
 

 
Understanding on Rules and Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes  

  
EXPERT REVIEW GROUPS  
 

The following rules and procedures shall apply to expert review groups established in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph 2 of Article 13. 

1. Expert review groups are under the panel's authority. Their terms of reference and detailed working procedures 
shall be decided by the panel, and they shall report to the panel. 

2. Participation in expert review groups shall be restricted to persons of professional standing and experience in the 
field in question. 

3. Citizens of parties to the dispute shall not serve on an expert review group without the joint agreement of the 
parties to the dispute, except in exceptional circumstances when the panel considers that the need for specialized 
scientific expertise cannot be fulfilled otherwise. Government officials of parties to the dispute shall not serve on an 
expert review group. Members of expert review groups shall serve in their individual capacities and not as government 
representatives, nor as representatives of any organization. Governments or organizations shall therefore not give them 
instructions with regard to matters before an expert review group. 

4. Expert review groups may consult and seek information and technical advice from any source they deem 
appropriate. Before an expert review group seeks such information or advice from a source within the jurisdiction of a 
Member, it shall inform the government of that Member. Any Member shall respond promptly and fully to any request 
by an expert review group for such information as the expert review group considers necessary and appropriate. 

5. The parties to a dispute shall have access to all relevant information provided to an expert review group, unless it 
is of a confidential nature. Confidential information provided to the expert review group shall not be released without 
formal authorization from the government, organization or person providing the information. Where such information is 
requested from the expert review group but release of such information by the expert review group is not authorized, a 
non-confidential summary of the information will be provided by the government, organization or person supplying the 
information. 

6. The expert review group shall submit a draft report to the parties to the dispute with a view to obtaining their 
comments, and taking them into account, as appropriate, in the final report, which shall also be issued to the parties to 
the dispute when it is submitted to the panel. The final report of the expert review group shall be advisory only.   
 


