



McAndrews Ranked Among Top 10 Firms for ‘Quality’ Patents
McAndrews Held & Malloy recently received a prestigious honor that showcases the quality of our patent work on behalf of our clients.  The March/April 2010 issue of Intellectual Asset Management (IAM) and IP-related financial services provider Ocean Tomo have ranked McAndrews as the only Chicago firm in the top 10 among all U.S. firms that secure the highest-quality patents.  McAndrews was ranked 7th overall (encompassing all technology areas) and 5th in the area of information technology.

Ocean Tomo analyzed the top 50 law firms according to the number of U.S. utility patents issued over the trailing three years in the chosen industry sectors, as well as the top 100 law firms overall.  They analyzed those issued patents for quality, as measured by the likelihood that the patents would be maintained for their full term. 

Intellectual Asset Management notes that the quest for quality can mean “eschewing high-volume work and litigation to make high-quality procurement a core business function, investing heavily in processes and systems, and focusing resources on recruiting the right people, training them up and making sure they stay.”

The attorneys of McAndrews are committed to delivering significant added value and successes to our clients by helping them secure high quality patents.  We are proud to be recognized for our strategic patent procurement approach that strives to align our clients’ patents with their business strategies.

Click here for full article 
Maximizing Your Brand’s Value by Targeting Counterfeiters
Counterfeiting costs U.S. businesses between $200 and $250 billion annually and is directly responsible for the loss of 750,000 American jobs.  If that’s not enough to get your attention, consider this: the FDA estimates that counterfeit drugs comprise 10 percent of the global medicine market and the FAA estimates that 2 percent of the 26 million airplane parts installed each year are counterfeit. The financial and safety implications of counterfeiting are overwhelming, but a strategic anti-counterfeiting program can protect your customers and your brand’s value, writes McAndrews Partner Heather Bjella.

Click here for full article 

McAndrews Wins National Institutes of Health Contract 

McAndrews has been awarded a 10-year contract worth up to $181 million by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to provide patent-related legal services work.  McAndrews was one of four law firms selected to work on contested proceedings, which may include interferences, oppositions, inter partes reexaminations, inventorship disputes and litigation support.

The NIH is a part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and is the primary federal agency for conducting and supporting medical research.  

“We are gratified to have the opportunity to represent the NIH, one of the greatest centers of biomedical innovation in the world,” said McAndrews Shareholder Edward W. Remus, who led McAndrews’ proposal effort.  “This work allows us to make contributions that could potentially help lead to significant public health benefits.”  

Click here for full article 

McAndrews Shareholder Sharon Hwang Named Board Member of the Chicago Legal Clinic

McAndrews shareholder Sharon Hwang was named the newest board member of the Chicago Legal Clinic, a premier provider of community-based quality legal services to the underserved and disadvantaged in the Chicago area.  

The Chicago Legal Clinic is a not-for-profit which offers direct legal counseling and high-quality representation at low cost or pro bono, and has represented more than 170,000 clients.  The organization’s services focus on immigration, domestic violence, housing issues, children’s rights, the rights of those with disabilities, bankruptcy, public benefits and urban environmental cases.

Click here for more 
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