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By the President of the United States of Anerica

A Procl amati on

The rich and varied | andscape of the G ant Sequoi a Nationa
Monunment hol ds a diverse array of scientific and historic resources.
Magni fi cent groves of towering giant sequoias, the world s |argest
trees, are interspersed within a great belt of coniferous forest,
jewel ed with nountain meadows. Bold granitic dones, spires, and
pl ungi ng gorges texture the | andscape. The area's el evation clinbs
from about 2,500 to 9,700 feet over a distance of only a few mles,
capturing an extraordi nary nunber of habitats within a relatively
smal | area. This spectrum of ecosystens is honme to a diverse array
of plants and animals, many of which are rare or endenmic to the
sout hern Sierra Nevada. The nmonument enbraces |inmestone caverns and
hol ds uni que pal eontol ogi cal resources docunenting tens of thousands
of years of ecosystem change. The nonunent al so has many
archaeol ogical sites recording Native American occupation and
adaptations to this conplex | andscape, and historic remants of
early Euroanerican settlenment as well as the comercial exploitation
of the giant sequoias. The nmonunment provi des exenplary opportunities
for biol ogists, geologists, pal eontol ogists, archaeol ogi sts, and
hi storians to study these objects.

Ancestral forms of giant sequoia were a part of the western North
Anerican | andscape for mllions of years. G ant sequoias are the
| argest trees ever to have live, and are anpng the world's
| ongest-lived trees, reaching ages of nore than 3,200 years or nore.
Because of this great longevity, giant sequoias hold within their
tree rings multimllennial records of past environnental changes
such as climate, fire reginmes, and consequent forest response. Only
one other North Anerican tree species, the high-elevation
bristlecone pine of the desert nobuntain ranges east of the Sierra
Nevada, hol ds such | engthy and detail ed chronol ogi es of past changes
and events.

Sequoi as and their surroundi ng ecosystens provi de a context for
under st andi ng ongoi ng envi ronnental changes. For exanple, a century



of fire suppression has led to an unprecedented failure in sequoia
reproduction in otherw se undi sturbed groves. Climatic change al so
has influenced the sequoia groves; their present highly disjunct
distribution is at least partly due to generally higher sumertinme
tenperatures and prol onged summer droughts in California from about
10,000 to 4,500 years ago. During that period, sequoias were rarer
than today. Only following a slight cooling and shorteni ng of summer
droughts, about 4,500 years ago, has the sequoia been able to spread
and create today's groves.

These gi ant sequoi a groves and the surrounding forest provide an
excel l ent opportunity to understand the consequences of dif ferent
approaches to forest restoration. These forests need restoration to
counteract the effects of a century of fire suppression and | ogging.
Fire suppression has caused forests to becone denser in many areas,
with increased dom nance of shade-tol erant species. Wody debris has
accumrul at ed, causing an unprecedented buil dup of surface fuels. One
of the nost imedi ate consequences of these changes is an increased
hazard of wildfires of a severity that was rarely encountered in
pre-Euroanerican tinmes. Qutstanding opportunities exist for studying
t he consequences of different approaches to nitigating these
conditions and restoring natural forest resilience.

The great elevational range of the nonunent enbraces a nunber of
climatic zones, providing habitats for an extraordinary diversity of
pl ant species and comunities. The nmonunent is rich in rare plants
and is hone to nore than 200 plant species endenmic to the southern
Si erra Nevada nmountain range, arrayed in plant conmunities ranging
from | ow el evati on oak woodl ands and chaparral to high-el evation
subal pi ne forest. Nunerous neadows and streans provide an
i nterconnected web of habitats for npisture-Iloving species

This spectrum of interconnected vegetation types provi des essentia
habitat for wildlife, ranging fromlarge, charismatic animals to
less visible and less famliar forns of life, such as fungi and
i nsects. The nmid-elevation forests are dom nated by massive conifers
arrayed in a conmpl ex | andscape nosaic, providing one of the |ast
refugia for the Pacific fisher in California. The fisher appears to
have been extirpated fromthe northern Sierra Nevada nountain range.
The forests of the nonunment are also hone to great gray ow,
American marten, northern goshawk, peregrine falcon, spotted ow,
and a nunber of rare anphi bians. The gi ant sequoi as thensel ves are
the only known trees |arge enough to provide nesting cavities for
the California condor, which otherwi se nust nest on cliff faces. In
fact, the last pair of condors breeding in the wild was di scovered
in a giant sequoia that is part of the new nonunent. The nonument's
gi ant sequoi a ecosystem remai ns available for the return and study
of condors.

