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KEY LARGO CORAL REE}L - ‘;‘P
America’s First 7 275 e
Undersea Park —

By CHARLES M. BROOKFIELD

Photographs by JERRY GREENBERG
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Flash and Camera Cupture
Subtle Caolors of Reef Life

B
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Feather-duster worms
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Queen angelfish gides past elkborn coral

X
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Spotted moras

lurks in coral ambush ’
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Beneath the Sea

v smapper in razar teeth. Hitehhiking remoras loosen suction disks and rush for seraps
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Florida’s Coral City
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Amertca’s First

voril green " Others lend o golden-brown col
ot o their hosts These cells benedit from the
varhon diasale aml other wastes given off by
ot tuen, they supply the polyps
with axygen a= therr mutually
known, stems from
Fevinge together ™

voral s

sumihins

bieneficial relationship
a Greek sward meaning '
Close telatives of thy coritls, mille
pores, or stinging coralsalso Sourish on the
reef. Ther sunging eells. taching lsman
flesh, cause hurmng sensation. Many of
theircalonies have distinetive shapes hranch-
like, fat, ar Bladelike quage 86

Mtogether, more than 10 different species
of caral have bwen found
derwater proseryve

Other reservations i the West Inrdies and
Flotieda ineludde underse, bt the new
preserye off Koy Lariao les tatally under wa
ter Lighthouses wnd tide exposed rocks alone
breaik the surface The theee lighthouses stud
thn the seawnrd sule of the reef

Tine

n thi= urgue un

dreas

Carysiort
e 641, Flhow  and Moliasses — all pereh on

iron piles
Cyurvsfart, only habitabile structure within

the preserve, bomoanned by United States
Const Guand men Whea T fiest visited it 35
sears ago, the Lighthouse Servive was in

clharge Keepers then spent twe months on
the fight for every 29 dis s on honeymoon,”
their term for <hore leave

I shall never forget my fiest night on Carys
fort | bl zone ont with two friends in
cahin crutser, Manmater, wath me
tables for the Kevper

anil

oe

and his b dssistants

Captain Johnsan's Chost Groans

cil
on the lower deck of the Tught's dwelling, hut
I could not sleepe A= T lay restless. w groan
evhoed thraugh the lower deck

“Dhidd vour hear thiat 2 1 asked

My friends snored Dlisstudle 1 ohad just
about convinced myvsell that my imagination
was playing trick= when the moan wis re
peated, as f from a soul o rment

Jumping up, | climbed the steps o the
upper deck and arced the dark <taies

A bedtime ms companions wnd 1 ose

the tower, where Harre Balidwin, one of the
SSpe “Haw e Sun ¢ Loty v the o b sl
A Zahl NanwoNar Granearhn February 901

Undersea Park
assistants, was stunding witohoat the lantern

“Harey," 1 panted
any funny noises down below #

“CWh. sure, wel, “hut we don't pay at-
tention o w omore IS only Captain
Johineon, and he just comes around to see if
all’s well. He died out here un the light, vou
know  Must have been a great simner, he
groans so. Sometimes he rattles his chams ™

Thus reassured — 1 use the word lpasely —
T went helow and slept, @owans o no groans

Next morning [ solved the mystery of the
maoans, | believe Under the hot sun, the
tower's iron walls expand: in the conl of dark
ness, they contrael. Shrinking. they make
sounids starthingly human My theory may
not be trae, but 1 hise clung to st ever since

hive vou ever heard

Ti

©m

Seminoles Ambush Lightship Crew

Oldest of the reef Behthouses, Carysfort
was first lighted 1 1852 But for more than s
quarter of i century hefore that, a lightship
had been <tationed within the reef. Since the
main wource of supply for the crew was Key
Waest, whout 100 miles away, they cultivited
vegetahles inoa little harbor they called Gar
then Cove, on near-by Key Largo

