatives, Ot anyone in
privity with him or them, of all claims against the United States based
upon such invention.

§ 183. Right to compensation

An applicant, his successors, assigns, or legal representarives, whose
patent is withheld as herein provided, shall have the tight, beginning
at the date the applicant is notified that, except for such order, his ap
plication is otherwise in condition for allowance, or February 1, 1952,
whichever is later, and ending six years after a patent is issued
thereon, to apply to the head of any department or agency who
caused the order to be issued for compensation for the damage
caused by the order of secrecy and/or for the use of the invention by
the Government, resulting from his disclosure. The right to compen
sation for use shall begin on the date of the first use of the invention
by the Government. The head of the department or agency is
authorized, upon the presentation of a claim, to enter into an
agreement with the applicant, his successors, assigns, or legal repre
sentatives, in full settlement for the damage and/or use. This settle
ment agreement shall be conclusive for all purposes notwithstanding
any other provision of law to the contrary. If full settlement of the
claim cannot be effected, the head of the department or agency may
award and pay to such applicant, his successors, assigns, or legal
representatives, a sum not exceeding 75 per centum of the sum which
the head of the department or agency considers just compensation for
the damage and/or use. A claimant may bring suit against the United
States in the United States Claims Court or in the District Court of
the United States for the district in which such claimant is a resident
for an amount which when added to the award shall constitute just
compensation for the damage and/or use of the invention by the
Government. The owner of any patent issued upon an application
that was subject to a secrecy order issued pursuant to section 181 of
this title, who did not apply for compensation as above provided,
shall have the right, after the date of issuance of such patent, to bring
suit in the United States Claims Court for just compensation for the
damage caused by reason of the order of secrecy and/or use by the
Government of the invention resulting from his disclosure. The right
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to compensation for use shall begin on the date of the first use of the
invention by the Government. In a suit under the provisions of this
section the United States may avail itself of all defenses it may plead
in an action under section 1498 of title 28. This section shall not
confer a right of action on anyone or his successors, assigns, or legal
representatives who, while in the full-time employment or service of
the United States, discovered, invented, or developed the invention on
which the claim is based. (Amended April 2, 1982, Public Law 97-164,
sec. 160, 96 Stat. 48.)

§ 184. Filing of application in foreign country

Except when authorized by a license obtained from the Commis
sioner a person shall not file or cause or authorize to be filed in any
foreign country prior to six months after filing in the United States an
application for patent or for the registration of a utility model,
industrial design, or model in respect of an invention made in this
country. A license shall not be granted with respect to an invention
subject to an order issued by the Commissioner pursuant to section
181 of this title without the concurrence of the head of the
departments and the chief officers of the agencies who caused the
order to be issued. The license may be granted retroactively where an
application has been inadvertently filed abroad and the application
does not disclose an invention within the scope of section 181 of this
title.

The term "application" when used in this chapter includes applica
tions and any modifications, amendments, or supplements thereto, or
divisions thereof.

§ 185. Patent barred for filing without license

Notwithstanding any other provisions of law any person, and his
successors, assigns, or legal representatives, shall not receive a United
States patent for an invention if that person, or his successors, assigns,
or legal representatives shall, without procuring the license prescribed

......in.~~qi2nJIH.2f\bis.Jit!~ •..b~y~.m~g~ •...9E.~2n~~l),t~9t2.2,.~§§i§t~.g ..~!k .
.. . .......other' smaking, application In.a.foreign countryfor a patent or.for.. the

registration of a utility model, industrial design, or model in respect
of the invention. A United States patent issued to such person, his
successors, assigns, or legal representatives shall be invalid.
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§ 186. Penalty

Whoever, during the period or periods or time an invention has
been ordered to be kept secret and rhe grant of a patent thereon
withheld pursuant to section 181 of this title, shall, with knowledge of
such order and without due authorization, willfullypublish or disclose
o~,itith()rize'~r'~!~sitt~15e:p'U15li~~ed~t~isclose'd'!~~:in~~?-ti~n::~r:o,~,oo",
lllaterial info~matio~ with respect th~reto, or;ho~~er, in ~iol~tio~ of "..,'.

the provisions of section 184 of this title, shall file or cause or
authorize to be filed in any foreign country an application for patent
or for the registration of a utility model, industrial design, or model in
respect of any invention made in the United States, shall, upon
conviction, be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned for not
more than two years, or both.

§ 187. Nonapplicability to certain persons

The prohibitions and penalties of this chapter shall not apply to
any officer or agent of the United States acting within the scope of
his authority, nor to any person acting upon his written instructions or
permission.

§ 188. Rules and regulations, delegation of power

The Atomic Energy Commission, the Secretary of a defense
department, the chief officer of any other department or agency of
the Government designated by the President as a defense agency of
the United States, and the Secretary of Commerce, may separately
issue rules and regulations to enable the respective department or
agency to carry out the provisions of this chapter, and may delegate
any power conferred by this chapter.

CHAPTER [18] 38 - PATENT RIGHTS IN INVENTIONS

MADE WITH FEDERAL ASSISTANCE

SEC.

200. Policy and objective.
201. Definitions.
202. Disposition of rights.
203. March-in rights.
204. Preference for Unired States industry.
205. Confidentiality.
206. Uniform clauses and regulations.
207. Domestic and foreign protection of federally owned inventions.
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208. Regulations governing Federal licensing.
209. Restrictions on licensing of federally owned inventions.
210. Precedence of chapter.
211. Relationship to antitrust laws.
212. Disposition of rights in educational awards.

§ 200. Policy and objective

It is the policy and objective of the Congress to use the patent sys·
tern to promote the utilization of inventions arising from federally
supported research or development; to encourage maximum participa

tion of small business firms in federally supported research and
development efforts; to promote collaboration between commercial
concerns and nonprofit organizations, including universities; to ensure
that inventions made by nonprofit organizations and small business
firms are used in. a manner to promote free competition and
enterprise; to promote the commercialization and public availability
of inventions made in the United States by United States industry and
labor; to ensure that the Government obtains sufficient rights in
federally supported inventions to meet the needs of the Government
and protect the public against nonuse or unreasonable use of
inventions; and to minimize the costs of administering policies in this
area. (Added December 12, 1980, Public Law %·517, sec. 6(a), 94 Stat.
3019.)

§ 201. Definitions

As used in this chapter -
(a) The term "Federal agency" means any executive agency as

defined in section 105 of title 5, United States Code, and the
military departments as defined by section 102 of title 5, United
States Code.

(b) The term "funding agreement" means any contract, grant, or
cooperative agreement entered into between any Federal agency,
other than the Tennessee Valley Authority, and any contractor for
the performance of experimental, developmental, or research work
funded in whole or in part by the Federal Government. Such term
includes any assignment, substitution of parties, or subcontract of

... ·any···type·enteied···iritOf6ttlieperforil1aijEeofex~riITiell£aI;·(lever:···
opmental, or research work under a funding agreemen"t· as herein
defined.

(c) The term "contractor" means any person, small business firm,
or nonprofit organization that is a party to a funding agreement.
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(d) The term "invention" means any invention or discovery
which is or may be patentable or otherwise protectable under this
title or any novel variety of plant which is or may be protectable
under the Plant Variety Protection Act (7 V.S.c. 2321 et seq.),
(Amended November 8, 1984. Public Law 98.620, sec. 501(1), 98

"(e)Theferm "siibjecfiiiveiiti6ii"meaiis ....any' invention6ffhe ..
contractor conceived Or first actually reduced to practice in the
performance of work under a funding agreement: Provided, That in
the Case of a variety of plant, the date of determination (as defined
in section 41(d) of the Plant Variety Protection Act (7 V.S.c.
2401(d)) must also occur during the period of contract perform.
ance. (Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law 98·620, sec. 501(2),
98 Stat. 3364.)

(f)The term "practical application" means to manufacture in the
case of a composition or product, to practice in the case of a
process or method, or to operate in the case of a machine or
system; and, in each case, under such conditions as to establish that
the invention is being utilized and that its benefits are to the extent
permitted by law or Government regulations available to the public
on reasonable terms.

(g) The term "made" when used in relation to any invention
means the conception or first actual reduction to practice of such
invention.

(h) The term "small business firm" means a small business
concern as defined at section 2 of Public Law 85·536 (15 V.S.c.
632) and implementing regulations of' the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration.

(i) The term "nonprofit organization" means universities and
other institutions of higher education or an organization of the
type described in section 501(cX3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1954 (26 V.S.c. 501(c)) and exempt from taxation under section
501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code (26 V.S.c. 501(a)) or any
nonprofit scientific or educational organization qualified under a
State nonprofit organization statute. (Added December 12, 1980,
Public Law 96·517, sec. 6(a), 94 Stat. 3019.)

§ 202. Disposition of rights

(a) Each nonprofit organization or small business firm may, within
a reasonable time after disclosure as required by paragraph (cXl) of
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this section, elect to retain title to any subject invention: Provided,

however, That a funding agreement may provide otherwise (i) when
the contractor is not located in the United States or does not have a
place of business located in the United States or is subject to the con
trol of a foreign government, (ii) in exceptional circumstances when it
is determined by the agency that restriction or elimination of the right
to retain title to any subject invention will better promote the policy
and objectives of this chapter, (iii) when it is determined by a··
Government authority which is authorized by statute or Executive
order to conduct foreign intelligence or counter-intelligence activities
that the restriction or elimination of the right to retain title to any
subject invention is necessaryto protect the security of such activities,
Or (iv) when the funding agreement includes the operation of a
Government-owned, contractor-operated facility of the Department
of Energy primarily dedicated to that Department's naval nuclear
propulsion or weapons related programs and all funding agreement
Iimitations under this subparagraph on the contractor's right to elect
title to a subject invention are limited to inventions occurring under
the above two programs of the Department of Energy. The rights of
the nonprofit organization or small business firm shall be subject to
the provisions of paragraph (c) of this section and the other provisions
of this chapter. (Amended Novmber 8, 1984, Public Law 98-620, sec.
501(3),98 Stat. 3364.)

(bX1) The rights of the Government under subsection (a) shall not
be exercised by a Federal agency unless it first determines that at
least one of the conditions identified in clauses (i) through (iii) of
subsection (a) exists. Except in the case of subsection (aXiii), the
agency shall file with the Secretaryof Commerce, within thirty days
after the award of the applicable funding agreement, a copy of
such determination. In the case of a determination under subsec
tion (aXii), the statement shall include an analysis justifying the
determination. In the case of determinations applicable to funding
agreements with small business firms, copies shall also be sent to

the Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the Small Business Administra
tion. If the Secretary of Commerce believes that any individual

............. d,~~~!':I'i!'ati~.!' ~! p~t,ter!' ?f d,~t,et,.':I'i~.~ti?t,':s i~ =?!'tt,~t,X..t? t~.~.. .. .
policies and objectives of this chapter or otherwise not in confor
mance with this chapter, the Secretary shall so advise the head of
the agency concerned and the Administrator of the Office of
Federal Procurement Policy, and recommend corrective actions.
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(2) Whenever the Administrator of the Office of Federal Pro
curement Policy has determined that one or more Federal agencies
are utilizing the authority of clause (i) Or (ii)of subsection (a) of this
section in a manner that is contrary to the policies and objectives
of this chapter the Administrator is authorized to issue regulations

~'"~"""'<Il'stiihirilrdlissl's"df'simiftidnsin<whith'a'gl'neil's"itiif)Y'ridf'l'xC!fcls'e""""""'""""

" , the .. authorities of thosedauses.AmendedN'ovember8,i984;" .
Public Law 98-620, sec. 501(4),98 Stat. 3365.)

(3) At least once each year, the Comptroller General shall
transmit a report to the Committees on the Judiciary of the Senate
and House of Representatives on the manner in which this chapter
is being implemented by the agencies and on such other aspects of
Government patent policies and practices with respect to federally
funded inventions as the Comptroller General believes appropriate.

(4) If the contractor believes that a determination is contrary to
the policies and objectives of this chapter or constitutes an abuse
of discretion by the agency, the determination shall be subject to
the last paragraph of section 203(2). (Added November 8, 1984,
Public Law 98-620, sec. 501(4A), 98 Stat. 3365.)
(c) Each fun<ling agreement with a small business firm or nonprofit

organization shall contain appropriate provisions to effectuate the
following:

(1) That the contractor disclose each subject invention to the
Federal agency within a reasonable time after it becomes known to
contractor personnel responsible for the administration of patent
matters, and that the Federal Government may receive title to any
subject invention not disclosed to it within such time.

(2)That the contractor make a written election within two years
after disclosure to the Federal agency (or such additional time as
may be approved by the Federal agency) whether the contractor
will retain title to a subject invention: Provided, That in any case
where publication, on sale, or public use, has initiated the one year
statutory period in which valid patent protection can still be
obtained in the United States, the period for election may be
shortened by the Federal agency to a date that is not more than six
ty days prior to the end of the statutory period: And provided
further, That the Federal Government may receive title to any
subject invention in which the contractor does not elect to retain
rights or fails to elect rights within such times.

(3)That a contractor electing rights in a subject invention agrees
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to file a patent application prior to any statutory bar date that may
occur under this title due to publication, on sale, or public use, and
shall thereafter file corresponding patent applications in other
countries in which it wishes to retain title within reasonable times,
and that the Federal Government may receive title to any subject
inventions in the United States or other countries in which the
contractor has not filed patent applications on the subject inven
tion within such times.

(4) With respect to any invention in which the contractor elects
rights, the Federal agency shall have a nonexclusive, nontransfera
ble, irrevocable, paid-up license to practice or have practiced for or
on behalf of the United States any subject invention throughout
the world: Provided, That the funding agreement may provide for
such additional rights; including the right to assign or have
assigned foreign patent rights in the subject invention, as are
determined by the agency as necessary for meeting the obligations
of the United States under any treaty, international agreement,
arrangement of cooperation, memorandum of understanding, or
similar arrangement, including military agreements relating to
weapons development and production. (Amended November 8,
1984, Public Law 98-620, sec. 501(5), 98 Stat. 3365.)

(5) The right of the Fed~ral agency to require periodic reporting
on the utilization or efforts at obtaining utilization that are being
made by the contractor or his licensees Or assignees: Provided, That
any such information, as well as any information on utilization or
efforts at obtaining utilization obtained as part of a proceeding
under section 203 of this chapter shall be treated by the Federal
agency as commercial and financial information obtained from a
person and privileged and confidential and not subject to disclo
sure under section 552 of title 5 of the United States Code.
(Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law 98-620, sec. 501(6), 98
Stat. 3365.)

(6) An obligation on the part of the contractor, in the event a
United States patent application is filed by or on its behalf or by
any assignee of the contractor, to include within the specification

.....•...•••.•.of such application and..any patent.Issuing thereon, .. a..sratement.; .
'specifying that the invention was' made with .Government support
and that the Government has certain rights in the invention.

(7) In the case of a nonprofit organization, (A) a prohibition
upon the assignment of rights to a subject invention in the United
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States without the approval of the Federal agency, except where
such assignment is made ro an organization which has as one of its
primary functions the management of inventions (provided that
such assignee shall be subject to the same provisions as the
contractor); (B) a requirement that the contractor share royalties

~""""""with",theccinventor+"(C}"except"with"respect."to"a"·funding"agreement·","=","",·",,"~·

for ," the 'opetation 'of 'a Govetnment'owned'contfattof:6pefJted'
facility, a requirement that the balance of any royalties or income
earned by the contractor with respect to subject inventions, after
payment of expenses, (including payments to inventors) incidental
to the administration of subject inventions, be utilized for the
support of scientific research, or education; (D) a requirement that,
except where it proves infeasible after a reasonable inquiry, in the
licensing of subject inventions shall be given to small business
firms; and (E) with respect to a funding agreement for the
operation of a Government-owned-contractor-operator facility, re-
quirements (i) that after payment of patenting costs, licensing costs,
payments to inventors, and other expenses incidental to the
administration of subject inventions, 1oo percent of the balance of
any royalties or income earned and retained by the contractor
during any fiscal year, up to an amount equal to five percent of the
annual budget of the facility, shall be used by the contractor for
scientific research, development, and education consistent with the
research and development mission and objectives of the facility,
including activities that increase the licensing potential of other
inventions of the facility provided that if said balance exceeds five
percent of the annual budget of the facility, that 75 percent of such
excess shall be paid to the Treasury of the United States and the re-
maining 25 percent shall be used for the same purposes as
described above in this clause (D); and (ii) that, to the extent it pro-
vides the most effective technology transfer, the licensing of
subject inventions shall be administered by contractor employees
on location at the facility. (Amended November 8, 1984, Public
Law 98-620, sec. 501(7), (8), 98 Stat. 3366.)

(8) The requirements of sections 203 and 204 of this chapter.
(d) If a contractor does not elect to retain title to a subject

invention in cases subject to this section, the Federal agency may
consider and after consultation with the contractor grant requests for
retention of rights by the inventor subject to the provisions of this
Act and regulations promulgated hereunder.
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(e) In any case when a Federal employee is a coinventor of any in
venrion made under a funding agreement wirh a nonprofit organiza
tion or small business firm, the Federal agency employing such
coinventor is authorized to transfer or assign whatever rights it may
acquire in the subject invention from its employee to the contractor
subjecr to the conditions set forth in this chapter.

(f)(1) No funding agreement with a small business firm or non
profit organization shall contain a provision allowing a Federal
agency to require the licensing to third parties of inventions owned
by the contractor that are not subject inventions unless such
provision has been approved by the head of the agency and a
written justification has been signed by the head of the agency.
Any such provision shall clearly state whether the licensing may be
required in connection with the practice of a subject invention, a
specifically identified work object, or both. The head of the agency
may not delegate the authority to apptove provisions or sign
justifications required by this paragraph.

(2) A Federal agency shall not require the licensing of third
parties under any such provision unless the head of the agency
determines that the use of the invention by others is necessary for
the practice of a subject invention Or for the USe of a work object
of the funding agreement and that such action is necessary to
achieve the practical application of the subject invention Or work
object. Any such determination shall be on the 'record after an
opportunity for an agency hearing. Any action commenced for
judicial review of such determination shall be brought within sixty
days after notification of such determination. (Added December
12, 1980, Public Law 96-517, sec. 6(a), 94 Stat. 3020.)

§ 203. March-in rights

(1) With respect to any subject invention in which a small business
firm or nonprofit organization has acquired title under this chapter,
the Federal agency under whose funding agreement the subject
invention was made shall have the right, in accordance with such
procedures as are ptovided in regulations promulgated hereunder to

;. . ,'", require".the,contractor,an,assignee".QLe"d\lsiy~li~~Qs~~,Qf. ~s\lkj~~t,

""invention'to grant' a ,nonexclusive, partially, exclusive, or exclusive
license in any field of use to a responsible applicant Or applicants,
upon terms that are reasonable under the circumstances, and if the
contractor, assignee, or exclusive licensee refuses such request, to
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granr such a license itself, if the Federal agency determines that
such -

(a) action is necessary because the contractor or assignee has not
taken, or is not expected to take within a reasonable time, effective
steps to achieve practical application of the subject invention in

""(b)"""acti6n"" is·necessaiy"·"to "alleviafehealth"orsa(ei:y··"nee(js"·"~hich

are not reasonably satisfied by the contractor, assignee, or their
licensees;

(c) action is necessary to meet requirements for public use
specified by Federal regulations and such requirements are not
reasonably satisfied by the contractor, assignee, or licensees; or

(d) action is necessary because the agreement required by section
204 has not been obtained or waived or because a licensee of the
exclusive right to use or sell any subject invention in the United
States is in breach of its agreement obtained pursuant to section
204.
(2) A determination pursuant to this section or section 202(bX4)

shall not be subject to the Contract Disputes Act (41 U.S.c. §60l er
seq.). An administrative appeals procedure shall be established by
regulations promulgated in accordance with section 206. Additionally,
any contracror, inventor, assignee, or exclusive licensee adversely
affected by a determination under this section may, at any time within
sixty days after the determination is issued, file a petition in the
United States Claims Court, which shall have jurisdiction to determine
the appeal on the record and to affirm, reverse, remand or modify, as
appropriate, the determination of the Federal agency. In cases de
scribed in paragraphs (a) and (c), the agency's determination shall be
held in abeyance pending the exhaustion of appeals or petitions filed
under the preceding sentence. (Added December 12, 1980,Public Law
96-517, sec. 6(a), 94 Stat. 3022; amended November 8, 1984, Public
Law 98-620, sec. 501(9), 98 Stat. 3367.)

§ 204. Preference for United States industry

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, no small
business firm or nonprofit organization which receives title to any
subject invention and no assignee of any such small business firm Or
nonprofit organization shall grant to any person the exclusive right to
use or sell any subject invention in the United States unless such
person agrees that any products embodying the subject invention or
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produced rhrough the use of the subject invention will be manufac
tured substantially in the United States. However, in individual cases,
the requirement for such an agreement may be waived by the Federal
agency under whose funding agreement the invention was made upon
a showing by the small business firm, nonprofit organization, Or
assignee that reasonable but unsuccessful efforts have been made to
grant licenses on similar terms to potential licensees that would be
likely to manufacture substantially in the United States or that under
the circumstances domestic manufacture is not commercially feasible.
(Added December 12, 1980, Public Law 96-517, sec. 6(a), 94 Stat.
3023.)

§ 205. Confidentialiry

Federal agencies are authorized ro withhold from disclosure ro the
public information disclosing any invention in which the Federal
Government owns or may own a right, title, or interest (including a
nonexclusive license) for a reasonable time in order for a patent
application ro be filed. Furthermore, Federal agencies shall not be
required to release copies of any document which is part of an
application for patent filed with the United States Patent and
Trademark Office Or with any foreign patent office. (Added Decem
ber 12, 1980, Public Law 96·517, sec. 6(a), 94 Stat. 3023.)

§ 206. Uniform clauses and regulations

The Secretary of Commerce may issue regulations which may be
made applicable to Federal agencies implementing the provisions of
sections 202 through 204 of this chapter and shall establish standard
funding agreement provisions required under this chapter. The regula
tions and the standard funding agreement shall be subject to public
comment before their issuance. (Amended November 8, 1984, Public
Law 98-620, sec. 501(10),98 Stat. 3367.)

§ 207. Domestic and foreign protection of federally owned
inventions

(a) Each Federal agency is authorized to -,,,""'·="',·.."',, .. ,,· ,,.., ,,,,.__.,,.__..,L.•, ·,·,·,..: " ._-," ,.•" ..__"".'.,_ _,,:"",.,'_._;,>~._,,~_'''--'''''"',',;·"·..·,..',·,c-.",",-",,·""..,"-· ;,"'_c.,"~,.,,.; ..,..,_' ".., _.~._,.,,,.,:,~,.,'_,,,.-_ " ,..,.,.,',.".- .." ,._., ;.__.,.,,, ,..","0" ..",_, "'.,.

(1) applyforvobtain, and mainrainparentsor orherforms of
protection in the United States and in foreign countries on
inventions in which the Federal Government owns a right, title, Or
interest;
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(2) granr nonexclusive, exclusive, at partially exclusive licenses
under federally owned patent applications, patents, or other forms
of protection obtained, royalty-free or for royalties or other
consideration, and on such terms and conditions, including the
grant to the licensee of the right of enforcement pursuant to the

~"p~0~isions'of=~haeter'29df'this'title'i!S'~et~rilli~ed'a1>j5r()r>riiltiti~::":,::,::',::'
'" the publiC interest; , , ,,' '

(3) undertake all other suitable and necessary steps to protect
and administer rights to federally owned inventions on behalf of
the Federal Government either directly or through contract; and

(4) transfer custody and administration, in whole or in part, to
another Federal agenC}~, of the right, title, or interest in any
federally owned invention.
(b) For the purpose of assuring the effective management of

Government-owned inventions, the Secertary of Commerce [is] au
thorized to -

(1) assist Federal agency efforts ro promote the licensing and
utilization of Government-owned inventions;

(2) assist Federal agencies in seeking protection arid maintaining
inventions in foreign countries, including the payment of fees and
costs connected therewith; and

(3) consult with, and advise Federal agencies as to areas of
science and technology research and development. with potential
for commercial utilization. (Added December 12, i980"Public Law
96-517, sec. 6(a), 94 Stat. 3023, Amended November 8, 1984; Public
Law 98-620, sec. 501(11), 98 Stat. 33(i7.)

§ 208. Regulations governing Federal licensing

The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to promulgate regula
tions specifying the terms and conditions upon which any federally
owned invention, other than inventions owned by the Tennessee
Valley Authority, may belicensed ana nonexclusive, partially exclu
sive, or exclusive basis. (Added December 1~, 1980, Public Law 96
517, sec. 6(a); 94 Stat. 3024; Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law
98-620, sec. 501(12), 98 Stat. 3367.)

§ 209. Restrictions on Iicensing of federally owned inventions

(a) No Federal agency shall grant any license under a patent or
patent application on a federally owned invehticin unless the person
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requesting the license has supplied the agency with a plan for
development and/or marketing of the invention, except that any such
plan may be treated by the Federal agency as commercial and
financial information obtained from a person and privileged and
confidential and not subject to disclosure under section 552 of tide 5
of the United States Code.

(b) A Federal agency shall normally grant the right to use or sell
any federally owned invention in the United States only to a licensee
that agrees that any products embodying the invention or produced
through the use of the invention will be manufactured substantially in
the United States.

(cXl) Each Federal agency may grant exclusive or partially exclusive
licenses in any invention covered by a federally owned domestic
patent or patent application only if, after public notice and
opportunity for filing written objections, it is determined that-

(A) the interests of the Federal Government and the public
will best be served by the proposed license, in view of the
applicant's intentions, plans, and ability to bring the invention to
practical application Or otherwise promote the invention's utiliza
tion by the public;

(B) the desired practical application has not been achieved, or
is not likely expeditiously to be achieved, under any nonexclu
sive license which has been granted, or which may be granted,
on the invention;

(C) exclusive or partially exclusive licensing is a reasonable
and necessary incentive to call forth the investment of risk
capital and expenditures to bring the invention to practical
application or otherwise promote the invention's utilization by
the public; and

(D) the proposed terms and scope of exclusivity are not
greater than reasonably necessary to provide the incentive for
bringing the invention to practical application or otherwise
promote the invention's utilization by the public.
(2) A Federal agency shall not grant such exclusive or partially

exclusive license under paragraph (1) of this subsection if it

..~.~~.•..••~•...••.••~••detennines.Jhatthe.•gmnt.QLsll.chJic.ense.y,:!~LJep.EL.sHP.sJ~J!ti~lly.tQ .•••.••
lessen competition or result in undue concentration in any section
of the country in any line of commerce to which the technology to
be licensed relates, or to create or maintain other situations
inconsistent with the antitrust laws.
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(3) First preference in the exclusive Or partially exclusive licens
ing of federally owned inventions shall go to small business firms
submitting plans that are determined by the agency to be within
the capabilities of the firms and equally likely, if executed, to bring
the invention to practical application as any plans submitted by

---"--"-"-"applita~fs-t~at:afe:nl:':f~-rIfall-15~~i1\~~S":~rlIls::::::----:-':::-'""'="--"~

- - - (d) After consideration of whether the interests of the Federal
Government or United States industry in foreign commerce will be
enhanced, any Federal agency may grant exclusive or partially exclu
sive licenses in any invention covered by a foreign patent application
or patent, after public notice and opportunity for filing written
objections, except that a Federal agency shall not grant such exclusive
or partially exclusive license if it determines that the grant of such
license will tend substantially to lessen competition or result in undue
concentration in any section of the United States in any line of
commerce to which the technology to be licensed relates, or to create
or maintain other situations inconsistent with antitrust laws.

(e)The Federal agency shall maintain a record of determinations to

grant exclusive or partially exclusive licenses.
(f) Any grant of a license shall contain such terms and conditions

as the Federal agency determines appropriate for the protection of the
interests of the Federal Government and the public, including provi
sions for the following:

(1) periodic reporting on the utilization or efforts at obtaining
utilization that are being made by the licensee with particular
reference to the plan submitted: Provided, That any such informa
tion may be treated. by the Federal agency as commercial and
financial information obtained from a person and privileged and
confidential and not subject to disclosure under section 552 of title
5 of the United States Code;

(2) the right of the Federal agency to terminate such license in
whole or in part if it determines that the licensee is not executing
the plan submitted with its request for a license and the licensee
cannot otherwise demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Federal
agency that it has taken or can be expected to take within a
reasonable time, effective steps to achieve practical application of
the invention;

(3) the right of the Federal agency to terminate such license in
whole or in part if the licensee is in breach of an agreement
obtained pursuant to paragraph (b) of this section; and
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(4) the right of the Federal agen~y to terminate the license in
whole Or in. part if the a.gency determines that such action is
necessary to meet requirements for publicuse specified by Federal
reg!llations issued aft~r the date of the license and such require
ments are not reasonably satisfied by the licensee. (Added Decem
her12,1980Puplic Law 9<J-517, sec. «a), MStat. 3024.)

§ ~1O. Precedence pf chapter

(a) This. chapter shall take precedence over any other Act which
wouldrequirea dispositioriof rights in subject inventions of small
business firms or nonprofit organizations contractors in a.manner that
is inconsistent with this chapter,' including but not necessarily limited
to the fpllowing, . . ,..'

(1) section1o(a)of the Act of ]uile29, 19~5, asadded by title I
of the Act of August 14, 1?46 (7 U.SLA27i(a); 60 Stat" 1085);

(2),section205(a) of the Act of August 14,1946(7 U.S.c. 1624(a);
60 Stat. 1090);

(3) secrionsouc) of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of
1977 (30 U.s,C 951(c); 83 Stat. 742); '.

(4) section lo6(cf of theN-ational Traffic and MOtor Vehicle
Safety Act of 19<\6 (15U.S.CI395(t); 80 Stat. 721); . .,

(5)se~tion 12,0£ the National Science foundation Act of 1950
(42 U.S.C.1871(a); 82~tat. 360);

(6) section 15:? of the J\torl1.ic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C
2~82; 68 Stat. 943); ,

("7) section 305 of the National Aeronautics and Space Act of
1958 (42 U.S.C 2457); . . '
, (8) section 6 of the Coal Research Development Act of 1960 (30

U.S.C 666; 74 St~t.337);

(9) section 4 of the Helium Act Amendments of 1960(50 U.S.C
167b; 74 Stat. 920); ..

(to) secrionvzof the Arms Control and Disarmament Act of
1961(22 U.S,C 2572; 75 Stat. 634); .

(l1)s!lbsection (e) of section 302 of the Appalachian Regional

,. .......n.J:kye!oP!J1ePLActPLl9<J5(4Q ..,1!.S.g,.ARR,.~glXe);Z9§,t,~t,2);, ...""""."", ...
(12) section 9 of the Federal Nonnuclear, Energy Research and

Development Act of 1974(4:? U.S.C. 5901;88 Stat, 1878);
(13) Section 5(d) ofthe Consumer Product Safety Act (15 I).S.C, . " , ,..', . . .

2Q54(q); 86 Stat. 1211);
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(14) section 3of the Act at April 5.• 1944(30 U.S.C 323; 58 Stat.
191); . . .

(15) section 8001(cX3) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C
6981(c); 9OSta,.2829); .

(16) sectibn219 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
·····2179;·~.3···~ta~:'806j;:··········· ... .······:·:··:··:··I·.. :···:········.. ·····

(17) section 42'7(bj bf the Fedetaj Mine Health. alld Safety Act of.. - ..
1977 (30 U.s..c.~~?(b);86Stat. 155); .

(18) section 306(d) of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act
of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1226(d); 91 Stat. 455);

(19) section 21(d)of the Federal Fire prevention and Control Act
of 1974 (15U.S.C.2218(d); 88 Stat. 1548);

(20).section6(b) of the Solar Photovolt~ic Energy Research
Development and Demonstration Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C 5585(b);
92 Stat. 2516); . . .

(21) section 12 of the Native Latex Commercialization and
Economic Development Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C 178(j); 92 Stat. 2533);
and

(22) section 408 of the. Watet Resources and Development Act
of 1978 (42 U.S.C 7879; 92 Stat. 1360).

The Act creating this chapter shall be construed to take precedence
over any future Act unless that Act specifically cites this Act and
provides that it shall take precedence over this Act.

(b) Nothing in this chapter is intended to alter the effect of the
laws cited in paragraph (a) of this section or any other laws with
respect to the disposition of rights in inventions made in the
performance of funding agreements with persons other than nonprofit
organizations or small business firms.

