
SDC Tier 2 Distribution
The Tier 2 distribution is for commercial
use within industrial firms. The license
granted is non-exclusive and for internal
use only. The license does not cover the
right to use the program or portions of the
program in any service or product offered
by the licensee. Programs are generally
provided for a paid-up royalty or an an
nual royalty fee.

Tier 3 Distribution
By Commercial Firms
The Tier 3 distribution is performed by
private software companies which are
granted a license from Stanford to
develop the software and then to
sublicense it to others. The commercial
distributor us able to provide the in
stallation, maintenance, debugging,
enhancements, training and support that
the SDC cannot. .In some cases, recipients
of Tier 1 or Tier 2 distribution from the
SDC may also become customers of the
Tier 3 distributors, desiring the more
developed version and other services
provided.
Not all software programs are available
from a Tier 3 distributor. Some are cur
rently distributed only from the SDC.
When a Tier 3 licensee is sought,
Stanford's Office of Technology Licens
ing considers such factors as:

• market access of the prospective
licensee to potential user-customers

• technological competence of the
prospective licensee with respect to
the particular software program

• resources that are available to the
prospective licensee for development,
marketing and support

Administration of the SDC
The SDC is administered by the Office of
Technology Licensing, Stanford University,
350 Cambridge Avenue, Suite 250, Palo
Alto, California 94306. (415) 723-0651,
Telex 348402 STANFRD STNU.
The SDC staff looks forward to serving
you and welcomes your inquiries.
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Purpose
To disseminate Stanford-developed com
puter software efficiently and broadly.

Background
The number of research projects involving
computer software is steadily increasing.
Mere publication in a research journal
without access to the computer software
itself is often inadequate to transfer
research methodologies and findings to
those wishing to use or build upon Stanford
research.
Stanford has developed a three-tiered ap
proach to this problem. Many software
programs are available directly from
Stanford to the non-profit (Tier 1) or com
mercial (Tier 2) user through the Software
Distribution Center. In some cases,
Stanford may grant a full commercial
license (Tier 3) to a company which will
enhance, market, and support the pro
gram. A given program may be available
on multiple tiers.
The Software Distribution Center (SDC)
is a mechanism to distribute computer
software efficiently to the largest number
of potential users. The SDC provides a
focal point for individuals at other univer
sities, in industry, in government and
elsewhere who wish to access the wide
variety of Stanford software.
The SDC provides no product support or
warranties. The software is distributed on
an "es is, with all defects" basis.

SOC Tier I Distribution
The Tier 1 distribution is for academic
research use. The license granted is non
exclusive and for internal use only.
Programs are generally provided at the
cost of distribution. This type of dis
tribution is primarily made to academic
colleagues, non-profit research institu
tions, and government agencies.