The physi ography and geol ogy of the nonunment have been shaped by
mllions of years of intensive uplift, erosion, vol canism and
gl aci ati on. The nmonunent is donminated by granitic rocks, npst
noti ceabl e as donmes and spires in areas such as the Needles. The



magni fi cent Kern Canyon forms the eastern boundary of the nonument's
southern unit. The canyon follows an ancient fault, formng the only
maj or north-south river drainage in the Sierra Nevada. Remants of
vol cani sm are expressed as hot springs and soda springs in sonme

dr ai nages.

Particularly in the northern unit of the nmonunment, |inestone
outcrops, remants of an ancient seabed, are noted for their caves.
Subf ossil vegetation entonmbed within anci ent woodrat m ddens in
these caves has provided the only direct evidence of where giant
sequoi as grew during the Pleistocene Era, and docunents substantia
veget ati on changes over the |ast 50,000 or nore years. Vertebrate
fossils al so have been found within the m ddens. O her
pal eont ol ogi cal resources are found in neadow sedi ments, which hold
detailed records of the last 10 nmillennia of changi ng vegetation
fire reginmes, and volcanismin the Sierra Nevada. The
mul ti-mllennial, annual - and seasonal resol ution records of past
fire regimes held in giant sequoia tree-rings are uni que worl dw de.

During the past 8,000 years, Native American peoples of the Sierra
Nevada have lived by hunting and fishing, gathering, and trading
wi th other people throughout the region. Archaeol ogical sites such
as lithic scatters, food-processing sites, rock shelters, village
sites, petroglyphs, and pictographs are found in the nonunent. These
sites have the potential to shed light on the roles of prehistoric
peopl es, including the role they played in shaping the ecosystens on
whi ch t hey depended.

One of the earliest recorded references to giant sequoias is found
in the notes of the Wal ker Expedition of 1833, which described
"trees of the redwood species, incredibly large . . , ." The world
became aware of giant sequoi as when sections of the massive trees
were transported east and displayed as curiosities for eastern
audi ences. Loggi ng of giant sequoi as throughout the Sierra Nevada
nmount ai n range began in 1856. Loggi ng has continued intermttently
to this day on nonfederal lands within the area of the nmonument.
Early entrepreneurs, seeing profit in the gigantic trees, began
acquiring lands within the present nonunment under the Tinber and
Stone Act in the 1880s. Today our understanding of the history of
the Hunme Lake and Converse Basin areas of the nonument is supported
by a treasure trove of historical photographs and ot her
docunent ati on. These records provide a uni que and unusually cl ear
pi cture of nore than half a century of logging that resulted in the
virtual renoval of nobst forest in sonme areas of the nmonument.

Qut st andi ng opportunities exist for studying forest resilience to
| argescal e |1 oggi ng and the consequences of different approaches to
forest restoration.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431)
authorizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public
procl amati on historic |andmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest
that are situated upon | ands owned or controlled by the Governnment



of the United States to be national nonunments, and to reserve as a
part thereof parcels of land, the limts of which in all cases,
shall be confined to the smallest area conpatible with the proper
care and managenent of the objects to be protected.

Whereas it appears that it would be in the public interest to
reserve such | ands as a national nmonunent to be known as the G ant
Sequoi a National Monunent:

Now, Therefore, I, WIlliamJ. Clinton, President of the United
States of Anmerica, by the authority vested in me by section 2 of the
Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431), do proclaimthat
there are hereby set apart and reserved as the G ant Sequoi a
Nati onal Monunent, for the purpose of protecting the objects
identified in the above precedi ng paragraphs, all |ands and
interests in | ands owned or controlled by the United States within
t he boundaries of the area described on the map entitled "Proposed
G ant Sequoi a National Mnunment" attached to and formng a part of
this proclamation. The Federal |and and interests in |and reserved
consi st of approximately 327,769 acres, which is the smallest area
conpati ble with the proper care and managenent of the objects to be
protected as identified in the above precedi ng paragraphs.

Al'l Federal lands and interests in |lands within the boundaries of
this monunment are hereby appropriated and withdrawn fromentry,
| ocation, selection, sale, |easing, or other disposition under the
public land |l aws including, but not linmted to, withdrawal from
| ocating, entry, and patent under the m ning laws and from
di sposition under all laws relating to m neral and geothernma
| easi ng, other than by exchange that furthers the protective
pur poses of the nmonunment. Lands and interests in lands within the
boundari es of the nmonunment not owned by the United States shall be
reserved as a part of the nmonunent upon acquisition of title thereto
by the United States.