(c) Nothing in this chapter is intended to limit the authority of
agencies to agree to the disposition of rights in inventions made in
the performance of work under funding agreements with persons
other than nonprofit organizations or small business firms in accord
ance with the Statement of Government Patent Policy issued on
February.18, 1983, agency regulations, or other applicable regulations
or to otherwise limit the authority of agencies to allow such persons
to retain ownership of inventions, except that all funding agreements.
including those with other than small business firms and nonprofit
organizations, shall include the requirements established in paragraph
202(cX4) and section 203 of this title. Any disposition of rights in
inventions made in accordance with the Statement or implementing
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regulations, including any disposition occurring before enactment of
this section, are hereby authorized. (Amended November 8, 1984,
Public Law 98-620, sec. 501(13),98 Stat. 3367.)

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require the
disclosure of intelligence sources or methods or to otherwise affect
the authority granted to the Director of Central Intelligence by statute
or Executive order for the protection of intelligence sources Or
methods. (Added December 12, 1980, Public Law 96-517, sec. 6(a), 94
Stat. 3026.)

§ 211. Relationship to antitrust laws

Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to convey to any person
immunity from civil or criminal liability, or to create any defenses to
actions, under any antitrust law. (Added December 12, 1980, Public
Law 96-517, sec. 6(a), 94 Stat. 3027.)

§ 212. Disposition of eights in educational awards

No scholarship, fellowship, training grant, or other funding agree
ment made by a Federal agency primarily to an awardee for educa
tional purposes will contain any provision giving the Federal agency
any rights to inventions made by the awardee. (Added November 8,
1984, Public Law 98-620, sec. 501(14), 98 Stat. 3368.)

PART III - PATENTS AND PROTECTION OF PATENT RIGHTS
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25. Amendment and Correction of Patents 251
26. Ownership and Assignment 261
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255. Certificate of correction of applicant's mistake.
256. Correction of named inventor.
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§ 251. Reissue of defective patents

Whenever any patent is, through error without any deceptive
intention, deemed wholly or partly inoperative or invalid, by reason of
a defective specification or drawing, or by reason of the -patentee
claill'lingmor~ .?r less...thanhe .had ~. right toclai/fiin:tlJe patent, tlJe

"=":tqilllIil~~iRn~,,~iial1,=qnth~~1l;'~i;':4~rg(§\i~lip~t~;;'t~n~tli~=piYm~l1t::""""~"
of the fee required by law, reissue the patent for the invention
disclosed in the original patent, and in accordance with a new and
amended application, for the unexpired part of the term of the
original patent. No new matter shall be introduced into the applica
tion for reissue.

The Commissioner may issue several reissued patents for distinct
and separate parts of the thing patented, upon demand of the
applicant, and upon payment of the required fee for a reissue for each
of such reissued patents.

The provisions of this title relating to applications for patent shall
be applicable to applications for reissue of a patent, except that
application for reissue may be made and sworn to by the assignee of
the entire interest if the application 'does not seek to enlarge the scope
of the claims of the original patent.

No reissued patent shall be granted enlarging the scope of the
claims of the original patent unless applied for within two years from
the grant of the original patent.

§ 252. Effect of reissue

The surrender of the original patent shall take effect upon the issue
of the reissued patent, and every reissued patent shall have the same
effect and operation in law, on the trial of actions for causes
thereafter arising, as if the same have been originally granted in such
amended form, but insofar as the claims or the original and reissued
patents are indentical, such surrender shall not affect any action then
pending nor abate any cause of action then existing, and the reissued
patent, to the extent thar its claims are identical with the original
patent, shall constitute a continuation thereof and have effect con'
tinuously from the date of the original patent.

No reissued patent shall abridge or affect the right of any person or
his successors in business who made, purchased or used prior to the
grant of a reissue anything patented by the reissued patent, to
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continue the use of, or to sell to others to be used or sold, the specific
thing so made, purchased Or used, unless the making, using or selling
of such thing infringes a valid claim of the reissued patent which was
in the original patent. The court before which such matter is in
question may provide for the continued manufacture, use or sale of
the thing made, purchased or used as specified, or for the manufac
ture, use or sale of which substantial preparation was made before the
grant of the reissue, and it may also provide for the continued
practice of any process patented by the reissue, practiced, or for the
practice of which substantial preparation was made, prior to the grant
of the reissue, to the extent and under such terms as the court deems
equitable for the protection of investments made or business com
menced before the grant of the reissue.

§ 253. Disclaimer

Whenever, without any deceptive intention, a claim of a patent is
invalid the remaining claims shall not thereby be rendered invalid. A
patentee, whether of the whole or any sectional interest therein, may,
on payment of the fee required by law, make disclaimer of any
complete claim, stating therein the extent of his interest in such
patent. Such disclaimer shall be in writing and recorded in the Patent
and Trademark Office; and it shall thereafter be considered as part of
the original patent to the extent of the interest possessed by the
disclaimant and by those claiming under him.

In like manner any patentee or applicant may disclaim or dedicate
to the public the entire term, or any terminal part of the term, of the
patent granted or to be granted. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public
Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 254. Certificate of correction of Patent and Trademark Office
mistake

Whenever a mistake in a patent, incurred through the fault of the
Patent and Trademark Office, is clearly disclosed by the records of
the Office, the Commissioner may issue a certificate of correction

···sraring···rhe···facC·and·liaCufe·of····suchffiisiiike;iiiidHseiil,withbUCo.
... charge, to be recorded in the records of patents. printed copy

thereof shall be attached to each printed copy of the patent, and such
certificate shall be considered as part of the original patent. Every
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such patent, together with such certificate, shall have the same effect
and operation in law on the trial of actions for causes thereafter
arising as if the same had been originally issued in such corrected
form. The Commissioner may issue a corrected patent without charge
in lieu of and with like effect as a certificate of correction. (Amended

§ 255. Certificate of correction of applicant's mistake

Whenever a mistake of a clerical or typographical nature, or of
minor character, which was not the fault of the Patent and Trademark
Office, appears in a patent and a showing has been made that such
mistake occurred in good faith, the Commissioner may, upon pay
ment of the required fee, issue a certificate of correction, if the
correction does not involve such changes in the patent as would
constitute new matter or would require reexamination. Such patent,
together with the certificate, shall have the same effect and operation
in law On the trial of actions for causes thereafter arising as if the
same had been originally issued in such corrected form. (Amended
January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 256. Correction of named inventor

Whenever through error a person is named in an issued patent as
the inventor, or through error an inventor is not named in an issued
patent and such error arose without any deceptive intention on his
part, the Commissioner may, on application of all the parties and
assignees, with proof of the facts and such other requirements as may
be imposed, issue a certificate correcting such error.

The error of omitting invenrors or naming persons who are not
inventors shall not invalidate the patent in which such error occurred
if it can be corrected as provided in this section. The court before
which such matter is called in question may order correction of the
patent on notice and hearing of all parties concerned and the
Commissioner shall issue a certificate accordingly. (Amended August
27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 6(b), 96 Stat. 320.)

CHAPTER 26 - OWNERSHIP AND ASSIGNMENT

SEC.

261. Ownership; assignment.
262. Joint owners.
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§ 261. Ownership; assignment

Subject to the provisions of this title, patents shall have the
attributes of personal propetty.

Applications for patent, patents, or any interest therein, shall be
assignable in law by an instrument in writing. The applicant, patentee,
or his assigns or legal representatives may in like manner grant and
convey an exclusive right under his application for patent, or patents,
ro the whole Or any specified patt of the United States.

A certificate of acknowledgment under the hand and official seal
of a person authorized to administer oaths within the United States,
or, in a foreign country, of a diplomatic or consular officer of the
Unired States or an officer authorized to administer oaths whose
authority is proved by a certificate of a diplomatic or consular officer
of the United States, or apostille of an official designated by a foreign
country which, by treaty or convention, accords like effect to

apostilles of designated officials in the United States, shall be prima
facie evidence of the execution of an assignment, grant Or conveyance
of a patent or application for patent.

An assignment, grant or conveyance shall be void as against any
subsequent purchaser or mottgagee for a valuable consideration,
without notice, unless it is recorded in the Patent and Trademark
Office within three months from its date Or prior to the date of such
subsequent purchase or mortgage. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public
Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949; August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247,
sec. 14(b), 96 Stat. 321.)

§ 262. Joint owners

In the absence of any agreement to the contrary, each of the joint
Owners of a patent may make, use or sell the patented invention
without the consent of and without accounting to the other owners.

CHAPTER 27 - GOVERNMENT INTERESTS IN PATENTS

SEC.

266. [Repealed.]
..267. Time for taking action in Government applications.

§ 266. Issue of patents without fees to Government employees

(Repealed July 24, 1965, Public Law 89-83, sec. 8, 79 Stat. 261.)
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§ 267. Time for taking action in Government applications

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 133 and 151 of this title,
the Commissionet may extend the time for taking any action to three
years, when an application has become the property of the United
States and the head of the appropriate department or agency of the

"":"""::"GQY~;:Qm~flt:5~r£~ml1ea¥()I!l~<:::()mmi~s"i()l1~tt!larI5"tlllv~i1t1211"":::""
disclosed therein is important to the armament or defense of the
United States.

CHAPTER 28 - INFRINGEMENT OF PATENTS

SEC.

271. Infringement of patent.
272. Temporary presence in the United States.

§ 271. Infringement of patent

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, whoever without
authority makes, uses or sells any patented invention, within the
United States during the term of the patent therefor, infringes the
patent.

(b) Whoever actively induces infringement of a patent shall be
liable as an infringer.

(c) Whoever sells a component of a patented machine, manufac
ture, combination or composition, or a material or apparatus for use
in practicing a patented process, constituting a material part of the
invention, knowing the same to be especially made or especially
adapted for use in an infringement of such patent, and not a staple ar
ticle or commodity of commerce suitable for substantial noninfring
ing use, shall be liable as a contributory infringer.

(d) No patent owner otherwise entitled to relief for infringement or
contributory infringement of a patent shall be denied relief or deemed
guilty of misuse or illegal extension of the patent right by reason of
his having done one or more of the following: (1) derived revenue
from acts which if performed by another without his consent would
constitute contributory infringement of the patent; (2) licensed or
authorized another to perform acts which if performed without his
consent would constitute contributory infringement of the patent; (3)
sought to enforce his patent rights against infringement or contribu
tory infringement.
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(eXl) It shall not be an act of infringement to make, use, or sell a
patented invention (other than a new animal drug or veterinary
biological product (as those terms are used in the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the Act of March 4, 1913)) solely for
uses reasonably related to the development and submission of
information under a Federal law which regulates the manufacture,
use, or sale of drugs.

(2) It shall be an act of infringement to submit an application un
der section 505(j) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act or
described in section 505(bX2) of such Act for a drug claimed in a
patent or the use of which is claimed in a patent, if the purpose of
such submission is to obtain approval under such Act to engage in
the commercial manufacture, use, or sale of a drug claimed in a
patent or the use of which is claimed in a patent before the
expiration of such patent.

(3) In any action for patent infringement brought under this
section, no injunctive or other relief may be granted which would
prohibit the making, using, or selling of a patented invention under
paragraph (1).

(4) For an act of infringement described in paragraph (2) -
(A) the court shall order the effective date of any approval of

the drug involved in the infringement to be a date which is not
earlier than the date of the expiration of the patent which has
been infringed,

(B) injunctive relief may be granted against an infringer to
prevent the commercial manufacture, use, or sale of an approved
drug, and

(C) damages or other monetary relief may be awarded against
an infringer only if there has been commercial manufacture, use,
or sale of an approved drug.

The remedies prescribed by subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) are the
only remedies which may be granted by a court for an act of
infringement described in paragraph (2), except that a court may
award attorney fees under section 285. (Added September 24, 1984,
Public Law 98·417, sec. 202, 98 Stat. 1603.)

,,·~··~·.·(fX1).Whoever •..without•.authority••supplies...occCauses•.to•.be...supplie.d~.
in Or from the United States all or a substantial portion of the
components of a patented invention, where such components are
uncombined in whole or in part, in such manner as to actively
induce the combination of such components outside of the United
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States in a mariner that would infringethe patent if such combina
tion occurred within the ,United States, shall be liable as an
infringer.

(2) Whoever with6tit authority supplies ofcauses to be supplied
in or from C the United States any component of a patented

c"cc,ccC'" 'inventi6n'fhli'tH''!'S!feCittlly:'tnade"twespeciaHy"adapted''for.cuse.in"" """..
the ;ri~erit;;;ri c'anac,cnsr'astap[eartiEfeSrcol'IimoditfOfcommetce cc
suitable for substantial noninfringing use, where such component is
uncombined in whole or in part,c knowing that such component is
so made or adapted and intending that such component will be
combined outside of the United States ina manner that would
infringe the patent if such combination Occurred within the United
States, shall be liable as an infringer. (Added November 8, 1984,

Public Law 98-622, sec. 101, 98 Stat. 3383.)

§ 272. Temporary presence in the United States

The use of any invention in any vessel, aircraft or vehicle of any
country which affords similar privileges to vessels, aircraft or vehicles
of the United States, entering the United States temporarily or
accidentally, shall not constitute infringement of any patent, if the
invention is used exclusively for the needs of the vessel, aircraft or ve
hicle and is not sold in Or used for the manufacture of anything to be
sold in or exported from the United States.

CHAPTER 29 - REMEDIES FOR INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT.
AND OTHER ACfIONS

SEC.

281. Remedy for infringement of patent.
282. Presumption of validity; defenses.
283. Injunction.
284. Damages.
285. Attorney fees.
286. Time limitation on damages.
287. Limitation on damages; marking and notice.
288. Action for infringement of a patent containing an invalid claim.
289. Additional remedy for infringement of design patent.
290. Notice of patent suits.
291. Interfering patents.
292. False marking.
293. Nonresident patentee; service and notice.
294. Voluntary arbitration. ''''''.!.
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§ 281. Remedy for infringement of patent

.A patentee shall have remedy by civil action for infringement of his
patent.

§ 282. Presumption of validity; defenses

A patent shall be presumed valid. Each claim of a patent (whether
in independent, dependent, or multiple dependent form) shall be
presumed valid independently of the validity of other claims; depend.
ent or multiple dependent claims shall be presumed valid even though
dependent upon an invalid claim. The burden of establishing invalid
ity of a patent or any claim thereof shall rest on the party asserting
such invalidity.

The following shall be defenses in any action involving the validity
or infringement of a patent and shall be pleaded:

(1) Noninfringement, absence of liability for infringement, or
unenforceability,

(2) Invalidity of the patent or any claim in suit on any ground
specified in part II of this title as a condition for patentability,

(3) Invalidity of the patent or any claim in suit for failure to

comply with any requirement of sections 112 or 251 of this title,
(4) Any other fact or act made a defense by this title.

In actions involving the validity or infringement of a patent the
party asserting invalidity or noninfringement shall give notice in the
pleadings or otherwise in writing to the adverse party at least thirty
days before the trial, of the country, number, date, and name of the
patentee of any patent, the title, date, and page numbers of any
publication to be relied upon as anticipation of the patent in suit or,
except in actions in the United States Claims Court, as showing the
state of the art, and the name and address of any person who may be
relied upon as the prior inventor or as having prior knowledge of or
as having previously used or offered for sale the invention of the
patent in suit. In the absence of such notice proof of the said marters
may not be made at the trial except on such terms as the court
requires.

Invalidity of the extension of a patent term or any portion thereof
········uiider··seCii6ii···i56ofihis·i:ii:le··becauseofi:he·materlarf"ilure=

(1) by the applicant for the extension, or
(2) by the Commissioner,

to comply with the requirements of such section shall be a defense in
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any action involving the inftingement of a patent during the period of
the extension of its term and shall be pleaded. A due diligence
determination under section 156(dX2) is not subject to review in such
an action (Amended July 24, 1965, Public Law 89-83, sec. 10, 79 Stat.
261; November 24, 1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 10, 89 Stat. 692;

§ 283. Injunction

The several courts having jurisdiction of cases under this title may
grant injunctions in accordance with the principles of equity to
prevent the violation of any right secured by patent, on such terms as
the court deems reasonable.

§ 284. Damages

Upon finding for the claimant the COurt shall award the claimant
damages adequate to compensate for the infringement but in no
event less than a reasonable royalty for the use made of the invention
by the infringer, together with interest and costs as fixed by the court.

When the damages are not found by a jury, the court shall assess
them. In either event the court may increase the damages up to three
times the amount found or assessed.

The court may receive expert testimony as an aid to the determina
tion of damages or of what royalty would be reasonable under the
circumstances.

§ 285. Attorney fees

The court in exceptional cases may award reasonable attorney fees
ro the prevailing party.

§ 286. Time limitation on damages

Except as otherwise provided by law, no recovery shall be had for
any infringement committed more than six years prior to the filing of
the complaint or counterclaim for infringement in the action.

In the case of claims against the United States Government for use
of a patented invention, the period before bringing suit, up to six
years, between the date of receiptofa written claim for compensation
by the department or agency of the Government having authority to
settle such claim, and the date of mailing by the Government of a no-
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tice to the claimant that his claim has been denied shall not be
counted as part of the period referred to in the preceding paragraph.

§ 287. Limitation on damages; marking and notice

Patentees, and persons making or selling any patented article for or
under them, may give notice to the public that the same is patented,
either by fixing thereon the word "patent" or the abbreviation "pat.",
together with the number of the patent, or when, from the character
of the article, this can not be done, by fixing to it, or to the package
wherein one or more of them is contained, a label containing a like
notice. In the event of failure so to mark, no damages shall be
recovered by the patentee in any action for infringement, except on
proof that the infringer was notified of the infringement and contin
ued to infringe thereafter, in which event damages may be recovered
only for infringement occurring after such notice. Filing of an action
for infringement shall constitute such notice.

§ 288. Action for infringement of a parent containing an invalid
claim

Whenever, without deceptive intention, a claim of a patent is
invalid, an action may be maintained for the infringement of a claim
of the patent which may be valid. The patentee shall recover no costs
unless a disclaimer of the invalid claim has been entered at the Patent
and Trademark Office before the commencement of the suit.
(Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 289. Additional remedy for infringemenr of design patent

Whoever during the term of a patent for a design, without license
of the owner, (1) applies the patented design, Or any colorable
imitation thereof, to any article of manufacture for the purpose of
sale, or (2) sells or exposes for sale any article of manufacture to

which such design or colorable imitation has been applied shall be
liable to the owner to the extent of his total profit, but not less than
$250, recoverable in any United States district court having jurisdic-

Nothing in this section shall .prevent.dessen.ror impeach any other
remedy which an owner of an infringed patent has under the
provisions of this title, but he shall not twice recover the profit made
from the infringement.
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§ 290. Notice of patent suits

The clerks of the courts of the United States, within one month
after the filing of an action under this title shall give notice thereof in
writing to the Commissioner, serting forth so far as known the names

...... .~nd addressesof..'h~ parties, name.of t~einvento:,a~dthedesignat~
·····-Tng·nt\ro)l~~Qf~th~~p~t~;.;t·t\PQ'R.;h]~liili~iiiI12il(l"ip·~~;.;:£~9~glif!E::::::::·

any other patent is subsequently included in the action he shall give
like notice thereof. Within one month after the decision is rendered
or a judgment issued the clerk ·of the court shall give notice thereof
to the Commissioner. The Commissioner shall, on receipt of such
notices, enter the same in the file of such patent.

§ 291. Iuterfering patents

The owner of an interfering patent may have relief against the
owner of another by civil action, and the court may adjudge the
question of the validity of any of the interfering patents, in whole Or
in part. The provisions of the second paragraph of section 146 of this
title shall apply to actions brought under this section.

§ 292. False marking

(a) Whoever, without the consent of the patentee, marks upon, Or
affixes to, or uses in advertising in connection with anything made,
used, or sold by him, the name or any imitation of the name of the
patentee, the patent number, or the words "patent," "patentee," or the
like, with the intent of counterfeiting Or imitating the mark of the
patentee, or of deceiving the public and inducing them to believe that
the thing was made or sold by or with the consent of the patentee; Or

Whoever marks upon, or affixes to, or uses in advertising in
connection with any unpatented article, the word "patent" or any
word or number importing the Same is patented, for the purpose of
deceiving the public; or

Whoever marks upon, or affixes to, or uses in advertising in
connection with any article, the words "patent applied for," "patent
pending," or any word importing that an application for patent has
been made, when no application for patent has been made, or if
made, is not pending, for the purpose of deceiving the public -

Shall be fined not more than $500 for every such offense. (b) Any
person may sue for the penalty, in which event one-half shall go to
the person suing and the other to the use of the United States.
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§ 293. Nonresident patentee; service and notice

Every patentee not residing in the United States may file in the
Patent and Trademark Office a written designation stating the name
and address of a person residing within the United States on whom
may be served process or notice of proceedings affecting the patent
or rights thereunder. If the person designated cannot be found at the
address given in the last designation, or if no person has been
designated, the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia shall have jurisdiction and summons shall be served by
publication or otherwise as the court directs. The court shall have the
same jurisdiction to take any action respecting the patent or rights
thereunder that it would have if the patentee were personally within
the jurisdiction of the court. (Amended January 2, 1975, Public Law
93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 294. Voluntary arbitration

(a) A contract involving a patent or any right under a patent may
contain a provision requiring arbitration of any dispute relating to
patent validity or infringement arising under the contract. In the
absence of such a provision, the parties to an existing patent validity
or infringement dispute may agree in writing to settle such dispute by
arbitration. Any such provision or agreement shall be valid, irrevoca
ble, and enforceable, except for any grounds that exist at law or in eq
uity for revocation of a contract.

(b) Arbitration of such disputes, awards by arbitrators and confir
mation of awards shall be governed by title 9, United States Code, to
the extent such title is not inconsistent with this section. In any such
arbitration proceeding, the defenses provided for under section 282 of
this title shall be considered by the arbitrator if raised by any party to
the proceeding.

(c) An award by an arbitrator shall be final and binding between
the parties to the arbitration but shall have no force or effect on any
other person. The parties to an arbitration may agree that in the event
a patent which is the subject matter of an award is subsequently

····determined···ro··be invaIid Oi"'unenforceableiiia jUdgmeiiftendered"'by
a court to competent jurisdiction from which no appeal can or has
been taken, such award may be modified by any court of competent
jurisdiction upon application by any party to the arbitration. Any such
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modification shall govern the rights and obligations between such
parties from the date of such modification.

(d) When an award is made by an arbitrator, the patentee, his
assignee or licensee shall give notice thereof in writing to the
Commissioner. There shall be a separate notice prepared for each

:::::::~f>at€iirin,,()lveain:"suclf"pr()~eeain&':~tlc~'noi'ic~:~hall'se("foft~:f~e';"~~""
names and addresses of the parties, the name of the inventor, and the" ....
name of the patent owner, shall designate the number of the patent,
and shall contain a copy of the award. If an award is modified by a
court, the party requesting such modification shall give notice of such
modification to the Commissioner. The Commissioner shall, upon
receipt of either notice, enter the same in the record of the prosecu-
tion of such patent. If the required notice is not filed with the
Commissioner, any party to the proceeding may provide such notice
to the Commissioner.

(e) The award shall be unenforceable until the notice required by
subsection (d) is received by the Commissioner. (Added August 27,
1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 17(bXl), 96 Stat. 322.)

CHAPTER 30 - PRIOR ART CITATIONS To OFFICE AND
REEXAMINATION OF PATENTS

SEC.

301. Citation of prior art.
302. Request-for reexamination.
303. Determination of issue by Commissioner.
304. Reexamination order by Commissioner.
305. Conduct of reexamination proceedings.
306. Appeal.
307. Certificate of patentability, unpatentability, and claim cancellation.

§ 301. Citation of prior art

Any person at any time may cite to the Office in writing prior art
consisting of patents or printed publications which that person
believes to have a bearing on the patentability of any claim of a
particular patent. If the person explains in writing the pertinency and
manner of applying such prior art to at least one claim of the patent,
the citation of such prior art and the explanation thereof will become
a part of the official file of the patent. At the written request of the
person citing the prior art, his or her identity will be excluded from
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the patent file arid kept confidential.' (Added December 12, 1980,
Public Law 96-517, sec. 1, 94 Stat. 3015.)

§ 302. Request for reexamination

Any person at any time may file a .requesr forreexamination by the
Office of any claim of apatent on the basis of any prior art cited un
der the provisions of section 301 of this title. The requestmust be in
writing and must be accompanied by payment of a reexamination fee
established by the Commissioner ofParents pursuant to the provi
sions of section 41Sf this title. The request.. must set forth the
pertinency and manner applying cited' prior art to evety claim fot
which reexamination is requested. Unless the requesting person is the
owner of the patent, the Commissioner promptly will send a copy-of
the request to the owner of record of the patent. (Added December
12, 1980, Public Law 96-517, sec. 1,94 Stat. 3015.)

§ 303. Determination of issue by Commissioner

(a) Within three months following the filing of a request for
reexamination under the provisions of section 302 of this title, the
Commissioner will determine whether a substantial new question of
patentability affecting any claim of the patent concerned is raised by
the request, with or without consideration of other patents or printed
publications, On his own initiative, and any time, the Commissioner
may determine whether a substantial new question of patentability is
raised by patents and publications discovered by him or cited under
the provisions of section 301 of this title.

(b) A record of the Commissioner's determination under subsection
(a) of this section will be placed in the official file of the patent, and a
copy promptly will be given or mailed to the owner of record of the
patent and to the person requesting reexamination, if any.

(c) A determination by the Commissioner pursuant to subsection
(a) of this section that no substantial new question of patentability has
been raised will be final and nonappealable. Upon such a determina
tion, the Commissioner may refund a portion of the reexamination fee
required under section 302 of this title. (Added December 12, 1980,

"~"··..·..•..•..~Public·haw"·96·517;"sec,··t,.94··Stat;"30t5·,y.................. . . .

§ 304. Reexamination order by Commissioner

If, in a determination made under the provisions of subsection
303(a) of this title, the Commissioner finds that a substantial new
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question of patentability affecting any claim of a patent is raised, the
determination will incl~de an order for reexamination of the patent
for resblut\on of the question; The patent owner will be given a
reasonable period, notless than two months from the date a copy of
the deterrnination is given of mailed to him, within which he may file

,,:::'::¥:si~1Iii1,egt()j1's~?~9~e~tigg1:iilcrll~iil~:~ilraii1eli~lrle"n~'f()'~rs:jJ~~~If~::::"'::"""
and new claim or claims he may wish to propose, for consideration in
the, reexamination. If'the patent owner files such a statement; he
promprlywillserve 'a copy of it on the person who has requested
reexamination under the provisions of section 302 of this title. Within
a: period of two months from the date of service, that person may file
and have considered in the.reexamination a reply roany statement
filed 'by the patent owner. That person promptly will serve on the
patent owner a copy bf~rY replyfiled. (Added December 12, 1980,
Public Law 96-517, sec. 1, 94 Stat. 3016.)

§ 305. Conduct of reexamination proceedings

After the times for filing the statement and reply provided for by
sectibn304 of this title have expifed,reexaminatiot) will be conducted
according to the proceduresesrablished for initial examination under
the provisions of sections 132 and 133 of this title. In any reexamina
tion proceeding under this chapter, the patent owner-will be permitted
to propose any amendment to his patent 'and a new claim or claims
thereto, in order to distinguish the invention as claimed from the prior
art cited under the provisions of 'section 301 of this title, or it)
response to a decision adverse to the patentability of a claim of a pat
ent. No proposed amended or dew claim enlarging the scope of a
claim of the patent willbepetmitted in a reexamination proceeding
under this chapter, All reexamination proceedings under this section,
including any appeal rothe 'Board of Patent Appeals and Interfer
ences, will be conducted with special dispatch within the Office:
(Added December 12, 1980, Public Law 96·517, sec. 1, 94 Stat. 3016;
Amended November 8, 1984, Pub!ic'Law98-622,Sec. 204 (c), 98 Stat.
3388.)

§ 306. Appeal

The patent owner involved it) a reexamination proceeding under
this chapter may appeal underthe provisions of sectjon 134 of this ti
tle, and may seek court review under the provisions of sections 141 to
145 of this title, with respect to any decision adverse to the
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patentability of any original Ot proposed amended Or new claim of
the patent; (Added December 12, 1980, Public Law 96-517, sec. 1, 94
Stat. 3016.)

§ 307. Certificate of patentability, unpatentability, and claim
cancellation

(a) In a reexamination proceeding under this chapter, when the time
for appeal has expired or any appeal proceeding has terminated, the
Commissioner will issue and publish a certificate canceling any claim
of the patent finally determined to be unpatentable, confirming any
claim of the patent determined to be patentable, and incorporating in
the patent any proposed amended or new claim determined to be
patentable.

(b) Any proposed amended or new claim determined to be patent
able and incorporated into a patent following a reexamination
proceeding will have the same effect as that specified in section 252
of this title for reissued patents on the right of any person who made,
purchased, or used anything patented by such proposed amended or
new claim, or who made substantial preparation for the same, prior to

issuance of a certificate under the provisions of subsection (a) of this
section. (Added December 12, 1980, Public Law 96-517, sec. 1,94 Stat.
3016.)

PART IV - PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

CHAPTER 35 - DEFINITIONS

SEC.

351. Definitions.

§ 351. Definitions

When used in this part unless the context otherwise indicates 
(a) The term "treaty" means the Patent Cooperation Treaty done

at Washington, on June 19, 1970, excluding chapter II thereof.
(b) The term "Regulations," when capitalized, means the Regula-

tions under the treaty excluding part C thereof, done at Washing
o,ton"onootheosameooodateoooasotheootreaty.oooTheoooterm.o,:o:regulations,::ooo:when,oooo..,"OOO'O

not capitalized; means the regulations established by the Commis
sioner under this title.

(c) The term "international application" means an application
filed under the treaty.
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(d) The term "international application originating in the Vnited
States" means an international application filed in the Patent Office
when it is acting as a Receiving Office under the treaty, irrespective'
of whether or not the V nited States has been designated in that in
ternational application.

~········tetTh~··terfu'·"iittetita:til5f1tt·i11515liti1titjf1··<le~igni1tiitg·the··Tj)tited·······~··~·

States"means 'an 'lntetnatlonafappf!catlonspeCl(ylngtlleUnlted '"
States as a country in which a patent is sought, regardless where
such international application is filed.

(f) The term "Receiving Office" means a national patent office
or intergovernmental organization which receives and processes
international applications as prescribed by the treaty and the
Regulations.

(g) The term "International Searching Authority" means a na
tional patent office or intergovernmental organization as appointed
under the treaty which processes international applications as
prescribed by the treaty and the Regulations.

(h) The term "International Bureau" means the international
intergovernmental organization which is recognized as the coordi
nating body under the treaty and the Regulations.

(i) Terms and expressions not defined in this part are to be taken
in the sense indicated by the treaty and the Regulations. (Added
November 14, 1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 1, 89 Stat. 685.)

CHAPTER 36 - INTERNATIONAL STAGE

SEC

361. Receiving Office.
362. International Searching Authority.
363. International application designating the United States: Effect.
364. International stage: Procedure.
365. Right of priority; benefit of the filing date of a prior application.
366. Withdrawn international application.
367. Actions of other authorities: Review.
368. Secrecy of certain inventions; filing international applications in

foreign countries.

§ 361. Receiving Office

(a) The Patent Office shall act as a Receiving Office for interna
tional applications filed by nationals or residents of the United States.
In accordance' with any agreement made between the Vnited States
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and another country, the Patent Office may also act as a Receiving
Office for international applications filed by residentS Or nationals of
such country who are entitled to file international applications.

(b) The Patent Office shall perform all acts connected with the
discharge of duties required of a Receiving Office, including the
collection of international fees and their transmittal to the Interna
tional Bureau.

(c) International applications filed in the Patent Office shall be in
the English language.. .

(d) The basic fee portion of the international fee, and the transmit
tal and search fees prescribed under section 376(a) of tliis part, shall be
paid on filing of an i~ternational application or within one month
after the date of such filing. Payment of designation fees may be
made on filing and shall be made not later than One year from the pri
ority date of the international application. (Added November 14, 1975,
Public Law 94.131,sec. 1, 89 Stat. 686; Amended November 8, i984,
Public Law 98-622, Sec. 401 (a), 98 Stat. 3391.)

§ 362. International Searching Authority

The Patent Office may act as an International Searching Authority
with respect to international applications in accordance with the terms
and conditions of an, agreement which may be concluded with the
International Bureau. (Added November 14, 1975, Public Law 94'131,
sec. 1, 89 Stat. 686.)

§ 363. International application designating the United States:
Effect

An international application designating the United States shall
have the. effect, from its international filing date under article 11 of
the treaty, of a national application for patent regularly filed. in the
Patent Office except as otherwise provided in sectibnl02(e)pf this
title. (Added November 14, 1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 1, 89 Stat.
686.)

................1.~64 ..... I.et.~reation,alst~!\~; J')rocedure.