One fine duy in 1837, Capt. John Whalton
and three of his crew lowered boats and head
eid for Kev Largo to gather firewond. The
Syminobe Indians had been on the warpath in
southern Florida for some time, but there had
heen no recent attacks on the Kevs 1t seemed
<ife envugh 1o go ashore for u few hours

But dark. hostile eves watched from wm-
bush s the boats beached. Without warning
the Indians attacked, and the captain and
one of his crew were killed The two other
men escaperd with the hoats

In that earlier tragedy, when the warship
Winchester's keel struck Key Largo's coral
Baarrier, the crew thought only of cruel rocks
and surging seus. Crushing timbers were fall-
ing all about them, and the sea was rushing
i through waping holes in the ship's bottom
sSoon the swirling waters brought merciful
deauth

No mun aboard the ill-fated vessel could
have dreamed that the treacherous reef pos-
sessed a rare beauty which man would one
tlay deem worthy of preservation

Mived Battalions of Porkfish and Grunts Muneaver in Close-order Drill

Irstangusshed By sts ve

fow stripes and black bars. the porkfish cAwasotreno virgimicus

niten travels with its refative, the white grumt Like muny reef fish, hoth species feed by

night This sobonl wi

| elishand when the members go foraging for fopod
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FLORIDA’S

Coral Reefs
Are Imperiled

JERRY GREENBERG and FRED

HEN FLORIDA
established John
Pennekamp Cor
al Reef State Park
off Key Largo in 1960, there was

general rejoicing that this

American treasure would
preserved for future generations
Less th

ater many

toen i generaton

if the state's reefs
not just in the park

hout ke 7
the causes are part of

ure dying
but throu
experts

Some

and widespread
Other

the causes are unknown

a natural cvele

death 15 inevitable 3 5a)
but the
It 3 still inevitable And

ers warn th € are actually

w Florida Kevs
while I was a Universit

Florida student in t

g syl

tr

Throug

Lar scube
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ing photog

the reefs by 1

RIS
that h
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of years, Secing them fer 15

like living with o terminally i

whose doct

e

stoms while

By FRED WARD

ALACK STAR

Photographs by

BOTH #% AREY SALTREES

In u troubled underwater world
off Key Largo, @ school of diving
students swarms around the
“Christ of the Deep” statue.
Fouled waters and thoughtless
visitors are destroying growths
of coral {above), some of which
took centuries to form.
Designed to protect an exten-

sive reef system, John
Pennekamp Coral Reef Stute
Park and the adjacent Key
Largo National Marine
Sanctuary are being ruined
by too much pollution and
too many people.

WARD

pathent silently slips away
There is magic in coral. In

secrel watery gardens, nature

plays out her diver

e dra

the snorkeling alien to behold
birth and death
beast, competition and coopera
tion. What appears to be a large
boulder that resembles o human
brain is actually a coleny of mil
lions of creatures. Each tiny,

beauty and

and exuding calcium ca
(limestone), participates in form-
ing a design specific to cach
species of coral
Pennekamp is part of z
ribbon, made possible by t

warm flow of the passing Gulf
Stream, that reaches from
southwest of Key We
o Miam

Although most refer to the
ares along Key 1
nek: " little-n
nal changes
atically

At that time th

wk control of all

almost

15 Pon-
wris
1074-73

dtered the recfs

government
U.§

three mitles to a d

mderwater arcas bevond
pth o1

feet. These actions diminished

Pennekamp Park (administered
v the Florida Department of
o the three
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l‘“ ES RIVET on junglelike brush
4 when a sudden rustling stops
our family as we climb to the 33
foot crest of Buck Island. Then a
land crab scurries across our path
Bananaquits warblers  flit
overhead, and an emerald-throat
ed hummingbird probes brilliant
blossoms. We follow a cactus
studded  trail |
poisonous manchineeltrees, whose
milky sap can burn the skin like
I\ Mike likens the tortured
branches of turpentine trees to
“octapuses in knots.”

On our daily run to St Croix
aboard Sea Angel, Mike rides the
boom (lower left), getting a cool

acacia  and
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