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Christ of the Deep (right) pres ides over a coral sanctuary in the underwater park (above) .
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JOHN PENNEKAMP

CORAL REEF

Chr ist of the Deep (right) presides over a coral sanctuary in t he underwa ter park (above).

An underwater forest of

bold colors and extrava

gant shapes, this reef-park

arcs out from the Florida

Keys for 7 8 sguare miles.

Over 100,000 years in the

making, its intri cate, living 

coral archi tecture supports

a wealth of sea creatures.

stay dry, opt for one of the

glass-bottom boats that

shuttle from the mainland

to the reef . Or stop off at

the park visitors center,

where oquoriurn tanks

display the gaudy natural

glamour of creatures of

the deep.



, d skin diver finds thet it tske s el!
I mounds, elkhorn and staghorn coral in
a garden but a housing development,
ited by smell snimsls celled polyps,
s of poison- the reef as predstor.

the trumpetfish (right) , stends on its
9s, then sucks up unsuspecting prey
grouper (ebove, left) would rather
it changes to an unobtrusive color for

)f company, the friendly queen
s to approach within a few feet



liver finds that it takes all
" elkhorn and staghorn coral in
I but a housing development,
mall animals called polyps,
on-the reef as predator,
npetfish (right), stands on its
suck s up unsuspecting prey
(above, left) would rather

res to an unobtrusive color for
'ny, the friendly queen
roach within a few feet
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•
Parrotfish

An efficientrBcyclin g machine . the parrotfish
rock into fine sand in the process of grazing
males often share a color pattern , but an occ
larger size and mor e brilliant color and is call
phase male. The sto plight parrotf ish (Sparis c.
right . may be male or female. while its camp.
a terminal male of the same species . reachlm
The terminal male redband parrc ttis h (Spa,;s
left. is a smaller specie s. about ten inches in
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Parrotfish

An efficient recycling machine. the p'lTotfish turns coral end
rock into fine sand in the process of grazing algae. Females ar
malltloften sharea colorpenern. but an occasionalmaleanai
lergar size and more brilliant color and is called I terminal
phase male. The stoplight parrotfish (SplJriSotml viride) below
right. may be male or fem.le, while its companion to the left i:
• terminal male of the same species. reaching about 20 inche!
The terminal male redbend parrotfish (S~ri$om. aurofff1fllllUfl
left. is a sman.r species, about ten inches in length.
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