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' ~ ~ G E ~ X E N ? ' ~  ..OF COPYRIGWS - . .,BY THB 'WNITED STATES ;' 
-' The iflerk kglled thk biil 6716)', 
to amend title 28 of the United States 
Code relating to actions for infringe- 
ments of copyrights by the United States. 

There being no objection, the Clerk 
read .the bill, as follows: 

Be i t  aacted, etc., That section 1498 of 
title 28 of the United States Code is hereby 
amended by insertlng the letter "(a)" at  the 
beglnning of the sectlon and adding at  the 
end thereof a new subsectlon "'(b)" reading 
8s follows: 

" (b) Whenever after December 3 1  .1956, 
any work protected under the copyright 
laws of the United States shall be Infringed 
by the Unlted States, by a corporation owned 
or controlled by the United States, or by 8 

contractor, subcontractor or any person or 
corporation pursuant to 8 contract wlth or 
authorlzntion by the Government, the own- 
er's remedy shall be by actlon agalnst the 
United States in the Court of Claims or 
In any dlstrlct court for the recovery of such 
damages as the copyrlght owner may have 
suffered due to such infringement in ac- 
cordance wlth the procedure and terms, ln- 

, cludlng the. minimum statutory damages,,set 
forth Iu. section 101 (b) of title 17, United 
States Code: Provided, That the cogyrlght 
owner shaH also have the right tb pufsue 
t l o  admfnistatlve remedy available uncle? 
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380 ci title m, U. S .  c.11 181 cases tn. w h i a  
.<:he damages d s h d ,  tncludlng the mlnl.2 
.raum statuwry damages set forth In =c'-ion 
,101 (b) of t l t l e  If, United Btates Code, do 
not exceed $1,000, except that in claims for 
copyright lnfrlngement sectlon 2680 (a)  of 
tltle 28, Unlted States Code, shall not be 
available as a defense to the Government: 
And provided further, That the  statute of 
llmltations in brlnglng actlons or in maklng 
claims under this subsectlon shall be the 6 
years specifled In section 2401 (a) of tltle 
28, Unlted States Code!' 

With the following committee amend- 
ment: 

StrLke out all after the enacting clause and 
insert "That section 1498 of title 28 of the 
United States Code.1~ hereby amended by in- 
serting the letter '(a) '  a t  the beginning of 
the  section and adding a t  the end thereof B 
new subsection ' (b) '  reading as follows: 

" '(b) Whenever after December 31. 1956. 
the copyrlght in any work protected under 
the copyright laws of the Unlted States shall 
be infringed by the Unlted States, by a cor- 
poration owned or controlled by the Unlted 
States, or by a contractor, subcontractor, or 
anx person, &m, or corporation acting for the 
Government and with the authorization or 
consent of the Government, the exclusive 
remedy of the owner of such copyrlght shall 
be by action agalnst the Unlted States in the 
Court of Claims for the recovery of his rea- 
sonable and entire compsnsation as damages 
for such infrlngement, including the. mini- 
mum statutory damages as set forth In sec- 
ticn ,101 (bj of .titie 97. United States Co&: 
Provided, Thnt n GOYeZhInent employee.~hcTZ 
h a ~ e  B rlgllt CC actlm. against the. G p m n -  
m n t  under thb gubzcctlon except where he  
was in a position 'to order, influence, or ln- 
ducc use of the copyrighted Work by tlie 
Qoverinnent.: ProvMcd, hwever, That this 
subsection shall not confer a right of actlon 
on any copyright owner or any assignee of 
such owner with respect to any copyrlghted 
work prepared by a person while in the em- 
ployment or service of the Unlted States, 
where the copyrlghted work was prepared as 
a part of the official functions of the em- 
ployee, or in the preparation of which Gov- 
ernment tlme, material, or facilities were 
used; A n d  provided further, That before such 
action against the Unlted States has been 
lnstituted the appropriate corporation owned 
or controlled by the Unlted States or the head 
of the appropriate department or agency of 
the Government, as the case may be. is au- 
thorized to enter into an agreement with the 
copyright owner in full settlement and com- 
promise for the damages accrulng.to him by 
reason of such infringement and to settle. the 
clalm ndminlstratively out of available ap- 
propriatlons. 

"'Except as otherwlse provided by law, no 
recovery shall be had for any infrlngement of 
a copyright covered by this subsectlon com- 
mitted mare than 3 years prior to the filing 
of the complaint or counterclaim for in- 
fringement in the action, except that  the pe- 
riod between the date of receipt of a written 
claim for compensation by the department 
or agency of the Government or corporation 
owned or controlled by the United States, as 
the case may be, having authority to settle 
such clalm and the date of mailing by the 
Government of a notice to the claimant that 
his claim has been denied shall not be count- 
ed as a part of the 3 years, unless suit Is 
brought before the last-mentioned date.' 

"Sec.2. The act of August 1. 1953. chap- 
ter 305. section 609, 67 Statutes 350 (31 U. s. 
Code 649b) is amended to read as follows: 

" 'Appropriations for the military depart- 
ments available for procurement or manu- 
f a ~ t u r e  4 aup~lk8,  equipment, and matcriah 
uhall hereafter be nvallablc for the purchaso 
ot other acqulsiiion of (a) copyrights, letters 
patent, nppllcatl~ns for letters patent, (B) 
LlcBtiSes under ~opy~lghtu, under lc~t'cters pat- ---- 

.. . 7 . .  

exk, and indb;' appucations for letters patent. 
and (c) deslgm, processes, and rdianuiactur- 
ing data: nnd shall a160 bi? avdlzblc for-tho 
purchase or Other acquisition of releases, be- 
fore suit is brought, for past infringement of 
letters patent or copyrights. Any such pur- 
chase or other acquisition shall pertain, to 
supplies. equipment, materials, copyrighted 
matter, or processes produced or used by or 
for. or useful to, the department concerned.' 

o ' S ~ c  3. The catchline of section 1498 Of -. 
tltle 28. Unlted States Code, 1s amended to  
read 'Sec. 1498. Patent and copyrlght cases.' 

"The item Identifled a6 '1498. Patent cases' 
in the chapter analysis of chapter 01, of title 
an TTnlted States Code, is amended to read --. -..-.. ~- 

,1498. Patent and copyright. cases.' " 

The committee amendment was agreea 
to. 

The bill was, ordered to be-engrossed 1 

and read a tfiird tifnb; wns bead the third 
time, and passsd, snda motion to recon- 
sider was laid on the taMe. . 
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