(a). International applications shall be processed by the. Patent
Oflice when actirig' as aReceiving Office or Irit'ern~tionat Searching
Authority, or both.yin accordance with the applicable provisions of
the treaty, the Regulations, and this title.
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(b) An applicant's failure ro act within prescribed time limits in
connection with requirements pertaining ro a pending international
application may be excused upon a showing satisfactory to the
Commissioner of unavoidable delay, to the extent not precluded by
the treaty and the Regulations, and provided the conditions imposed

::":IiY"t~~lt~att:~~dth:e:R~~ulatr<5ns-r~~a't~i~~"t~~:exttrse~"6f~-suth'fail~'~~':"""":'
... to act are complied with. (Added November 14, 1975, Public I..a"';'94- ,

131, sec. 1, 89 Stat. 686.)

§ 365. Right of priority; benefit of the filing date of a prior
application

(a) In accordance with the conditions and requirements of section
119 of this title, a national application shall be entitled to the right of
priority based on a prior filed international application which desig
nated at least one country other than the United States.

(b) In accordance with the conditions and requirement of the first
paragraph of section 119 of this title and the treaty and the
Regulations, an international application designating the United
States shall be entitled ro the right of priority based on a prior foreign
application, or a prior international application designating at least
One country other than the United States.

(c) In accordance with the conditions and tequirements of section
120 of this title, an international application designating the United
States shall be entitled to the benefit of the filing date of a prior na
tional application or a prior international application designating the
United States, and a national application shall be entitled ro the
benefit of the filing date of a prior international application designat
ing the United States. If any claim for the benefit of an eatlier filing
date is based on a prior internationalupplication which designated
but did not originate in the United States, the Commissioner may
require the filing in the Patent Office .ofa certified copy of such
application rogether with a translatiohthereof inro the English
language, if it was filed in another language. (Added November 14,
1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 1, 89 Stat. 686.)

§ 366. Withdrawn international application

Subject to section 367 of this part, if an international application
designating the United States is withdrawn.or considered withdrawn,
either generally or as to the United States, under the conditions of the
treaty and the Regulations, before the applicant has complied with the
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applicable requirements prescribed by section 371(c) of this part, the
designation of the United States shall have no effect after the date of
withdrawal and shall be considered as not having been made, unless a
claim for the benefit of a prior filing date under section 365(c) of this
part was made in a national application, or an international applica
tion designating the United States, filed before the date of such
withdrawal. However, such withdrawn international application may
serve as the basis for a claim of priority under section 365(a) and (b) of
this part, if it designated a country other than the United States.
(Added November 14, 1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 1, 89 Stat. 687;
Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law 98-622, sec. 401(b), 98 Stat.
3391.)

§ 367. Actions of other authorities: Review

(a) Where a Receiving Office other than the Patent Office has
refused to accord an international filing date to an international
application designating the United States or where it has held such
application to be withdrawn either generally or as to the United
States, the applicant may request review of the matter by the
Commissioner, on compliance with the requirements of and within
the time limits specified by the treaty and the Regulations. Such
review may result in a determination that such application be
considered as pending in the national stage.

(b) The review under subsection (a) of this section, subject to the
same requirements and conditions, may also be requested in those
instances where an international application designating the United
States is considered withdrawn due to a finding by the International
Bureau under article 12(3) of the treaty. (Added November 14, 1975,
Public Law 94-131, sec. 1, 89 Stat. 687.)

§ 368. Secrecy of certain inventions; filing international applica
tions in foreign countries

(a) International applications filed in the Patent Office shall be
subject to the provisions of chapter 17 of this title.

(b) In accordance with article 27(8) of the treaty, the filing of an in-
c.'. rernational.application. in ..a.countryotherthan.rhe.Unired Srates on .

the invention made in this country shall be considered to constitute
the filing of an application in a foreign country within the meaning of
chapter 17 of this title, whether or not the United States is designated
in that international application.
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(c) If a license to file in a foreign counrry is refused or if an
international application is ordered to be kept secret and a permit
refused, rhe Parenr Office when acring as a Receiving Office or
International Searching Authority, or both, may not disclose the
contents of such application to anyone not authorized to receive such

"":":diScfosure:"(Aaaea"Novem15er"14;1975:Publit"Law~94"131:~SeC:"T;"89""""""""""" ""
""" "Stat. 687.) . .

CHAPTER 37 - NATIONAL STAGE

SEC.

371. National stage: Commencement.
372. National stage: Requirements and procedure.
373. Improper applicant.
374. Publication of international application: Effect.
375. Patent issued on international application: Effect.
376. Fees.

§ 371. National stage: Commencement

(a) Receipt from the International Bureau of copies of international
applications with amendments to the claims, if any, and international
search reports may be required in the case of all international
applications designating the United States.

(b) Subject to subsection (f) of this section, the national stage shall
commence with the expiration of the applicable time limit under
article 22(1) or (2) of the treaty.

(c) The applicant shall file in the Patent Office -
(1) the national fee prescribed under section 376(aX4) of this part;
(2) a copy of the international application, unless not required

under subsection (a) of this section or already communicated by
the International Bureau, and a translation into the English lan
guage of the international application, if it was filed in another
language;

(3) amendments, if any, to the claims in the international
application, made under article 19 of the treaty, unless such
amendments have been communicated to the Patent Office by the
International Bureau, and a translation into the English language if
such amendments were made in another language;

(4) an oath or declaration of the inventor (or other person
authorized under chapter 11 of this title) complying with the
requirements of section 115 of this title and with regulations
prescribed for oaths or declarations of applicants.
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(d) The requirements with respect to the national fee referred to in
subsection (cX1), the translation referred to in subsection (cX2), and
the oath or declaration referred to in subsection (cX4) of this section
shall be complied with by the date of the commencement of the
national stage or by such later time as may be fixed by the
Commissioner. The copy of the international application referred to in
subsection (cX2) shall be submitted by the date of the commencement
of the national stage. Failure to comply with these requirements shall
be regarded as abandonment of the application by the parties thereof,
unless it be shown to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that such
failure to comply was unavoidable. The payment of a surcharge may
be required as a condition of accepting the national fee referred to in
subsection (cXt) or the oath or declaration referred to in subsection
(cX4) of this section if these requirements are not met by the date of
the commencement of the national stage. The requirements of
subsection (cX3) of this section shall be complied with by the date of
the commencement of the natioal stage, and failure to do so shall be
regarded as a cancellation of the amendments to the claims in the
international application made under article 19 of the treaty.

(e) After an international application has entered the national stage,
no patent maybe granted or refused thereon before the expiration of
the applicable time limit' under article 28 of the treaty, except with the
express consent of the applicant. The applicant may present amend
ments to the specification, claims, and drawings of the application
after the national stage has commenced.

(f) At the express request of the applicant, the national stage of
processing may be commenced at any time at which the application is
in order for such purpose and the applicable requirements of subsec
tion (c) of this section have been complied with. (Added November
14, 1975, public Law 94-131, sec. 1, 89 Stat. 688; Amended November
8, 19S4, Public Law 98,622, sec. 402(b), 98 Stat. 3391.)

§ 372. National stage: Requirements and procedure

(a) All questions of substance and, within the scope of the

...,..... .....req':'i~ell1e':'t~()f.t.~etreatyan,d· It~~,:,l~:.ion~~l'r()ced,:,rein,.. ~n in,t~~n~:
"-tiop~Gppli~~ti~;; d~~ig;;~t;;;itheUnitedSt~esshalibe dete;ffiI~edas

in the case of national applications regularly filed in the Patent Office.
(b) In case of international applications designating but not origi

nating in, the United States -
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(1) the Commissioner may cause to be reexamined questions
relating to form and contents of the application in accordance with
the requirements of the treaty and the Regulations;

(2) the Commissioner may cause the question of unity of
invention to be reexamined under section 121 of this title. within

and
(3) the Commissioner may require a verification of the transla

tion of the international application or any other document
pertaining to the application if the application or other document
was filed in a language other than English. (Added November 14,
1975, Public Law 94-131, sec.1, 89 Stat. 689; Amended November 8,
1984, Public Law 98-622, sec. 402(e), 98 Stat. 3392.)

§ 373. Improper applicant

An international application designating the United States, shall
not be accepted by the Patent Office for the national stage if it was
filed by anyone not qualified under chapter 11 of this title to be an
applicant for the purpose of filing a national application in the United
States. Such international applications shall not serve as the basis for
the benefit of an earlier filing date under section 120 of this title in a
subsequently filed application, but may serve as the basis for a claim
of the right of priority under section 119 of this title, if the United
States was not the sole country designated in such international
application. (Added November 14, 1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. I, 89
Stat. 689.)

§ 374. Publication of international application: Effect

The publication under the treaty of an international application
shall confer no rights and shall have no effect under this title other
than that of a printed publication. (Added November 14, 1975, Public
Law 94-131, sec. 1,89 Stat. 689.)

§ 375. Patent issued on international application: Effect

(a) A patent may be issued by the Commissioner based on an
international application designating the United States, in accordance
with the provisions of this title. Subject to section 102(e) of this title,
such patent shall have the force and effect of a patent issued on a na
tional application filed under the provisions of chapter 11 of this title.

on
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(b) Where due to an incorrect translation the scope of a patent
granted on an international application designating the United States,
which was not originally filed in the English language, exceeds the
scope of the international application in its original language, a court
of competent jurisdiction may retroactively limit the scope of the
patent, by declaring it unenforceable to the extent that it exceeds the
scope of the international application in its original language. (Added
November 14, 1975, Public Law 94-131, sec. 1, 89 Stat. 689.)

§ 376. Fees

(a) The required payment of the international fee, which amount is
specified in the Regulations, shall be paid in United States currency.
The patent Office may also charge the following fees:

(1) A transmittal fee (see section 361(d));
(2) A search fee (see section 361(d));
(3) A supplemental search fee (to be paid when required);
(4) A national fee (see section 371(c));
(5) Such other fees as established by the Commissioner.

(b) The amounts of fees specified in subsection (a) of this section,
except the international fee, shall be prescribed by the Commissioner.
He may refund any sum paid by mistake or in excess of the fees so
specified, or if required under the treaty and the Regulations. The
Commissioner may also refund any part of the search fee, where he
determines such refund to be warranted. (Added November 14, 1975,
Public Law 94.131, sec. 1, 89 Stat. 690; Amended November 8, 1984,
Public Law 98·622, sec. 402(g), 98 Stat. 3392.)
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UNITED STATES CODE

TITLE 15, CHAPTER 22 - TRADEMARKS

SUBCHAPTER I -

1072.

1071.

1058.

1051. Registration; application; payment of fees; designation of resident for
service of process and notice.
Trademarks registrable on principal __~~g!~ter; concurrent registration.
Service marks-registrable.
Collective marks and certification marks registrable.
Use by related~companies affecting validity and registration.
Disclaimer ej,f unregistrable matter.
Certificates b£-registration.

(a) Issuance andform,
(b) Certificate as prima facie evidence.
(c) lssuanel to assignee.
(d) Surrender, cancellation, or amendment by registrant.
(e) Copies of Patent and Trademark Office records as evidence.
(I) Correction of Patent and Trademark Office mistake.
(g) Corre't-ti.0n of applicant's mistake.

Duration of ,~egistration; cancellation; affidavit of continued use;
notice of Commissioner's,action. ----..
Renewal of registration.
Assignment of mark; execution; recording; purchaser without notice.
Execution of acknowledgments and verifications.
Publication; proceedings on refusal of registration; republication of
marks registered under prior acts.
Opposition to registration.

4. Can<;ellation of registration.
~ Incontestability of right to use mark under certain conditions.

Interference; declaration by Commissioner.
Interference, opposition, and proceedings for concurrent use registra
tion or for cancellation; notice; Trademark Trial and Appeal Board.
Same; action of Commissioner.
Application of equitable principles in inter partes proceedings.
Appeals to Trademark Trial and Appeal Board from decisions of
examiners.
Appeals to COurts.

(a) Persons entitled to appeal; Court of Appeals for the Federal
Circuit; waiver of civil action; election of civil action by
adverse party; procedure.

(b) Civil action; persons entitled to; jurisdiction of court; status of
Commissioner; procedure.

Registration as constructive notice of claim of ownership.

1052.
1053.
1054.
1055.
1056.
1057.

1068.
1069.
1070.

1059.
1060.
1061.
1062.

1063.
106.

to65.
1066.
1067.
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SUBCHAPTER II - SUPPLEMENTAL REGISTER

1091. Marks registrable on supplemental register; application and proceed
ings for registration; nature of mark; mark used in foreign commerce.

1092. Publication; not subject to opposition; cancellation.
1093. Registration certificates for marks on principal and supplemental

registers to be different.
1094. Provisions of chapter applicable to registrations on supplemental

register.
1095. Registration on principal register not precluded.
1096. Registration on supplemental register not used to stop importations.

SUBCHAPTER III - GENERAL PROVISIONS

1111.

1112.

1113.
1114.

1115.

1116.
1117.

111B.

1119.
1120.
1121.
1122.
1123.

1124.
1125.
1126.

Notice of registration; display with mark; recovery of profits and
damages in infringement suit.
Classification of goods and services; registration in plurality of
classes.
Fees.
Remedies; infringement; innocent infringement by printers and
publishers.
Registration on principal register as evidence of exclusive right to use
mark; defenses.
Injunctions; enforcement; notice to Commissioner.
Recovery for violation of rights; profits, damages and costs; attorney
fees.
Destruction of infringing articles.
Power of Court over registration.
Civil liability for false or fraudulent registration.
Jurisdiction of Federal courts.
Repealed.
Rules and regulations for conduct of proceedings in Patent and
Trademark Office.
Importation of goods bearing infringing marks or names forbidden.
False designations of origin and false descriptions forbidden.
International conventions.

(a) Register of marks communicated by international bureaus.
(b) Benefitsof section to persons whose country of origin is party

to convention or treaty.
(c) Prior registration in country of origin; country of origin

defined.
@Jl:ight of priority.
(erRegIstratronon~pr;ncipaToi~supplemefital·fegister~·'Co!,Y~of··~·~·

foreign registration.
(f) Domestic registration independent of foreign registration.
(g) Trade or commercial names of foreign nationals protected

without registration.
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(h) Protection of foreign nationals against unfait competition.
(i) Citizens or residents of United States entitled to benefits of

section.
1127. Construction and definitions; intent of chapter.
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SUBCHAPTER I - PRINCIPAL REGISTER

SEC.

1051. Registration; application; payment of fees; designation of resident for
service of process and notice.

1052. Trademarks registrable on principal register; concurrent registration.
1053. Service marks registrable.
1054. Collective marks and certification marks registrable.
1055. Use by related companies affecting validity and registration.
1056. Disclaimer of unregistrable matter.
1057. Certificates of registration - Issuance and form.
1058. Duration of registration; cancellation; affidavit of continued use;

notice of Commissioner's action.
1059. Renewal of registration.
1060. Assignment of mark; execution; recording; purchaser without notice.
1061. Execution of acknowledgments and verifications.
1062. Publication; proceedings on refusal of registration; republication of

marks registered under prior acts.
1063. Opposition ro registration.
1064. Cancellation of registration.
1065. Incontestability of right to use mark under certain conditions.
1066. Interference; declaration by Commissioner.
1067. Interference, opposition, and proceedings for concurrent use registra-

tion or for cancellation; notice; Trademark Trial and Appeal Board.
1068. Same; action of Commissioner.
1069. Application of equitable principles in inter partes proceedings.
1070. Appeals to Trademark Trial and Appeal Board from decisions of

examiners.
1071. Appeal to Courts - Persons entitled to appeal; Court of Appeals for

the Federal Circuit; waiver of civil action; election of civil action by
adverse party; procedure.

1072. Registration as constructive notice of claim of ownership.

*§ 1051 Registration; application; payment of fees; designation of
resident for service of process and notice [Section 1]

The owner of a trademark used in commerce may register his
trademark under this chapter on the principal register established:

(a) By filing in the Patent and Trademark Office -
(1) a written application, in such form as may be prescribed by

the Commissioner, verified by the applicant, or by a member of the

.[Ed. Note: Following each official section cite and caption, in brackets, is a reference to the unofficial,
but often referred to, section citation. Thus, for example, 15 U.S.c. 1125(a) is also section 43(a) of the
Trademark (Lanham) Act of 1946, as amended.]
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firm or an officer of rhe corporation or association applying
specifying applicant's domicile and citizenship, the date of appli
cant's first use of the mark, the date of applicant's first use of the
mark in commerce, the goods in connection with which the mark
is used and the mode or manner in which the markis used in .,,,,_,,,".",,,.,,·,..,,,,,_;:v...,,,".. ,,,,·,,,,.~,,,,,,,.c·,.,-,, ...-,,·""=",..·" ..,,,:c~,,,,,,·,_,,,,,,_,· ..,,,.;;._.c;~,,=," ..·,,, .."·,,,",c,_.,=,",c.,·~"".'·""'o.,", ..;:·"·,,,,·"~·._."0~,,"~",,"~""·""< __~.·_._·" ,~".·" ." ._.o , .~ m~_••."_hV•• " __.~~_··_"·

cc .connection with ..such... goods, and ...including-a-stacemene..to..rhe-.
effect that the person making the verification believes himself, or
the firm, corporation, or association in whose behalf he makes the
verification, to be the owner of the mark sought to be registered,
that the mark is in use in commerce, and that nO other person,
firm, corporation, or association, to the best of his knowledge and
belief, has the right to use such mark in commerce either in the
identical form thereof or in such near resemblance thereto as to be
likely, when applied to the goods of such other person, to cause
confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive: Provided, That in the
case of every application claiming concurrent use the applicant
shall state exceptions to his claim of exclusive use, in which he
shall specify, to the extent of his knowledge, any concurrent use by
others, the goods in connection with which and the areas in which
each concurrent use exists, the periods of each use, and the goods
and area for which the applicant desires registration;

(2) a drawing of the mark; and
(3) such number of specimens or facsimiles of the mark as

actually used as may be required by the Commissioner.
(b) By paying into the Patent and Trademark Office the filing fee.
(c) By complying with such rules or regulations, not inconsistent

with law, as may be prescribed by the Commissioner.
(d) If the applicant is not domiciled in the United States he shall

designate by a written document filed in the Patent and Trademark
Office the name and address or some person resident in the United
States on whom may be served notices or process in proceedings
affecting the mark. Such notices Or process may be served upon the
person so designated by leaving with him or mailing to him' a copy
thereof at the address specified in the last designation so filed. If the
person so designated cannot be found at the address given in the last
designation, such notice or process may be served upon the Commis
sioner. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I, sec. 1, 60 Stat. 427; October 9,
1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 1, 76 Stat. 769; January 2, 1975, Public
Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)
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§ 1052. Trademarks registrable on principal register; concurrent
registration [Section 2]

No trademark by which the goods of the applicant may be
distinguished from the goods of others shall be refused registration
on the principal register on account of its nature unless it -

(a) Consists of or comprises immoral, deceptive, or scandalous
matter; or matter which may disparage or falsely suggest a connection
with persons, living or dead, institutions, beliefs, or national symbols,
or bring them into contempt, or disrepute.

(b) Consists of or comprises the flag or Coat of arms or other
insignia of the United States, or of any State or municipality, or of
any foreign nation, or any simulation thereof.

(c) Consists of or comprises a name, portrait, or signature identify
ing a particular living individual except by his written consent, or the
name, signature, Or portrait of a deceased President of the United
States" during the life of his widow, if any, except by the written
consent of the widow.

(d) Consists of or comprises a mark which so resembles a mark
registered in the Patent and Trademark Office or a mark or trade
name previously used in the United States by another and not
abandoned, as ro be likely, when applied to the goods of the
applicant, to cause confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive:
Provided, That when the Commissioner determines that confusion,
mistake, or deception is not likely to result from the continued use by
more than one person of the same or similar marks under conditions
and limitations as to the mode or place of use of the marks or the
goods in connection with which such marks are used, concurrent
registrations may be issued to such persons when they have become
entitled to use such marks as a result of their concurrent lawful use in
commerce prior to (i) the eatliest of the filing dates of the applications
pending or of any registration issued under this chapter; or (ii)July 5,
1<)47, in the case of registrations previously issued under the Act of
March 3, 1881, or February 20, 1905, and continuing in full force and
effect on that date; or (iii) July 5, 1947, in the case of applications filed
under the Act of February 20, 1905, and registered after July 5, 1947.

"<~<"""~<"~~~~"eOrfC1.ifrefie"te1tisttj[trOfis<"rrray""<also<~b<e~iss1.iee:t""'by,"tlre"€ommissioner'~""

when a court of competent jurisdiction has finally determined that
more than one person is entitled to use the same or similar marks in
commerce. In issuing concurrent registrations, the Commissioner shall
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prescribe conditions and limitations as to the mode or place of use of
the mark or the goods in connection with which such mark is
registered to the respective persons.

(e) Consists of a mark which, (1) when applied to the goods of the
........ applicant. is merdy. descriptive or. d~ceptiv~ly mi~dessriptiveofthem,__ .
::q;(2Eih~n..• ippjj~Jiq=~iiegQQJ~-Qr~ii~appjj~a~;-jsp;fmariI y- -- - - -- .

geographically descriptive or deceptively misdescriptive of them,
except as indications of regional origin may be registrable under
section 1054 of this title, or (3) is primarily merely a surname.

(f)Except as expressly excluded in paragraphs (a)-(d) of this section,
nothing in this chapter shall prevent the registration of a mark used
by the applicant which has become distinctive of the applicant's
goods in commerce. The Commissioner may accept as prima facie
evidence that the mark has become distinctive, as applied to the
applicant's goods in commerce, proof of substantially exclusive and
continuous use thereof as a mark by the applicant in commerce for
the five years next preceding the date of the filing of the application
for its registration. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I, sec. 2,60 Stat. 428; Oc
tober 9, 1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 2, 76 Stat. 769; January 2, 1975,
Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 1053. Service marks registrable [Section 3]

Subject to the provisions relaring to the registration of trademarks,
so far as they are applicable, service marks used in commerce shall be
registrable, in the same manner and with the same effect as are
trademarks, and when registered they shall be entitled to the protec
tion provided in this chapter in the case of trademarks, except when
used so as to represent falsely that the owner thereof makes or sells
the goods on which such mark is used. The Commissioner may
establish a separate register for such service marks. Applications and
procedure under this section shall conform as nearly as practicable to

those prescribed for the registration of trademarks. (July 5, 1946, c.
540, Title I, sec. 3, 60 Stat. 429.)

§ 1054. Collective marks and certification marks registrable [Sec
tion 4]

Subject to the provisions relating to the registration of trademarks,
so far as they are applicable, collective and certification marks,
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including indications of regional origin used in commerce, shall be .
registrable under this chapter, in the same manner and with the same
effect as are trademarks, by persons, and nations, States, municipal
ities, and the like, exercising legitimate control over the use of the
marks sought to be registered, even though not possessing an
industrial or commercial establishment, and when registered they shall
be entitled to the protection provided in this chapter in the case of
trademarks, except when used so as to represent falsely that the owner
or a user thereof makes or sells the goods or performs the services on
or in connection with which such mark is used. The Commissioner
may establish a separate register for such collective marks and
certification marks. Applications and procedure under this section
shall conform as nearly as practicable to those prescribed for the
registration of trademarks. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I, sec. 4, 60 Stat.
429.)

§ 1055. Use by related companies affecting validity and registra
tion [Section 5]

Where a registered mark or a mark sought to be registered is or
may be used legitimately by related companies, such use shall inure to
the benefit of the registrant or applicant for registration, and such use
shall not affect the validity of such mark or of its registration,
provided such mark is not used in such manner as to deceive the
public. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I, sec. 5, 60 Stat. 429.)

§ 1056. Disclaimer nf unregistrable matter [Section 6]

(a) The Commissioner may require the applicant to disclaim an
unregistrable component of a mark otherwise registrable. An appli
cant may voluntarily disclaim a component of a mark sought to be
registered.

(b) No disclaimer, including those made under paragraph (d) of
section 1057 of this title shall prejudice Or affect the applicant's or
registrant's rights then existing or thereafter arising in the disclaimed

.... m~\\~t,gJ.hisJigbLQLI~gi~\t~SiQ.!)...g.!).... ~!}Q.th~t.~ppli~~tiQ,:: ... if.t~.~ ..
disclaimed matter he or shall .have become. distinctive ofhis.goods.or
services. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I, sec. 6, 60 Stat. 429; October 9,
1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 3, 76 Stat. 769.)
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§ 1057. Certificates of registration [Section 7]

Issuance and form

(a) Certificates of registration of marks registered unon the princi
oal register shall be issued in the name of the United States of

,"""".,,,,-~,..,,,..--;;r:.,:,;,,.,_.',,,,,,,,~.. ,,.',,,,.....,," ..;''''"....,,,..,'''''..;.."'',.'"":.,,':..,,.''''.,..~...~.=,;.,,, ..,~~,",· ..:,:·."",...c"-,;"-"·",~"""·; ..",·,,,,,:..,~·;,,,= ..,.:·..~"'""S,,",', ..,:,,"..,,',,·,'..,~.'....,"""',"','·0·'·,,"""',·"""""=:""':"·""""·O<=""""·:,,e'I_',,","·,""","-'~·""":,"c. " ,:..:c.,,,:~,,,,_,

.Arnerica, under the .sealofthe,Patent and.Trademark Office.iandshall- " ,
be signed by the Commissioner or have his signature placed thereon,
and a record thereof shall be kent in the Patent and Trademark
Office. The registration shall reproduce the mark, and state that the
mark is registered on the principal register under this chanter, the date
of the first use of the mark, the date of the first use of the mark in
commerce, the particular goods or services for which it is registered,
the number and date of the registration, the term thereof, the date on
which the application for registration was received in the Patent and
Trademark Office, and any conditions and limitations that may be
imposed in the registration.

Certificate as prima facie evidence

(b) A certificate of registration of a mark unon the principal register
provided by this chanter shall be prima facie evidence of the validity
of the registration, registrant's ownership of the mark, and of
registrant's exclusive right to use the mark in commerce in connection
with the goods or services specified in the certificate, subject to any
conditions and limitations stated therein.

Issuance to assignee

(c) A certificate of registration of a mark may be issued to the
assignee of the applicant, but the assignment must first be recorded in
the Patent and Trademark Office. In case of change of ownership the
Commissioner shall, at the request of the owner and unon a nroner
showing and the nayment of the fee provided in this chanter, issue to
such assignee a new certificate of registration of the said mark in the
name of such assignee, and for the unexpired part of the original
period,

Surrender. cancellation, or amendment by registrant

(d) Upon application of the registrant the Commissioner may
permit any registration to be surrendered for cancellation, and unon
cancellation appropriate entry shall be made in the records of the
Patent and Trademark Office. Upon application of the registrant and
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payment of the prescribed fee, the Commissioner for good cause may
permit any registration to be amended or to be disclaimed in part:
Provided, That the amendment or disclaimer does not alter materially
the character of the mark. Appropriate entry shall be made in the
records of the Patent and Trademark Office and upon the certificate
of registration or, if said certificate is lost Or destroyed, upon a
certified copy thereof.

Copies of Patent and Trademark Office records as evidence

(e) Copies of any records, books, papers, or drawings belonging to
the Patent and Trademark Office relating to marks, and copies of
registrations, when authenticated by the seal of the Patent and
Trademark Office and certified by the Commissioner, or in his name
by an employee of the Office duly designated by the Commissioner,
shall be evidence in all cases wherein the originals would be evidence;
and any person making application therefor and paying the fee
required by law shall have such copies.

Correction of Patent and Trademark Office mistake

(f) Whenever a material mistake in a registration, incurred through
the fault of the Patent and Trademark Office, is clearly disclosed by
the records of the Office a certificate stating the fact and nature of
such mistake, shall be issued without charge and recorded and a
printed copy thereof shall be attached to each printed copy of the
registration and such corrected registration shall thereafter have the
same effect as if the same had been originally issued in such corrected
form, or in the discretion of the Commissioner a new certificate of
registration may be issued without charge. All certificates of correc
tion heretofore issued in accordance with the rules of the Patent and
Trademark Office and the registrations to which they are attached
shall have the same force and effect as if such certificates and their is
sue had been specifically authorized by statute.

Correction of applicant's mistake

(g) Whenever a mistake has been made in a registration and a
showing has been made that such mistake occurred in good faith

...w~!hEQHgnIh~J~\'ILQL!h~.~ppEsal}t, tne,C:Q1l!1l!issigner. isa~t~()rize~ .t().
issue a certificate of correction or, in hisdiscretio~;~Il.ewcert;ficat~·
upon the payment of the required fee: Provided, That the correction
does not involve such changes in the registration as to require
republication of the mark. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I, sec. 7, 60 Stat.
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430; August 17, 1950; c. 733, 64 Stat. 459; OCtober 9, 1962, Public Law
87·772, sec. 4, 76 Stat. 769.)

§ 1058. Duration of registration; cancellation; affidavit of contin
ued use; notice of Commissioner's action

(a).Each.certificate of- tegistratiorishall·remairiinforce····fottwenty·······
years: Provided, That the registration of any mark under the provi
sions of this chapter shall be canceled by the Commissioner at the end
of six years following its date, unless within one year next preceding
the expiration of such six years the registrant shall file in the Patent
and Trademark Office an affidavit showing that said mark is in use in
commerce or showing that its nonuse is due to special circumstances
which excuse such nonuse and is not due to any intention to abandon
the mark. Special notice of the requirement for such affidavit shall be
attached to each certificate of registration.

(b) Any registration published under the ptovisions of subsection
(c) of section 1062 of this tide shall be canceled by the Commissioner
at the end of six years after the date of such publication unless within
one year next preceding the expiration of such six years the registrant
shall file in the Patent and Trademark Office an affidavit showing that
said mark is in use in commerce or showing that its nonuse is due to
special circumstances which excuse such nonuse and is not due to any
intention to abandon the mark.

(c) The Commissioner shall notify any registrant who files either of
the above-prescribed affidavits of his acceptance or refusal thereof
and, if a refusal, the reasons therefor. (As amended January 2, 1975,
Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949; August 27, 1982, Public Law
97-247, sec. 8, 96 Stat. 320.)

§ 1059. Renewal of registration [Section 9]

(a) Each registration may be renewed for periods of twenty years
from the end of the expiring period upon payment of the prescribed
fee and the filing of a verified application therefor, setting forth those
goods or services recited in the registration on or in connection with
which the mark is still in use in commerce and having attached
thereto a specimen or facsimile showing current use of the mark, or
showing that any nonuse is due to special circumstances which excuse
such nonuse and it is not due to any intention to abandon the mark.
Such application may be made at any time within six months before
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the expirarion of the period for which the registration was issued or
renewed, or it may be made within three months after such expiration
on payment of the additional fee herein prescribed.

(b) If the Commissioner refuses to renew the registration, he shall
notify the registrant of his refusal and the reasons therefor.

(c) An applicant for renewal not domiciled in the United States
shall be subject to and comply with the provisions of section 1051(d)
of this title. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I, sec. 9, 60 Stat. 431; October 9,
1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 5, 76 Stat. 770.)

§ 1060. Assignment of mark; execution; recording; purchaser
without notice [Section 10]

A registered mark or a mark for which application to register has
been filed shall be assignable with the goodwill of the business in
which the mark is used, or with that part of the goodwill of the
business connected with the use of and symbolized by the mark, and
in any such assignment it shall not be necessary to include the
goodwill of the business connected with the use of and symbolized
by any other mark used in the business or by the name or style under
which the business is conducted. Assignments shall be by instruments
in writing duly executed. Acknowledgment shall be prima facie
evidence of the execution of an assignment and when recorded in the
Patent and Trademark Office the record shall be prima facie evidence
of execution. An assignment she.!l be void as against any subsequent
purchaser for a valuable consideration without notice, unless it is
recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office within three months
after the date thereof or prior to such subsequent purchase. A separate
record of assignments submitted for recording hereunder shall be
maintained in the Patent and Trademark Office.

An assignee not domiciled in the United States shall be subject to

and comply with the provisions of section 1051(d) of this title. (As
amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 1061. Execution of acknowledgments and verifications [Section
11]

. ···········Kckn6wledgiftenfS····and···Verificiifi6nS·····fequife1!Undefthis·chapfet· ....
may [)eforeanypersoll\vit:hillt:lle Unit:edSiatesauthorized
by law to administer oaths, or, when made in a foreign country,
before any diplomatic or consular officer of the United States or
before any official authorized to administer oaths in the foreign
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Country concerned whose authority is proved by a certificate of a
diplomatic or consuiar officer of the United States, Oi aposrille of an
official designated by a foreign country which, by treaty or conven
tion, accords like effect to apostilles of designated officials in the
United States, and shall be valid if they comply with the laws of the

"""'"scate"orcounrry"'wnernnaOe:(JUly'S"'T946"'C':"S'4O'·Title"'I'·sec:·n"60'""·~""'"""'·"
"c,,,.,,,_,.',,,,,,,.•,,,.,.,,,,,.'.,_._,,_,,,,w,,,_,,,,,,,,.., ,', ".,..,.",,,.,,.,.,_ , ".,.,.,.,." '..,.,_,..'.".,.,..,.,..,..'.,."""""""""',.', ..",.._ , ,..,." .."!w",.,.,., ,..,,..,!,.' "'W""_""""""""""~""""_""""'_"'", ,.•",} _ "',._,".' ',_'_" ,',' "

Stat. 432. Amended August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec: 14(c),96"
Stat. 321.)