The establishnment of this nonunent is subject to valid existing
rights.

Ti mber sal es under contract as of the date of the proclamation and
timber sales with a decision notice signed after January 1, 1999,
but prior to Decenber 31, 1999, may be conpleted consistent with the
terms of the decision notice and contract. No portion of the
monunment shall be considered to be suited for tinber production, and
no part of the nonument shall be used in a cal culation or provision
of a sustained yield of tinber fromthe Sequoi a Nati onal Forest.
Renoval of trees, except for personal use fuel wood, fromw thin the
nonunment area nmy take place only if clearly needed for ecol ogica
restoration and nmi ntenance or public safety.

The Secretary of Agriculture shall nanage the nmonunent, along with
t he underlying Forest, through the Forest Service, pursuant to



applicable I egal authorities, to inplenment the purposes and
provisions of this proclanmation. The Secretary of Agriculture shal
prepare, within 3 years of this date, a managenent plan for this
monunent, and shall pronul gate such regul ations for its managenent
as deened appropriate. The plan will provide for and encourage
continued public and recreational access and use consistent with the
pur poses of the nonunent.

Uni que scientific and ecol ogical issues are involved in managenment
of giant sequoia groves, including groves |ocated in nearby and
adj acent | ands managed by the Bureau of Land Managenent and the
Nati onal Park Service. The Secretary, in consultation with the
Nati onal Acadeny of Sciences, shall appoint a Scientific Advisory
Board to provide scientific guidance during the devel opnent of the
initial managenent plan. Board nmenbership shall represent a range of
scientific disciplines pertaining to the objects to be protected,
i ncludi ng, but not necessarily linmted to, the physical, biological
and soci al sciences.

The Secretary, through the Forest Service, shall, in devel oping any
managenent plans and any managenent rul es and regul ati ons governing
the nmonunent, consult with the Secretary of the Interior, through
the Bureau of Land Managenent and the National Park Service. The
final decision to issue any managenent plans and any managenent
rules and regulations rests with the Secretary of Agriculture.
Managenment plans or rules and regul ati ons devel oped by the Secretary
of the Interior governing uses within national parks or other
nati onal nonunents admi ni stered by the Secretary of the Interior
shall not apply within the G ant Sequoia National Mnunent.

The managenent plan shall contain a transportation plan for the
nmonunment that provides for visitor enjoynent and understandi ng about
the scientific and historic objects in the nonunment, consistent with
their protection. For the purposes of protecting the objects
i ncluded in the nmonunment, notorized vehicle use will be pernitted
only on designated roads, and nonnotorized mechani zed vehicl e use
will be permitted only on designated roads and trails, except for
energency or authorized adm nistrative purposes or to provide access
for persons with disabilities. No new roads or trails will be
authorized within the nonunent except to further the purposes of the
nmonunment. Prior to the issuance of the managenent plan, existing
roads and trails nay be closed or altered to protect the objects of
interest in the nmonunent, and notorized vehicle use will be
permtted on trails until but not after Decenber 31, 2000.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deenmed to dimnish or enlarge
the jurisdiction of the State of California with respect to fish and
wi | dl i fe managenent.

There is hereby reserved, as of the date of this proclamation and
subject to valid existing rights, a quantity of water sufficient to
fulfill the purposes for which this nmonunment is established. Nothing



in this reservation shall be construed as a relinqui shment or
reducti on of any water use or rights reserved or appropriated by the
United States on or before the date of this proclamation.

Laws, regulations, and policies pertaining to administration by the
Department of Agriculture of grazing permits and tinmber sal es under
contract as of the date of this proclamation on National Forest
System | ands within the boundaries of the monunment shall continue to
apply to lands within the nonunent.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deenmed to affect existing
speci al use authorizations; existing uses shall be governed by
applicable | aws, regul ations, and nanagenent pl ans.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deenmed to revoke any existing
wi t hdrawal , reservation, or appropriation; however, the nationa
nonunment shall be the domi nant reservation

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to
appropriate, injure, destroy, or remove any feature of this nmonunent
and not to locate or settle upon any of the |ands thereof.

In Wtness Whereof, | have hereunto set ny hand this fifteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
I ndependence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fourth.

WlliamJ. Cdinton