§ 1062. Publicarion; proceedings on refusal of regisrrarion; repub
licarion of marks registered under prior acrs [Section 12]

(a) Upon the filing of an application for registration and payment
of the fee provided in this chapter, the Commissioner shall refer the
application to the examiner in charge of the registration of marks,
who shall cause an examination to be made and, if on such
examination it shall appear that the applicant is entitled to registra
tion, the Commissioner shall cause the mark to be published in the
Official Gazette of rhe Patent and Trademark Office: Provided, That
in the case of an applicant claiming concurrent use, or in the case of
an application to be placed in an interference as provided for in
section 1066 of this title, the mark, if otherwise registrable, may be
published subject to the determination of the rights of the parties to
such proceedings.

(b) If the applicant is found not entitled to registration, the
examiner shall advise the applicant thereof and of the reasons
therefor. The applicant shall have a period of six months in which to
reply Or amend his application, which shall then be re-examined. This
procedure may be repeated until (1) the examiner finally refuses
registration of the mark or (2) the applicant fails for a period of six
months to reply or amend or appeal, whereupon the application shall
be deemed to have been abandoned, unless it can be shown to the
satisfaction of the Commissioner that the delay in responding was
unavoidable, whereupon such time may be extended.

(c) A regisrrant of a mark registered under the provisions of the Act
of March 3, 1881, or the Act of February 20, 1905, may, at any time
prior to the expiration of the registration thereof, upon the payment
of the prescribed fee file with the Commissioner an affidavit setting
forth those goods stated in the registration on which said mark is in
use in commerce and that the registrant claims the benefits of this
chapter for said mark. The Commissioner shall publish notice thereof
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with a reproduction of said mark in the Official Gazette, and notify
the registrant of such publication and of the requirement for the
affidavit of use or nonuse as provided for in subsection (b) of section,
1058 of this title. Marks published under this subsection shall not be
subject to the provisions of section 1063 of this title. (July 5, 1<)46, c.
540, Title I, sec. 12, 60 Stat. 432; Ocrober 9, 1962, Public Law 87-772,
sec. 7, 76 Stat. 770.)

§ 1063. Opposition to registration [Section 13]

Any person who believes that he would be damaged 'by the
registration of a mark upon the principal register may, upon payment
of the required fee, file an opposition in the Patent and Trademark
Office, stating the grounds therefore, withing thirty days after the
publication under subsection (a) of section 1062 of this title of the
mark sought to be registered. Upon written request prior to the
expiration of the thirty-day period, the time for filing opposition shall
be extended for an additional thirty days, and further extensions of
time for filing opposition may be granted by the Commissioner for
good cause when requested prior to the expiration of an extension.
The Commissioner shall notify the applicant of each extension of the
time for filing opposition. An opposition may be amended under
such conditions as may be prescribed by the Commissioner. CAs
amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949;
January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-600, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1955; August 27,
1982, Public Law 97-247, sec. 9(a), 96 Stat. 320.)

§ 1064. Cancellation of registration [Section 14)

A petition to cancel a registration of a mark, stating the grounds
relied upon, may, upon payment of the prescribed fee, be filed by any
person who believes that he is or will be damaged by the registration
of a mark on the principal register established by this chapter, or
under the Act of March 3, 1881, or the Act of February 20, 1905 -

(a) within five years from the date of the registration of the mark
under this chapter; or

(b) within five years from the date of publication under section
,o··~~··~··'1062tc)·of·this·title·oflf'mark··registered··undenhe'Act'of'March"3~""~"""

"-,,.', 'w'",.M._,_,., 1881,of'th'eACt:"6f' Feb-rt.HirY20,1905;'Or
(c) at any time if the registered mark becomes the common

descriptive name of an article or substance, or has been abandoned,
or its registration was obtained fraudulently or contrary to the
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provisions of section 1054 of this title or of subsections'{a), (b), of
(c) of section 1052 of this title for a registration hereunder, or
contrary to similar prohibitory provisions of said prior Acts for a
registration thereunder, or if the registered mark is being used by,

or. with theper~is~io?of, the. ~e~ist~ant s~ ~~.to ~isrepresent the .
::··::::.:~B.~fE~..§nfj~.io:~~s:.§Cs;ivi~~fi~::C?Ii~~~ti?Ii:\\fit~~h~c~'~~:~~r~""~"""'0"i

is used. A registered mark shall not be deemed to be the common . .
descriptive name of goods Or services solely because such mark is
also used as a name of or to identify a unique product or service.
The primary significance of the registered mark to the relevant
public rather than purchaser motivation shall be the test for
determining whether the registered mark has become the common
descriptive name of goods or services in connection with which it
has been used; or

(d) at any time if the mark is registered under the Act of March
3, 1881, or the Act of February 20, 1905, and has not been
published under the provisions of subsection (c) of section 1062 of
this title; or

(e) at any time in the case of a certification mark on the ground
that the registrant (1) does not control, or is not able legitimately to
exercise control over, the use of such mark, or (2) engages in the
production or marketing of any goods or services to which the
certification mark is applied, or (3) permits the use of the certifica
tion mark for purposes other than to certify, or (4) discriminately
refuses to certify or to continue to certify the goods or services of
any person who maintains the standards or conditions which such
mark certifies: Provided, That the Federal Trade Commission may
apply to cancel on the grounds specified in subsections (c) and (e)
of this section any mark registered on the principal register
established by this chapter, and the prescribed fee shall not be
required. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I, sec. 14, 60 Stat. 433; October
9, 1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 9, 76 Stat. 771; August 27, 1982,
Public Law 97-247, sec. 9(b), 96 Stat. 320; November 8, 1984; Public
Law 98-620; sec. 102, 98 Stat. 3335.)

§ 1065. Incontestability of right to use mark under certain condi
tions [Section 15]

Except On a ground for which application to cancel may be filed at
any time under subsections (c) and (e) of section 1064of this title, and
except ro the extent, if any, to which the use of a mark registered on
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the principal register infringes a valid right acquired under the law of
any State or Territory by use of a mark or trade name continuing
from a date prior to the date of registration under this chapter of such
registered mark, the right of the registrant to use such registered mark
in commerce for the goods or services on or in connection with
which such registered mark has been in continuous use for five
consecutive years subsequent to the date of such registration and is
still in use in commerce, shall be incontestable: Provided, That -

(1) there has been no final decision adverse to registrant's claim
of ownership of such mark for such goods or services, Or to
registrant's right to register the same or to keep the same on the
register; and

(2) there is no proceeding involving said rights pending in the
Patent and Trademark Office or in a court and not finally disposed
of; and

(3) an affidavit is filed with the Commissioner within one year
after the expiration of any such five-year period setting fotth those
goods or services stated in the registration on or in connection
with which such mark has been in continuous use for such five
consecutive years and is still in use in commerce, and the other
matters specified in subsections (1) and (2) of this section; and

(4) no incontestable right shall be acquired in a mark which is
the common descriptive name of any article or substance, patented
or otherwise.
Subject to the conditions above specified in this section, the

incontestable right with reference to a mark registered under this
chapter shall apply to a mark registered under the Act of March 3,
1881, or the Act of February 20, 1905, upon the filing of the required
affidavit with the Commissioner within one year after the expiration
of any period of five consecutive years after the date of publication of
a mark under the provisions of subsection (c) of section 1062 of this
title.

The Commissioner shall notify any registrant who files the above
prescribed affidavit of the filing thereof. (As amended January 2, 1975,
Public Law 93-596, sec. 1,88 Stat. 1949; August 27, 1982, Public Law

..····....'§'1066. Iiirefference;decll,catioiiby Commissioner [Section 16]

Upon petition showing extraordinary circumstances, the Commis
sioner may declare that an interference exists when application is
made for the registration of a mark which so resembles a mark
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previously registered by another, or for the registration of which
another has previously made application, as to be likely when applied
to the goods or when used in connection with the services of the ap-
plicant to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive. No interference ,

"•••".sh~lLb~.,9~£!~!.t',gJ;>,~IYf,,~~!L,~!!.l':PElication and the registration of a !
.... .' ~'~'v..~ue_.~-"'''~'"~·"'''>_'·.·'''' ,·,_~·,,,,·,~,.,"·:o,, ..,.,,,, ..,~,","; < ,_, ,..=_ _", , '.' ,'_ ,_ '.','_"',__ 'M.,.__ __" •.,,__ -'C, .' '_._n' "_' I

·"'·'markthe.right,to.theuse.. of.which. has.become in.c0!1t~s't~Ql~,3JulY~5~~··~··'····'···i• .. , ,........• ' , ',.-.' -,.-•.-.-,.',.,.,...'.-•.- ';.•-•.-."-'''1

1946, c. 540, TItle I, sec. 16, 60 Stat. 434; October 9, 1962, Public Law '
87-772, sec. 11, 76 Stat. 771; August 27, 1982, Public Law 97-247, sec.
11, 96 Stat. 321.)

§ 1067. Interference, opposition, and proceedings for concurrent
use registration or for cancellation; notice; Trademark
Trial and Appeal Board [Section 17J

In every case of interference, opposition to registration, application
to register as a lawful concurrent user, or application to cancel the
registration of a mark, the Commissioner shall give notice to all
parties and shall direct a Trademark Trial and Appeal Board to

determine and decide the respective rights of registration.
The Trademark Trial and Appeal Board shall include the Commis

sioner, the Deputy Commissioner, the Assistant Commissioners, and
members appointed by the Commissioner. Employees of the Patent
and Trademark Office and other persons, all of whom shall be
competent in trademark law, shall be eligible for appointment as
members. Each case shall be heard by at least three members of the
Board, the members hearing such case to be designated by the
Commissioner. (As amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec.
1, 88 Stat. 1949; October 15, 1980, Public Law 96-455, sec. 1, 94 Stat.
2024.)

§ 1068. Same; action of Commissioner [Section 18J

In such proceedings the Commissioner may refuse to register the
opposed mark, may cancel or restrict the registration of a registered
mark, or may refuse to register any or all of several interfering marks,
or may register the mark or marks for the person Or persons entitled
thereto, as the rights of the parties under this chapter may be
established in the proceedings: Provided, That in the case of the
registration of any mark based on concurrent use, the Commissioner
shall determine and fix the conditions and limitations provided for in
subsection (d) of section 1052 of this title. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I,
sec. 18, 60 Stat. 435.)
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§ 1069. Application of equitable principles in inter partes pro
ceedings [Section 19]

In all inter partes proceedings equitable principles of laches,
esroppel, and acquiescence, where applicable may be considered and
applied. The provisions of this section shall also govern proceedings
heretofore begun in the Patent and Trademark Office and not finally
determined. (As amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1,
88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 1070. Appeals to Trademark Trial and Appeal Board from
decisions of examiners [Section 20]

An appeal may be taken to the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board
from any final decision of the examiner in charge of the registration
of marks upon the payment of the prescribed fee. (July 5, 1946, c. 540,
Title I, sec. 20, 60 Stat. 435; August 8, 1958, Public Law 85-609, sec.
l(b), 72 Stat. 540.)

§ 1071. Appeal to courrs [Section 21]

(aXl) An applicant for registration of a mark, party to an interfer
ence proceeding, party to an opposition proceeding, party ro an
application ro register as a lawful concurrent user, party to a
cancellation proceeding, a registrant who has filed an affidavit as
provided in section 1058 of this title, or an applicant for renewal,
who is dissatisfied with the decision of the Commissioner or
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board, may appeal to the United
States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit thereby waiving his
right ro proceed under subsection (b) of this section: Provided,
That such appeal shall be dismissed if any adverse party ro the
proceeding, other than the Commissioner, shall, within twenty days
after the appellant has filed notice of appeal according ro subsec
tion (aX2) of this section, files notice with the Commissioner that
he elects to have all further proceedings conducted as provided in
subsection (b) of this section. Thereupon the appellant shall have
thirty days thereafter within which to file a civil action under said

..~~.~...~§gh$ection~(b).oL,hiLSeCtiOn,.jn.defaulLoLwhich....the.decislon ...
appealed from shall govern the further ptoceedingsinthe case.

(2) When an appeal is taken to the United States Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit, the appellant shall file in the Patent
and Trademark Office a written notice of appeal directed to the
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Commissioner, within such time after the date of the decision from
which the appeal is taken as the Commissioner prescribes, but in no
case less than 60 days after that date. (Amended November 8, 1984,
Public Law 98-620, sec. 414(b), 98 Stat. 3363.)

The Commissioner shall transmit to the United States Court

comprising the record in the Patent and Trademark Office. The
court may request that the Commissioner forward the original or
certified copies of such documents during pendency of the appeaL
In an ex parte case, the Commissioner shall submit to that court a
brief explaining the grounds for the decision of the Patent and
Trademark Office, addressing all the issues involved in the appeaL
The court shall, before hearing an appeal, give notice of the time
and place of the hearing to the Commissioner and the parties in the
appeaL (Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law 98-620, sec.
414(b), 98 Stat. 3363.)

(4) The United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
shall review the decision from which the appeal is taken on the
record before the Patent and Trademark Office. Upon its determi
nation the court shall issue its mandate and opinion to the
Commisioner, which shall be entered of record in the Patent and
Trademark Office and shall govern the further proceedings in the'
case. (Amended November 8, 1984, Public Law 98-620, sec. 414(b),
98 Stat. 3363).
(bX1) Whenever a person authorized by subsection (a) of this
section to appeal to the United States Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit is dissatisfied with the decision of the Commission
er or Trademark Trial and Appeal Board, said person may, unless
appeal has been taken to said Court of Appeals for the Federal
Circuit, have remedy by a civil action if commenced within such
time after such decision, not less than sixty days, as the Commis
sioner appoints or as provided in subsection (a) of this section. The
court may adjudge that an applicant is entitled to a registration
upon the application involved, that a registration involved should
be canceled, or such other matter as the issues in the proceeding re
quire, as the facts in the case may appear. Such adjudication shall
authorize the Commissioner to take any necessary action, upon
compliance with the requirements of law.

(2) The Commissioner shall not be made a party to an inter
partes proceeding under this subsection, but he shall be notified of
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the filing of the complaint by the clerk of the COUtt in which it is
filed and shall have the tight to intervene in the action.

(3) In all cases where there is no adverse party, a copy of the
complaint shall be served on the Commissioner; and all the
expenses of the proceedings shall be paid by the party bringing
them, whether the final decision is in his favor or not. In suits
brought hereunder, the record in the Patent and Trademark Office
shall be admitted on motion of any party, upon such terms and
conditions as to costs, expenses, and the further cross-examination
of the witnesses as the court imposes, without prejudice to the
right of any party to take further testimony. The testimony and
exhibits of the record in the Patent and Trademark Office, when
admitted, shall have the same effect as if originally taken and
produced in the suit.

(4) Where there is an adverse party, such suit may be instituted
against the party in interest as shown by the records of the Patent
and Trademark Office at the time of the decision complained of,
but any party in interest may become a party to the action. If there
be adverse parties residing in a plurality of districts not embraced
within the same State, or an adverse party residing in a foreign
country, the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia shall have jurisdiction and may issue summons against
the adverse parties directed to the marshal of any district in which
any adverse party resides. Summons against adverse parties residing
in foreign countries may be served by publication or otherwise as
the court directs. (As amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596,
sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949; January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-600, sec. 2, 88
Stat. 1955; April 2, 1982, Public Law 97-164, sec. 162, 96 Stat. 49.)

§ 1072. Registration as constructive notice of claim of ownership

[Section 22]

Registration of a mark on the principal register provided by this
chapter or under the Act of March 3, 1881, or the Act of February 20,
1905, shall be constructive notice of the registrant's claim of owner
ship thereof. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title I, sec. 22, 60 Stat. 435.)

." " ..

SUBCHAPTER II - THE SUPPLEMENTAL REGISTER

SEC

1091. Marks registrable on supplemental register; application and proceed
ings for registration; natureof mark; mark used in foreign commerce.
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1092. Publication; not subject to opposition; cancellation,
1093. Registration certificates for marks on principal and supplemental

registers to be different.
1094. Provisions of chapter applicable to registrations on supplemental

register.
109?, Registration on ptincipal register not precluded..............~..... ...............•.....•...•.•.....•....,..••••············d·.= ~ .
"1Q9§._,,B~gi~g'-l£ig_D:9fl,,~~pp~~~~ntal, ,r~gl~te,~ not use .' t6·'stop·-impoif;ifi(iris:-"-'~---~-"~-~~"
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§ 1091. Marks registrable on supplemental register; application
and proceedings for registration; nature of mark; mark
used in foreign commerce [Section 23]

In addition to the principal register, the Commissioner shall keep a
continuation of the register provided in paragraph (b) of section 1 of
the Act of March 19, 1920, entitled "An Act to give effect to certain
provisions of the convention for the protection of trademarks and
commercial names, made and signed in the city of Buenos Aires, in
the Argentine Republic, August 20, 1910, and for other purposes," to

be called the supplemental register. All marks capable of distinguish.
ing applicant's goods or services and not registrable on the principal
register provided in this chapter, except those declared to be unregis
trable under paragraphs (a)-(d) of section 1052 of this title, which have
been in lawful use in commerce by the proprietor thereof, upon or in
connection with any goods or services for the year preceding the
filing of the application may be registered on the supplemental
register upon the payment of the prescribed fee and compliance with
the provisions of section 1051 of this title so far as they are applicable.

Upon the filing of an application for registration on the supple.
mental register and payment of the fee herein provided the Comrnis
sioner shall refer the application to the examiner in charge of the
registration of marks, who shall cause an examination to be made and
if on such examination it shall appear that the applicant is entitled to

registration, the registration shall be granted. If the applicant is found
not entitled to registration the provisions of subsection (b) of section
1062 of this title shall apply.

For the purposes of registration on the supplemental register, a
mark may consist of any trade-mark, symbol, label, package, configu
ration of goods, name, word, slogan, phrase, surname, geographical
name, numeral, or device or any combination of any of the foregoing,
but such mark must be capable of distinguishing the applicant's
goods or services.
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Upon a proper showing by the applicant that he requires domestic
registration as a basis for foreign protection of his mark, the
Commissioner may waive the requirement of a full year's use and may
grant registration forthwith. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title II, sec. 23, 60
Stat. 435; October 9, 1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 13, 76 Stat. 773.)

§ 1092. Publication; not subject to opposition; cancellation [Sec
tion 24]

Marks for the supplemental register shaH not be published for or
be subject to opposition, but shall be published on registration in the
Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark Office. Whenever any
person believes that he is or will be damaged by the registration of a
mark on this register he may at any time, upon payment of the
prescribed fee and the filing of a verified petition stating the ground
therefor, apply to the Commissioner to cancel such registration. The
Commissioner shall refer such application to the Trademark Trial and
Appeal Board which shall give notice thereof to the registrant. If it is
found after a hearing before the Board that the registrant was not
entitled to register the mark at the time of his application for
registration thereof, or that the mark is not used by the registrant or
has been abandoned, the registration shall be canceled by the
Commissioner. (As amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec.
1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 1093. Registration certificates for marks nn principal and sup
plemental registers to be different [Section 25]

The certificates of registration for marks registered on the supple
mental register shall be conspicuously different from certificates
issued for marks registered on the principal register. (July 5, 1946, c.
540, Title II, sec. 25, 60 Stat. 436.)

§ 1094. Provisions of chapter applicable to registrations on sup
plemental register [Section 26]

'[~: .. er?visi?~s .. ()~t~is :.~~et:~~~agg'?Y:E!1 .~2 f~L.~s•....~pp!i£!',!<!~... .
:~pplica.t:ionsforregistrati()n .ancl.. tegistrati()ns •on .the. supplemental
register as well as those on the principal register, but applications for
and registrations on the supplemental register shaH not be subject to
or receive the advantages of sections 1052(e), 1052(f), 1057(b),1062(a),
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1063 to 1068, inclusive, 1072, 1115 and 1124 of this title. (July 5, 1946,
c. 540, Title II, sec. 26, 60 Stat. 436.)

§ 1095. Registration on principal register not precluded [Section

···.Registration...of.a.mark-onthe-supplemental ..register, ...or.under.the ....
Act of March 19, 1920, shall not preclude registration by the registrant
on the principal register established by this chapter. (July 5, 1946, c.
540, Title II, sec. 27, 60 Stat. 436.)

§ 1096. Registration on supplemental register not used to stop
importations [Section 28]

Registration on the supplemental register or under the Act of
March 19, 1920, shall not be filed in the Department of the Treasury
or be used to stop importations. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title II, sec. 28,
60 Stat. 436.)

SUBCHAPTER III - GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC

1111. Notice of registration; display with mark; recovery of profits and
damages in infringement suit.

1112. Classification of goods and services; registration in plurality of
classes.

1113. Fees.
1114. Remedies; infringement; innocent infringement by printers and

publishers.
1115. Registration on principal register as evidence of exclusive right to use

mark; defenses.
1116. Injunctions; enforcement; notice to Commissioner.
1117. Recovery for violation of rights; profits, damages and costs; attorney

fees.
1118. Destruction of infringing articles.
1119. Powerof court over registration.
1120. Civil liability for false or fraudulent registration.
1121. Jurisdiction of Federal courts.
1122. Repealed.
1123. Rules and regulations for conduct of proceedings in Patent and

Trademark Office.
1124. Importation of goods bearing infringing marks or names forbidden.
1125. False designations of origin and false descriptions forbidden.
1126. International conventions.
1127. Construction and definitions; intent of chapter.
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§ 1111. Notice of registration; display with mark; recovery of
profits and damages in infringement suit [Section 29]

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 1072 of this title, a
registrant of a mark registered in the Patent and Trademark Office
may give notice that his mark is registered by displaying with the
mark as used the words "Registered in U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office" or "Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off." or the letter R enclosed
within a circle, thus ®; and in any suit for infringement under this
chapter by such a registrant failing to give such notice of registration,
no profits and no damages shall be recovered under the provisions of
this chapter unless the defendant had actual notice of the registration.
(As amended January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 2, 88 Stat.
1949.)

§ 1112. Classification of goods and services; registration in plural
ity of classes [Section 30]

The Commissioner may establish a classification of goods and
services, for convenience of Patent and Trademark Office administra
tion, but not to limit or extend the applicant's rights. The applicant
may file an application to register a mark for any or all of the goods
and services upon or in connection with which he is actually using the
mark: Provided, That when such goods or services fall within a
plurality of classes, a fee equaling the sum of the fees for filing an ap
plication in each class shall be paid, and the Commissioner may issue
a single certificate of registration for such mark. (As amended January
2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 1113. Fees [Section 31]

(a) The Commissioner will establish fees for the filing and process
ing of an application for the registration of a trademark or other mark
and for all other services performed by and materials furnished by the
Patent and Trademark Office related to trademarks and other marks.
However, no fee for the filing or processing of an application for the
registration of a trademark or other mark or for the renewal or

." .....~~~igflm,.m2L~..Jmqematl<:...oImber.m~rk.wiIL ..be...ad justedmorethan... ·.· .
""once every three years.N0 fee established under .this section will take

effect prior to sixty days following notice in the Federal Register.
(b) The Commissioner may waive the payment of any fee for any

service or material related to trademarks or other marks in connection
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with an occasional request made by a department or agency of the
Government, or any officer thereof. The Indian Arts and Crafts Board
will not be charged any fee to register Government trademarks of
genuineness and quality for Indian products or for products of
particular Indian tribes and groups. (As amended July ?A, 1%~, Public

':::'::1~'Y~2~8?;:Ses~:';7~S~at:260;Ja~~aty'2,'1975;"Public·r.~'\V·93:596,sec,~~•••, ••q.~
1, 88 Stat. 1949; Aug-;'st 2'1, 1982, Public Law 97:247, sec:3,96Stat:·
319; September 8, 1982, Public Law 97·256, sec. 103,96 Stat. 816.)

§ 1114. Remedies; infringement; innocent infringemenr by print
ers and publishers [Section 32]

(a) Any person who shall, without the consent of the registrant -
(1) use in commerce any reproduction, counterfeit, copy, or

colorable imitation of a registered mark in connection with the
sale, offering for sale, distribution, or advertising of any goods or
services on Or in connection with which such use is likely to cause
confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive; or

(2) reproduce, counterfeit, copy, or colorably imitate a registered
mark and apply such reproduction, counterfeit, copy, or colorable
imitation to labels, signs, prints, packages, wrappers, receptacles or
advertisements intended to be used in commerce upon or in
connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution, or advertis
ing of goods or services on or in connection with which such use is
likely to cause confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive;

shall be liable in a civil action by the registrant for the remedies
hereinafter provided. Under subsection (b) of this section, the regis
trant shall not be entitled to recover profits or damages unless the
acts have been commirted with knowledge that such imitation is
intended to be used to cause confusion, or to cause mistake, or to
deceive.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
remedies given to the owner of the right infringed shall be limited as
follows: (a) Where an infringer is engaged solely in the business of
printing the mark for others and establishes that he was an innocent
infringer the owner of the right infringed shall be entitled as against
such infringer only to an injunction against future printing; (b) where
the infringement complained of is contained in or is part of paid
advertising matter in a newspaper, magazine, or other similar periodi
cal the remedies of the owner of the right infringed as against the
publisher or distributor of such newspaper, magazine, or other similar
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periodical shall be confined to an injunction against the presentation
of such advertising matter in future issues of such newspapers,
magazines, or other similar periodical: Provided, That these limitations
shall apply only to innocent infringers; (c) injunction relief shall not
be available to the owner of the right infringed in respect of an issue
of a newspaper, magazine, or other similar periodical containing
infringing matter when restraining the dissemination of such infring
ing matter in any particular issue of such periodical would delay the
delivery of such issue after the regular time therefor, and such delay
would be due to the method by which publication and distribution of
such periodical is customarily conducted in accordance with sound
business practice, and nor to any method or device adopted for the
evasion of this section or to prevent or delay the issuance of an
injunction or restraining order with respect to such infringing matter.
(July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title VI, sec. 32, 60 Stat. 437; October 9, 1%2,
Public Law 87-772, sec. 17,76 Stat. 773.)

§ 1115. Registration on principal register as evidence of exclusive
right to use mark; defenses [Section 33]

(a) Any registration issued under the Act of March 3, 1881, or the
Act of February 20, 1905, or of a mark registered on the principal reg
ister provided by this chapter and owned by a party to an acrion shall
be admissible in evidence and shall be prima facie evidence of
registrant's exclusive right to use the registered mark in commerce on
the goods Or services specified in the registration subject to any
conditions or limitations stated therein, but shall not preclude an
opposing party from proving any legal or equitable defense or defect
which might have been asserted if such mark had not been registered.

(b) If the right to use the registered mark has become incontestable
under section 1065 of this title, the registration shall be conclusive
evidence of the registrant's exclusive right to use the registered mark
in commerce on or in connection with the goods or services specified
in the affidavit filed under the provisions of said section 1065 subject
to any conditions or limitations stated therein except when one of the
following defenses or defects is established:

.(1)..rh~t .....th~ .....!~gis,t,a\iQ!1QF ....\h.ejll,cQm~§t.a ble.... right.to .:use..... the.
.mark was. obtained fraudulently; or

(2) That the mark .has been abandoned by the registrant; or
(3) That the registered mark is being used, by or with the

permission of the registrant or a person in privity with the
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registrant, so as to misrepresent the SOurce of the goods or services
in connection with which the mark is used; or

(4) That the use of the name, term, or device charged to be an
infringement is a use, otherwise than as a trade or service mark, of
the party's individual name in his own business, or of the individual

""""""""flatn~:()r~llyolle}llffivitY\Vith~iic~"pa.rr.Y;\)f"(j'!a:tetffl.:<it"d:~iC:"'~'~""'"'""i
which is descriptive of and used fairly and in good faith only to de:'" " "
scribe to users the goods or services of such party, or their
geographic origin; or

(5) That the mark whose use by a party is charged as an
infringement was adopted without knowledge of the registrant's
prior use and has been continuously used by such party or those in
privity with him from a date prior to registration of the mark under
this chapter or publication of the registered mark under subsection
(c) of section 1062 of this title: Provided, however, That this defense
or defect shall apply only for the area in which such continuous
prior use is proved; or

(6) That the mark whose use is charged as an infringement was
registered and used prior to the registration under this chapter or
publication under subsection (c) of section 1062 of this title of the
registered mark of the registrant, and not abandoned: Provided,
however, That this defense or defect shall apply only for the area in
which the mark was used prior to such registration or such
publication of the registrant's mark; or

(7) That the mark has been or is being used to violate the
antitrust laws of the United States, (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title VI,
sec. 33, 60 Stat. 438; October 9, 1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 18, 76
Stat. 774.)

§ 1116. Injunctions; enforcement; notice to Commissioner [Section
34J

(a) The several courts vested with jurisdiction of civil actions
arising under 'this chapter shall have power to grant injunctions,
according to the principles of equity and upon such terms as the
court may deem reasonable, to prevent the violation of any right of
the registrant of a mark registered in the Patent and Trademark
Office. Any such injunction may include a provision directing the
defendant to file with the court and serve on the plaintiff within thirty
days after the service on the defendant of such injunction, or such ex
tended period as the court may direct, a report in writing under oath
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setting forth in detail the manner and form in which the defendant
has complied with the injunction. Any such injunction granted upon
hearing, after notice to the defendant, by any district COurt of the
United States, may be served on the parties against whom such
injunction is granted anywhere in the United States where they may
be found, and shall be operative and may be enforced by proceedings
to punish for contempt, or otherwise, by the court by which such
injunction was granted, Or by any other United States district COurt in
whose jurisdiction the defendant may be found.

(b) The said courts shall have jurisdiction to enforce said injunc
tion, as provided in this chapter, as fully as if the injunction had been
granted by the district court in which it is sought to be enforced. The
clerk of the court or judge granting the injunction shall, when
required to do so by the court before which application to enforce
said injunction is made, transfer without delay to said court a certified
copy of all papers on file in his office upon which said injunction was
granted.

(c) It shall be the duty of the clerks of such courts within one
month after the filing of any action, suit, or proceeding arising under
the provisions of this chapter ro give notice thereof in writing to the
Commissioner setting forth in order so far as known the names and
addresses of the litigants and the designating number or numbers of
the registration or registrations upon which the action, suit, or
proceeding has been brought, and in the event any other registration
be subsequently included in the action, suit, or proceeding by
amendment, answer, or other pleading, the clerk shall give like notice
thereof to the Commissioner, and within one month after the decision
is rendered, appeal taken or a decree issued the clerk of the court shall
give notice thereof to the Commissioner, and it shall be the duty of
the Commissioner on receipt of such notice forthwith to endorse the
same upon the file wrapper of the said registration or registrations and
to incorporate the same as a part of the contents of said file wrapper.
(July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title VI, sec. 34, 60 Stat. 439; January 2, 1975,
Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

(dX1XA) In the case of a civil action arising under section 32(lXa)

ofthi~ Act .. (1.5 .. U:.S.C....!1!1t~r~s~~ti~11)lQ oLth"_1\"~_"[1Ji~1,,4,_~_.~
"~.~,,~~,~,,,~ ~';A~AZt'to'TncQ;po;;t~'the 'fj~;ted'St;t~~Ojy';)pi(Asso'i;tio~';,""'"

approved September 21, 1950 (36 U.S.c. 390) with respect to a
violation that consists of using a counterfeit mark in connection
with the sale, offering for sale, or distribution of goods or
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services, the court may, upon ex parte application, grant an order
under subsection (a) of this section pursuant to this subsection
providing for the seizure of goods and counterfeit marks
involved in such violation and the means of making such marks,

the manufacture, sale, or receipt of

(B) As used in this subsection the term "counterfeit
means -

(i) a counterfeit of a mark that is registered on the principal
register in the United States Patent and Trademark Office for
such goods Or services sold, offered for sale, or distributed
and that is in use, whether or not the person against whom reo
lief is soughr knew such mark was so registered; or

(ii) a spurious designation that is identical with, or substan
tially indisringuishable from, a designation as to which the
remedies of this Act are made available by reason of section
110 of the Act entitled "An Act to incorporate the United
States Olympic Association", approved September 21, 1950

(36 U.S.c. 380);
but such term does not include any mark or designation used in
connection with goods or services of which the manufacturer Or
producer was, at the time of the manufacture Or production in
question, authorized to use the mark or designation for the type of
goods or services so manufactured or produced, by the holder of
the right to use such mark or designation.

(2) The court shall not receive an application under this subsec
tion unless the applicant has given such notice of the application as
is reasonable under the circumstances to the United States attorney
for the judicial district in which such order is sought. Such attorney
may participate in the proceedings arising under such application if
such proceedings may affect evidence of an offense against the
United States. The court may deny such application if the court
determines thar the public interest in a potential prosecution so
requIres.

(3) The application for an order under this subsection shall 
(A) be based on an affidavit or the verified complaint

establishing facrs sufficient to support the findings of fact and
conclusions of law required for such order; and

(B) contain rhe additional information required by paragraph
(5) of this subsecrion ro be set forth in such order.

119



(4) The court shall not grant such an application unless -

(A) the person obtaining an order under this subsection
provides the security determined adequate by the court for the
payment of such damages as any" person may be entitled to
recover as a result of a wrongful seizure or wrongful attempted
seizure under this subsection; and

(B) the court finds that it clearly appears from specific facts
that -

(i) an order other than an ex parte seizure order is not
adequate to achieve the purposes of section 32 of this Act (15
u.s,c. 1114);

(ii) the applicant has not publicized the requested seizure;
(iii) the applicant is likely to succeed in showing that the

person against whom seizure would be ordered used a
counterfeit mark in connection with the sale, offering for sale,
or distribution of goods or services;

(iv) an immediate and irreparable injury will occur if such
seizure is not ordered;

(v) the matter to be seized will be located at the place
identified in the application;

(vi) the harm to the applicant of denying the application
outweighs the harm to the legitimate interests of the person
against whom seizure would be ordered of granting the
application; and

(vii) the person against whom seizure would be ordered, or
persons acting in concert with such person, would destroy,
move, hide, or otherwise make such matter inaccessible to the
court, if the applicant were to proceed on notice to such
person.

(5) An order under this subsection shall set forth -
(A) the findings of fact and conclusions of law required for

the order;
(B) a particular description of the matter to be seized, and a

description of each place at which such matter is to be seized;
····· ...••.·.. · .•..·.(G).the·time··period,.·.·which.shall··end.·.not.later.than.sevendays ..·

the date on which such orderisissued.vduringwhich the
seizure is to be made;

(D) the amount of security required to be provided under this
subsection; and

120



(E) a date for the hearing required under paragraph (10)of this
subsection.
(6)Tbe court shall take appropriate acrion to protect the person

against whom an order under this subsection is directed from
or at the behest of the olaintiff. about such order and

(7)Any materials seized under this subsection shall be taken into
the custody of the court, The court shall enter an appropriate
protective order with respect to discovery by the applicant of any
records that have been seized. The protective order shall provide
for appropriate procedures to assure that confidential information
contained in such records is not improperly disclosed to the
applicant.

(8) An order under this subsection, together with the supporting
documents, shall be sealed until the person against whom the order
is directed has an opportunity to contest such order, except that
any person against whom such order is issued shall have access to
such order and supporting documents after the seizure has been
carried out.

(9) The court shall order that a United States marshal or other
law enforcement officer is to serve a copy of the order under this
subsection and then is to carry out the seizure under such order.
The court shall issue orders, when appropriate, to protect the
defendant from undue damage from the disclosure of trade secrets
or other confidential information during the course of the seizure,
including, when appropriate, orders restricting the access of the
applicant (or any agent or employee of the applicant) to such
secrets or information.

(10XA) The court shall hold a hearing, unless waived by all the
parties, on the date set by the court in the order of seizure. The
date shall be not sooner than ten days after the order is issued
and not later than fifteen days after the order is issued, unless
the applicant for the order shows good cause for another date or
unless the pany against whom such order is directed consents to
another date for such hearing. At such hearing the party
obtaining the order shall have the burden to prove that the facts
supponing findings of fact and conclusions of law necessary to
support such order are still in effect. If that party fails to meet
that burden, the seizure order shall be dissolved or modified
appropriately.
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(B) In connection with a hearing under this paragraph, the
court may make such orders modifying the time limits for
discovery under the Rules of Civil Procedure as may be neces
sary to prevent the frustration of the purposes of such hearing.
(11) A person who suffers damage by reason of a wrongful

seizure under this subsection has a cause of action against the
applicant for the order under which such seizure was made, and
shall be entitled to recover such relief as may be appropriate,
including damages for lost profits, cost of materials, loss of good
will, and punitive damages in instances where the seizure was
sought in bad faith, and, unless the court finds extenuating
circumstances, ro recover a reasonable attorney's fee. The court in
its discretion may award prejudgment interest on relief recovered
under this paragraph, at an annual interest rate established under
section 6621 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, commencing
on the date of service of the claimant's pleading setting fotth the
claim under this paragraph and ending on the date such recovery is

.granted, Or for such shorter time as the court deems appropriate.
(Added October 12, 1984; Public Law 98-473, sec. 1503(a); 98 Stat.
2179.)

§ 1117. Recovery for violation of rights; profits, damages and
costs; attorney fees [Section 35]

(a) When a violation of any right of the registrant of a mark
registered in the Patent and Trademark Office shall have been
established in any civil action arising under this chapter, the plaintiff
shall be entitled, subject to the provisions of sections 1111 and 1114
of this title, and subject to the principles of equity, to recover (1)
defendant's profits, (2) any damages sustained by the plaintiff, and (3)
the costs of the action. The court shall assess such profits and
damages or cause the same to be assessed under its direction. In
assessing profits the plaintiff shall be required to prove defendant's
sales only; defendant must prove all elements of cost or deduction
claimed. In assessing damages the court may enter judgment, accord-

.... i!J,gJgJh~.£!'E\!ID~t~!lS~~QLthtS~§~,fQr.. ~!lY~llID .. ~.~Q.::::...r~: ..~.ID.Q~.l1r
found as actual damages; notexceeding three. times such amount -, If
the court shall find that the amount of the recovery based On profits
is either inadequate or excessive the court may in its discretion enter
judgment for such sum as the court shall find to be just, according to
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the circumstances of the case. Such sum in either of the above
circumstances shall constitute compensation and not a penalty. The
court in exceptional cases may award reasonable attorney fees to the
prevailingparty. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title VI, sec. 35,60 Stat. 439; Oc
tober 9,1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 19,76 Stat. 774; January 2,1975,

""::]ju6lic:I~~2F~'JiS·1~C:::I;·~?·~faCJCJ.42,]aliii~rY2;J27~]j;;:J)nC:I:~i::::::::·:"::·::
93-600, sec. 3, 88 Stat. 1955.)

(b) In assessing damages under subsection (a), the court shall,
unless the court finds extenuating circumstances, enter judgment for
three times. such profits or damages, whichever is greater, together
with a reasonable attorney's fee, in the Case of any violation of section
32(1Xa) of this Act (15 U.S.c. 1114(1Xa») or section 110 of the Act en
titled "An Act to incorporate the United States Olympic Associ
ation", approved September 21, 1950 (36 U.S.c. 380) that consists of
intentionally using a mark or designation, knowing such mark or
designation is a counterfeit mark (as defined in section 34(d) of this
Act (15 U.S.c. 1116(d)), in connection with the sale, offering for sale,
or distribution of goods or services. In such cases, the court may in its
discretion award prejudgment interest on such amount at an annual
interest rate established under section 6621 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954, commencing on the date of the service of the
claimant's pleadings setting forth the claim for such entry and ending
on the date such entry is made, or for such shorter time as the court
deems appropriate. (Added Ocrober 12, 1984, Public Law 98-473, sec.
1503(2), 98 Stat. 2182.)

§ 1118. Destruction of infringing articles [Section 36]

In any action arising under this chapter, in which a violation of any
right of the registrant of a mark registered in the Patent and
Trademark Office shall have been established, the court may order
that all labels, signs, prints, packages, wrappers, receptacles, and
advertisements in the possession of the defendant, bearing the
registered mark or any reproduction, counterfeit, copy, or colorable
imitation thereof, and all plates, molds, matrices, and other means of
making the same, shall be delivered up and destroyed. The party
seeking an order under this section for destruction of articles seized
under section 34(d) (15 U.S.c. 1116(d» shall give ten days' notice to
the United States attorney for the judicial district io which such order
is sought (unless good cause is shown for lesser notice) and such
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United States attorney may, if such destruction may affect evidence of
an offense against the United States, seek a heating on such destruc
tion or participate in any hearing otherwise to be held with respect to
such destruction. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title VI, sec. 36, 60 Stat. 440;
January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949; October 12,
1984, Public Law 98-473, sec. 1503(3),98 Stat. 2182.)

§ 1119. Power of court over registration [Section 37]

In any action involving a registered mark the court may determine
the right to registration, order the cancelation of registrations, in
whole or in part, restore canceled registrations, and otherwise rectify
the register with respect to the registrations of any party to the action.
Decrees and orders shall be certified by the court to the Commission
er, who shall make appropriate entry upon the records of the patent
and Trademark Office, and shall be controlled thereby. (July 5, 1946,
c. 540, Title VI, sec. 37, 60 Stat. 440; January 2, 1975, Public Law 93
596, sec. 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

§ 1120. Civil liability for false or fraudulent registration [Section
38]

Any person who shall procure registration in the Patent and
Trademark Office of a mark by a false or fraudulent declaration or re
presentation, oral or in writing, Or by any false means, shall be liable
in a civil action by any person injured thereby for any damages
sustained in consequence thereof. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title VI, sec.
38, 60 Stat. 440; January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1, 88 Stat.
1949.)

§ 1121. Jurisdiction of Federal courts [Section 39J

The district and territorial courts of the United States shall have
original jurisdiction and the courts of appeal of the United States
(other than the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit)
shall have appellate jurisdiction, of all actions arising under this

Sh~R!~E,.~i!hs>~!...£~g~;9ts>£h~~!!,'?~~£i~.~'?n£;'?~e;~y .. '?r... :() ..di~er~i:y
or lack of diversity of the citiz~nship ofthepartiesJJury5,i9~,c.

540, Title VI, sec. 39, 60 Stat. 440; June 25, 1948, c. 646, sees, 1, 32(a),
62 Stat. 870, 991; May 24, 1949, c. 139, sec. 127, 63 Stat. 107; April 2,
1982, Title I, sec. 148, 96 Stat. 46.)
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(a) No State Ot other jurisdiction of the United States or any
political subdivision or any agency thereof may require alteration of
a registered mark, or require that additional trademarks, service
marks, trade names, or corporate names that may be associated

with or incorporated into the registered mark be displayedinth~~~CCC~~""""C~'C'

"'"'~tl1ilr,g::iit:ali'i~i:li:l~r:qltr~Di:lgJr:Qm:~h~qi~plgY:'QIs'U~haq1itiQ~;1
trademarks, servicernarks, trade names, or corpOrate names contem
plated by the registered mark as exhibited in the certificate of
registration issued by the United States Patent and Trademark
Office, (October 12, 1982, Public Law 97-296, 96 Stat. 1316.)

§ 1122. Repealed.

May 24, 1949, c. 139, sec. 142, 6:3 Stat. 109 [Section 40]

§ 1123. Rules and regulations for conducr of proceedings in Pat
ent aud Trademark Office [Section 41]

The Commissioner shall make rules and regulations, not inconsis
tent with law, for the conduct of proceedings in the Patent and
Trademark Office under this chapter. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title VI,
sec. 41, 60 Stat. 440;January 2, 1975, Public Law 93-596, sec. 1,88 Stat.
1949.)

§ 1124. Importation of goods bearing infringing marks or names
forbidden [Section 42]

Except as provided in subsection (d) of section 526 of the Tariff
Act of 1930 [19 USCS § 1526(d)], no article of imported merchandise
which shall copy or simulate the name of the [any] domestic
manufacture, or manufacturer, or trader, or of any manufacturer or
trader located in any foreign country which, by treaty, convention, or
law affords similar privileges to citizens of the United States, or which
shall copy or simulate a trademark registered in accordance with the
provisions of this Act [15 USCS §§ 1051 et seq.] or shall bear a name
or mark calculated to induce the public to believe that the article is
manufactured in the United States, or that it is manufactured in any
foreign country or locality other than the country or locality in which
it is in fact manufactured, shall be admitted to entry at any
customhouse of the United States; and, in order to aid the officers of
the customs in enforcing this prohibition, any domestic manufacturer
or trader, and any foreign manufacturer or trader, who is entitled
under the provisions of a treaty, conviction, declaration, or agreement
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between the United States and any foreign country to the advantages
afforded by law to citizens of the United States in respect to
trademarks and commercial names, may require his name and resi
dence, and the name of the locality in which his goods are manufac
tured, and a copy of the certificate of registration of his trademark, is
sued in accordance with the provisions of this Act [15 USCS §§ 1051
et seq.], to be recorded in books which shall be kept for this purpose
in the Department of the Treasury, under such regulations as the
Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe, and may furnish to the
Department facsimiles of his name, the name of the locality in which
his goods are manufactured, or of his registered trademark, and
thereupon the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause one or more
copies of the same to be transmitted to each collector or other proper
officer of customs. (As amended October 3, 1978, Public Law 95-410,
Title II, sec. 211(b), 92 Stat. 903.)

§ 1125. False designations of origin and false descriptions forbid
den [Section 43]

(a) Any person who shall affix, apply, or annex, or use in
connection with any goods or services, or any container or containers
for goods, a false designation of origin, or any false description or re
presentation, including words or other symbols tending falsely to
describe or represent the same, and shall cause such goods or services
to enter into commerce, and any person who shall with knowledge of
the falsity of such designation of origin or description or representa
tion cause or procure the same to be transported or used in
commerce or deliver the same to any carrier to be transported Or
used, shall be liable to a civil action by any person doing business in
the locality falsely indicated as that of origin or in the region in which
said locality is situated, or by any person who believes that he is or is
likely to be damaged by the use of any such false description Or
representation.

(b) Any goods marked or labeled in contravention of the provisions
of this section shall not be imported into the United States Or
admitted to entry at any customhouse of the United States. The

- -- -'owl1er;--impotter;or·consignee--ofgoods-refused-entry.ar.any customc..>, .
house under this section may have any recourse by protest or appeal
that is given under the customs revenue laws or may have the remedy
given by this chapter in cases involving goods refused entry or seized.
(July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title VIII, sec. 43, 60 Stat. 441.)
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§ 1126. International conventions [Section 44]

Register of macks communicated by international bureaus

(a) The Commissioner shall keep a register of all marks communi-
"""",""cated"to"him"by""the"international,,'bureaus"provided'''fof'''by"'the'''"''''"''''''''''"'

conventions for the' protecrionvof industrial ", ptoperty;traoemafks;'
trade and commercial names, and the repression of unfair competition
to which the United States is or may become a party, and upon the
payment of the fees required by such conventions and the fees herein
prescribed may place the marks so communicated upon such register.
This register shall show a facsimile of the mark or trade or commer-
cial name; the name, citizenship, and address of the registrant; the
number, date, and place of the first registration of the mark, including
the dates On which application for such registration was filed and
granted and the term of such registration; a list of goods or services
to which the mark is applied as shown by the registration in the
country of origin, and such other data as may be useful concerning
the mark. This register shall be a continuation of the register provided
in section I(a) of the Act of March 19, 1920.

Benefits of section to persons whose country of origin is party to convention or treaty

(b) Any person whose country of onglO is a party to any
convention or treaty relating to trademarks, trade or commercial
names, or the repression of unfair competition, to which the United
States is also a party, or extends reciprocal rights to nationals of the
United States by law, shall be entitled to the benefits of this section
under the conditions expressed herein ro the extent necessary to give
effect to any provision of such convention, treaty or reciprocal law, in
addition to the rights to which any Owner of a mark is otherwise
entitled by this chapter.

Prior registration in country of origin; country of origin defined

(c) No registration of a mark in the United States by a person
described in subsection (b) of this section shall be granted until such
mark has been registered in the country of origin of the applicant,
unless the applicant alleges use in commerce.

For the purposes of this section, the country of origin of the
applicant is the country in which he has a bona fide and effective in
dustrial or commercial establishment, or if he has not such an
establishment the country in which he is domiciled, or if he has not a
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domicile in any of the countries described in subsection (b) of this
section, the country of which he is a national.

Right of priority

(d) An application for registration of a mark under sections 1051,
1052, 1053, 1054 or 1091 of this title, filed by a person described in
subsection (b) of this section who has previously duly filed an
application for registration of the same mark in one of the countries
described in subsection (b) of this section shall be accorded the same
force and effect as would be accorded to the sameapplication if filed
in the United States on the same date on which the application was
first filed in such foreign country: Provided, That -

(1) the application in the United States is filed within six months
from the date on which the application was first filed in the foreign
country;

(2) the application conforms as nearly as practicable to the
requirements of this chapter, but use in commerce need not be
alleged;

(3) the rights acquired by third parties before the date of the
filing of the first application in the foreign country shall in no way
be affected by a registration obtained on an application filed under
this subsection;

(4) nothing in this subsection shall entitle the owner of a
registration granted under this section to sue for acts committed
prior to the date on which his mark was registered in this country
unless the registration is based on use in commerce.

In like manner and subject to the Same conditions and requirements,
the right provided in this section may be based upon a subsequent
regularly filed application in the same foreign country, instead of the
first filed foreign application: Provided, That any foreign application
filed prior to such subsequent application has been withdrawn,
abandoned, or otherwise disposed of, without having been laid open
to public inspection and without leaving any rights outstanding, and
has not served, nor thereafter shall serve, as a basis for claiming a
right of priority.

Registration .. on-prmcipet or supplemental. register;
copy of foreign registration

(e) A mark duly registered in the country of origin of the foreign
applicant may be registered on the principal register if eligible,
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otherwise on the supplemental register iu this chapter provided. The
application therefor shall be accompanied by a certification or a
certified copy of the registration in the country of origin of the
applicant.

of

(f)The-regisrration ofa mark -under -the-provisions-ef-subsections
(c), (d), and (e) of this section by a person described in subsection (b)
of this section shall be independent of the registration in the country
of origin and the duration, validity, or transfer in the United States of
such registration shall be governed by the provisions of this chapter.

Trade or commercial names of foreign nationals
protected without registration

(g) Trade names or commercial names of persons described in
subsection (b) of this section shall be protected without the obliga
tion of filing or registration whether or not they form parts of marks.

Protection of foreign nationals against unfair competition

(h) Any person designated in subsection (b) of this section as
entitled to the benefits and subject to the provisions of this chapter
shall be entitled to effective protection against unfair competition,
and the remedies provided in this chapter for infringement of marks
shall be available so far as they may be appropriate in repressing acts
of unfair competition.

Citizens or residents of United States entitled to benefits of section

(i) Citizens or residents of the United States shall have the same
benefits as are granted by this section to persons described in
subsection (b) of this section. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title IX, sec. 44, 60
Stat. 441; October 3, 1961, Public Law 87-333, sec. 2, 75 Stat. 748;
October 9, 1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 20, 76 Stat. 774.)

§ 1127. Construction and definitions; intent of chapter [Section 45]

In the construction of this chapter, unless the contrary is plainly
apparent from the context -

The United States includes and embraces all territory which is
under its jurisdiction and control.

The word "commerce" means all commerce which may lawfully be
regulated by Congress.

The term "principal register" refers to the register provided for by
sections 1051 to 1072 of this title, and the term "supplemental
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register" refers to the register provided for by sections 1091 to 1096of
this title.

The term "person" and any other word or term used to designate
the applicant Or other entitled to a benefit or privilege or rendered lia
ble under the provisions of this chapter includes a juristic person as
well as a natural person. The term "juristic person" includes a firm,
corporation, union, association, or other organization capable of suing
and being sued in a court of law.

The terms "applicant" and "registrant" embrace the legal represen
tatives, predecessors, successors and assigns of such applicant or
registrant.

The term "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Patents and
Trademarks.

The term "related company" means any person who legitimately
controls or is controlled by the registrant or applicant for registration
in respect to the nature and quality of the goods or services in
connection with which the mark is used.

The terms "trade name" and "commercial name" include individual
names and surnames, firm names and trade names used by manufac
turers, industrialists, merchants, agriculturists, and others to identify
their businesses, vocations, or occupations; the names or titles
lawfully adopted and used by persons, firms, associations, corpora
tions, companies, unions, and any manufacturing, industrial, commer
cial, agricultural, or other organizations engaged in trade or com
merce and capable of suing and being sued in a court of law.

The term "trademark" includes any word, name, symbol, or device
Or any combination thereof adopted and used by a manufacturer or
merchant to identify his goods, including a unique product, and
distinguish them from those manufactured or sold by others and to

indicate the SOurce of the goods, even if that source is unknown.
The term "service mark" means a mark used in the sale or

advertising of services to identify and distinguish the services of one
person, including a unique service, from the services of others and to

indicate the source of the services, even if that source is unknown.

Th~ s~£m...::<:mifi<:!'tiQI)m.!'.£~·.· ..m.~.!,I)~ ~..m.!'£~ \'~~.?\'PQI) Q£.iI) .
connection wirh the products or services of one or more persons
other than the owner of the mark to certify regional or other origin,
material, mode of manufacture, quality, accuracy or other characteris
tics of such goods or services or that the work or labor on the goods
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or services was performed by members of a union or other
organization.

The term "collective mark" means a trademark or service mark
used by the members of a cooperative, an association or other
collective group or orzanization and includes marks used to indicate

The term "mark" includes any trademark, service mark, collective
mark, or certification mark entitled to registration under this chapter
whether registered or not.

For the purposes of this chapter a mark shall be deemed to be used
in commerce (a) on goods when it is placed in any manner on the
goods or their containers Or the displays associated therewith or on
the tags or labels affixed thereto and the goods are sold or transport.
ed in commerce and (b) on services when it is used or displayed in the
sale or advertising of services and the services are rendered in
commerce, or the services are rendered in more than one State or in
this and a foreign country and the person rendering the services is
engaged in COmmerce in connection therewith.

A mark shall be deemed to be "abandoned" -
(a) When its use has been discontinued with intent not to

resume. Intent not to resume may be inferred from circumstances.
Nonuse for two consecutive years shall be prima facie
abandonment.

(b) When any course of conduct of the registrant, including acts
of omission as well as commission, causes the mark to lose its
significance as an indication of origin. Purchaser motivation shall
not be a test for determining abandonment under this sub
paragraph.
The term "colorable imitation" includes any mark which so

resembles a registered mark as to be likely to cause confusion Or
mistake or to deceive.

The term "registered mark" means a mark registered in the United
States Patent and Trademark Office under this chapter or under the
Act of March 3, 1881, or the Act of February 20, 1905, or the Act of
March 19, 1920. The phrase "marks registered in the Patent and
Trademark Office" means registered marks.

The term "Act of March 3, 1881", "Act of February 20, 1905", or
"Act of March 19, 1920," means the respective Act as amended.

A "counterfeit" is a spurious mark which is identical with, Or
substantially indistinguishable from, a registered mark.
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Words used in the singular include the plural and vice versa.
The intent of this chapter is to regulate commerce within the

control of Congress by making actionable the deceptive and mislead
ing use of marks in such commerce; to protect registered marks used
in such commerce from interference by State, or territorial legislation;
to protect persons engaged in such commerce against unfair competi
tion; to prevent fraud and deception in such commerce by the use of
reproductions, copies, counterfeits, or colorable imitations of regis
tered marks; and to provide rights and remedies stipulated by treaties
and conventions respecting trademarks, trade names, and unfair
competition entered into between the United States and foreign
nations. (July 5, 1946, c. 540, Title X, sec. 45, 60 Stat. 443; October 9,
1962, Public Law 87-772, sec. 21, 76 Stat. 774; January 2, 1975, Public
Law 93-596, sec. 1,88 Stat. 1949; Amended November 8, 1984, Public
Law 98-620, sec. 103, 98 Stat. 3336.)
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CHAPTER 1 - SUBJECT MATTER AND SCOPE OF COPYRIGHT

SEC.

101. Definitions.
102. Subject matter of copyright: In general.
103. Subject matter of copyright: Compilations and derivative works.
104. Subject matter of copyright: National origin.
105. Subject matter of copyright: United States Government works.
106. Exclusive rights in copyrighted works.
107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use.
108. Limitations on exclusive rights: Reproduction by libraries and

archives.
109. Limitations on exclusive rights: Effect of transfer of patticular copy or

phonorecord.
110. Limitations on exclusive rights: Exemption of certain performances

and displays.
111. Limitations on exclusive rights: Secondary transmissions.
112. Limitations on exclusive rights: Ephemeral recordings.
113. Scope of exclusive rights in pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works.
114. Scope of exclusive rights in sound recordings,
115. Scope of exclusive rights in nondramatic musical works: Compulsory

license for making and distributing phonorecords.
116. Scope of exclusive rights in nondrarnatic musical works: Public

performances by means of coin-operated phonorecord players.
117. Limitations on exclusive rights: Computer programs.
118. Scope of exclusive rights: Use of certain works in connection with

noncommercial broadcasting.

§ 101. Definitions

As used in this title, the following terms and their variant forms
mean the following:

An "anonymous work" is a work on the copies or phonorecords
of which no natural person is identified as author.

"Audiovisual works" are works that consist of a series of related
images which are intrinsically intended to be shown by the use of
machines or devices such as projectors, viewers, or electronic
equipment, together with accompanying sounds, if any, regardless
of the nature of the material objects, such as films or tapes, in

_______. The "best edition': ofa.. work isthe..edition,.published.inthe

United States at any time before the date of deposit, that the
Library of Congress determines to be most suitable for its
purposes.
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A person's "children" are that person's immediate offspring,
whether legitimate or not, and any children legally adopted by that
person,

A "collective work" is a work, such as a periodical issue, !

.......••.~!!!h?l.?~l!...?~.:e:l::~?!:'.:?~a, .in. ",hi:h.~..n~mber ofc~~tributions, ... . i
......constituting ...sep~t~te .....~n<l .. Jii(l~pend~iii::\vCifks··in.:thei11selves;·are······ •..••~ .•!

assembled into a collective whole. . . .. .

A "compilation" is a work formed by the collection and
assembling of preexisting materials or of data that are selected,
coordinated, or arranged in such a way that the resulting work as a
whole constitutes an original work of authorship. The term "com.
pilation'' includes collective works.

"Copies" are material objects, other than phonorecords, in which
a work is fixed by any method now known or later developed, and
from which the work Can be perceived, reproduced, or otherwise
communicated, either directly or with. the aid of a machine or
device. The term "copies" includes the material object, other than a
phonorecord, in which the work is first fixed.

"Copyright owner", with respect to anyone of the exclusive
rights comprised in a copyright, refers to the owner of that
particular right.

A work is "created" when it is fixed in a copy or phonorecord
for the first time; where a work is prepared over a period of time,
the portion of it that has been fixed at any particular time
constitutes the work as of that time, and where the work has been
prepared in different versions, each version constitutes a separate
work.

A "derivative work" is a work based upon one or more
preexisting works, such as a translation, musical arrangement,
dramatization, fictionalization, motion picture version, sound reo
cording, art reproduction, abridgment, condensation, Or any other
form in which a work may be recast, transformed, or adapted. A
work consisting of editorial revisions, annotations, elaborations, Or
other modifications which, as a whole, represent an original work
of authorship, is a "derivative work".

A "device", "machine", or "process" is one now known or later
developed.

To "display" a work means to show a copy of it, either directly
or by means of a film, slide, television image, Or any other device
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or process or, in the case of a motion picture or other audiovisual
work, to show individual images nonsequentially.

A work is "fixed" in a tangible medium of expression when its
embodiment in a copy Or phonorecord, by Or under the authority
of the author, is sufficiently permanent Or stable to permit it to be .
perceived, reproduced, Or otherwise communicated for a period of
more than transitory duration. A work consisting of sounds,
images, or both, that are being transmitted, is "fixed" for purposes
of this title if a fixation of the work is being made simultaneously
with. its transmission.

The terms "including" and "such as" are illustrative and not
limitative.

A "joint work" is a work prepared by two or more authors with
the intention that their contributions be merged into inseparable or
interdependent parts of a unitary whole.

"Literary works" are works, other than audiovisual works,
expressed in words, numbers, or other verbal or numerical symbols
or indicia, regardless of the nature of the material objects, such as
books, periodicals, manuscripts, phonorecords, film, tapes, disks, or
cards, in which they are embodied.

"Motion pictures" are audiovisual works consisting of a series of
related images which, when shown in succession, impart an
impression of motion, together with accompanying sounds, if any.

To "perform" a work means to recite, render, play, dance, Or act
it, either directly' or by means of any device Or process or, in the
case of a motion picture or other audiovisual work, to show its
images in any sequence or to make the sounds accompanying it
audible.

"Phonorecords" are material objects in which sounds, other than
those accompanying a motion picture or other audiovisual work,
are fixed by any method now known or later developed, and from
which the sounds can be perceived, reproduced, or otherwise
communicated, either directly or with the aid of a machine or
device. The term "phonorecords" includes the material object in
which the sounds are first fixed.

"l)i:t~rial, ..~:~phi:, .~nd sc~lptu:al.v:o~~~'.·.i~~l~.~~ tv:?:.~it;'~~- .
'sional and three-dimensional works of fine, graphic, andapplied .

art, photographs, prints and art reproductions, maps, globes, charts,
technical drawings, diagrams, and models. Such works shall in
clude works of artistic craftsmanship insofar as their form but not
their mechanical or utilitarian aspects are concerned; the design of
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a useful article, as defined in this section, shall be considered a
pictorial, graphic, or sculptural work only if, and only to the extent
that, such design incorporates pictorial, graphic, or sculptural
features that can be identified separately from, and are capable of

'. .....•.....• .... .~"isti~ginde~e~dentlyof, .the~tilitarian ~spect~ofthe. article..• =::.••.•.. ·.A:··Bie~df~yiliC>lisv,;ork'·is.a.~6fk·6nfh~topies(Jr·p~(J~otet'"···············
ords of which the author is identifiedunder a fictitious name. .

"Publication" is the distribution of copies or phonorecords of a
work to the public by sale or other transfer of ownership, or by
rental, lease, or lending. The offering to distribute copies or
phonorecords to a group of persons for purposes of further
distribution, public performance or public display, constitutes
publication. A public performance or display of a work does not of
itself constitute publication.

To perform or display a work "publicly" means -
(1) to perform or display it at a place open to the public Or at

any place where a substantial number of persons outside of a
normal circle of a family and its social acquaintances is gathered;
or

(2) to transmit Or otherwise communicate a performance or
display of the work to a place specified by clause (1) or to the
public, by means of any device or process, whether the members
of the public capable of receiving the performance or display
receive it in the same place or in separate places and at the same
time or at different times.
"Sound recordings" are works that result from the fixation of a

series of musical, spoken, Or other sounds, but not including the
sounds accompanying a motion picture or other audiovisual work,
regardless of the nature of the material objects, such as disks, tapes,
or other phonorecords, in which they are embodied.

"State" includes the District of Columbia and the Common
wealth of Puerto Rico, and any territories to which this title is
made applicable by an Act of Congress.

A "transfer of copyright ownership" is an assignment, mortgage,
exclusive license, or any other conveyance, alienation, or hypothe
cation of a copyright or of any of the exclusive rights comprised in
a copyright, whether Or not it is limited in time or place of effect,
but not including a nonexclusive license.

A "transmission program" is a body of material that, as an
aggregate has been produced for the sole purpose of transmission
to the public in sequence and as a unit.
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To "transmit" a performance or display is to communicate it by
any device or process whereby images or sounds are received
beyond the place from which they are sent.

The "United States", when used in a geographical sense, com
prises the several States, the District of Columbia and the Com
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and the organized territories under the
jurisdiction of the United States Government.

A "useful article" is an article having an intrinsic utilitarian
function that is not merely to portray the appearance of the article
or to convey information. An article that is normally a part of a
useful article is considered a "useful article".

The author's "widow" or "widower" is the author's surviving
spouse under the law of the author's domicile at the time of his or
her death, whether or not the spouse has later remarried.

A "work of the United States Government" is a work prepared
by an officer or employee of the United States Government as part
of that person's official duties.

A "work made for hire" is -
(1)a work prepared by an employee within the scope of his or

her employment; or
(2) a work specially ordered or commissioned for use as a

contribution to a collective work, as a part of a motion picture
or other audiovisual work, as a translation, as a supplementary
work, as a compilation, as an instructional text, as a test, as
answer material for a test, or as an atlas, if the parties expressly
agree in a written instrument signed by them that the work shall
be considered a work made for hire. For the purpose of the
foregoing sentence, a "supplementary work" is a work prepared
for publication as a secondary adjunct to a work by another
author for the purpose of introducing, concluding, illustrating,
explaining, revising, commenting upon, Or assisting in the use of
the other work, such as forewords, afterwords, pictorial illustra
tions, maps, charts, tables, editorial notes, musical arrangements,
answer material for tests, bibliographies, appendixes, and index
es, and an "instructional text" is a literary, pictorial, or graphic

.........•......• ..w.gtkpr~p~r~<:l.{Qtpllbli<;:~tiQn~nd ...with ... the....purpose...of. ..usein ..
systematic instructional activities,
A "computer program" is a set of statements or instructions to

be used directly or indirectly in a computer in order to bring about
a certain result. (Added December 12, 1980, Public Law 96-517, sec.
lOCa), 94 Stat. 3028.)
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§ 102. Subject matter of copyright: In general

(a) Copyright protection subsists, in accordance with this title, in
original works of authorship fixed in any tangible medium of
expression, now known or later developed, from which they can be

~~"p,en;dv~g,,!~P!.Qg,'!S,~!!,~qLq£!l~0Yi~~S9rn,!:~,is,~£~,~c,~i£~c:!~~irest!y ...or......................... . '.' .
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following categories:
(1) literary works;
(2) musical works, including any accompanying words;
(3) dramatic works, including any accompanying music;
(4) pantomimes and choreographic works;
(5) pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works;
(6) motion pictures and other audiovisual works; and
(7) sound recordings.

(b) In no Case does copyright protection for an original work of au
thorship extend ro any idea, procedure, process, system, method of
operation, concept, principle, Or discovery, regardless of the form in
which it is described, explained, illustrated, Or embodied in such
work.

§ 103. Subject matter of copyright: Compilations and derivative
works

(a) The subject matter of copyright as specified by section 102
includes compilations and derivative works, but protection for a work
employing preexisting material in which copyright subsists does not
extend to any part of the work in which such material has been used
unlawfully.

(b) The copyright in a compilation or derivative work extends only
to the material contributed by the author of such work, as distin
guished from the preexisting material employed in the work, and does
not imply any exclusive right in the preexisting material. The copy
right in such work is independent of, and does not affect Or enlarge
the scope, duration, ownership, or subsistence of, any copyright
protection in the preexisting material.

§ 104. Subject matter of copyright: National origin

(a) Unpublished W:orks - The works specified by sections 102 and
103, while unpublished, are subject to protection under this title
without regard to the nationality or domicile of the author.
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(b) Published Works - The works specified by secrions 102 and
103, when published, are subjecr to protection under this title if -

(1) on the date of first publication, one or more of the authors is
a national or domiciliary of the United States, or is a national,
domiciliary, or sovereign authority of a foreign nation that is a
party to a copyright treaty to which the United States is also a
parry, or is a stateless person, wherever that person may be
domiciled; or

(2)the work is first published in the United States or in a foreign
nation that, on the date of first publication, is a party to the
Universal Copyright Convention; or

(3) the work is first published by the United Nations or any of
its specialized agencies, or by the Organization of American States;
or

(4) the work comes within the scope of a Presidential proclama
tion. Whenever the President finds that a particular foreign nation
extends, to works by authors who are nationals or domiciliaries of
the United States or to works that are first published in the United
States, copyright protection on substantially the same basis as that
on which the foreign nation extends protection to works of its own
nationals and domiciliaries and works first published in that nation,
the President may by proclamation extend protection under this
title to works of which one or more of the authors is, on the date
of first publication, a national, domiciliary, or sovereign authority
of that nation, or which was first published in that nation. The
President may revise, suspend, or revoke any such proclamation or
impose any conditions or limitations on protection under a
proclamation.

§ 105. Subject matter of copyright: United States Government
works

Copyright protection under this title is not available for any work
of the United States Government, but the United States Government
is not precluded from receiving and holding copyrights transferred to
it by assignment, bequest, Or otherwise.

E~d;;si,;~;i~;hi~ii~n copyrighted works

Subject to sections 107 through 118, the owner of copyright under
this title has the exclusive right to do and to authorize any of the
following:
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(1) to reproduce the copyrighted work in copies or
phonorecords;

(2) to prepare derivative works based upon the copyrighted
work;

(3) to distribute copies or phonorecords of the copyrighted work
::"f():ihep~l5lic"Dy:sale"or15thertransfet(jh)wttership";"orbpental;"""~~"

lease, or lending; .
(4) in the case of literary, musical, dramatic, and choreographic

works, pantomimes, and motion pictures and other audiovisual
works, to perform the copyrighted work publicly; and

(5) in the case of literary, musical, dramatic, and choreographic
works, pantomimes, and pictorial, graphic, or sculptural works,
including the individual images of a motion picture or other
audiovisual work, to display the copyrighted work publicly.

§ 107. Limirarions on exclusive rights: Fair use

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 106, the faif use of a
copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or
phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for
purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (in
cluding multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, is
not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use
made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be
considered shall include -

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such
use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational
purposes;

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;
(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation

to the copyrighted work as a whole; and
(4)the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of

the copyrighted work.

§ 108. Limirations on exclusive rights: Reproduction by libraries
and archives

(a) Notwithstanding the provIsions of section 106, it is not an
infringement of copyright for a library or archives, or any of its
employees acting within the scope of their employment, to reproduce
no more than one copy Or phonorecord of a work, or to distribute
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such copy or phonorecord, under the conditions specified by this
section, if -

(1) the reproduction or distribution is made without any purpose
of direct or indirect commercial advantage;

(2) the collections of the library or archives are (i) open to the
public, or (ii) available not only to researchers affiliated with the
library or archives or with the institution of which it is a part, but
also to other persons doing research in a specialized field; and

(3) the reproduction or distribution of the work includes a notice
of copyright.
(b) The rights of reproduction and distribution under this section

apply to a copy or phonorecord of an unpublished work duplicated in
facsimile form solely for purposes of preservation and security or for
deposit for research use in another library or archives of the type
described by clause (2) of subsection (a), if the copy or phonorecord
reproduced is currently in the collections of the library or archives.

(c) The right of reproduction under this section applies to a copy
or phonorecord of a published work duplicated in facsimile form
solely for the purpose of replacement of a copy or phonorecord that
is damaged, deteriorating, lost, or stolen, if the library or archives has,
after a reasonable effort, determined that an unused replacement
cannot be obtained at a fair price.

(d) The rights of reproduction and distribution under this section
apply to a copy, made from the collection of a library Or archives
where the user makes his or her request or from that of another
library or archives, of no more than one article Or other contribution
to a copyrighted collection or periodical issue, or to a copy or
phonorecord of a small part of any other copyrighted work, if -

(1) the copy or phonorecord becomes the property of the user,
and the library or archives has had no notice that the copy or
phonorecord would be used for any purpose other than private
study, scholarship, or research; and

(2) the library or archives displays prominently, at the place
where orders are accepted, and includes on its order form, a
warning of copyright in accordance with requirements that the
.Regisrercf.Copyrights ..shall.prescribe.by.regularion.

.. (e) The .rights of reproduction and distribution under this section
apply to the entire work, or to a substantial part of it, made from the
collection of a library or archives where the user makes his or her re
quest or from that of another library or archives, if the library or

144



archives has first determined, On the basis of a reasonable investiga
tion, that a copy or phonorecord of the copyrighted work cannot be
Obtained at a fair price, if -

(1) the copy or phonorecord becomes the property of the user,

~""OOO~""o~n91h~Ji£E~EY"2:t;Shio~~~ohashad. no notice..ehsr rhe copy ?r 00....... . ..•.•...•..•..•..•. '

.o · oo phonorecord.. would be..used·Jp~:~"y::pp:rpR:s~·.9tflero.th~~:priV:are::":::":· j
study, scholarship, or research; and .

(2) The library or archives displays prominently, at the place
where orders are accepted, and includes on its order form, a
warning of copyright in accordance with requirements that the
Register of Copyrights shall prescribe by regulation.
(f) Nothing in this section -

(1) shall be construed to impose liability for copyright infringe
ment upon a library or archives or its employees for the unsuper
vised use of reproducing equipment located on its premises:
Provided, That such equipment displays a notice that the making of
a copy may be subject to the copyright law;

(2) excuses a person who uses such reproducing equipment Or
who requests a copy or phonorecord under subsection (d) from
liability for copyright infringement for any such act, or for any later
use of such copy or phonorecord, if it exceeds fair use as provided
by section 107;

(3) shall be construed to limit the reproduction and distribution
by lending of a limited number of copies and excerpts bya library
or archives of an audiovisual news program, subject to clauses (1),
(2), and (3) of subsection (a); or

(4) in any way affectsthe right of fair use as provided by section
107, or any contractual obligations assumed-at any time by the
library or archives when it obtained a copy or phonorecord of a
work in its collections.
(g) The rights of reproduction and distribution under this section

extend to the isolated and unrelated reproduction or distribution of a
single copy or phonorecord of the same material On separate occa
sions, but do not extend to cases where the library Or archives, or its
employee -

(1) is aware or has substantial reason to believe that it is
engaging in the related or concerted reproduction or distribution
of multiple copies or phonorecords of the same material, whether
made on one occasion or over a period of time, and whether
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intended for aggregate use by one or more individuals or for
separate use by the individual members of a group; or

(2) engages in the systematic reproduction or distribution of
single or multiple copies or phonorecords of material described in
subsection (d): Provided, That nothing in this clause prevents a
library or archives from participating in interlibrary arrangements
that do not have, as their purpose or effect, that the library or
archives receiving such copies or phonorecords for distribution
does so in such aggregate quantities as to substitute for a
subscription to or purchase of such work.
(h) The rights of reproduction and distribution under this section

do not apply to a musical work, a pictorial, graphic or sculptural
work, or a motion picture or other audiovisual work other than an
audiovisual work dealing with news, except that no such limitation
shall apply with respect to rights granted by subsections (b) and (c), or
with respect to pictorial or graphic works published as illustrations,
diagrams, or similar adjuncts to works of which copies are repro
duced or distributed in accordance with subsections (d) and (e).

(i) Five years from the effective date of this Act, and at five-year in
tervals thereafter, the Register of Copyrights, after consulting with
representatives of authors, book and periodical publishers, and other
owners of copyrighted materials, and with representatives of library
users and librarians, shall submit to the Congress a report setting forth
the extent to which this section has achieved the intended statutory
balancing of the rights of creators, and the needs of users. The report
should also describe any problems that may have arisen, and present
legislative or other recommendations, if warranted.

§ 109. Limitations on exclusive rights: Effecr of transfer of particu
lar copy or phonorecord

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 106(3), the owner of a
particular copy or phonorecord lawfully made under this title, or any
person authorized by such owner, is entitled, without the authority of
the copyright owner, to sell or otherwise dispose of the possession of
that copy or phonorecord.

. (b)(l) Notwithstanding ..... the provisions of subsection (a); unless·' .
authorized by the owners of wpyright in the soundrecording and
in the musical works embodied therein, the owner of a particular
phonorecord may not, for purposes of direct or indirect COmmer
cial advantage, dispose of, or authorize the disposal of, the
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possession of that phonorecord by rental, lease, or lending, or by
any other act or practice in the nature of rental, lease, or lending.
Nothing in the preceding sentence shall apply.to the rental, lease,
or lending of a phonorecord for nonprofit purposes by a nonprofit

...............•...... library.or nonprofit educational institution.
::.:..: .• 'mJsr9i6IilgI~t6i~s~bs~<:ti§~::s~alr:all:e~t~~IJjr()visr§ll'§ft~e"""':'"

antitrust laws. For purposes of the preceding sentence, "antitrust'" ..
laws" has the meaning given that term in the first section of the
Clayton Act and includes section 5 of the Federal Trade Cornmis-
sion Act to the extent that section relates to unfair methods of
competition.

(3) Any person who distributes a phonorecord in violation of
clause (1) is an infringer of copyright under section 501 of this title
and is subject to the remedies set forth in sections 502, 503, 504,

505, and 509. Such violation shall not be a criminal offense under
section 506 or cause such person to be subject to the criminal
penalties set forth in section 2319 of title 18. (Added October 4,

1984, Public Law 98-450, sec. 2(2), 98 Stat. 1727.)
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 106(5), the Owner of a

particular copy lawfully made under this title, Or any person author
ized by such owner, is entitled, without the authority of the copyright
owner, to display that copy publicly, either directly or by the
projection of no more than one image at a time, to viewers present at
the place where the copy is located. (Amended October 4, 1984,

Public Law 98-450, sec. 2(1), 98 Stat. 1727.)

(d) The privileges prescribed by subsections (a) and (b) do not,
unless authorized by the copyright owner, extend to any person who
has acquired possession of the copy or phonorecord from the
copyright owner, by rental, lease, loan, or otherwise, without acquir
ing ownership of it. (Amended October 4, 1984, Public Law 98-450,

Sec. 2(1), 98 Stat. 1727.)

§ 110. Limitations on exclusive rights: Exemption of certain per·
formances and displays

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 106, the following are
not infringements of copyright:

(1) performance or display of a work by instructors or pupils in
the course of face-to-face teaching activities of a nonprofit educa
tional institution, in a classroom or similar place devoted to
instruction, unless, in the case of a motion picture or other
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audiovisual work, the performance, or the display of individual
images, is given by means of a copy that was not lawfully made un
der this title, and that the person responsible for the performance
knew or had reason to believe was not lawfully made;

(2) performance of a nondramatic literary or musical work or
display of a work, by or in the course of a transmission, if -

(A) the performance or display is " regular part of the
systematic instructional activities of a governmental body or a
nonprofit educational institution; and

(B) the performance or display is directly related and of
material assistance to the teaching content of the transmission;
and

(C) the transmission is made primarily for -
(i) reception in classrooms or similar places normally

devoted to instruction, or
(ii) reception by persons to whom the transmission is

directed because their disabilities or other special circum
stances prevent their attendance in classrooms or similar
places normally devoted to instruction, or

(iii) reception by officers or employees of governmenta'
bodies as a part of their official duties or employment;

(3) performance of a nondramatic literary Or musical work Or 0:

a dramatical-musical work of a religious nature, or display of ,
work, in the COurse of services at a place of worship or other
religious assembly;

(4) performance of a nondramatic literary or musical work
otherwise than in a transmission to the public, without any purpose
of direct or indirect commercial advantage and without payment of
any fee or other compensation for the performance to any of its
performers, promoters, or organizers, if -

(A) there is no direct or indirect admission charge; or
(B) the proceeds, after deducting the reasonable costs of

producing the performance, are used exclusively for educational,
religious, or charitable purposes and not for private financial
gain, except where the copyright owner has served notice of
.obiecnon.co.ebe"performance,under,the"Jollowing",eonditions,'"''''''

(i) the notice shall be in writing and signed by the
copyright Owner or such owner's duly authorized agent; and

(ii) the notice shall be served on the person responsible for
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the performance at least seven days before the dateof the
performance, and shall state the reasons for the objection; and

(iii) the notice shall comply, in form, content, and manner
of service, with requirements that the Register of Copyrights
shall prescribe by regulation;

J5tCofi1fi1~~iS~ti()lr()fa:t~~~$Ul'i!f$t,()~:~"rfl~()dyih~""~peff6frfl1t~Ce"---""--'""-"
or dispi~y of a wo~k by the public reception ofthe transmission on -" " ""
a single receiving apparatus of a kind commonly used in private
homes, unless -

(A) a direct charge is made to see or hear the transmission; or
(B) the transmission thus received is further transmitted to the

public;
(6) performance of a nondramatic musical work by a govern

mental body or a nonprofit agricultural or horticultural organiza
tion, in the course of an annual agricultural or horticultural fair or
exhibition conducted by such body or organization; the exemption
provided by this clause shall extend to any liability for copyright
infringement that would otherwise be imposed on such body or
organization, under doctrines of vicarious liability or related in
fringement, for a performance by a concessionnaire, business
establishment, or other person at such fair or exhibition, but shall
not excuse any such person from liability for the performance;

(7) performance of a nondramatic musical work by a vending
establishment open to the public at large without any direct or
indirect admission charge, where the sole purpose of the perform
ance is to promote the retail sale of copies or phonorecords of the
work, and the performance is not transmitted beyond the place
where the establishment is located and is within the immediate area
where the sale is occurring;

(8) performance of a nondramatic literary work, by or in the
course of a transmission specifically designed for and primarily
directed to blind Or other"handicapped persons who are unable to
read normal printed material as a result of their handicap, or deaf
or other handicapped persons who are unable to hear the aural
signals accompanying a transmission of visual signals, if the
performance is made without any purpose of direct or indirect
commercial advantage and its transmission is made through the
facilities of: (i) a governmental body; or (ii) a noncommercial
educational broadcast station (as defined in section 397 of title 47);
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or (iii) a radio subcarrier authorization (as defined in 47 CFR 73.293
73.295 and 73.593-73.595); or (iv) a cable system (as defined in
section 111(£)).

(9) performance on a single occasion of a dramatic literary work
published at least ten years before the date of the performance, by
or in the course of a transmission specifically designed for and
primarily directed to blind or other handicapped persons who are
unable to read normal printed material as a result of their handicap,
if the performance is made without any purpose of direct or
indirect commercial advantage and its transmission is made
through the facilities of a radio subcarrier authorization referred to

in clause (8) (iii), Provided, That the provisions of this clause shall
not be applicable to more than one performance of the same work
by the same performers Or under the auspices of the same
organization,

(10) notwithstanding paragraph 4 above, the following is not an
infringement of copyright: performance of a nondramatic literary
or musical work in the COurse of a social function which is
organized and promoted by a nonprofit veterans' organization or a
nonprofit fraternal organization to which the general public is not
invited, but not including the invitees of the organizations, if the
proceeds from the performance, after deducting the reasonable
costs of producing the performance, are used exclusively for
charitable purposes and not for financial gain. For purposes of this
section the social functions of any college or university fraternity or
sorority shall not be included unless the social function is held
solely to raise funds for a specific charitable purpose. (Added
October 25, 1982, Public Law 97-366, sec. 3, 96 Stat. 1759.)

§ 111. Limirations on exclusive eights: Secondary transmissions

(a) Certain Secondary Transmissions Exempted - The secondary
transmission of a primary transmission embodying a performance or
display of a work is not an infringement of copyright if -

(1) the secondary transmission is not made by a cable system,
and consists entirely of the relaying, by the management of a hotel,

".~P~~t,!,~tl~, h(),1,1~e" <>r,~i.'!'!!~L,~~m1?li~hllletlt",9( ~igtlal~."ttatlsmitte.d"by
a.broadcastsration licensed by.rhe.Federal.Ccmmunications Com
mission, within the local service area of such station, to the private
lodgings of guests or residents of such establishment, and no direct
charge is made to see or hear the secondary transmission; or
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(2) the secondary transmission is made solely for the putpose
and under the conditions specified by clause (2) of section 110; Or

(3) the secondary transmission is made by any carrier who has no
direct or indirect control over the content or selection of the
primary transmi~si(>n. ?t .ove.r .. thep~l1:icular recipients of. th.e

.=:~:··sec;;ndar};·transmissiPn, ••• and·v,;hQ~~~~ql";ltl",s=wlt.Et~R"'cit3Qth~:::·=.:·::·
secondary transmission consist solely of providing wires, cables, Or
other communications channels for the use of others: Provided,
That the provisions of this clause extend only to the activities of
said carrier with respect to secondary transmissions and do not
exempt from liability the activities of others with respect to their
own primary or secondary transmissions; or

(4) the secondary transmission is not made by a cable system but
is made by a governmental body, or Other nonprofit organization,
without any purpose of direct or indirect commercial advantage,
and without charge to the recipients of the secondary transmission
other than assessments necessary to defray the actual and reason
able costs of maintaining and operating the secondary transmission
service.
(b) Secondary Transmission of Primary Transmission to Controlled

Group - Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a) and (c),
the secondary transmission to the public of a primary transmission
embodying a performance Or display of a work is actionable as an act
of infringement under section 501, and is fully subject to the remedies
provided by sections 502 through 506 and 509, if the primary
transmission is not made for reception by the public at large but is
controlled and limited to reception by particular members of the
public: Provided, however, that such secondary transmission is not
actionable as an act of infringement if -

(1) the primary transmission is made by a broadcast station
licensed by the Federal Communications Commission; and

(2) the carriage of the signals comprising the secondary transmis
sion is required under the rules, regulations, or authorizations of
the Federal Communications Commission; and

(3) the signal of the primary transmitter is not altered or changed
in any way by the secondary transmitter.
(c) Secondary Transmissions by Cable Systems -

(1) Subject to the provisions of clauses (2), (3), and (4) of this
subsection, secondary transmissions to the public by a cable system
of a primary transmission made by a broadcast station licensed by
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the Federal Communications Commission or by an appropriate
governmental authority of Canada or Mexico and embodying a
performance or display of a work shall be subject to compulsory li
censing upon compliance with the requirements of subsection (d)
where the carriage of the signals comprising the secondary trans
mission is permissible under the rules, regulations, or authorizations
of the Federal Communications Commission.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of clause (1) of this subsec
tion, the willful or repeated secondary transmission to the public by
a cable. system of a primary transmission made by a broadcast
station licensed by the Federal Communications Commission or by
an appropriate governmental authority of Canada or Mexico and
embodying a performance or display of a work is actionable as an
act of infringement under section 501, and is fully subject to the
remedies provided by sections 502 through 506 and 509, in the
following cases:

(A) where the carriage of the signals comprising the secondary
transmission is not permissible under the rules, regulations, or
authorizations of the Federal Communications Commission; or

(B) where. the cable system has not recorded the notice
specified by subsection (d) and deposited the statement of
account and royalty fee required by subsection (d).
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of clause (1) of this subsec

tion and subject to the provisions of subsection (e) of this section,
the secondary transmission to the public by a cable system of a
primary transmission made by a broadcast station licensed by the
Federal Communications Commission or by an appropriate govern
mental authority of Canada or Mexico and embodying a perform
ance or display of a work is actionable as an act of infringement
under section 501, and is fully subject to the remedies provided by
sections 502 through 506 and sections 509 and 510, if the content
of the particular program in which the performance or display is
embodied, or any commercial advertising or station announce
ments transmitted by the primary transmitter during, or immediate-
ly before or after, the transmission of such program, is in any way
.willfully.. altered..hy..rhe.. cable...system.rhrough.changes.cdeletions,.. or....

•.,-additions.: except for- the alteration,... deletion.e-or -substitution of
commercial advertisements performed by those engaged in televi
sion commercial advertising market research: Provided, That the
research company has obtained the prior consent of the .advertiser

152



who has purchased the original commercial advertisement, the
television station broadcasting that commercial advertisement, and
the cable system performing the secondary transmission: And
provided further, That such commercial alteration, deletion, or

~~~~u~~~tit~£i?EU~~!;2LP!:~f?E'H~"clJ2~"£hLR'!EP2sJ;~2L5;1~!iyiBgjn£()!!'~""~"""~.."~."~
.from the. sale..of.rhat.commercial.rime....

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of clause (1) of this subsec
tion, the secondary transmission to the public by a cable system of
a primary transmission made by a broadcast station licensed by an
appropriate governmental authority of Canada Ot Mexico and
embodying a performance or display of a work is actionable as an
act of infringement under section 501, and is fully subject to the
remedies provided by sections 502 through 506 and section 509, if
(A) with respect to Canadian signals, the community of a cable
system is located more than 150 miles from the United States
Canadian border and is also located south of the forty-second
parallel of latitude, or (B) with respect to Mexican signals, the
secondary transmission is made by a cable system which received
the primary transmission by means other than direct interception of
a free space radio wave emitted by such broadcast television
station, unless prior to April 15, 1976, such cable system was
actually carrying, or was specifically authorized to carry, the signal
of such foreign station on the system pursuant to the rules,
regulations, or authorizations of the Federal Communications
Commission.
(d) Compulsory License for Secondary Transmissions by Cable

Systems -
(1) For any secondary transmission to be subject to compulsory

licensing under subsection (c), the cable system shall, at least one
month before the date of the commencement of operations of the
cable system Or within one hundred and eighty days after the
enactment of this Act, whichever is later, and thereafter within
thirty days after each occasion on which the ownership or conttol
or the signal carriage complement of the cable system changes,
record in the Copyright Office a notice including a statement of
the identity and address of the person who owns or operates the
secondary transmission service or has power to exercise primary
control over it, together with the name and location of the primary
transmitter or primary transmitters whose signals are regularly
carried by the cable system, and thereafter, from time to time, such
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further information as the Register of Copyrights, after consulta
tion with the Copyright Royalty Tribunal (if and when the Tribunal
has been constituted), shall prescribe by regulation to carry out the
purpose of this clause.

(2) A cable system whose secondary transmissions have been
subject to compulsory licensing under subsection (c) shall, on a
semiannual basis, deposit with the Register of Copyrights, in
accordance with requirements that the Register shall, after consul
tation with the Copyright Royalty Tribunal (if and when the
Tribunal has been constituted), prescribe by regulation -

(A) a statement of account, covering the six months next
preceding, specifying the number of channels on which the
cable system made secondary transmissions to its subscribers,
the names and locations of all primary transmitters whose
transmissions were further transmitted by the cable system, the
total number of subscribers, the gross amounts paid to the cable
system for the basic service of providing secondary transmis
sions of primary broadcast transmitters, and such other data as
the Register of Copyrights may, after consultation with the
Copyright Royalty Tribunal (if and when the Tribunal has been
constituted), from time to time prescribe by regulation. Such
statement shall also include a special statement of account
covering any nonnetwork television programming that was
carried by the cable system in whole or in part beyond the local
service area of the primary transmittet, under rules, regulations,
or authorizations of the Federal Communications Commission
permitting the substitution or addition of signals under certain
circumstances, together with logs showing the times, dates,
stations, and programs involved in such substituted or added
carriage; and

(B) except in the case of a cable system whose royalty is
specified in subclause (C) or (D), a total royalty fee for the
period covered by the statement, computed on the basis of
specified percentages of the gross receipts from subscribers to
the cable service during said period for the basic service of

'-'providing,'secondary"transmissions"of"primary'hroadcast'trnns", 
mitters, 'as"follows:

(i) 0.675 of 1 per centum of such gross receipts for the
privilege of further transmitting any nonnetwork program
ming of a primary transmitter in whole or in part beyond the
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local service area of such primary transmitter, such amount to
be applied against the fee, if any, payable pursuant to
paragraphs (ii) through (iv);

(ii) 0.675 of 1 per centum of such gross receipts for the first
distant signal equivalent;

'"""":"',,',,,,,,":tilirO:42"5()fIper:c~flt~li1:()rs~~[g1()~s'f"ec~lpt~r()t~sF()C::::::'::::::':
the second, third, and fourth distant signal equivalents;

(iv) 0.2 of 1 per centum of such gross receipts for the fifth
distant signal equivalent and each additional distant signal
equivalent thereafter; and

in computing the amounts payable under paragraph (ii) through
(iv), above, any fraction of a distant signal equivalent shall be
computed at its fractional value and, in the case of any cable sys
tem located partly within and partly without the local service
area of a primary transmitter, gross receipts shall be limited to
those gross receipts derived from subscribers located without
the local service area of such primary transmitter; and

(C) if the actual gross receipts paid by subscribers to a cable
system for the period covered by the statement for the basic
service of providing secondary transmissions of primary broad
cast transmitters total $80,000 or less, gross receipts of the cable
system for the purpose of this subclause shall be computed by
subtracting from such actual gross receipts the amount by which
$80,000 exceeds such actual gross receipts, except that in no case
shall a cable system's gross receipts be reduced to less than
$3,000. The royalty fee payable under this subclause shall be 05

of 1 per centum, regardless of the number of distant signal
equivalents, if any; and

(D) if the actual gross receipts paid by subscribers to a cable
system for the period covered by the statement, for the basic
service of providing secondary transmissions of primary broad
cast transmitters, are more than $80,000 but less than $160,000,

the royalty fee payable under this subclause shall be (i) 05 of 1

per centum of any gross receipts up to $80,000; and (ii) 1 per
centum of any gross receipts in excess of $80,000 but less than
$160,000, regardless of the number of distant signal equivalents,
if any.
(3) The Register of Copyrights shall receive all fees deposited

under this section and, after deducting the reasonable costs
incurred by the Copyright Office under this section, shall deposit
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the balance in the Treasury of the United States, in such manner as
the Secretary of the Treasury directs. All funds held by the
Secretary of the Treasury shall be invested in interest-bearing
United States securities for later distribution with interest by the
Copyright Royalty Tribunal as provided by this ritle. The Register
shall submit to the Copyright Royalty Tribunal, on a semiannual
basis, a compilation of all statements of account covering the
relevant six-month period provided by clause (2) of this subsection.

(4) The royalty fees thus deposited shall, in accordance with the
procedures provided by clause (5), be distributed to those among
the following copyright owners who claim that their works were
the subject of secondary transmissions by cable systems during the
relevant semiannual period:

(A) any such owner whose work was included in a secondary
transmission made by a cable system of anonnetwork television
program in whole or in part beyond the local service area of the
primary transmitter; and

(B) any such owner whose work was included in a secondary
transmission identified in a special statement of account deposit
ed under clause (2XA); and

(C) any such owner whose work was included in nonnetwork
programing consisting exclusively of aural signals carried by a
cable system in whole or in part beyond the local service area of
the primary transmitter of such programs.
(5) The royalty fees thus deposited shall be distributed in

accordance with the following procedures:
(A) During the month of July in each year, every person

claiming ro be entitled to compulsory license fees for secondary
transmissions shall file a claim with the Copyright Royalty
Tribunal, in accordance with requirements that the Tribunal shall
prescribe by regulation. Notwithstanding any provisions of the
antitrust laws, for purposes of this clause any claimants may
agree among themselves as to the proportionate division of
compulsory licensing fees among them, may lump their claims
together and file them jointly or as a single claim, or may

..designate.a, common...agent.to.receive•.payment.. on..their.behalf.. ....
(B) After the first day of August ofeach year, the Copyright

Royalty Tribunal shall determine whether there exists a contro
versy concerning the distribution of royalty fees. If the Tribunal
determines that no such controversy exists, it shall, after deduct-
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ing its reasonable administrative costs under this section, distrib
ute such fees to the copyright owners entitled, or to their
designated agents. If the Tribunal finds the existence of a
controversy, it shall, pursuant to chapter 8 of this title, conduct a

"",,""" """,,",'" "o'opr()£~~c1i!1gJQ"gl:tetmiJ;)e,.the""djs.tcibutionoo"of"royalty""ofees, .. ",
"(C) During "otheo"oo °pendency"ofafiyj5foceediiig"iiiideitnfs"

subsection, the Copyright Royalty Tribunal shall withhold from
distribution an amount sufficient to satisfy all claims with
respect to which a controversy exists, but shall have discretion to
proceed to distribute any amounts that are not in controversy.

(e) Nonsimultaneous Secondary Transmissions by Cable $ystems -
(1) Notwithstanding those provisions of the second paragraph of

subsection (f) relating to nonsimultaneous secondary transmissions
by a cable system, any such transmissions are actionable as an act
of infringemenr under section 501, and are fully subject to the
remedies provided by sections 502 through 506 and sections 509
and 510, unless -

(A) the program on the videotape is transmitted no more than
one time to the cable system's subscribers; and

(B) the copyrighted program, episode, or motion picture
videotape, including the commercials contained within such
program, episode, or picture, is transmitted without deletion or
editing; and

(C) an owner or officer of the cable system (i) prevents the du
plication of the videotape while in the possession of the system,
(ii) prevents unauthorized duplication while in the possession of
the facility making the Videotape for the system if the system
owns or controls the facility, or takes reasonable precautions to
prevent such duplication if it does not own or control the
facility, (iii) takes adequate precautions to prevent duplication
while the tape is being transported, and (iv) subject to clause (2),
erases or destroys, or causes the erasure Or destruction of, the
videotape; and

(D) within forty-five days after the end of each calendar
quarter, an owner or officer of the cable system executes an
affidavit attesting (i) to the steps and precautions taken to
prevent duplication of the videotape, and (ii) subject to clause
(2), to the erasure Or destruction of all videotapes made or used
during such quarter; and
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(E) such owner or officer places or causes each such affidavit
and affidavits received pursuant to clause (2) (C), to be placed in
a file, open to public inspection, at such system's main office in
the community where the transmission is made or in the nearest
community where such system maintains an office; and

(F) the nonsimultaneous transmission is one that the cable
system would be authorized to transmit under the rules, regula
tions, and authorizations of the Federal Communications Com
mission in effect at the time of the nonsimultaneous transmis
sion if the transmission had been made simultaneously, except
that this subclause shall not apply to inadvertent or accidental
transmissions.
(2) If a cable system transfers to any person a videotape of a pro

gram nonsirnultaneously transmitted by it, such transfer is action
able as an act of infringement under section 501, and is fully
subject to the remedies provided by sections 502 through 506 and
509, except that, pursuant to a written, nonprofit contract provid
ing for the equitable sharing of the costs of such videotape and its
transfer, a videotape nonsimultaneously transmitted by it, in ac
cordance with clause (1), may be transferred by one cable system in
Alaska to another system in Alaska, by one cable system in Hawaii
permitted to make such nonsimultaneous transmissions to another
such cable system in Hawaii, or by one cable system in Guam, the
Northern Mariana ISlands, or the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands, to another cable system in any of those three territories,
if -

(A) each such contract is available for public inspection in the
offices of the cable systems involved, and a copy of such
contract is filed, within thirty days after such contract is entered
into, with the Copyright Office (which Office shall make each
such contract available for public inspection); and

(B) the cable system to which the videotape is transferred
complies with clause (1) (A), (B), (C) (i), (iii), and (iv), and (D)
through (F); and

(C) such system provides a copy of the affidavit required to be
...........•....••. "'mildF"in'ilc'cordanceWith,(:lliuse'(l)(D)fer'eiicll'cablE'systeiff·····

making a previous nonsimtlltaneous transmission of the same
videotape.
(3) This subsection shall not be construed to supersede the

exclusivity protection provisions of any existing agreement, or any
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such agreement hereafter entered into, between a cable system and
a television broadcast station in the area in which the cable system
is located, or a network with which such station is affiliated.

(4) As used in this subsection, the term "videotape", and each of

.j!§..Ya~jagL£Q!!!l§,.m~a'l§I!l~.L~ll~Qg!'.£\LQ'l.QLt!l~•.i.l!!,!g~§an(:L§Q!!-IH1§.~~ ..••••••.••.
•• w' of; a-program-or-programs-broadcest....by-a-television..breadcast-«-

station licensed by the Federal Communications Commission,
regardless of the nature of the material objects, such as tapes or
films, in which the reproduction is embodied.
(f) Definitions - As used in this section, the following terms and

their variant forms mean the following:
A "primary transmission" is a transmission made to the public

by the transmitting facility whose signals are being received and
further transmitted by the secondary transmission service, regard
less of where or when the performance or display was first
transmitted.

A "secondary transmission" is the further transmitting of a
primary transmission simultaneously with the primary transmission,
or nonsimultaneously with the primary transmission if by a "cable
system" not located in whole or in part within the boundary of the
forty-eight contiguous States, Hawaii, or Puerto Rico: Provided,
however, That a nonsimultaneous further transmission by a cable
system located in Hawaii of a primary transmission shall be
deemed to be a secondary transmission .if the carriage of the
television broadcast signal comprising such further transmission is
permissible under the rules, regulations, or authorizations of the
Federal Communications Commission.

A "cable system" is a facility, located in any State, Territory,
Trust Territory, or Possession, that in whole or in part receives
signals transmirted or programs broadcast by one or more televi
sion broadcast stations licensed by the Federal Communications
Commission, and makes secondary transmissions of such signals or
programs by wires, cables, or other communications channels to
subscribing members of the public who pay for such service. For
purposes of determining the royalty fee under subsection (d) (2),
two or more cable systems in contiguous communities under
common ownership or control or operating from one head-end'
shall be considered as one system.

The "local service area of a primary transmitter", in the case of a
television broadcast station, comprises the area in which such
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station is entitled ro insist upon its signal being retransmitted by a
cable system pursuant to the rules, regulations, and authorizations
of the Federal Communications Commission in effect on April 15,
1976, or in the case of a television broadcast station licensed by an
appropriate governmental authority of Canada or Mexico, the area
in which it would be entitled to insist upon its signal being
retransmitted if it were a television broadcast station subject to
such rules, regulations, and authorizations. The "local service area
of a primary transmitter", in the case of a radio broadcast station,
comprises the primary service area of such station, pursuant to the
rules and regulations of the Federal Communications Commission.

A "distant signal equivalent" is the value assigned to the
secondary transmission of any nonnerwork television programing
carried by a cable system in whole or in patt beyond the local
service area of the primary transmitter of such programing. It is
computed by assigning a value of one to each independent station
and a value of one-quatter to each network station and noncom
mercial educational station for the nonnetwork programing so
carried pursuant ro the rules, regulations, and authorizations of the
Federal Communications Commission. The foregoing values for
independent, network, and noncommercial educational stations are
subject, however, to the following exceptions and limitations.
Where the rules and regulations of the Federal Communications
Commission require a cable system ro omit the further transmission
of a patticular program and such rules and regulations also permit
the substitution of another program embodying a performance or
display of a work in place of the omitted transmission, or where
such rules and regulations in effect on the date of enactment of
this Act permit a cable system, at its election, to effect such
deletion and substitution of a nonlive program or to carry addition
al programs not transmitted by primary transmitters within whose
local service area the cable system is located, no value shall be
assigned for the substituted or additional program; where the rules,
regulations, or authorizations of the Federal Communications
Commission in effect on the date of enactment of this Act permit a

.........•T·····cable··system;·at·its·'·election,··to···omit··the··further···transmission.of··u·····
particular program and such rules, regulations, or authorizations
also permit the substitution of another program embodying a
performance Or display of a work in place of the omitted transmis
sion, the value assigned for the substituted or additional program
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shall be, in the case of a live program, the value of one full distant
signal equivalent multiplied by a fraction that has as its numerator
the number of days in the year in which such substitution occurs
and as its denominator the number of days in the year. In the case

"oLaestationecarried,epursuante,toctheeelate.nightc.or,cspecialty~program."CC~~ec.ceC'~"

., ingrules "of the PederalCommunicarions 'Comnrissiol1,"OrT'stlition" '
carried on a part-time basis where full-time carriage is not possible
because the cable system lacks the activated channel capacity to
retransmit on a full-time basis all signals which it is authorized to
carry, the values for independent, network, and noncommercial
educational stations set forth above, as the case may be, shall be
multiplied by a fraction which is equal to the ratio of the broadcast
hours of such station carried by the cable system to the total
broadcast hours of the station.

A "network station" is a television broadcast station that is
owned or operated by, or affiliated with, one or more of the
television networks in the United States providing nationwide
transmissions, and that transmits a substantial part of the program
ing supplied by such networks for a substantial part of that
station's typical broadcast day.

An "independent station" is a commercial television broadcast
station other than a network station.

A "noncommercial educational station" is a television station
that is a noncommercial educational broadcast station as defined in
section 397 of title 47.

§ 112, Limitations on exclusive rights: Ephemeral recordings

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 106, and except in
the case of a motion picture or other audiovisual work, it is not an in
fringement of copyright for a transmitting organization entitled to
transmit to the public a performance or display of a work, under a li
cense or transfer of the copyright or under the limitations on
exclusive rights in sound recordings specified by section 114 (a), to
make no more than one copy or phonorecord of a particular
transmission program embodying the performance or display, if -

(1) the copy or phonorecord is retained and used solely by the
transmitting organization that made it, and no further copies or
phonorecords are reproduced from it; and

(2) the copy or phonorecord is used solely for the transmitting
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organization's own transmissions within its local service area, or for
purposes of archival preservation or security; and

(3) unless preserved exclusively for archival purposes, the copy or
phonorecord is destroyed within six months from the date the
transmission program was first transmitted to the public.
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 106, it is not an

infringement of copyright for a governmental body or other nonprofit
organization entitled to transmit a performance or display of a work,
under section 110(2) or under the limitations on exclusive rights in
sound recordings specified by section 114(a), to make no more than
thirty copies or phonorecords of a particular transmission program
embodying the performance or display, if -

(1) no further copies Or phonorecords are reproduced from the
copies or phonorecords made under this clause; and

(2) except for one copy or phonorecord that may be preserved
exclusively for archival purposes, the copies or phonorecords are
destroyed within seven years from the date the transmission
program was first transmitted to the public.
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 106, it IS not an

infringement of copyright for a governmental body or other nonprofit
organization to make for distribution no more than one copy or
phonorecord, for each transmitting organization specified in clause (2)
of this subsection, of a particular transmission program embodying a
performance of a nondramatic musical work of a religious nature, or
of a sound recording of such a musical work, if -

(1) there is no direct or indirect charge for making or distribut
ing any such copies or phonorecords; and

(2) none of such copies or phonorecords is used for any
performance other than a single transmission ro the public by a
transmitting organization entitled to transmit to the public a
performance of the work under a license or transfer of the
copyright; and

(3) except for one copy or phonorecord that may be preserved
exclusively for archival purposes, the copies or phonorecords are all
destroyed within one year from the date the transmission program

'~~-~~'--~'~--was'-first-transmitted~to'1:he~public';-~-~-'-------'~-~- ----,----~-~-------~------, ---~--~~-

.-.-~--~ (d) -Nbhvithstatiditigtheprdvisiorisdfsec:tiorilO6;itis not an
infringement of copyright for a governmental body or other nonprofit
organization entitled to transmit a performance of a work under
section 110(8) to make no more than ten copies or phonorecords
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embodying the performance, or to permit the use of any such copy or
phonorecord by any governmental body or nonprofit organization
entitled to transmit a performance of a work under section 110(8),
if -

~~.~..,.JJJ.3'c!K~\!E!.LSRRY2!.ph2H5?:<;S2!~.l~.l<;~3:lH<;.~,~~5!.~~~~~~£!.:!z:,~Y~ .•..••~••.•.
.the organization that...made.iit, ..or.bya.. governmentalboPy·..gr..
nonprofit organization entitled to transmit a performance of a
work under section 110(8), and no further copies Or phonorecords
are reproduced from it; and

(2) any such copy or phonorecord is used solely for transmis
sions authorized under section 110(8), or for purposes of archival
preservation or security; and

(3) the governmental body or nonprofit organization permitting
any use of any such copy or phonorecord by any governmental
body or nonprofit organization under this subsection does not
make any charge for such use.
(e) The transmission program embodied in a copy or phonorecord

made under this section is not subject to protection as a derivative
work under this title except with the express consent of the owners of
copyright in the preexisting works employed in the program.

§ 113. Scope of exclusive rights in pictorial, graphic, and sculptur
al works

(a) Subject to the provisions of subsections (b) and (c) of this
section, the exclusive right to reproduce a copyrighted pictorial,
graphic, or sculptural work in copies under section 106 includes the
right to reproduce the work in or on any kind of article, whether
useful or otherwise.

(b) This title does not afford, to the Owner of copyright in a work
that portrays a useful article as such, any gteater or lesser rights with
respect to the making, distribution, or display of the useful article so
portrayed than those afforded to such works under the law, whether
title 17 or the common law or statutes of a State, in effect On
December 31, 1977, as held applicable and construed by a court in an
action brought under this title.

(c) In the case of a work lawfully reproduced in useful articles that
have been offered for sale or other distribution to the public,
copyright does not include any right to prevent the making, distribu
tion, or display of pictures or photographs of such articles in
connection with advertisements or commentaries related to the
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distribution or display of such articles, or in connection with news
reports.

§ 114. Scope of exclusive righrs in sound recordings

(a) The exclusive rights of the owner of copyright 10 a sound
recording are limited to the rights specified by clauses (1), (2), and (3)
of section 106, and do noc include any right of performance under
section 106(4).

(b) The exclusive right of the owner of copyright in a sound
recording under clause (1) of section 106 is limited to the right to du
plicate the sound recording in the form of phonorecords, or of copies
of motion pictures and other audiovisual works, that directly or
indirectly recapture the actual sounds fixed in the recording. The
exclusive right of the owner of copyright in a sound recording under
clause (2) of section 106 is limited to the right to prepare a derivative
work in which the actual sounds fixed in the sound recording are
rearranged, remixed, or otherwise altered in sequence or quality. The
exclusive rights of the owner of copyright in a sound recording under
clauses (1) and (2) of section 106 do not extend to the making or du
plicarion of another sound recording that consists entirely of an
independent fixation of other sounds, even though such sounds
imitate or simulate those in the copyrighted sound recording. The
exclusive rights of the owner of copyright in a sound recording under
clauses (1), (2), and (3) of section 106 do not apply to sound
recordings included in educational television and radio programs (as
defined in section 397 of title 47) distributed or transmitted by or
through public broadcasting entities (as defined by section 118(g)):
Provided, That copies or phonorecords of said programs are not
commercially distributed by or through public broadcasting entities
to the general public.

(c) This section does not limit or impair the exclusive right to

perform publicly, by means of a phonorecord, any of the works
specified by section 106(4).

(d) On January 3, 1978, the Register of Copyrights, after consulting
with representatives of owners of copyrighted materials, representa-

........!iyes ?f ..~.~.~ .. I)~?~~S~~~i~g?!~S<:>!~i~gt !!'.?.ti?~ piSt\!r~, lCt;.~.lCrt~it;.!!'lCt;t .
- industries, and arts organizations, representatives of organized labor

and performers of copyrighted materials, shall submit to the Congress
a report setting forth recommendations as to whether this section
should be amended to provide for performers and copyright owners
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of copyrighted material any performance rights in such material. The
report should describe the status of such rights in foreign countries,
the views of major interested parties, and specific legislative or other
recommendations, if any.

§..1l5. .'. Scope.iofexclusive rights.in ,nondramatk.musicaL.works:.
Compulsory license for making and distributing
phonorecords

In the case of nondramatic musical works, the exclusive rights
provided by clauses (1) and (3) of section 106, to make and to

distribute phonorecords of such works, are subject to compulsory
licensing under the conditions specified by this section.

(a) Availability and Scope of Compulsory License -
(1) When phonorecords of a nondramatic musical work have

been distributed to the public in the United States under the
authority of the copyright owner, any other person may, by
complying with the provisions of this section, obtain a compulsory
license to make and distribute phonorecords of the work. A person
may obtain a compulsory license only if his or her primary purpose
in making phonorecords is to distribute them to the public for
private use. A person may not obtain a compulsory license for use
of the work in the making of phonorecords duplicating a sound
recording fixed by another, unless: (i) such sound recording was
fixed lawfully; and (ii) the making of the phonorecords was
authorized by the owner of copyright in the sound recording or, if
the sound recording was fixed before February 15, 1972, by any
person who fixed the sound recording pursuant to an express
license from the owner of the copyright in the musical work or
pursuant to a valid compulsory license for use of such work in a
sound recording.

(2) A compulsory license includes the privilege of making a
musical arrangement of the work to the extent necessary to
conform it to the style or manner of interpretation of the perform
ance involved, but the arrangement shall not change the basic
melody or fundamental character of the work, and shall not be
subject to protection as a derivative work under this title, except
with the express consent of the copyright owner.
(b) Notice of Intention to Obtain Compulsory License -

(1)Any person who wishes to obtain a compulsory license under
this section shall, before or within thirty days after making, and
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before distributing any phonorecords of the work, serve notice of
intention to do so on the copyright owner. If the registration or
other public records of the Copyright Office do not identify the
copyright owner and include an address at which notice can be
served, it shall be sufficient to file the notice of intention in the
Copyright Office. The notice shall comply, in form, content, and
manner of service, with requirements that the Register of Copy
rights shall prescribe by regulation.

(2) Failure to serve or file the notice required by clause (1)
forecloses the possibility of a compulsory license and, in the
absence of a negotiated license, renders the making and distribu
tion of phonorecords actionable as acts of infringement under
section 501 and fully subject to the remedies provided by sections
502 through 506 and 509.
(c) Royalry Payable Under Compulsory License ~

(1) To be entitled to receive royalties under a compulsory
license, the copyright owner must be identified in the registration
or other public records of the Copyright Office. The owner is
entitled to royalties for phonorecords made and distributed after
being so identified, but is not entitled to recover for any phonOre
cords previously made and distributed.

(2) Except as provided by clause (1), the royalty under a
compulsory license shall be payable for every phonorecord made
and distributed in accordance with the license. For this purpose, a
phonorecord is considered "distributed" if the person exercising
the compulsory license has voluntarily and permanently parted with
its possession. With respect to each work embodied in the
phonorecord, the royalty shall be either two and three-fourths
cents, or one-half of one cent per minute of playing time or
fraction thereof, whichever amount is larger.

(3) A compulsory license under this section includes the right of
the maker of a phonorecord of a nondramatic musical work under
subsection (aX1) to distribute or authorize distribution of such
phonorecord by rental, lease, or lending. In addition to any royalty
payable under clause (2) and chapter 8 of this title, a royalty shall

••.•__.•.be payable by.the compulsory licensee for ..every.act.cf.disrribntion
............. of aphonorecordby orin-thenature ofrenral-Iease, or-lending-by

Or under the authority of the compulsory licensee. With respect to

each nondramatic musical work embodied in the phonorecord, the
royalty shall be a proportion of the revenue received by the
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compulsory licensee from every such act of distribution of the
phonorecord under this clause equal to the proportion of the
revenue received by the compulsory licensee from distribution of
the phonorecord under clause (2) that is payable by a compulsory
licensee under that clause and under chanter 8. The Regisrer<>L

~"""~"""<;C;pY~ights;1;~[crs"s~~~~g~[.uio;;""tO~;;~ty::'c;~t:ti;;p,;:;p~se·ofthTs"·"·"·"
clause. (Added October 4, 1984, Public Law 98-450, sec. 3, 98 Stat.
1727.)

(4) Royalty payments shall be made on or before the twentieth
day of each month and shall include all royalties for the month
next preceding. Each monthly payment shall be made under oath
and shall comply with requirements that the Register of Copyrights
shall prescribe by regulation. The Register shall also prescribe
regulations under which detailed cumulative annual statements of
account, certified by a certified public accountant, shall be filed for
every compulsory license under this section. The regulations cover
ing both the monthly and the annual statements of account shall
prescribe the form, content, and manner of certification with
respect to the number of records made and the number of records
distributed. (Amended October 4, 1984, Public Law 98-450, sec. 3,
98 Stat. 1727.)

(5) If the copyright owner does not receive the monthly payment
and the monthly and annual statements of account when due, the
owner may give written notice ro the licensee that, unless the
default is remedied within thirty days from the date of the notice,
the compulsory license will be automatically terminated. Such
termination renders either the making or the distribution, or both,
of all phonorecords for which the royalty has not been paid,
actionable as acts of infringement under section 501 and fully
subject to the remedies provided by sections 502 through 506 and
509. (Amended October 4, 1984, Public Law 98-450, sec. 3, 98 Stat.
1727.)

§ 116. Scope of exclusive rights in nondramatic musical works:
Public performances by means of coin-operated phono
record players

(a) Limitation on Exclusive Right - In the case of a nondramatic
musical work embodied in a phonorecord, the exclusive right under
clause (4) of section 106 to perform the work publicly by means of a
coin-operated phonorecord player is limited as follows:
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(1) The proprietor of the establishment in which the public
performance takes place is not liable for infringement with respect
to such public performance unless -

(A) such proprietor is the operator of the phonorecord player;
or

(B) such proprietor refuses or fails, within one month after
receipt by registered or certified mail of a request, at a time
during which the certificate required by clause (lXC) of subsec
tion (b) is not affixed to the phonorecord player, by the
copyright owner, to make full disclosure, by registered or
certified mail, of the identity of the operator of the phonorecord
player.
(2) The operator of the coin-operated phonorecord player may

obtain a compulsory license to perform the work publicly on that
phonorecord player by filing the application, affixing the certifi
cate, and paying the royalties provided by subsection (b).
(b) Recordation of Coin-Operated Pbonorecord Player, Affixation of

Certificate, and Royalty Payahle Under Compulsory License -
(1) Any operator who wishes to obtain a compulsory license for

the public performance of works on a coin-operated phonorecord
player shall fulfill the following requirements:

(A) Before or within one month after such performances are
made available on a particular phonorecord player, and during
the month ofJanuary in each succeeding year that such perfor
mances are made available on that particular phonorecord
player, the operator shall file in the Copyright Office, in
accordance with requirements that the Register of Copyrights,
after consultation with the Copyright Royalty Tribunal (if and
when the Tribunal has been constituted), shall prescribe by
regulation, an application containing the name and address of
the operator of the phonorecord player and the manufacturer
and serial number or other explicit identification of the phone
record player, and deposit with the Register of Copyrights a
royalty fee for the current calendar year of $8 for that particular
phonorecord player. If such performances are made available On

.~....p~ni~4J~X.ph9!19re~9r,9 ...pl~y~r f9!". ...!".h~ ..fir~t!".lll.1e~f!".erJ41yt9f ....
. any year, the royalty fee to be.deposited for the remainder of
that year shall be $4.

(B) Within twenty days of receipt of an application and a
royalty fee pursuant to subclause (A), the Register of Copyrights
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shall issue to the applicant a certificate for the phonorecord
player.

(C) On or before March 1 of the year in which the certificate
prescribed by subclause (B) of this clause is issued, or within ten

~~c~:L'!Y~c'!ft~Lth~csL'!t~cisc~!:!~'?LLh~cEmi&E'!E~Lth~~'?p~~!!ot'?E~h'!!!l"fjil{~c..."~.~" .•~.c~
to .theparticular.. phonorecord ..player,-in..a.position.where..it.can. •..
be readily examined by the public, the certificate, issued by the
Register of Copyrights under subclause (B), of the latest applica-
tion made by such operator under subclause (A) of this clause
with respect to that phonorecord player.
(2) Failure to file the application, to affix the certificate, or to

pay the royalty required by clause (1) of this subsection renders the
public performance actionable as an act of infringement under
section 501 and fully subject to the remedies provided by sections
502 through 506 and 509.
(c) Distribution of Royalties -

(1) The Register of Copyrights shall receive all fees deposited
under this section and, after deducting the reasonable costs
incurred by the Copyright Office under this section, shall deposit
the balance in the Treasury of the United States, in such manner as
the Secretary of the Treasury directs. All funds held by the
Secretary of the Treasury shall be invested in interest-bearing
United States securities for later distribution with interest by the
Copyright Royalty Tribunal as provided by this title. The Register
shall submit to the Copyright Royalty Tribunal, on an annual basis,
a detailed statement of account covering all fees received for the
relevant period provided by subsection (b).

(2) During the month of January in each year, every person
claiming to be entitled to compulsory license fees under this
section for performances during the preceding twelve-month peri
od shall file a claim with the Copyright Royalty Tribunal, in
accordance with requirements that the Tribunal shall prescribe by
regulation. Such claim shall include an agreement to accept as
final, except as provided in section 810 of this title, the determina
tion of the Copyright Royalty Tribunal in any controversy concern
ing the distribution of royalty fees deposited under subclause (A)
of subsection (b) (1) of this section to which the claimant is a party.
Notwithstanding any provisions of the antitrust laws, for purposes
of this subsection any claimants may agree among themselves as ro
the proportionate division of compulsory licensing fees among
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them, may lump their claims together and file them jointly or as a
single claim, or may designate a common agent to receive payment
on their behalf.

(3) After the first day of October of each year, the Copyright
Royalty Tribunal shall determine whether there exists a controversy
concerning the distribution of royalty fees deposited under sub
clause (A) of subsection (b) (1). If the Tribunal determines that no
such controversy exists, it shall, after deducting its reasonable
administrative costs under this section, distribute such fees ro the
copyright Owners entitled, or to their designated agents. If it finds
that such a controversy exists, it shall, pursuant to chapter 8 of this
title, conduct a proceeding to determine the distribution of royalty
fees.

(4) The fees to be distributed shall be divided as follows:
(A) to every copyright owner not affiliated with a performing

rights society, the pro rata share of the fees to be distributed to
which such copyright owner proves entitlement.

(B) to the performing rights societies, the remainder of the
fees to be distributed in such pro rata shares as they shall by
agreement stipulate among themselves, or, if they fail to agree,
the pro rata share to which such performing rights societies
prove entitlement.

(C) during the pendency of any proceeding under this section,
the Copyright Royalty Tribunal shall withhold from distribution
an amount sufficient to satisfy all claims with tespect to which a
controversy exists, but shall have discretion to proceed to

distribute any amounts that are not in controversy.
(5) The Copyright Royalty Tribunal shall promulgate regulations

under which persons who can reasonably be expected to have
claims may, during the year in which performances take place,
without expense to or harassment of operators or proprietors' of
establishments in which phonorecord players are located, have such
access to such establishments and to the phonorecord players
located therein and such opportunity to obtain information with
respect thereto as may be reasonably necessary to determine, by

~all1pli~g !,~?c~~~.~~~ ?r.. ?t~~~~i~:~t~~ ..e!.?.e~!!i~'! ..~f.S~,!!!!~,:!!i2'! .
"of the musical WOrks of each such person to the earnings ofthe

phonorecord players for which fees shall have been deposited. Any
person who alleges that he or she has been denied the access
permitted under the regulations prescribed by the Copyright Royal.
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ty Tribunal may bring an action in the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia for the cancellation of the compulsory
license of the phonorecord player to which such access has been
denied, and the court shall have the power to declare the compul-

""sgXyJ!cegse"!h",JeQUgY1!li4itQ!!Lth","f!~£!u:)Lisst!"","th",Je}?J","",",~"~""",",""",,
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representation of a material fact in an application filed under clause
(1) (A) of subsection (b), or who knowingly alters a certificate issued
under clause (1) (B) of subsection (b) or knowingly affixes such a
certificate to a phonorecord player other than the one it covers, shall
be fined not more than $2,500.

(e) Definitions - As used in this section, the following terms and
their variant forms mean the following:

(1) A "coin-operated phonorecord player" is a machine or device
that -

(A) is employed solely for the performance of nondramatic
musical works by means of phonorecords upon being activated
by insertion of coins, currency, tokens, or other monetary units
or their equivalent;

(B) is located in an establishment making no direct or indirect
charge for admission;

(C) is accompanied by a list of the titles of all the musical
works available for performance on it, which list is affixed to the
phonorecord player or posted in the establishment in a promi
nent position where it can be readily examined by the public;
and

(D) affords a choice of works available for performance and
permits the choice to be made by the patrons of the establish
ment in which it is located.
(2) An "operator" is any person who, alone or jointly with

others:
(A) owns a coin-operated phonorecord player; or
(B) has the power to make a coin-operated phonorecord

player available for placement in an establishment for purposes
of public performance; or

(C) has the power to exercise primary control over the
selection of the musical works made available for public per
formance on a coin-operated phonorecord player.
(3) A "performing rights society" is an association or corporation

that licenses the public performance of nondramatic musical works
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on behalf of the copyright owners, such as the American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publishers, Broadcast Music, Inc., and
SESAC, Inc.

§ 117. Limitations on exclusive rights: Computer programs

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 106, it is not an infringe
ment for the owner of a copy of a computer program to make or au
thorize the making of another copy or adaptation of that computet
program provided:

(1) that such a new copy or adaptation is created as an essential
step in the utilization of the computer program in conjunction with
a machine and that it is used in no other manner, or

(2) that such new copy or adaptation is for archival purposes
only and that all archival copies are destroyed in the event that
continued possession of the computer program should cease to be
rightful.
Any exact copies prepared in accordance with the provisions of

this section may be leased, sold, or. otherwise transferred, along with
the copy from which such copies were prepared, only as part of the
lease, sale, or other transfer of all rights in the program. Adaptations
so prepared may be transferred only with the authorization of the
copyright owner. (Amended December 12, 1980, Public Law 96-517,
sec. lo(b), 94 Stat. 3028.)

§ 118. Scope of exclusive rights: Use of certain works in connec
tion with noncommercial broadcasting

(a) The exclusive rights provided by section 106 shall, with respect
to the works specified by subsection (b) and the activities specified by
subsection (d), be subject to the conditions and limitations prescribed
by this section.

(b) Not later than thirty days after the Copyright Royalty Tribunal
has been constituted in accordance with section 802, the Chairman of
the Tribunal shall cause notice to be published in the Federal Register

~~ ....•.••• ()L.~b~~l~itL~~l()~.~£f,J?E()£!,~<;Ii~g~ ••f()r.~b~•.P\!!p()~~.~.9L<;I~~~milllllK~.•••.
reasonable terms. and .ratescof royalty.paymentsJor .the..activities
specified by subsection (d) with respect ro published nondramatic
musical works and published pictorial, graphic, and sculptural work
during a period beginning as provided in clause (3) of this subsection
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and ending on December 31, 1982. Copyright owners and public
broadcasting entities shall negotiate in good faith and cooperate fully
with the Tribunal in an effort to reach reasonable and expeditious
results. Notwithstanding any provision of the antitrust laws, any

"",,",",.mY.I1~!LQLf5:my[ig!1JiILy.'g!kL§P~<;iJi~!!J)y.Jhi§",§'L1:)~~<;!iQ!t.~I1!!~I1Y".",",",",,~",",",",

public. broadcasting entities, respectively,.may-negoriate-and ..agree····
upon the terms and rates of royalty payments and the proportionate
division of fees paid among various copyright owners, and may
designate common agents to negotiate, agree to, pay, or receive
payments.

(1) Any owner of copyright in a work specified in this subsection
or any public broadcasting entity may, within one hundred and
twenty days after publication of the notice specified in this
subsection, submit to the Copyright Royalty Tribunal proposed
licenses covering such activities with respect to such works. The
Copyright Royalty Tribunal shall proceed on the basis of the
proposals submitted to it as well as any other relevant information.
The Copyright Royalty Tribunal shall permit any interested party to

submit information relevant to such proceedings.
(2) License agreements voluntarily negotiated at any time be

tween one or more copyright owners and one or more public'
broadcasting entities shall be given effect in lieu of any determina
tion by the Tribunal: Provided, That copies of such agreements are
filed in the Copyright Office within thirty days of execution in
accordance with regulations that the Register of Copyrights shall
prescribe.

(3) Within six months, but not earlier than one hundred and
twenty days, from the date of publication of the notice specified in
this subsection the Copyright Royalty Tribunal shall make a
determination and publish in the Federal Register a schedule of
rates and terms which, subject to clause (2) of this subsection, shall
be binding on all owners of copyright in works specified by this
subsection and public broadcasting entities, regardless of whether
or not such copyright owners and public broadcasting entities have
submitted proposals to the Tribunal. In establishing such rates and
terms the Copyright Royalty Tribunal may consider the rates for
comparable circumstances under voluntary license agreements ne
gotiated as provided in clause (2) of this subsection. The Copyright
Royalty Tribunal shall also establish requirements by which copy
right owners may receive reasonable notice of the use of their
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works under this section, and under which records of such use
shall be kept by public broadcasting entities.

(4) With respect to the petiod beginning on the effective date of
this title and ending on the date of publication of such rates and
terms, this title shall not afford to owners of copyright or public
broadcasting entities any greater or lesser tights with respect to the
activities specified in subsection (d) as applied to works specified in
this subsection than those afforded under the law in effect on
December 31, 1977, as held applicable. and construed by a court in
an action brought under this title.

(c) The initial procedure specified in subsection (b) shall be
repeated and concluded betweenJune 30 and December 31, 1982, and
at five-year intervals thereafter, in accordance with regulations that the
Copyright Royalty Tribunal shall prescribe.

(d) Subject to the transitional provisions of subsection (b) (4), and
to the terms of any voluntary license agreements that have been
negotiated as provided by subsection (b) (2), a public broadcasting
entity may, upon compliance with the provisions of this section,
including the rates and terms established by the Copyright Royalty
Tribunal under subsection (b) (3), engage in the following activities
with respect to published nondramatic musical works and published
pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works:

(1) performance or display of a work by or in the course of a
transmission made by a noncommercial educational broadcast
station referred to in subsection (g); and

(2) production of a transmission program, reproduction of
copies or phonorecords of such a transmission program, and
distribution of such copies or phonorecords, where such produc
tion, reproduction, or distribution is made by a nonprofit institu
tion or organization solely for the purpose of transmissions speci
fied in clause (L); and

(3) the making of reproductions by a governmental body or a
nonprofit institution of a transmission program simultaneously
with its transmission as specified in clause (1), and the performance
or display of the contents of such program under the conditions

"specified -byclause··(l)ofsectionHO;·butonlyifthe··ceproduniofiS··
are used for performances ofdisplays for aperiodofno more than
seven days from the date of the transmission specified in clause (1),
and are destroyed before or at the end of such period. No person
supplying, in accordance with clause (2), a reproduction of a
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transmission program to governmental bodies or nonprofit institu
tions under this clause shall have any liability as a result of failure
of such body or institution ro destroy such reproduction: Provided,
That it shall have notified such body or institution of the require-

"""~."".".,,~~,,menLfoLsuch,,_.destruction_.p.ursuanLto•..this.clause:•.A"d.,.provided,,~, ._,~~.,••~
further;-Thatif· such, body-or institution -itself-fails-to-desrroysuch
reproduction it shall be deemed to have infringed.
(e) Except as expressly provided in this subsection, this section shall

have no applicability to works other than those specified in subsec
tion (b).

(1) Owners of copyright in nondramatic literary works and
public broadcasting entities may, during the course of voluntary
negotiations, agree among themselves, respectively, as to the terms
and rates of royalty payments without liability under the antitrust
laws. Any such terms and rates of royalty payments shall be
effective upon filing in the Copyright Office, in accordance with
regulations that the Register of Copyrights shall prescribe.

(2) On January 3, 1980, the Register of Copyrights, after consult
ing with authors and other owners of copyright in nondramatic
literary works and their representatives, and with public broadcast
ing entities and their representatives, shall submit to the Congress a
report setting forth the extent to which voluntary licensing arrange
ments have been reached with respect to the use of nondramatic
literary works by such broadcast stations. The report should also
describe any problems that may have arisen, and present legislative
or other recommendations, if warranted.
(I) Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit, beyond the

limits of fair use as provided by section 107, the unauthorized
dramatization of a nondramatic musical work, the production of a
transmission program drawn to any substantial extent from a pub
lished compilation of pictorial, graphic, or sculptural works, or the
unauthorized use of any portion of an audiovisual work.

(g) As used in this section, the term "public broadcasting entity"
means a noncommercial educational broadcast station as defined in
section 397 of title 47 and any nonprofit institution or organization
engaged in the activities described in clause (2) of subsection (d).

CHAPTER 2 - COPYRIGHT OWNERSHIP AND TRANSFER

SEC

201. Ownership of copyright.
202. Ownership of copyright as distinct from ownership of material object.
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203. Termination of transfers and licenses granted by the author.
204. Execution of transfers of copyright ownership.
205. Recordation of transfers and other documents.

§ 201. Ownership of copyright

(a) Initial Ownership - Copyright in a work protected under this ti
tle vests initially in the author or authors of the work. The authors of
a joint work are coowners of copyright in the work.

(b) Work Made for Hire - In the case of a work made for hire, the
employer or other person for whom the work was prepared is
considered the author for purposes of this title, and, unless the parties
have expressly agreed otherwise in a written instrument signed by
them, owns all of the rights comptised in the copyright.

(c) Contributions to Collective Works - Copyright in each separate
contribution to a collective work is distinct from copyright in the
collective work as a whole, and vests initially in the author of the con
tribution. In the absence of an express transfer of the copyright Or of
any rights under it, the owner of copyright in the collective work is
presumed to have acquired only the privilege of reproducing and
distributing the contribution as part of that particular collective work,
any revision of that collective work, and any later collective work in
the same series.

(d) Transfer of Ownership -
(1)The ownership of a copyright may be transferred in whole or

in part by any means of conveyance or by operation of law, and
may be bequeathed by will or pass as personal property by the
applicable laws of intestate succession.

(2) Any of the exclusive rights comprised in a copyright,
including any subdivision of any of the rights specified by section
106, may be transferred as provided by clause (1) and owned
separately. The owner of any particular exclusive right is entitled,
to the extent of that right, to all of the protection and remedies ac
corded to the copyright owner by this title.
(e) Involuntary Transfer - When an individual author's ownership

of a copyright, Or of any of the exclusive rights under a copyright, has

... H2F ..pr~yi2\\~!yg~~nJ,,~n~(~rt\;g ...Y2!\!!J,t~rilygYJb~ti!!giyig\l.~L.~\!,bQl,
no action by any governmental body or other official or organization
purporting to seize, expropriate, transfer, or exercise rights of owner
ship with respect to the copyright, or any of the exclusive rights under
a copyright, shall be given effect under this title, except as provided
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under title 11. (Amended November 6, 1978, Public Law 95-598, sec,
313, 92 Stat. 2676.)

§ 202. Ownership of copyright as distinct from ownership of
material object

':Qw;;~;shTp:pG~~opy;fgI;t',Q~Or~;;Y9Ghe:e~ci~siv~;igr;;~;~d~;;~~'~"'P"PP

copyright, is distinct from ownership of any material object in which
the work is embodied. Transfer of ownership of any material object,
including the COpy or phonorecord in which the work is first fixed,
does not of itself convey any rights in the copyrighted work
embodied in the object; nor, in the absence of an agreement, does
transfer of ownership of a copyright or of any exclusive rights under a
copyright convey property rights in any material object.

§ 203. Termination of transfers and licenses granted by the author

(a) Conditions for Termination - In the case of any work other than
a work made for hire, the exclusive or nonexclusive grant of a transfer
or license of copyright or of any right under a copyright, executed by
the author on or after January 1, 1978, otherwise than by will, is
subject to termination under the following conditions:

(1) In the case of a grant executed by one author, termination of
the grant may be effected by that author or, if the author is dead,
by the person or persons who, under clause (2) of this subsection,
own and are entitled to exercise a total of more than one-half of
that author's termination interest. In the case of a grant executed
by two or more authors of a joint work, termination of the grant
may be effected by a majority of the authors who executed it; if
any of such authors is dead, the termination interest of any such
author may be exercised as a unit by the person or persons who,
under clause (2) of this subsection, own and are entitled to exercise
a total of more than one-half of that author's interest.

(2) Where an author is dead, his or her termination interest is
owned, and may be exercised, by his widow or her widower and his
or her children or grandchildren as follows:

(A) the widow or widower owns the author's entire termina
tion interest unless there are any surviving children or grandchil
dren of the author, in which case the widow or widower owns
one-half of the author's interest;

(B) the author's surviving children, and the surviving children
of any dead child of the author, own the author's entire
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termination interest unless there is a widow or widower, in
which case the ownership of one-half of the author's interest is
divided among them;

(C) the rights of the author's children and grandchildren are in
all cases divided among them and exercised on a per stirpes
basis according to the number of such author's children repre
sented; the share of the children of a dead child in a termination
interest can be exercised only by the action of a majority of
them.
(3) Termination of the grant may be effected at any time during

a period of five years beginning at the end of thirty-five years from
the date of execution of the grant; or, if the grant covers the right
of publication of the work, the period begins at the end of thirty
five years from the date of publication of the work under the grant
or at the end of forty years from the date of execution of the grant,
whichever term ends earlier.

(4) The termination shall be effected by serving an advance
notice in writing, signed by the number and proportion of owners
of termination interests required under clauses (1) and (2) of this
subsection, or by their duly authorized agents, upon the grantee or
the grantee's successor in title.

(A)The notice shall state the effective date of the termination,
which shall fall within the five-year period specified by clause (3)
of this subsection, and the notice shall be served not less than
two or more than ten years before that date. A copy of the
notice shall be recorded in the Copyright Office before the
effective date of termination, as a condition to its taking effect.

(B) The notice shall comply, in form, content, and manner of
service, with requirements that the Register of Copyrights shall
prescribe by regulation.
(5) Termination of the grant may be effected notwithstanding

any agreement ro the contrary, including an agreement ro make a
will or to make any future grant.
(b) Effect of Termination - Upon the effective date of termination,

all rights under this title that were covered by the terminated grants

r~y~nto. ..th\;...~\lth()r,~!:!th()r~,~J:1rlo.~h~r~X§o.n~o.~QiQg ..t~p;ll.il)~~ipl), ..
";ll.terem under clauses (1) and (2) ofsubsection (a), .includingrhose
owners who did nor join in signing the notice of termination under
clause (4) of subsection (a), but with the following limitations:

(1) A derivative work prepared under authority of the grant
before its termination may continue ro be utilized under the terms
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of the grant after its termination, but this privilege does not extend
to the preparation after the termination of other derivative works
based upon the copyrighted work covered by the terminated grant.

(2) The future rights that will revert upon termination of the
"cc""c"~"",,,,,,,,,,granLbecome,,,,Yested,,,,con,,the,,,,date,"the,c,notice"",oLtermination",,,has,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

'c'been'served'as"providedbyclause (4)ofsubsection"(a),"The'rights '"
vest in the author, authors, and other persons named in, and in the
proportionate shares provided by, clauses (1) and (2) of subsection
(a).

(3) Subject to the provisions of clause (4) of this subsection, a
further grant, or agreement to make a further grant, of any right
covered by a terminated grant is valid only if it is signed by the
same number and proportion of the owners, in whom the right has
vested under clause (2) of this subsection, as are required to
terminate the grant under clauses (1) and (2) of subsection (a). Such
further grant or agreement is effective with respect to all of the
persons in whom the right it covers has vested under clause (2) of
this subsection, including those who did not join in signing it. If
any person dies after rights under a terminated grant have vested in
him or her, that person's legal representatives, legatees, or heirs at
law represent him or her for purposes of this clause.

(4) A further grant, or agreement to make a further grant, of any
right covered by a terminated grant is valid only if it is made after
the effective date of the termination. As an exception, however, an
agreement for such a further grant may be made between the
persons provided by clause (3) of this subsection and the original
grantee or such grantee's successor in title, after the notice of
termination has been served as provided by clause (4) of subsection
(a).

(5) Termination of a grant under this section affects only those
rights covered by the grants that arise under this title, and in no
way affects rights arising under any other Federal, State, or foreign
laws.

(6) Unless and until termination is effected under this section,
the grant, if it does not provide otherwise, continues in effect for
the term of copyright provided by this title.

§ 204. Execution of rransfers of copyright ownership

(a) A transfer of copyright ownership, other than by operation of
law, is not valid unless an instrument of conveyance, or a note or

179



memorandum of the transfer, is in writing and signed by the owner of
the rights conveyed or such owner's duly authorized agent.

(b) A certificate of acknowledgement is not required for the
validity of a transfer, but is prima facie evidence of the execution of
the transfer if -

(1) in the case of a transfer executed in the United States, the
certificate is issued by a person authorized to administer oaths
within the United States; or

(2) in the case of a transfer executed in a foreign country, the
certificate is issued by a diplomatic or consular officer of the
United States, or by a person authorized to administer oaths whose
authority is proved by a certificate of such an officer.

§ 205. Recordation of transfers and other documents

(a) Conditions for Recordation - Any transfer of copyright owner
ship or ocher document pertaining to a copyright may be recorded in
the Copyright Office if the document filed for recordation bears the
actual signature of the person who executed it, or if it is accompanied
by a sworn or official certification that ir is a true copy of the original,
signed document.

(b) Certificate of Recordation - The Register of Copyrighrs shall,
upon receipr of a document as provided by subsection (a) and of the
fee provided by section 708, record the document and rerum it with a
certificate of recordation.

(c) Recordation as Constructive Notice - Recordation of a document
in rhe Copyright Office gives all persons constructive notice of the
facts stated in the recorded document, but only if -

(1) the document, or material attached to it, specifically identifies
the work eo which it pertains so that, after the document is indexed
by the Register of Copyrights, it would be revealed by a reasonable
search under the title or registration number of the work; and

(2) registration has been made for the work.
(d) Recordation as Prerequisite to Infringement Suit - No person

claiming by virtue of a transfer to be the owner of copyright or of any
......~.~S[\'.~.!y~ .Fighttlnd~ra ..S9Pyright i~.~mitl~d .roinstitute.an.infringe- .

..•. rnent .action under this title until the instrument of transfer. under
which such person claims has been recorded in the Copyright Office,
but suit may be instituted after such recordation on a cause of action
that arose before recordation.
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(e) Priority Between Conflicting Transfers - As between two
conflicting transfers, the one executed first prevails if it is recorded, in
the manner required ro give constructive notice under subsection (c),
within one month after its execution in the United States or within

~1Y~m2n!b~,~f~~lj~L~1fS£"t~i2n,2H!~ift~~hs,g!1i!s"(L~t~J:s§'"QL~L~I!Y,,"~""""
,time"befote,tecordation,jn,such"manner.of-rhe-larer-transfer.-Other-. ,

wise the later transfer prevails if recorded first in such manner, and if
taken in good faith, for valuable consideration or on the basis of a
binding promise to pay royalties, and without notice of the earlier
transfer.

(f)Priority Between Conflicting Transfer of Ownership and Nonexclu
sive License - A nonexclusive license, whether recorded or not,
prevails over a conflicting transfer of copyright ownership if the
license is evidenced by a written instrument signed by the owner of
the rights licensed or such owner's duly authorized agent, and if -

(1) the license was taken before execution of the transfer; or
(2) the license was taken in good faith before recordation of the

transfer and without .notice of it.

CHAPTER 3 - DURATION OF COPYRIGHT

SEC.

301. Preemption with respect to other laws.
302. Duration of copyright: Works created on Or afterJanuary 1, 1978.
303. Duration of copyright: Works created but not published or copyright

ed before January I, 1978.
304. Duration of copyright: Subsisting copyrights.
305. Duration of copyright: Terminal date.

§ 301. Preemption with respect to other laws

(a) On and after January 1, 1978, all legal or equitable rights that are
equivalent ro any of the exclusive rights within the general scope of
copyright as specified by section 106 in works of authorship that are
fixed in a tangible medium of expression and come within the subject
matter of copyright as specified by sections 102 and 103, whether
created before or after that date and whether published or unpub
lished, are governed exclusively by this title. Thereafter, no person is
entitled to any such right or equivalent right in any such work under
the common law or statutes of any State.

(b) Nothing in this title annuls or limits any rights or remedies
under the common law or statutes of any State with respect to -
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(1) subject matter that does not come within the subject matter
of copyright as specified by sections 102 and 103, including works
of authorship not fixed in any tangible medium of expression; or

(2) any cause of action arising from undettakings commenced
before January 1, 1978; Or

(3) activities violating legal or equitable rights that are not
equivalent to any of the exclusive rights within the general scope of
copyright as specified by section 106.
(c) With respect to sound recordings fixed before February 15,

1972, any rights or remedies under the common law or statutes of any
State shall not be annulled or limited by this title until February 15,
2047. The preemptive provisions of subsection (a) shall apply to any
such rights and remedies pertaining to any cause of action arising
from undertakings commenced on and after February 15, 2047.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 303, no sound recording
fixed before February 15, 1972, shall be subject to copyright under
this title before, on, or after February 15, 2047.

(d) Nothing in this title annuls or limits any rights or remedies
under any other Federal statute.

§ 302. Duration of copyright: Works created on or after January 1,
1978

(a) In General - Copyright in a work created on or after January 1,

1978, subsists from its creation and, except as provided by the
following subsections, endures for a term consisting of the life of the
author and fifty years after the author's death.

(b}Joint Works - In the case of a joint work prepared by two Or
more authors who did not work for hire, the copyright endures for a
term consisting of the life of the last surviving author and fifty years
after such last surviving author's death.

(c) .Anonymous Works, Pseudonymous Works, and Works Made for
Hire- In the case of an anonymous work, a pseudonymous work, or
a work made for hire, the copyright endures for a term of seventy-five
years from the year of its first publication, or a term of one hundred

.~.~••••••••Ye~~I~,lI2}!lSh~.•Y~~!,.2Li~.sI~~£i~!),.,\Vtl£h,~~~r~2:pi!:~,ft;~!;.I.t,.~~~I~~,.,~.
' ""Jheend of such term.jheidentity ofone or moreoftheauthorsofan ,

anonymous or pseudonymous work is revealed in the records of a
registration made for that work under subsections (a) or (d) of section
408, or in the records provided by this subsection, the copyright in the
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work endures for the term specified by subsection (a) or (b), based on
the life of the author or authors whose identity has been revealed.
Any person having an interest in the copyright in an anonymous or
pseudonymous work may at any time record, in records to be

,~•.,maintained",by,the".copyright,Dffice"Jor",xhat"p'urpose",Lstatement,~",_"",
"identifyingone'or-more"authors-of·thework"the'statement'shallalso" .
identify the person filing it, the nature of that person's interest, the
source of the information recorded, and the particular work affected,
and shall comply in form and content with requirements that the
Register of Copyrights shall prescribe by regulation.

(d) Records Relating to Death ofAuthors - Any person having an in
terest in a copyright may at any time record in the Copyright Office a
statement of the date of death of the author of the copyrighted work,
or a statement that the author is still living on a particular date. The
statement shall identify the person filing it, the nature of that person's
interest, and the source of the information recorded, and shall comply
in form and content with requirements that the Register of Copy
rights shall prescribe by regulation. The Register shall maintain
current records of information relating to the death of authors of
copyrighted works, based on such recorded statements and, to the
extent the Register considers practicable, on data contained in any of
the records of the Copyright Office or in other reference sources.

(e) Presumption as to Author's Death - After a period of seventy
five years from the year of first publication of a work, Or a period of
one hundred years from the year of its creation, whichever expires
first, any person who obtains from' the Copyright Office a certified
report that the records provided by subsection (d) disclose nothing to
indicate that the author of the work is living, or died less than fifty
years before, is entitled to the benefit of a presumption that the
author has been dead for at least fifty years. Reliance in good faith
upon this presumption shall be a complete defense to any action for
infringement under this title.

§ 303. Duration of copyright: Works created but not published or
copyrighted before January 1, 1978

Copyright in a work created before January 1, 1978,but not
theretofore in the public domain or copyrighted, subsists from
January 1, 1978, and endures for the term provided by section 302. In
no case, however, shall the term of copyright in such a work expire
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before December 31, 2002; and, if the work is published on or before
December 31, 2002, the term of copyright shall not expire before
December 31, 2027.

§ 304. Duration of copyrighr: Subsisring copyrights

(a) Copyrights in Their First Term on January 1, 1978 - Any
copyright, the first term of which is subsisting on January 1, 1978,
shall endure for twenty-eight years from the date it was originally
secured: Provided, That in the case of any posthumous work or of any
periodical, cyclopedic, or other composite work upon which the
copyright was originally secured by the proprietor thereof, or of any
work copyrighted by a corporate body (otherwise than as assignee or
licensee of the individual author) or by an employer for whom such
work is made for hire, the proprietor of such copyright shall be
entitled to a renewal and extension of the copyright in such work for
the further term of forty-seven years when application for such
renewal and extension shall have been made to the Copyright Office
and duly registered therein within one year prior to the expiration of
the original term of copyright: And provided further, That in the case
of any other copyrighted work, including a contribution by an
individual author to a periodical or to a cyclopedic or other compos
ite work, the author of such work, if still living, or the widow,
widower, or children of the author, if the author be not living, or if
such author, widow, widower, or children be not living, then the
author's executors, or in the absence of a will, his or her next of kin
shall be entitled to a renewal and extension of the copyright in such
work for a further term of forty-seven years when application for such
renewal and extension shall have been made to the Copyright Office
and duly registered therein within one year prior to the expiration of
the original term of copyright: And provided further, That in default
of the registration of such application for renewal and extension, the
copyright in any work shall terminate at the expiration of twenty-eight.
years from the date copyright was originally secured.

(b) Copyrights in Their Renewal Term or Registered for Renewal

. ...... __ __.J}.~fgre J<t''H#!ry}, ...z,QZEJ..-::;:.Th~9l!r!\ti9n<:>f!\llyc<:>pyright,Jh~J~I),~W!\1
_••xerm ofwhich. is .subsistingatany.tirne betweenDecember.31,1976, ....

and December 31, 1977, inclusive, or for which renewal registration is
made between December 31, 1976, and December 31, 1977, inclusive,
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is extended to endure for a term of seventy-five years from the date
copyright was originally secured.

(c) Termination of Transfer and Licenses Covering Extended Renewal
Term - In the case of any copyright subsisting in either its first or re

D~~~Lt~m]c2l})~}1!'c~!tl,J2Z§Lgc~h~LthI'L!c~~S9l?YLighLiIL~~g£!unadec•••.c••.••.•..••.
.forhire.. the exclusive or nonexclusive grant-of.a-cransfer.orIlcenseof- cc
the renewal copyright or any right under it, executed beforeJanuary 1,

1978, by any of the persons designated by the second proviso of
subsection (a) of this section, otherwise than by will, is subject to

termination under the following conditions:
(1) In the case of a grant executed by a person or persons other

than the author, termination of the grant may be effected by the
surviving person or persons who executed it. In the case of a grant
executed by one or more of the authors of the work, termination
of the grant may be effected, to the extent of a particular author's
share in the ownership of the renewal copyright, by the author who
executed it or, if such author is dead, by the person or persons
who, under clause (2) of this subsection, own and are entitled to

exercise a total of more than one-half of that author's termination
interest.

(2) Where an author is dead, his or her termination interest is
owned, and may be exercised, by his widow or her widower and his
or her children or grandchildren as follows:

(A) the widow or widower owns the author's entire termina
tion interest unless there are any surviving children or grandchil
dren of the author, in which case the widow or widower owns
one-half of the author's interest;

(B) the author's surviving children, and the surviving children
of any dead child of the author, own the author's. entire
termination interest unless there is a widow or widower, in
which case the ownership of one-half of the author's interest is
divided among them;

(C) the rights of the author's children and grandchildren are in
all cases divided among them and exercised on a per stirpes
basis according to the number of such author's children repre
sented; the share of the children of a dead child in a termination
interest can be exercised only by the action of a majority of
them.
(3)Termination of the grant may be effected at any time during
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a period of five years beginning at the end of fifty-six years from
the date copyright was originally secured, or beginning on January
1, 1978, whichever is later.

(4) The termination shall be effected by serving an advance
notice in writing upon the grantee or the grantee's successor in
title. In the case of a grant executed by a person or persons other
than the author, the notice shall be signed by all of those entitled
to terminate the grant under clause (1) of this subsection, or by
their duly authorized agents. In the case of a grant executed by one
or more of the authors of the work, the notice as to anyone
author's share shall be signed by that author or his or her duly
authorized agent or, if that author is dead, by the number and
proportion of the owners of his or her termination interest required
under clauses (1) and (2) of this subsection, or by their duly
authorized agents.

(A)The notice shall state the effective date of the termination,
which shall fall within the five-year period specified by clause (3)
of this subsection, and the notice shall be served not less than
two or more than ten years before that date. A copy of the
notice shall be recorded in the Copyright Office before the
effective date of termination, as a condition to its taking effect.

(B) The notice shall comply, in form, content, and manner of
service, with requirements that the Register of Copyrights shall
prescribe by regulation.
(5) Termination of the grant may be effected notwithstanding

any agreement to the contrary, including an agreement to make a
will or to make any future grant.

(6) In the case of a grant executed by a person or persons other
. than the author, all rights under this title that were covered by the
terminated grapt revert, upon the effective date of termination, to
all of those entitled to terminate the grant under clause (1) of this
subsection. In the case of a grant executed by one or more of the
authors of the work, all of a particular author's rights under this ti
tie that were covered by the terminated grant revert, upon the
effective date of termination, to the author or, if that author is

u....... dead, to- the persons .owning his or. her termination interest under
clause (2) of this subsection, including those owners who did not
join in signing the notice of termination under clause (4) of this
subsection. In all cases the reversion of rights is subject to the
following limitations:
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(A) A derivative work prepared under authority of the grant
before its termination may continue to be utilized under the
terms of the grant after its termination, but this privilege does
not extend to the preparation after the termination of other
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the. terminated.grant.

(B) The future rights that will revert upon termination of the
grant become vesred on the date the notice of termination has
been served as provided by clause (4) of this subsection.

(C) Where the author's rights revert to two or more persons
under clause (2) of this subsection, they shall vest in those
persons in the proportionate shares provided by that clause. In
such a case, and subject to the provisions of subclause (D) of
this clause, a further grant, or agreement to make a further grant,
of a particular author's share with respect to any right covered
by a terminated grant is valid only if it is signed by the same
number and proportion of the owners, in whom the right has
vested under this clause, as are required to terminate the grant
under clause (2) of this subsection. Such further grant or
agreement is effective with respect to all of the persons in whom
the right it covers has vested under this subclause, including
those who did not join in signing it. If any person dies after
rights under a terminated grant have vested in him or her, that
person's legal representatives, legatees, or heirs at law represent
him or her for purposes of this subclause.

(D) A further grant, or agreement to make a further grant, of
any right covered by a terminated grant is valid only if it is made
after the effective date of the termination. As an exception,
however, an agreement for such a further grant may be made
between the author or any of the persons provided by the first
sentence of clause (6) of this subsection, or between the persons
provided by subclause (C) of this clause, and the original grantee
or such grantee's successor in title, after the notice of termina
tion has been served as provided by clause (4) of this subsection.

(E) Termination of a grant under this subsection affects only
those rights covered by the grant that arise under this title, and
in no way affects rights arising under any other Federal, State, or
foreign laws.

(F) Unless and until termination is effected under this subsec-
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tion, the grant, if it does not provide otherwise, continues in
effect for the remainder of the extended renewal term.

§ 305. Duration of copyrighr: Terminal date

All terms of copyright provided by sections 302 through 304 run to
the end of the calendar year in which they would otherwise expire.

CHAPTER 4 - COPYRIGHT NOTICE, DEPOSIT, AND REGISTRATION

SEC.

401. Notice of copyright: Visually perceptible copies.
402. Notice of copyright: Phonorecords of sound recordings.
403. Notice of copyright: Publications incorporating United States Govern-

ment works.
404. Notice of copyright: Contributions to collective works.
405. Notice of copyright: Omission of notice.
406. Notice of copyright: Error in name or date.
407. Deposit of copies or phonorecords for Library of Congress.
408. Copyright registration in general.
409. Application for copyright registration.
410. Registration of claim and issuance of certificate,
411. Registration as prerequisite to infringement suit.
412. Registration as prerequisite to certain remedies for infringement.

§ 401. Notice of copyright: Visually perceptible copies

(a) General Requirement - Whenever a work protected under this
title is published in the United States or elsewhere by authority of the
copyright owner, a notice of copyright as provided by this section
shall be placed on all publicly distributed copies from which the work
can be visually perceived, either directly or with the aid of a machine
or device.

(b) Form of Notice - The notice appearing on the copies shall
consist of the following three elements:

(1) the symbol © (the letter C in a circle), or the word
"Copyright", or the abbreviation "Copr."; and

(2) the year of first publication of the work; in the case of
compilations or derivative works incorporating previously pub.

.~"."••••.• li.~hs;~!!!~!~!i~!,£hs;.x:~~!2~£~gi§!~£R~~gs~t!e~.9f.£h~S9!BP1!~£19n .•..
Or derivariveworkjsisufficient. 'the year c!lltetl)llY be Qmittec!
where a pictorial, graphic, or sculptural work, with accompanying
text matter, if any, is reproduced in or on greeting cards, postcards,
stationery, jewelry, dolls, toys, or any useful articles; and
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(3) the name of the owner of copyright in the work, or an
abbreviation by which the name can be recognized, or a generally
known alternative designation of the owner.
(c) Position of Notice - The notice shall be affixed to the copies in

"",~YoEh~!!!!!-lJlJeI,~Il!IJp,(atiolJ,asJo,give,"reasonable"notice'0f,the'claim'of~"""'''~''''"

.: copytight".The Register ofEopyrights shall-prescribe byfegUiaHon;.,"·'·· .
examples, specific methods of affixation and positions of the notice
on various types of works that will satisfy this requirement, but these
specifications shall not be considered exhaustive.

§ 402. Notice of copyright: phonorecords of sound recordings

(a) General Requirement - Whenever a sound recording protected
under this title is published in the United States or elsewhere by
authority of the copyright owner, a notice of copyright as provided by
this section shall be placed on all publicly distributed phonorecords
of the sound recording.

(b) Form of Notice - The notice appeating on the phonorecords
shall consist of the following three elements:

(1) the symbol ® (the letter P in a circle); and
(2) the year of first publication of the sound recording; and
(3) the name of the owner of copyright in the sound recording,

or an abbreviation by which the name can be recognized, or a
generally known alternative designation of the owner; if the
producer of the sound recording is named on the phonorecord
labels or containers, and if no other name appears in conjunction
with the notice, the producer's name shall be considered a part of
the notice.
(c) Position of Notice - The notice shall be placed on the surface of

the phonorecord, or on the phonorecord label or container, in such
manner and location as ro give reasonable notice of the claim of
copyright.

§ 403. Notice of copyright: Publications incorporating United
States Government works

Whenever a work is published in copies or phonorecords consist
ing preponderantly of one or mOre works of the United States
Government, the notice of copyright provided by sections 401 or 402
shall also include a statement identifying, either affirmatively or
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negatively, those portions of the copies or phonorecords embodying
any work or works protected under this title.

§ 404. Notice of copyright: Contributions to collective works

(a) A separate contribution to a collective work may bear its own
notice of copyright, as provided by sections 401 through 403.
However, a single notice applicable to the collective work as a whole
is sufficient to satisfy the requirements of sections 401 through 403
with respect to the separate contributions it contains (not including
advertisements inserted on behalf of persons other than the owner of
copyright in the collective work), regardless of the ownership of
copyright in the contributions and whether Or not they have been
previously published.

(b) Where the person named in a single notice applicable to a
collective work as a whole is not the owner of copyright in a separate
contribution that does not bear its own notice, the case is governed
by the provisions of section 406(a).

§ 405. Notice of copyrighr: Omission of notice

(a) Effect ofOmission on Copyright - The omission of the copyright
notice prescribed by sections 401 through 403 from copies Or
phonorecords publicly distributed by authority of the copyright
owner does not invalidate the copyright in a work if -

(1) the notice has been omitted from no more than a relatively
small number of copies Or phonorecords distributed to the public;
or

(2) registration for the work has been made before or is made
within five years after the publication without notice, and a
reasonable effort is made to add notice to all copies or phone
records that are distributed to the public in the United States after
the omission has been discovered; or

(3) the notice has been omitted in violation of an express
requirement in writing that, as a condition of the copyright owner's
authorization of the public distribution of copies or phonorecords,
they bear the prescribed notice.

····.0·.... (lJ).F:ffeEtPf. ..Q"!!ffi~'! ..~'! ....I'!.'!.~.ce'!! ..!'![~~'!$.e~f=~f"JXP:~~~',l ..~l:J f"J.
innocently infringes a copyright, in reliance-upon an authorized copy
or phonorecord from which the copyright notice has been omitted,
incurs no liability for actual or statutory damages under section 504
for any infringing acts committed before receiving actual notice that
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registration for the work has been made under section 408, if such
person proves that he or she was misled by the omission of notice. In
a suit for infringement in such a case the court may allow or disallow
recovery of any of the infringer's profits attributable to the infringe-

~m-cllt,""and.may.enj.oin"the.continuation.of4he··infringing···undertaking····~·~"~""

.or may require; as .a' condition orpermitringrhe c6ritihiiiitiohofihe "
infringing undertaking, that the infringer pay the copyright owner a
reasonable license fee in an amount and on terms fixed by the court.

(c) Removal ofNotice - Protection under this title is not affected by
the removal, destruction, or obliteration of the notice, without the
authorization of the copyright owner, from any publicly distributed
copies or phonorecords.

§ 406. Notice of copyright: Error in name or date

(a) Error in Name - Where the person named in the copyright
notice on copies or phonorecords publicly distributed by authority of
the copyright owner is not the owner of copyright, the validity and
ownership of the copyright are not affected. In such a case, however,
any person who innocently begins an undertaking that infringes the
copyright has a complete defense to any action for such infringement
if such person proves that he or she was misled by the notice 'and be
gan the undertaking in good faith under a purported transfer Or
license from the person named therein, unless before the undertaking
was begun-

(1) registration for the work had been made in the name of the
owner of copyright; or

(2) a document executed by the person named in the notice and
showing the ownership of the copyright had been recorded. The
person named in the notice is liable to account to the copyright
owner for all receipts from transfers or licenses purportedly made
under the copyright by the person named in the notice
(b) Error in Date - When the year date in the notice on copies or

phonorecords distributed by authority of the copyright owner is
earlier than the year in which publication first occurred, any period
computed from the year of first publication under section 302 is to be
computed from the year in the notice, Where the year date is more
than one year later than the year in which publication first occurred,
the work is considered to have been published without any notice and
is governed by the provisions of section 405.

(c) Omission of Name or Date - Where copies Or phonorecords
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publicly distributed by authority of the copyright owner contain no
name or no date that could reasonably be considered a parr of the no
tice, the work is considered to have been published without any
notice and is governed by the provision of section 405.

§ 407. Deposit of copies or phonorecords for Library of Congress

(a) Except as provided by subsection (c), and subject to the
provisions of subsection (e), the owner of copyright or of the
exclusive right of publication in a work published with notice of
copyright in the United States shall deposit, within three months after
the date of such publication -

(1) two complete copies of the best edition; or
(2) if the work is a sound recording, two complete phonorecords

of the best edition, together with any printed or other visually
perceptible material published with such phonorecords.

Neither the deposit requirements of this subsection nor the acquisi
tion provisions of subsection (e) are conditions of copyright
protection.

(b) The required copies or phonorecords shall be deposited in the
Copyright Office for the use or disposition of the Library of
Congress. The Register of Copyright shall, when requested by the
depositor and upon payment of the fee prescribed by section 708,
issue a receipt for the deposit.

(c) The Register of Copyrights may by regulation exempt any
categories of material from the deposit requirements of this section,
or require deposit of only one copy Ot phonorecord with respect to
any categories. Such regulations shall provide either for complete
exemption from the deposit requirements of this section, or for
alternative forms of deposit aimed at providing a satisfactory archival
record of a work without imposing practical or financial hardships on
the depositor, where the individual author is the owner of copyright
in a pictorial, graphic, or sculptural work and (i) less than five copies
of the work have been published, or (ii) the work has been published
in a limited edition consisting .of numbered copies, the monetary
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. the best edition of the work: burdensome, unfair, or unreasonable,

(d) At any time after publication of a work as provided by
subsection (a), the Register of Copyrights may make written demand
for the required deposit on any of the persons obligated to make the
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